
The light which attracted 
the Magi from the East was 
more than a natural light. 
They were drawn by the Holy 
Spirit to seek the newborn 
Christ, “the true light which 
enlightens everyone,” as St. 
John says, or, as Jesus 
would later say of Himself, “I 
am the light of the world.” 
Yes, the One who is “God 
from God, light from light, 
true God from true God” had 
come into the world to bring 
about the world’s salvation. 
The visit of the Magi from 
afar at the birth of Jesus was 
a world-changing event 
w h i c h s y m b o l i z e s t h e 
attractiveness of Jesus and 
the Gospe l t o peop le 
everywhere, to people of 
every nation, language, race, 
culture, and epoch of history. 
The journey they undertook 
was neither easy nor free of 
danger and, as we see, it 
provoked King Herod, who saw the newborn Child as a 
threat. 


Pope Francis might say of the Magi that they left “their 
comfort zone” so as to seek and ultimately to find the Lord. 
They exchanged the lesser lights of wealth and comfort for 
the true light, “for the glory of God shining on the face of 
the newborn Christ”. They enter into the stable, there to 
worship the Child as they offered him gifts… Gifts that 
symbolize the mission God the Father entrusted to His Son: 
gold to acknowledge His universal kingship, frankincense to 
acknowledge His divinity,  and myrrh to acknowledge His 
humanity. What the religious and political leaders of Israel 
missed, the wise men from the East found, and in a very 
unlikely place, in the poorest and most humble of 
situations. When they saw Mary and Joseph and the Child 
in poverty, the wise men, far from being disappointed, were 
overjoyed and they worshipped Him!


We k n o w t h a t M a t t h e w 
presents Jesus Christ as 
king,  as sovereign. Everything 
in Matthew focuses on His 
majesty, on His sovereignty, on 
His great personage as the 
ruler, the one who has the right 
to reign,  the Messiah, the 
anointed one,  the promised 
king. In the Gospel of Mark, he 
presents Him as Suffering 
Servant of Yahweh.  Mark has 
no genealogy at all because 
the lineage of a servant is 
irrelevant. And Luke presents 
Him as the Son of Man. He 
takes his genealogy all the way 
back and starts with Adam. 
John, the fourth Gospel, who 
presents Christ as the Son of 
God, bypasses all human 
genealogy and simply says, “In 
t h e b e g i n n i n g w a s t h e 
Word,  and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was 
God.”  And so , he goes 
i m m e d i a t e l y f r o m t h e 

beginning of his Gospel back to eternity and establishes 
the eternal essence of Christ.


Now as we look at verses 1 to 12, I want you to see 
five acts in this incredible narration that is played out in 
chapter 2; they are 1) “Arrival,” 2) “Agitation,” 3) 
“Acting,”  4) “Adoration,” and 5) “Avoidance.” First of all, 
we come to “Arrival.” Let’s look at verses 1 and 2: “Now 
when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days 
of Herod the king, behold, there came magi.” They asked 
“Where is the new born King?” 


We saw the “Agitation” in verse 3: “When Herod the 
King heard these things, he was troubled” and all 
Jerusalem with him. Herod, who was an Edomite, had 
been given his job by the Roman government and was 
panicky because he felt he was going to lose his job even 
though he was 70 years old and already nearly sick unto 
death. It wasn’t long after this that he 
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had  all the babies under two years of age in 
Bethlehem  and the surrounding area murdered. At 
Herod’s enquiry, the politicians and theologians together 
researched the scriptures. From them he knew that this 
was more than a human king. He knew this was the 
Messiah,  the anointed one. He made the connection in 
his mind. He was living in a day when the hope of 
deliverance through the arrival and work of the promised 
Messiah was in the hearts and on the lips of many, and 
he knew the king of the 
Jews and the Messiah  of 
Israel were one in the 
same. All he did was want 
to get rid of the child.


Let’s look at “Acting” 
in verse 7:  “Then Herod 
privately called the wise 
men.” If he had another 
public meeting with these 
guys,  everybody would 
know someth ing was 
up. So he had a private one and he “inquired of them 
diligently what time the star appeared.” In Verse 8, his 
hypocrisy(Acting) continues, “Go and search diligently 
for the young Child;  and when you have found Him, 
bring me word again, that I may come and worship Him 
also.” The journey is complete for the Magi in verse 9 
and 10: “When they saw the star, they rejoiced.” They 
worshipped (Adoration) and gave Him gifts. They gave 
some pretty good stuff - gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 


Finally, in verse 12, “Avoidance.” And God took over 
these wonderful Magi.  He wanted them to take the 
message of the King back to Persia where they came 
from,  the message of the Newborn,  the Messiah, the 
Anointed One. And so, they were warned by God in a 
dream that they should not return to Herod to tell him 
about the Baby and they departed to their own country 
another way.


Now the name Bethlehem needs an explanation. It 
means ‘house of bread.” House of Bread - a fitting name 
for the place where the very Bread of Life was 
born. Now this little village sits in a fertile countryside 
and was very productive. This little town of Bethlehem 
had a long and very interesting history.  If you go all the 
way back to Genes is ,  you wi l l find that in 
Bethlehem,  Jacob buried Rachel and set a pillar, or a 
marker, by her grave. We find also that when Ruth 
married Boaz in the Book of Ruth, she lived in the town 
of Bethlehem. But above all, the town of Bethlehem was 
the home and the city of the great king of Israel, David. 
That is what is characteristically known about 
Bethlehem. It is ever and always the City of David. Dear 
brothers and sisters, we are called to become  “light 
brightly shining” - shining with the truth and love of 
Christ, shining with the attractiveness and joy of the 
Gospel. May our Christian discipleship be a witness of 
true light to the world. May God bless us and keep us 
always in His love! ❖

SAT., JAN 4 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton/First Saturday

1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Mt 2:13-18 
(698) Pss Prop 

8:30 am First Saturday Mass: INT: God’s 
Blessing and Divine Will for the O’Hotzke Family 

[Lisa Chisnell] 
3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Russell Aiuto 

[Terri and Carl Jobkar]
SUN., JAN 5 THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Col 3:12-21 
or 3:12-17/Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 
(17) Pss Prop  

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Christine Marie Hessling 

[The Hessling Family] 
9:30-10:30 am Religious Education Classes - FFH 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People

MON., JAN 6 Christmas Weekday/St. André Bessette
1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Mt 4:12-17, 
23-25 (212) Pss II 

11:30 am Intercessory Prayer Group - FFH 
12:10 pm Mass: ♰Russell Aiuto 

[Mary Ann Coval] 
1:00 pm and 7:15 pm Genesis to Jesus- FFH

TUES., JAN 7 Christmas Weekday/St. Raymond of Penyafort

1 Jn 4:7-10/Mk 6:34-44 (213) 8:30 am Mass: ♰James O’Sullivan, 4th Anniversary 
[Ellen O’Sullivan]

WED., JAN 8 Christmas Weekday
1 Jn 4:11-18/Mk 6:45-52 (214) 8:30 am Mass: ♰Alfred Kwolek 

[Scott and Sylvie Strong] 
7:00 pm Pastoral Council Meeting - FFH

THURS., JAN 9 Christmas Weekday
1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Lk 4:14-22a 
(215)

8:30 am Mass: INT: Health of Parish Members 
[Punches Family]

FRI., JAN 10 Christmas Weekday
1 Jn 5:5-13/Lk 5:12-16 (216)  8:30 am Mass: INT: Holy Catholic Church: for 

God’s Divine Will and Healing 
[a Parishioner]

SAT., JAN 11 Christmas Weekday

1 Jn 5:14-21/Jn 3:22-30 (217) 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Gerald Damian 

[Claudia Damian] 
7:30 pm Praise and Worship - Church

SUN., JAN 12 THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Acts 10:34-38/
Mt 3:13-17 (21) Pss Prop 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
9:30-10:30 am Religious Education Classes - Church 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: INT: God’s protection, blessing 
and divine will for the Flaherty Family 

[Lisa Chisnell] 
Coffee Hour after both Sunday Masses - FFH

Fr. Bosco’s’ article continued from page 1

Need Help?
Alternative to Abortion: Right to Life MI 
Hotline 800-57WOMAN or visit 
www.optionline.org

“AA” group meets Fridays and 
Sundays at 7:00 pm - Emmanuel 
Church Kitchen.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those 
struggling with same sex attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families and 
friends of ‘Courage’ clients. Call 
517-342-2596

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or 
email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org
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Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Evangelization Fund. Thank you so much for your generosity. 
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Parish Family Birthdays 
Jan 5	 Constance Stancato 
...............
Jan 7	 Doug Rickert
............
Jan 8	 Richard Fielder
............
Jan 8	 Cynthia Remski 
............
Jan 10	 Duane Beuerle
..........
Jan 11	 Karen Berg
..........
Jan 11	 Lily McFarland
..........
Jan 11	 Tim Tyler
..........
Jan 12	 Geneva Walkowe..........

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, December 22, 2019 

Sunday Envelopes  $5,776.00 ............
Loose Cash & Checks $96.00 .......
Welcome Envelopes $19.00 ..........
Immaculate Conception $25.00 ....
Christmas $95.00 ..........................
Solemnity of Mary $10.00 .............
Christmas Decor $10.00 ...............
All Souls’ Day $5.00 ...................
Christmas Day $3,792.00 ..................
E-Giving $120.04 ...........................

2 
Weekly toward budget $6,156.04 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. ABOVE goal $856.04 ............

2 
Yearly toward budget…..$138,744.65 
Year to Date goal………$132,500.00 
Amt. ABOVE goal $6,245.00 ............

2 
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Building & Maintenance… $10.00 .
Retired Religious $25.00 .................
Poor Box $175.00 ...........................
Votive Candles $57.00..................

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. The Repose of the Soul of 
♱Alfred Kwolek 

(Jim and Marja Warner) 
2. The Repose of the Soul of 

♱Shirley Bomnarito 
(Her Brother)
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Parish News
Join Formed 

FORMED, an online service for accessing 1000s of 
C a t h o l i c v i d e o s , a u d i o s a n d e B o o k s o n 
demand anytime, anywhere is available again to all 
parishioners. Please see the sheets in the vestibule 
with directions on how to access this wonderful 
service. 

Accept the Challenge 
The Lansing Diocesan Men’s Conference will be held 
on Saturday, February 22nd 9:00 am-6:00 pm at U 
of M Oosterbaan Field House. Tickets are $40, youth 
$25. Purchase them at acceptthechallenge.org 

Bible Study Schedule   
Sessions for the parish Bible Study, "Genesis to 
Jesus," will double up from once a month to twice a 
month, on the first and third Monday of each month. 
Times will remain the same; that is, 1:00 pm and 7:15 
pm. Remember to bring your workbooks with you 
when you come. 

Placemat Ads 
Parishioners will be offered the first opportunity 
to advertise their businesses and organizations on 
the St. Mary Fish Fry placemats. Ads cost $200 
and will appear on the placemats for all 2020 
Fish Frys. If you are interested or would like 
more information, please call the parish office or 
email Tina Doyle at tmdmich@gmail.com. 
Advertising will open up to non-parishioners  
very soon, so don’t delay. 

Intercessory Prayer Group 
The intercessory prayer group meets on Mondays 
in the Fr. Fisher Hall at 11:30 am for prayers of 
thanksgiving and petition. All are welcome. 

Sign of the Cross 
The Knights of Columbus are selling white yard 
crosses at the Flower Garden for $5 each. It will 
be a simple beacon of faith to all who see it.  
Be a missionary without leaving home.

Coffee Hour  
Sunday, January 12th  

following each Mass 
Sponsored by : 
Amazing Greys

I Have a Dream Essay Contest for 
college students. In 1000 words or 
less describe your personal dream 
for racial equity and email to 
webercenter@adriandominicans by 
11:59 pm Monday, January 6th. 
Call 517-266-4000 for more info. 
Surviving Divorce, a new ministry 
for those who have experienced the 
pain of a broken marriage will be 
offered at St. Mary Chelsea. This 
program is for the newly separated 
and d ivorced and those s t i l l 
struggling with issues many years 
later. For more info, contact St. 
Mary's office at 734-475-7561 or at 
smcch@aol.com 

40 Days For Life invites you to join 
the effort in Ann Arbor! Planning 
meetings for the Lenten 2020 Ann 
Arbor Campaign will be held on 
Wednesdays a t 7 pm in the 
St.Francis of Assisi Church LIBRARY 
(2250 E Stadium Blvd, A2) on 
January 8th, 15th, 29th and 
February 12th and 19th. The 
Lenten 40 Days For Life Campaign 
will be Ash Wednesday, February 
26th - Palm Sunday, April 5th. For 
info, please contact Sandie at 
p l a n 2 p r a y @ g m a i l . c o m o r 
734-657-1936.

Amazing Greys 
The next meeting is after 

12:10 pm Mass  
Monday, January 13th 

Please join us for a potluck lunch.

Please Pray for: 
Leon Ball 

Duane Beuerle 
Burkina-Faso 

(ongoing terrorism) 
Mike Gibbons 
Priscilla Hale 

Herman Hessling 
Carl Kemner 
Tom Kladzyk 

Sarah Laskowski 
Wilma Lentz 

Anna Maisano 
Ron Punches 

Émilienne Ramdé 
Paula Saft 

Ray Seghers 
Bruce Sommers 

Baby Bryson Vitalli 
Eddie Walz 
Cindy Wills 

The Repose of the 
Soul: 

♰Al Kwolek

Area News
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