
Verses 18-25 of today’s 
Gospel deal with the virgin 
birth of Jesus Christ. Now 
the Jewish leaders believed 
that the promised Messiah 
would be the son of David; 
that  he would be a member 
of the royal family of David. 
But even today the Jews 
may say that Jesus is the 
son of David in the royal line, 
but not the Son of God in 
human flesh. 


One Protestant seminary 
president in California wrote 
that 56% of the students in 
P r o t e s t a n t  s e m i n a r i e s 
studying for the ministry 
rejected the idea of the virgin 
birth of Jesus Christ. The 
prophecy that we heard in 
today’s Gospel and the truth 
about the birth of Christ is 
unacceptable to them. He 
said that the survey research 
center of the University  of 
California at Berkeley polled 
the denominations to get 
their view on the virgin 
birth.  Sixty-nine percent of 
American Baptists, 66% of 
Lutherans, 57% of United 
P resby te r i ans ,  39% o f 
Ep iscopa l ians ,  34% of 
Methodists,  and 21% of 
Congregationalists believed 
in the virgin birth of Jesus 
Christ. He adds that the 
church is not evangelical any 
more, and it has become 
very liberal.


But our faith in the 
theology of the virgin birth of 
Christ is not based on 
majority rule but on divine 
revelation. If the virgin birth is 
ignored or rejected, that is the 
most serious error of all. We 
cannot doubt it and we 
cannot deny it and we cannot 
ignore it if we simply open our 
eyes and read Mt  1:18-25. 
The incarnation of the Lord 
Jesus Christ is the central 
fact of Christianity.  Upon it 
the whole superstructure of 
Christian theology clearly 
depends upon the birth of 
Christ from a virgin. This is an 
essential doctrine and it was 
predicted by the prophets 
centuries before the birth of 
Christ. Every Sunday we say 
in the Apostles  Creed, “He 
was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit,  born of the virgin 
Mary.” This belief has always 
been a cardinal fact of 
Christianity. His virgin birth, 
His crucifixion,  His bodily 
resurrection and His second 
coming are one package. You 
cannot isolate any one of 
them or accept only one and 
reject the rest.


Mathew splits his first 
chapter into two parts, 
dealing with the human and 
then the divine. Mt 1:1-17 
gives Christ’s genealogy, His 
human origin, and the second 
part that we heard today 
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gives His divine origin; so He is Son of David in His 
humanity and He is Son of God in His divinity. Matthew 
wrote this Gospel around 30-70 AD. At that time there 
were so many virgin birth myths floating around; 
especially the virgin birth story of Alexander the 
Great,  son of Philip of Macedon, who conquered the 
world. He is believed to be the son of Zeus, a Greek God; 
Philip is not considered as his human father. That is why 
Matthew goes back to the prophecy in the Old Testament, 
Isaiah 7:14, to give evidence to the history of the birth of 
Jesus Christ, God in human flesh. No matter what the 
Jews may or may not have believed, no matter what the 
legends were, no matter what the critics said, no matter 
what the slander said, Matthew records the facts - Jesus 
is the incarnate Word of God.


Verse 18 says Mary was betrothed to Joseph. 
Deuteronomy 20:7 tells you about how two families or two 
individuals could draw up a contract that promised a 
binding marriage. And, if at any time during the betrothal 
period of that contract you violated that marriage 
vow, you had to be divorced in an official sense as it is a 
legal marriage. They used the term “husband and 
wife”  because it was as good as valid,  just not 
consummated. In other words, it was in this betrothal 
period that Mary was made to be with child by the Holy 
Spirit. So, there would be absolutely no question about 
whether Joseph was the father. And Joseph was a godly 
man, a righteous man, who would not have violated God’s 
standard. The marriage was not consummated. So, Mary 
knew it  and when she became pregnant, she knew 
why. But, poor Joseph, he didn’t know. When he found 
out, it was a shock. He knew Mary, he knew this girl that 
he was betrothed to. He knew the quality of her character. 
He knew the righteous standard by which she lived. He 
knew her stature before God. It made no sense at all.


So Matthew records for us clearly that God became 
flesh by a virgin in which seed was planted by the Holy 
Spirit. Non- believers may ask, “Well, how does that 
work?” We have no answer in human terms, these are the 
essentials of our faith. The Holy Spirit was always in the 
work of creation. In Genesis  1, he brooded over the 
emptiness and nothingness and he created everything. In 
Acts 1, he moved upon the situation of people gathered in 
the upper room and he created the church.  And why 
shouldn’t he be able to create the marvelous miracle of 
the virgin birth? And Paul says in Galatians 4:4, “In the 
fulness of the time-” Christ came, “-made of a 
woman, made under the law.”


Dear brothers and sisters, the virgin birth was 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, confronted by 
Joseph in his shock and clarified by the angel to him in a 
dream. Lastly, the virgin birth connected the Old 
Testament prophecies. As Matthew quotes  Isaiah 7:14, 
“Now all this was done,  that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by the Lord through the prophet.” With this 
understanding let us approach the Christmas 
celebration. ❖

SAT., DEC 21 Advent Weekday/St. Peter Canisius

Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Mt 17:9a, 
10-13 (186) 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: For the People

SUN., DEC 22 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Is 7:10-14/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 
1:18-24 (10) Pss IV 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Ed and ♰Dorothy Kirk 

[Judy and Eddie Walz] 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Gerald Damian 

[Claudia Damian] 
11:30 am Youth Group Meeting - PC

MON., DEC 23 Advent Weekday/St. John of Kanty
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Lk 1:57-66 
(199) 

11:30 am Intercessory Prayer Group - FFH 
12:10 pm Mass: ♰Thomas Manion 

[John and Tina Doyle and Family] 
7:00 pm Confession 
7:00 pm Evangelization Team Meeting - FFH

TUES., DEC 24 Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord
Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 
14a, 16/Lk 1:67-79 (200) 

Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 
22-25/Mt 1:1-25 (13)

5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Russell Aiuto 
[Pete and Inge Roncoli]

WED., DEC 25 The Nativity of the Lord
Night: Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 
2:1-14 (14) 
Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 
2:15-20 (15) 
Day: Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 
1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 (16) Pss 
Prop

12:00 am Midnight Mass: ♰Brian and ♰Bradley Walz 
[Mom and Dad Walz] 

10:00 am Mass: ♰Joe Fitzgerald, a Christmas 
Remembrance 

[His Wife and Family]

THURS., DEC 26 St. Stephen

Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Mt 
10:17-22 (696) Pss Prop 

No Mass Today in Manchester

FRI., DEC 27 St. John
1 Jn 1:1-4/Jn 20:1a, 2-8 (697) 
Pss Prop 

No Mass Today in Manchester

SAT., DEC 28 The Holy Innocents

1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Mt 2:13-18 
(698) Pss Prop 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Cliff Tracy 

[His Family]

SUN., DEC 29 THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY 
AND JOSEPH

Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Col 3:12-21 
or 3:12-17/Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 
(17) Pss Prop 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Oscar and ♰Daisy Walz 

[Judy and Eddie Walz] 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Please Pray for: 
Bernice Barc 
Tony Barlage 
Matt Beals 

Duane Beuerle 
Burkina-Faso (ongoing terrorism) 

Tom Burch 
Linda Dyer 

Mike Gibbons 
Priscilla Hale 

Herman Hessling 
Carl Kemner 

Tom Kladzyk 
Sarah Laskowski 

Wilma Lentz 
Anna Maisano 
Ron Punches 

Émilienne Ramdé 
Paula Saft 

Ray Seghers 
Bruce Sommers 

Eddie Walz 
Loretta Widmayer 

Helena Zink 



Need Help?
Alternative to Abortion: Right to Life MI Hotline 
800-57WOMAN or visit www.optionline.org

“AA” group meets Fridays and Sundays at 7:00 
pm - Emmanuel Church Kitchen.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by Diocese) spiritual 
support group for those struggling with same sex 
attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate support group for 
the families and friends of ‘Courage’ clients. 
Call 517-342-2596

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive reconciliation and healing) 
Call the confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or email 
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the area, please 
visit our website: stmarymanchester.org

Parish Family Birthdays 
Dec 21	 Mikayla Ball
..........
Dec 24	 Leocadia Wallison
..........
Dec 25	 Brandon Woods
..........
Dec 26	 Stan Gilbert
..........
Dec 26	 Gerald Shaw 
..........
Dec 27	 Peter Victor Cocco
..........
Dec 27	 Michael Coltre 
..........
Dec 27	 Denise Dresch 
..........
Dec 28	 Madigan Flaherty
..........
Dec 28	 Peter Nashif
..........
Dec 29	 Peter Joseph Cocco.............

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, December 8, 2019 

Sunday Envelopes  $3,255.00 ............
Loose Cash & Checks $154.50 .......
Welcome Envelopes $48.00 ..........
Immaculate Conception $924.00 ....
Evangelization Fund $150.00 .........
E-Giving $165.64 ...........................

⏤ 
Weekly toward budget $4,897.14 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. BELOW goal $402.86 ...........

⏤ 
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Building & Maintenance… $295.00 .
Retired Religious $327.00 .................
Poor Box $216.25 ...........................
Votive Candles $93.00..................

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. INT: Fr. Bosco, Good 
Health and Strength 

(Inge and Peter Roncoli) 
2. INT: Deacon Dennis 

Walters, Good Health and 
Strength 

(Inge and Peter Roncoli)

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester MI                             ❖ Fourth Sunday of Advent ❖   December 22, 2019.   Pg. 3

Parish News
Decorating for Christmas 

Anyone who is interested in helping to 
decorate our beautiful little church for 
Christmas is encouraged to contact Susan 
F i e l d e r ( 7 3 4 - 4 2 8 - 8 8 1 6 , e m a i l 
sfielder@umich.edu). She will be setting 
up dates and times for the various 
decorating tasks for the days immediately 
preceding Christmas. 

Keep Christ in Christmas 
Car magnets depicting the Nativity with 
the words, “Keep Christ in Christmas” are 
available for purchase in the vestibule. 
Please place your $5 payment in the 
collection basket. 

Votive Candle Subsidy 
An anonymous benefactor has paid to 
subsidize votive candles. The first 100 
votive candles that are lit will only cost $2 
instead of the usual $4. A note will be on 
each of the candle stands as a reminder. 
When the note is gone, all 100 candles 
have been lit. Please, as you light your 
candles, remember to also pray for our 
generous benefactor.  

End of Year Contributions 
The end of the year is quickly 
approaching, so the Parish Office would 
like to remind you that any donations that 
you would like to make for the 2019 tax 
year should be brought to the Office by 
Monday, December 30th for proper 
accounting purposes. 

Accept the Challenge 
The Lansing Diocesan Men’s Conference 
will be held on Saturday, February 
22nd 9:00 am-6:00 pm at U of M 
Oosterbaan Field House. Buy Early Bird 
tickets for $29, youth $19 until December 
31st at acceptthechallenge.org 

Formed Subscription Renewed 
FORMED, an online service for accessing 
1000s of Catholic videos, audios and 
eBooks on demand anytime, anywhere is 
available again to all parishioners. Please 
see the sheets in the vestibule with 
directions on how to access this 
wonderful service. 

New Year Holy Hour 
Once again, Fr. Bosco will be offering a 
Holy Hour of Prayer and Adoration on 
New Year’s Eve. This special time of 
prayer will begin at 4:00 pm on New 
Year’s Eve and conclude when the Vigil 
Mass for the Solemnity of Mary, Mother 
of God begins at 5:00 pm.  

Placemat Ads 
Parishioners will be offered the first 
opportunity to advertise their businesses 
and organizations on the St. Mary Fish 
Fry placemats. Ads cost $200 and will 
appear on the placemats for all 2020 Fish 
Frys. If you are interested or would like 
more information, please call the parish 
o f f i c e o r e m a i l Ti n a D o y l e a t 
tmdmich@gmail.com. Advertising will 
open up to non-parishioners  very soon, so 
don’t delay. 

Intercessory Prayer Group 
The intercessory prayer group meets on 
Mondays in the Fr. Fisher Hall at 11:30 
am for prayers of thanksgiving and 
petition. All are welcome. 

Sign of the Cross 
The Knights of Columbus are selling 
white crosses at the Flower Garden. Each 
cross is $5 and will be a simple beacon of 
faith to all who pass your yard. Be a 
missionary without leaving home. 

Womb Christmas Caroling at Planned 
Parenthood, 3100 Professional Dr., A2 
Saturday, December 28th 11:00 am. 
E m a i l P a u l f o r m o r e i n f o : 
SAFLAnnArbor@gmail.com  
I Have a Dream Essay Contest for 
college students. In 1000 words or less 

describe your personal dream for racial 
e q u i t y a n d e m a i l t o 
webercenter@adriandominicans by 
11:59 pm Monday, January 6th. Call 
517-266-4000 for more info. 

Area News
Fundraising Opportunity 

Special items that have been 
donated to our parish as 
fundraisers are available in the 
vestibule. 100% of the proceeds 
from the sale of each of these 
items goes to the parish!

1) Christmas cards with matching 
envelopes - $10/box of seven

2) UofM wall calendar - $8

3) An action-packed book for 
youth entitled, “Setting the 
Record Straight”- $5. 
See the displays in the vestibule 
for more info!
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