
Matthew’s Gospel answers an essential question, “Who 
is Jesus Christ?”Now, for ten chapters, Matthew, under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, has told us who Jesus Christ 
is. He has presented Him as the Son of God, God 
incarnate, the King, the Anointed One, the Messiah, the 
Christ, the Savior of Israel, 
and the Savior of the world 
with the testimony of 
h i s t o r y. N o w, a s h e 
approaches chapters 11 
and 12, he has a new 
purpose in mind. And these 
chapters are filled with very 
common reactions to these 
claims of Christ. Jesus 
deals with the response of 
doubts and confusion, 
especially the perplexity of 
John the Baptist, in today’s 
Gospel. John had already 
known Christ, he had 
already pointed to Christ, 
he had already baptized 
Christ. He had affirmed that he believed in Christ. But there 
were certain things that caused him to doubt; he was 
confused. He wanted to be sure it was the right person at 
the right time. Jesus answered two disciples and said, “Go 
and tell John again the things that you hear and see. Tell 
him the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers 
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor 
have the Gospel preached to them.”


Why did John doubt, and why was he perplexed? As I 
looked at the text, I found four reasons why he doubted 
and I believe they are the same four reasons that we doubt; 
why we have times in our lives when we doubt God. 
Reason number one - difficult circumstances. Difficult 
circumstances tend to make us doubt. Humanly speaking, 
the career of John the Baptist had ended in disaster. You 
see John was this fiery, dramatic, dynamic, confrontive, 
bold, courageous man who preached exactly what needed 
to be preached to whom it needed to be said, when it 
needed to be said and never had any fear. He was bold, 
powerful, aggressive. When he saw sin, he rebuked it, and 

rebuked it in whom he saw it. Well, that resulted in his being 
imprisoned. William Barclay may have captured something 
of the significance of this when he wrote, “John was the 
child of the desert. All his life, he had lived in wide-open 
spaces, with the wind on his face and the spacious vault of 

the sky for his roof. And now, 
he was confined within the 
four narrow walls of an 
underground dungeon. For a 
man like John, who had 
probably never lived in a 
house, this must have been 
an agony.

He was a true saint. He was a 
prophet of God. He was a 
great, holy, faithful, selfless, 
loyal prophet. He had done 
exactly what God told him to 
do and he had done it well. 
He had announced the 
g lor ious coming of the 
Messiah, who would make all 
things right and set up His 

Kingdom. He was even a close relative to the Lord. He had 
been filled with the Spirit since the time he was in his 
mother’s womb. We can clearly understand doubt comes 
from our inability to deal with negative circumstances and 
trials. Our doubts come like John’s doubts. We convince 
ourselves that we belong to the Lord, and the Lord is going 
to care for us. And when something goes wrong, we really 
begin to doubt. We begin to say, “God, is this what it’s 
supposed to be like when You care for and love us?” But 
you know what he did. He did the right thing with his doubt; 
he went immediately to the Lord. That’s the place to go if 
you have doubt over those kinds of things, go to the Lord. 
And what did he say? In verse 5 He said, “Tell John that the 
blind received their sight, the lame walked, the lepers are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised up and the 
poor have the Gospel preached. What are those? What is 
that list of people? They are: broken, crippled, crumbled 
people. And He’s saying, “John, if you think I don’t care 
about the people who are hurting, take a look at the kind of 
people I touch. I do care. Can’t you see 
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On Saturday, December 7th Betty Cummings, Carol Selecki, 
Mary Nashif and Ginny Johnson (St. Mary choir members) went 
caroling around town. They were even live streamed on Facebook!



that by the people I touch, by the people I reach out to?” 

The second thing that causes doubt is worldly 

influences. It says in verse 2 that John had heard about 
the works of Christ, and this confused him because the 
things Christ was doing did not parallel what the people 
thought the Messiah should do. The people all thought 
that when the Messiah came, He would first knock off the 
Romans and give Israel back her land. That’s why, in John 
6, when He fed the multitude, they tried to make Him a 
king in the same chapter - health, wealth, and instant 
happiness. And John had become victimized by the 
thinking of the people around him.


Thirdly, incomplete revelation. It says in verse 2 that 
John had heard about Jesus and he had heard what was 
going on. And his disciples came back and said they had 
seen this and seen that. But he really doubted because he 
didn’t have the opportunity for a firsthand look. And I 
think there’s a sense of legitimate doubt here. He didn’t 
have the opportunity, like Peter said, to be an eyewitness 
of His majesty. 


You ask, “How does this relate to me?” Do you know 
why a lot of people doubt? Not only because of negative 
circumstances and worldly influences, but a lot of people 
doubt because they just don’t understand God’s 
revelation when explained by others. You know, the two 
on the road to Emmaus in Luke 24 were walking along. 
They were in the middle of doubt and confusion and 
perplexity, and the Lord came along and opened to them 
what? The Scriptures. And He began to speak out of 
Scripture the things concerning Himself, and their eyes 
were opened, and they saw Him. And they said, “Did not 
our hearts burn within us as He spoke with us along the 
way and opened to us the Scripture?” We all need a 
firsthand manifestation of the living Christ to dispel doubt, 
and it comes through the pages of Holy Scripture.


Fourthly, people doubt because of unfulfilled 
expectations. John says in verse 3, “Ask Him if we’re 
looking for somebody else. Do we look for another?” 
When John preached about Christ, he said, “There comes 
one after me mightier then I, who comes with 
unquenchable fire, who has a winnowing fan in His hand, 
by which He will separate the wheat from the chaff,” 
which means judgment. In other words, he said, “The 
Messiah is coming in holy judgment.” He was preaching 
repentance. In other words, “You’d better get your life 
right because the Messiah is coming.” The implication is, 
if your life wasn’t right, you're going to regret it. He was 
preaching that the Messiah was coming to judge. Jesus 
was on a mission of mercy, and John’s was a message of 
judgment.


Dear brothers and sisters, If you doubt because of 
difficult circumstances, look at His works. They prove He 
cares for people in difficulty. If you doubt because of 
worldly influence, look at His works. He is in control, and 
someday will show it fully. If you doubt because of 
incomplete revelation, then look at His works and study 
them and read them, and see who He is. If you doubt 
because of unfulfilled expectations, look again, for these 
are all the previews of what He will do in the Kingdom. ❖

SAT., DEC 14 St. John of the Cross

Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Mt 17:9a, 
10-13 (186) 

11:30 am “Glory of Christmas” Bus Trip departs 
3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Donna Decker 

[Bill and Sandi Kwolek]
SUN., DEC 15 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Is 35:1-6a, 10/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 
11:2-11 (7)  Pss III 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
9:30-10:30 am Religious Education - FFH 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Joseph and ♰Helen Germek 

[Kathy and Martin Brogley
MON., DEC 16 Advent Weekday
Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Mt 
21:23-27 (187) 

11:30 am Intercessory Prayer Group - FFH 
12:10 pm Mass: ♰Nicholas Hnizdor, loving 
birthday remembrance 

[Donna Hnizdor, his daughter] 
1:00 pm Genesis to Jesus - FFH 
7:00 pm Advent Penance Service - St. Andrew Saline 
7:15 pm Genesis to Jesus - FFH

TUES., DEC 17 Advent Weekday

Gn 49:2, 8-10/Mt 1:1-17 (193) 8:30 am Mass: ♰Russell Aiuto 
[Tom and Ruth Burch]

WED., DEC 18 Advent Weekday
Jer 23:5-8/Mt 1:18-25 (194) 8:30 am Mass: ♰Susan DuRussel 

[Connie Schaffer] 
5:45 pm Children’s Choir Practice - Choir Loft 
7:00 pm Adult Choir Practice - Choir Loft

THURS., DEC 19 Advent Weekday
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Lk 1:5-25 
(195) 

8:30 am Mass: INT: Aaron Kwolek 
[Mom and Dad Kwolek]

FRI., DEC 20 Advent Weekday
Is 7:10-14/Lk 1:26-38 (196) 8:30 am Mass: ♰Michael Whalen 

[John and Tina Doyle and Family]
SAT., DEC 21 Advent Weekday/St. Peter Canisius
Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Lk 
1:39-45 (197) 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: For the People

SUN., DEC 22 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Is 7:10-14/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 
1:18-24 (10) Pss IV 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Ed and ♰Dorothy Kirk 

[Judy and Eddie Walz] 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Gerald Damian 

[Claudia Damian] 
11:30 am Youth Group Meeting - PC
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Please Pray for: 
Bernice Barc 
Tony Barlage 
Matt Beals 

Duane Beuerle 
Burkina-Faso (ongoing terrorism) 

Tom Burch 
Linda Dyer 

Mike Gibbons 
Priscilla Hale 

Herman Hessling 
Carl Kemner 
Tom Kladzyk 

Wilma Lentz 
Anna Maisano 
Ron Punches 

Émilienne Ramdé 
Paula Saft 

Ray Seghers 
Bruce Sommers 

Eddie Walz 
Loretta Widmayer 



Need Help?
Alternative to Abortion: Right to Life MI Hotline 
800-57WOMAN or visit www.optionline.org

“AA” group meets Fridays and Sundays at 7:00 
pm - Emmanuel Church Kitchen.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by Diocese) spiritual 
support group for those struggling with same sex 
attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate support group for 
the families and friends of ‘Courage’ clients. 
Call 517-342-2596

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive reconciliation and healing) 
Call the confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or email 
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the area, please 
visit our website: stmarymanchester.org

Parish Family Birthdays 
Dec 14	 Shirley Krzyzaniak
............
Dec 14	 Michael McFarland
............
Dec 15	 Sheila Doyle
..........
Dec 15	 Ted Szufnar 
............
Dec 16	 Eric Beuerle
..........
Dec 16	 Mary Frances Fielder 
..............
Dec 16	 Christine Kanta 
..........
Dec 16	 Thadd Szufnar
..........
Dec 17	 Bethel Ball
..........
Dec 17	 Nancy Cocco
..........
Dec 20	 Natalie Bargardi
..........
Dec 21	 Mikayla Ball..........

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, December 1, 2019 

Sunday Envelopes  $5,199.00 ............
Loose Cash & Checks $261.00 .......
Welcome Envelopes $1,028.00 ..........
Christmas $25.00 ..........................
Evangelization Fund $426.00 .........
E-Giving $998.53 ...........................

⏤ 
Weekly toward budget $7,937.53 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. ABOVE goal $2,637.53 ............

⏤ 
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Building & Maintenance… $370.00 .
Poor Box $13.25 ...........................
Votive Candles $68.00..................

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. In Remembrance of 
♰Michael Scully 

(The Scully Family)
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Parish News
Church Cleaning 

Bring your own gloves and bucket and 
join Stephanie Beuerle to clean the church 
for Christmas today, December 15th at 
1pm. Many hands make light work. 

Advent Penance Service 
Tomorrow, December 16th, will be the 
final area Penance Service at 7:00pm. This 
service is at St. Andrew’s in Saline. 

Poinsettia Orders Due 
Memorial Christmas Poinsettias to 
decorate the altar are available. The cost 
is $16 each and checks should be made 
out to “The Flower Garden.” Orders are 
due by December 16th. Forms are in the 
vestibule.  

Rehearsal Reminder 
  All choir rehearsals are in the choir loft: 
children at 5:45 pm and adults at 7:00 pm 
on Wednesday, December 18th. 

Votive Candle Subsidy 
An anonymous benefactor has paid to 
subsidize votive candles. The first 100 
votive candles that are lit will only cost $2 
instead of the usual $4. A note will be on 
each of the candle stands as a reminder. 
When the note is gone, all 100 candles 
have been lit. Please, as you light your 
candles, remember to also pray for our 
generous benefactor.  

Keep Christ in Christmas 
Car magnets depicting the Nativity with 
the words, “Keep Christ in Christmas” are 
available for purchase in the vestibule. 
Please place your $5 payment in the 
collection basket. 

Decorating for Christmas 
Anyone who is interested in helping to 
decorate our beautiful little church for 
Christmas is encouraged to contact Susan 
F i e l d e r ( 7 3 4 - 4 2 8 - 8 8 1 6 , e m a i l 

sfielder@umich.edu). She will be setting 
up dates and times for the various 
decorating tasks for the days immediately 
preceding Christmas. 
Formed Subscription Renewed 
FORMED, an online service for accessing 
1000s of Catholic videos, audios and 
eBooks on demand anytime, anywhere is 
available again to all parishioners. Please 
see the sheets in the vestibule with 
directions on how to access this 
wonderful service. 

Placemat Ads 
Parishioners will be offered the first 
opportunity to advertise their businesses 
and organizations on the St. Mary Fish 
Fry placemats. Ads cost $200 and will 
appear on the placemats for all 2020 Fish 
Frys. If you are interested or would like 
more information, please call the parish 
o f f i c e o r e m a i l Ti n a D o y l e a t 
tmdmich@gmail.com. Advertising will 
open up to non-parishioners  very soon, so 
don’t delay. 

A Note of Thanks 
Thank You to all who supplied the 
goodies for St. Mary’s Altar Society’s 
annual bake sale and to all who purchased 
the wreaths, centerpieces, grave blankets 
and pillows. And thank you to all who 
turned in raffle tickets. The winners of the 
prizes are: Margaret Smith - Mary Shaw’s 
table runner & candles, Janet Shurtliff - 
$50.00 gift card/Polly’s Gift Certificate, 
Judy Walz - Advent Quilt made by Beth 
Ball, and Julie Jones - St. Mary’s red 
centerpiece. Congratulations to all and 
again THANK YOU!! It is because of 
your support that we are able to do the 
things we do for St. Mary’s. 

St. Mary Shuttle Running 
Just a reminder that the St. Mary Shuttle, 
for those needing rides to Mass or other 
parish activities, is now an option. For 
more information call 734-972-5652 or 
email: sfielder@umich.edu  Free Ultrasounds at Family Life 

Services, 840 Maus Ave, Ypsilanti MI  on 
Wednesday, December 18th 10am-3pm. 
Call 734-434-3088 to schedule.

Area News

Fundraising Opportunity 
Special items that have been 
donated to our parish as 
fundraisers are available in the 
vestibule. 100% of the proceeds 
from the sale of each of these 
items goes to the parish!

1) Boxed Christmas cards 
featuring our lovely little church. 
$10/box of seven with matching 
gold-foil lined envelopes

2) UofM wall calendar with 
beautiful drawings of the campus. 
Available for an $8 donation.

3) An action-packed book for 
youth entitled, “Setting the 
Record Straight”. Just $5. 
See the displays in the vestibule 
for more info!
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