
In his Gospel, Matthew presents Jesus as King.  In 
chapter 1, Matthew presented Jesus as King by virtue of 
the royal character of His birth. In chapter 2, he presented 
Him as King by virtue of the circumstances that surrounded 
His birth.  For example, the homage of the magi. They 
acknowledge Him as King. 
The hatred of Herod as a 
threat to Herod's own 
throne. Now in chapter 3, 
as we heard, Matthew has 
one other approach here in 
the beginning of his Gospel 
to show us that He was a 
king;  and his approach is 
this:  He is a King as 
indicated by the fact that 
God  sent a king's herald, 
John, to announce His 
arr ival . So in today’s 
G o s p e l , M a t t h e w 
introduces us to the herald 
of the King,  who also 
happens to be the greatest 
man who ever lived up until this time. In the first six verses, 
John the Baptist is presented as the forerunner of Jesus. 
He prepared the way for Jesus' arrival. The whole passage 
emphasizes this. In ancient times,  it was common that 
when a king was coming to a city, certain servants were 
sent ahead of him,  certain heralds, and they had two 
functions. One of the functions was to announce that the 
king was coming. The other function was to prepare the 
road so that the travel would be easy.


Now, you'll notice that this was what John did. 
"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." And “at 
hand” means it's imminent, it's the next thing. And, 
obviously, verse 3 also says,  "He was the voice of one 
crying in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord.’" In 
his case, he was heralding the King of kings; and he was 
asking them to prepare the road into their hearts,  that the 
King might enter there. For 30 years Jesus has been living 
in relative obscurity; but John’s announcement triggers the 
beginning of Jesus' official ministry after these 30 silent 
years. Matthew’s words speak of a very official arrival, not 

just of an ordinary individual, but someone of stature, 
significance, and importance. John was not only the official 
herald of the King, John the Baptist was Jesus' cousin and 
he was six months older than Jesus,  Luke  1:26. John 
means “Jehovah graciously gave,”  or “God's gracious 

gift.”  His father Zacharias 
was a priest and he was 
married to Elizabeth,  but 
they never had any babies 
because Elizabeth was 
barren. They were old like 
in Abraham and Sarah’s 
situation. His unusual birth 
was predicted by the angel 
to his mother, "He shall be 
great in the sight of the 
Lord,  shall drink neither 
wine nor strong drink.  He 
shall be filled with the Holy 
S p i r i t e v e n f ro m h i s 
mother's womb. Many of 
the children of Israel shall 
he turn to the Lord their 

God. He shall go before Him in the spirit and power of 
Elijah, to turn the hearts of fathers to their children, and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the just,  to make ready a 
people prepared for the Lord."


Now look at Lk 1:76,  looking at that precious little life 
we read in the Canticle of Zechariah. “Then Zechariah his 
father, filled with the holy Spirit, prophesied, saying: And 
you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High, for 
you will go before the Lord  to prepare his way, to give his 
people knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of 
their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God by which 
the daybreak from on high will visit us to shine on those 
who sit in darkness and death’s shadow, to guide our feet 
into the path of peace.” There was no doubt his whole life 
that he knew his task. In John's Gospel,  written by the 
apostle John, not John the Baptist, Jn 1:19, "And this is the 
witness of John - when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem and said, 'Who are you?' - they asked him 
and he confessed, 'I am not the Christ.’ And they said, 
'What then?  Are you Elijah?'  And he 
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said, 'I am not.' 'Are you that prophet?’ And he answered, 
‘No.’ Then they said to him,  'Who are you?' And this is 
what he said,  ‘I am the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness.’”


Now let's talk about his message. In his preaching he 
was saying, "Repent, repent. This kind of King demands 
that you repent."  It means “to turn around.” It means “to 
be converted.” It means a change of opinion. A change of 
purpose. A change of direction. A change of mind. A 
change of will. A change from sin to holiness. In other 
words, He wants you to worship Him,  but you can't 
worship Him legitimately until you get sin out of the 
way. You can't come to Jesus Christ and just worship Him 
first. First, you must deal with your sin.  He wasn't just 
saying,  "I want you to feel sorry for your sin." He was 
saying, "I want you to change from sin to holiness. You 
totally change your lifestyle, and you can have the King. 
Bring forth therefore fruits befitting repentance.” It didn’t 
matter that they were the children of Abraham.  It didn't 
matter that they had been given the promises and the 
covenant.  It didn't matter that they were in the land that 
God had given His people. You are sinful, you need to 
turn around. You have no right to the kingdom until you 
get converted, until you turn from sin to holiness. So, 
John was calling for a fundamental transformation that 
even a Jew had to make.


Now, imagine, it's been 400 years since they heard 
any prophet speak to them, that centuries old silence is 
shattered  by this living prophet heralding the coming 
King; but he doesn't have a message of joy; he doesn't 
have a message of peace; he doesn't have a message of 
comfort. He has a message of fiery wrath and 
judgment;  and he says He's going to baptize you with 
fire, at the end of verse 11, and in verse 12, His fan is in 
His hand. He's going to purge His floor. He's going to 
gather His wheat into the granary; and He's going to burn 
the chaff with unquenchable fire. I think one of the 
reasons God kept Him in the desert for 30 years is so he 
wouldn't get cluttered up with the bad theology that was 
prevalent in his time. The man was so pure and so 
uncluttered in his mind because God had given him His 
message,  and it was uncluttered.  So, he came 
preaching, "The kingdom is at hand. If you're going to be 
a part of it,  you have to be converted. That is the 
message for us too in this Advent season: with true 
repentance let us welcome our Lord into our hearts. ❖

SAT., DEC 7 St. Ambrose/First Saturday

Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Mt 9:35—
10:1, 5a, 6-8 (180) 

8:30 am First Saturday Mass:  ♰Timothy O’Hare 
[John and Tina Doyle and Family] 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Camilla Gates 

[Alice Kidd]
SUN., DEC 8 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Is 11:1-10/Rom 15:4-9/Mt 
3:1-12 (4) Pss II 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Rita Townsend 

[Dan and Deb Burch] 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People 
5:00 pm Advent Candlelight Dinner and Prayer 
Service - FFH

MON., DEC 9 Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary

Gn 3:9-15, 20/Eph 1:3-6, 
11-12/Lk 1:26-38 (689) Pss 
Prop 

11:30 am Intercessory Prayer Group - FFH 
12:10 pm Mass: ♰Russell Aiuto 

[Shirley and Rich Krzyzaniak] 
7:00 pm Knights of Columbus Meeting - PC 

TUES., DEC 10 Advent Weekday
Is 40:1-11/Mt 18:12-14 (182) 8:30 am Mass: ♰Del Maloney, a Birthday 

Remembrance 
[Donna Maloney] 

7:00 pm Advent Penance Service - St. Joseph Dexter
WED., DEC 11 Advent Weekday/St. Damasus I
Is 40:25-31/Mt 11:28-30 (183) 8:30 am Mass: INT: Alan Maloney “Happy 

Birthday” 
[Donna Maloney] 

5:45 pm Children’s Choir Practice - Choir Loft 
7:00 pm Adult Choir Practice - Choir Loft 
7:00 pm Advent Penance Service - St. Mary Chelsea

THURS., DEC 12 Our Lady of Guadalupe

Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 
12:1-6a, 10ab/Lk 1:26-38 or 
Lk 1:39-47 (690A), or any 
readings Common of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, nos. 
707-712 Pss Prop 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Ilene Zubok 
[Lynn Waldecker] 

7:00 pm Advent Penance Service - St. Mary - 
Manchester

FRI., DEC 13 St. Lucy
Is 48:17-19/Mt 11:16-19 (185) 8:30 am Mass: INT: For all St. Mary parishioners 

in dire need of God’s mercy 
[Punches Family] 

7:30 pm Parish Movie Night - “Unplanned” - FFH
SAT., DEC 14 St. John of the Cross
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Mt 17:9a, 
10-13 (186) 

11:30 am “Glory of Christmas” Bus Trip departs 
3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Donna Decker 

[Bill and Sandi Kwolek] 
7:30 pm Praise and Worship Night - Church

SUN., DEC 15 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Is 35:1-6a, 10/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 
11:2-11 (7)  Pss III 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
9:30-10:30 am Religious Education - FFH 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Joseph and ♰Helen Germek 

[Kathy and Martin Brogley]
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Please Pray for: 
Bernice Barc 
Matt Beals 

Duane Beuerle 
Burkina-Faso (ongoing 

terrorism) 
Tom Burch 

Maxine Delaschmit 
Linda Dyer 
Elisabeth 

Charles and Mary Gaylord 
Mike Gibbons 
Priscilla Hale 

Carl Kemner 
Tom Kladzyk 
Wilma Lentz 

Anna Maisano 
Ron Punches 

Émilienne Ramdé 
Paula Saft 

Ray Seghers 
Bruce Sommers 

Eddie Walz 
Loretta Widmayer 

The Repose of the Soul: 
♰Ray Gavin

To date, a total of $2437.00 has been collected for the 
Evangelization Fund. Thank you so much for your generosity. 


	 	 	 -Fr. Bosco



Need Help?
Alternative to Abortion: Right to Life MI Hotline 
800-57WOMAN or visit www.optionline.org

“AA” group meets Fridays and Sundays at 
7:00 pm - Emmanuel Church Kitchen.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by Diocese) spiritual 
support group for those struggling with same sex 
attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate support group 
for the families and friends of ‘Courage’ 
clients. Call 517-342-2596

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive reconciliation and 
healing) Call the confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 
or email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the area, 
please visit our website: 
stmarymanchester.org

Parish Family Birthdays 
Dec 7	 Eden Bourland
...............
Dec 7	 MaryAnn Gilbert 
...............
Dec 7	 Peter Roncoli 
...............
Dec 11	 Jan Little
..........
Dec 12	 Ann Kueffner
..........
Dec 13	 Ella Landini
..........
Dec 14	 Shirley Krzyzaniak
..........
Dec 14	 Michael McFarland
...........
Dec 15	 Sheila Doyle
..........
Dec 15	 Ted Szufnar..........

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, November 24, 2019 

Sunday Envelopes  $4,647.00 ............
Loose Cash & Checks $68.00 .......
Welcome Envelopes $13.00 ..........
Christmas Décor $305.00 ...............
Evangelization Fund $791.00 .........
E-Giving $696.99 ...........................

⏤ 
Weekly toward budget $6,520.99 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. ABOVE goal $1,220.99 ............

⏤ 
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Building & Maintenance… $130.00 .
Campaign for Human Dev.… $46.00 
Poor Box $9.41 ...........................
Votive Candles $80.00..................

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. In Remembrance of 
♰Katherine Randall Moore 

(Her Family) 
2. For the Repose of the Soul 

of ♰Ray Gavin 
 (Jim and Marja Warner)
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Parish News
Advent Dinner Tonight 

Today, December 8th at 5:00 pm, is the 
Annual Candlelight Dinner and Prayer 
Service in the Fr. Fisher Hall. Contact 
Connie Schaffer at 734-428-7271 for 
more details. 
Immaculate Conception Moved 
December 8th is usually the celebration 
of the feast of the Immaculate Conception 
and a Holy Day of Obligation, but 
because it falls on a Sunday this year, the 
feast is moved to Monday, December 
9th. The obligation to attend Mass on this 
date is removed, but please consider 
attending the 12:10 pm Mass to celebrate 
this beautiful feast in honor of Our Lady 
and our salvation! 

Advent Penance Services 
This week, December 10th-12th and 
December 16th will be the area Penance 
Services each evening at 7:00pm. Location 
details can be found in the box below. 

Rehearsal Reminder 
  All choir rehearsals are in the choir loft: 
children at 5:45 pm and adults at 7:00 pm 
on Wednesdays, December 11th and 18th. 

Parish Movie Night 
The movie "Unplanned" will be shown in 
the Fr. Fisher Hall on Friday, December 
13th, at 7:00 pm.  Admission is free; 
refreshments will be available. Older 
teenagers are encouraged to attend. 

Votive Candle Subsidy 
An anonymous benefactor has paid to 
subsidize votive candles. The first 100 
votive candles that are lit will only cost $2 
instead of the usual $4. A note will be on 
each of the candle stands as a reminder. 
When the note is gone, all 100 candles 

have been lit. Please, as you light 
your candles, remember to also pray 

for our generous benefactor.  
Note of Thanks 

On behalf of St. Mary’s Parish, the office 
staff would like to thank St. Mary’s Altar 
Society for covering the cost of a new 
commercial color copier. The old one was 
11 years old and parts are no longer 
available for it. Again, THANK YOU!! 

Glory of Christmas 
The bus to the “Glory of Christmas, A 
Christmas Extravaganza” at Northridge 
Church on Saturday, December 14th 
will be be departing from St. Mary 
Manchester at 11:30 am that day. 

Poinsettia Orders Due 
Memorial Christmas Poinsettias to 
decorate the altar are available. The cost 
is $16 each and checks should be made 
out to “The Flower Garden.” Orders are 
due by December 16th. Forms are in the 
vestibule.  

Keep Christ in Christmas 
Car magnets depicting the Nativity with 
the words, “Keep Christ in Christmas” are 
available for purchase in the vestibule. 
Please place your $5 payment in the 
collection basket. 
Formed Subscription Renewed 
FORMED, an online service for accessing 
1000s of Catholic videos, audios and 
eBooks on demand anytime, anywhere is 
available again to all parishioners. Please 
see the sheets in the vestibule with 
directions on how to access this 
wonderful service. 

St. Mary Shuttle Running 
Just a reminder that the St. Mary Shuttle, 
for those needing rides to Mass or other 
parish activities, is now an option. For 
more information call 734-972-5652 or 
email: sfielder@umich.edu  

Free Ultrasounds at Family Life 
Services , 840 Maus Ave, Ypsilanti 
MI  on Wednesday, December 18th 
10am-3pm. Call 734-434-3088 to 
schedule.

Area News Advent Penance Services  
Tuesday, Dec. 10th - St. Joseph, Dexter 

Wednesday, Dec. 11th - St. Mary, Chelsea 
Thursday, Dec. 12th - St. Mary, Manchester 

Monday, Dec. 16th - St. Andrew, Saline

Fundraiser & Gift Opportunity 
Special items that have been donated 
to our parish as fundraisers are 
available in the vestibule. 100% of the 
proceeds from the sale of each of 
these items goes to the parish!

1) Boxed Christmas cards featuring our 
lovely little church. $10/box of seven 
with matching gold-foil lined envelopes

2) University of Michigan wall calendar 
with beautiful drawings of the campus. 
Available for an $8 donation.

3) An action-packed book for youth 
entitled, “Setting the Record Straight” 
would make a great gift for anyone age 
8-18. Just $5. 
See the displays in the vestibule for 
more info!
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