
H IS STARTING POINT 
– Fr. Bosco Padamattummal – 

D oes my life matter? Do I make a difference? 
How? And we don’t just want someone else to 

say “yes.” We want to be able to say yes for 
ourselves.  

I can’t tell you how many times I’ve been to a 
nursing home and heard someone say, “I’m just ready 
to go. I don’t want to be here. Why am I still here?” I 
can’t help but wonder if what they are really asking is 
whether their life matters and what difference does it 
make to another. Are they of value?  

Regardless of when or how those questions 
come up, I think they are grounded in a deep 
longing and desire for abundance in our life. We 
want to be an abundant people. We want to live an 

abundant life.  
In John 10:10, just 

preceding today’s 
gospel reading, Jesus 
says, “I have come that 
they may have life and 
have it more 
abundantly.” This 
statement underlies 

everything he does, and it sets the tone for his 
telling of today’s story about the good shepherd,  
the hired hand, the sheep, and the wolf.  

Abundance: What does abundance mean for you? 
What does it feel like when you live apart or distant 
from abundance? And I’m not talking about quantity; 
rather, abundance is a quality of life. It is a way of 
being that touches the deepest part of ourselves. It 
connects us with the divine, with the holy, and with 
what is good, true, and beautiful in this world. It’s not 
so much about getting something we don’t have but 
about living more fully into what is already present.  

So that abundance is love that leads to love.     
It is joy that leads to joy, peace that leads to peace, 
kindness that leads to kindness. It is stepping more 
deeply and more fully into our own life and into the 
life of another. It is the presence of God lived 
through your life and my life. 

So, what if we took those four images in 
today’s gospel – the good shepherd, the sheep, the 
hired hand, and the wolf – and considered them as 
lenses through which to see abundance, windows 
into the abundant life?  

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER ⧫ APRIL 25, 2021 

The Month of 
May begins next 

weekend…  
It is the  
Month of 
Mary! 

M ay Crowning is a 
beautiful Catholic 

tradition held during the 
month of May to honor our 
Blessed Mother. This year 
our parish May Crowning  
will take place on Sunday, 
May 9 at the beginning of 
the 10:30 Mass. Watch for 
more information in next 
week’s bulletin. 

— continued on p. 2 
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C 
ongratulations, Patrick McGoff, on the occasion of receiving your  
First Holy Communion. Patrick is pictured here with his parents,  
Rory and Kathryn, and his sisters Mary and baby Anna.  

T he Rosary is like an 
ancient treasure map. It 

has led countless men and women 
from all walks of life to the 
treasures of peace, joy, clarity, and 
contentment. The Rosary is a rich 
prayer that can transform your life. 
Come to Mass 20 minutes  
early each Saturday/Sunday  
in May to pray the Holy Rosary  
together as a parish family. 



 

The Good Shepherd: When you hear about the good shepherd, 
who do you think of? Jesus. Yes, that’s the usual answer, and it is a 
correct answer. I am not disputing that it is Jesus, but could it be more 
than Jesus? Could you be the good shepherd? Could I be the good 
shepherd? Who have been good shepherds is your life? I don’t ask 
those question to take away from Jesus, but to expand, enlarge, and 
extend his presence.  

Think about what Psalm 23 says about the shepherd. What does 
the shepherd do? The shepherd leads and guides. The shepherd 
revives. The shepherd protects. The shepherd companions. The 
shepherd nourishes and feeds. The shepherd sets a table of welcome 
and hospitality in the difficult places of life. How about those times 
you did those things for someone else? You set the table. You were 
the guide. You were the companion. You were the reviver. You were 
the good shepherd. I think this is happening in all sorts of ways. It 
happens when we parent. It happens when we love our spouse. It 
happens when we care for a sick or dying friend, parent, or spouse. 

Here is the thing: The shepherd, regardless of who it is, is always 
leading to abundance. The shepherd is always leading to the green 
pastures, to the still waters, to the table that is set and the cup that is 
overflowing. It’s always about getting to that place of abundance.  
But it’s not as if abundance wasn’t already there. It’s always been 
here, right before us. Sometimes we just need someone to help us  
find it, to point to it, to show us that it is already here, and to remind 
us of what really matters most.  

Sheep: What about the sheep? Suppose the sheep are the things 
that really matter, the things that have ultimate value? What if the 
sheep are the things entrusted to us and that we entrust to another?    
If someone comes to you and says, “You know, I’m really struggling 
in my marriage. Can I tell you what’s going on?” They are a sheep 
asking for your shepherd guidance. Or you go to someone and say,   
“I don’t know what to do with my child,” or “I don’t know how to       
get through this tough spot in life. I just need some courage and some 
hope.” You are the sheep looking for a shepherd. There’s something 
about sheep that is abundant. It’s in their vulnerability, their honesty, 
and the way they hope. It’s why they matter, why we care for them. 
It’s why we receive that entrustment with great respect and honor.  

It’s pretty easy to see the good shepherd and the sheep as images 
of abundance. They point to what is. But what about the hired  
hand and the wolf? That’s more difficult, and yet they also point to 
abundance but in a different way. The remind us of what’s been lost 
and carried away. Abandoned. It is not as if the abundance was never 
there or can never be regained again. It’s lost, scattered, forgotten.  

Dear brothers and sisters, how might these images help you to 
make a difference, to live the abundant life? What will you do with 
what you see through these windows? There is no one right answer. 
There is only each of us working it out in our life. Sometimes it is 
helpful and insightful to look at where the gospel story falls in 
relationship to what comes before and what comes after. You’ve got 
to know that we are never just one of them. We are all of them.    
They are all parts of us, pieces of our lives, ways that we’ve been,  
and experiences that we’ve had.  

Every one of us could tell a story about when we were the good 
shepherd, when we guided and protected and nourished. And we 
could tell a story of how, ten minutes later, we were the hired hand 
and ran out. We could talk about the sheep that matter and are so 
valuable. And we could tell stories about the wolves that devour, 
snatch, and scatter. It would be easy to divide this gospel into good 
characters and bad characters. Let’s not do that. Let’s just hear this 
story as information about our lives, without making a judgment or a 
conclusion, but simply as an opening to the abundant life. 

“I have come,” Jesus says, “that they may have life and have it 
more abundantly.” That is his starting point, and it is his goal. 
Abundant life is Jesus’ promise to each of us.        

   

HIS starting point 

St. Mary’s Parish Weekly Calendar ❖ April 24-May 2, 2021 

SAT. APRIL 24 Easter Weekday 
 (opt. mem. St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen, Priest and Martyr) 

3:30-4:30pm Confession 

 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for the Fourth 
Sunday of Easter: For the People  

SUN. APRIL 25 The Fourth Sunday of Easter 

8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession  

 8:30am MASS:  Mabel Millenbach              
[The Achtenberg Family]   

 10:30am MASS:  Martin Brogley, Sr. 
(Martin Brogley’s Dad)                   
[Bill & Astrida Punches]    

MON. APRIL 26 Easter Weekday 

 12:10pm MASS:  Lynn Doyle                     
[John & Tina Doyle and Family] 

3:30-4:45pm Rel Ed classes / PC 

TUES. APRIL 27 Easter Weekday  

 8:30pm MASS:  Jack Van Riper                     
[Alice Kidd] 

WED. APRIL 28 Easter Weekday (opt. mem. St. Peter Chanel, 
 Priest and Martyr) (opt. mem/ St. Louis Grignion de Montfort, Priest) 

 8:30pm MASS:  INT: Jack & Liz 
Strong [Jim & Dee Dee Sahakian] 

THUR. APRIL 29 Memorial: St. Catherine of Siena, 
 Virgin and Doctor of the Church 

 8:30am MASS:  Tom Burch                     
[Martin & Kathy Brogley] 

FRI. APRIL 30 Easter Weekday (opt. mem. St. Pius V, Pope)  

 8:30am MASS:  Don Christian                     
[Geraldine Bonkowski] 

SAT. MAY 1 Easter Weekday (opt. mem. St. Joseph the Worker) 

 8:30am FIRST SATURDAY MASS:            

 Jim Walkowe [Geneva Walkowe]   
3:30-4:30pm Confession 
Pray the Rosary 20 minutes before Mass 

 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for the Fifth 

Sunday of Easter:  Eddie Walz                  
[Ruth Burch & Family]  

SUN. MAY 2 The 5th Sunday of Easter 

Pray the Rosary 20 minutes before each Sunday Mass 
8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession  

 8:30am MASS:  Eddie Walz [Pat & Liz 
Wallace]   

 10:30am MASS: For the People     

Acts 9:31-42 • Jn 6:60-69  
 
 
 
 

Acts 4:8-12 
1 Jn 3:1-2 
Jn 10:11-18  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acts 11:1-18 
Jn 10:1-10  
 
 
 
Acts 11:19-26 
Jn 10:22-30  
 
 
 

Acts 12:24–13:5a 
Jn 12:44-50  
 
 
 

Acts 13:13-25 
Jn 13:16-20  
 
 

Acts 13:26-33 
Jn 14:1-6  
 
 
Acts 13:44-52 • Jn 14:7

-14 (or for Memorial: 
Gn 1:26–2:3 (or Col 
3:14-15, 17, 23-24) • 
Mt 13:54-58  
 
 

 
 
 

Acts 9:26-31 
1 Jn 3:18-24 
Jn 15:1-8  

April 25 
Johnathon Dobis 

April 26  
James Bauer 

Luke Chisnell 
April 28 

Ashley Rickert 
April 30 

Dcn. Dennis 

 

Pray the Rosary 
20 minutes 

before each of the 
weekend Masses. 

Alta r F lowe r s 

Continued good 
health for our 

family   

George & Elizabeth  
Daubner 

Birthday Blessings! 

First Saturday is this coming Sat., May 1. Come to First 
Saturday Mass at 8:30am and begin the Five First Saturday 

devotion requested by our Blessed Mother at Fatima. Oremus… 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster4_RCL.html#ps1


  

 

NEED HELP? An “AA” group 

meets Fridays at 7:00pm at 

Emanuel Church, 324 W Main St. 

(next door to St Mary’s) 

NEED HELP?  
ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: 
Call (800) 57WOMAN (800-579-6626)  – 

OR – Text for Help:  
“HELPLINE” to 313131  

Need Help? PROJECT RACHEL  
(post-abortion reconciliation  

and healing) Call the confidential 
phone line: 517-993-0291, or email 

nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic 
spiritual support group for those struggling 

with same sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is 
a separate support group for families & 

friends. For info in the Diocese of Lansing, call 
517-342-2596 or email caverart@comcast.net 

0 
St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTION  
Sunday, April 11, 2021 

Sunday Env (63)  .............. $ 3,975.00 
Welcome & Loose  ................  217.41 
Easter (9)  .............................  440.00 
E-Giving  ..............................  792.25 

Combined toward budget:  $ 5,424.66 
Budget goal:  .....................  5,300.00 
Amt ABOVE goal:  ..........  + $ 124.66 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Bldg & Maint (6)  ............... $ 165.00 
Poor Box  ..............................   70.00 
 Votive candles  .......................   30.00 

1) In memory of +Tom Burch                       
 (Mr. & Mrs. Duane Beuerle)  

2) In memory of +Tom Burch             
 (Greg & Laurie Sanders) 

The SANCTUARY LAMPS 

are burning this week for 

the following intentions: 

 

H eavenly Father, we give 
You thanks and praise for 

Your Son, Jesus Christ.  Send 
your Holy Spirit to inspire holy, 
faithful women to become Brides of Christ and 
serve Your people.  Lord, we pray that Your 
grace and love be enough for this woman in 
discernment of consecrated life. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

H eavenly Father, we give 
You thanks and praise 

for Your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Send Your Holy Spirit to 

inspire holy, faithful men to minister as 
priests. Lord, we pray for Your grace to 
encourage and support our seminarians as 
they endeavor to become priests. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.    

Diocese of Lansing Seminarian 
 

Sister of Mary, Morning Star 
Sr. Theresa Immaculata Ohaeri Thomas Crowley, Church of the Resurrection, Lansing 

DSA 

 
• Walter 

Radisovich  

• Fr. Mathias 
Thelen  

• Mark 

• Susie (from the 
Flower Garden) 

• Brent 
Schrieber  

• Scott Sangster 

• Dawn & David 
Gaylord 

• Joe Kirk 

• Dianne Schwab 

• Jerry Kripas 

• Christy Woody 

• Michelle Lazar 

• Leon Ball 

• Annie (sister of 
Lynn Waldecker) 

• Patrick 
Muldoon 

• Loretta 
Widmayer 

• Ed Z. (father of 
Therese Bossory)  

• Bibian 
Sangster 

• Melody Binkerd  

• Joe Novak 

• Luise Kienzle 

• James Strong 

• Paula Saft 

• Bruce Sommers 

• Duane Beuerle 

• Joyce Stein  

Please Pray for… 

…and for the repose of the soul of 

 Don Christian 

 Michelle Sanders 

Fish Fry Update 
Our series of Friday Lenten Fish Fry dinners were a great success — in every way! 

A core team worked together to bless the parish and the community through their 
dedication and hard work! The dinners were delicious, and we were blessed with a 
much-needed profit to help our parish budget. Here are the numbers: Sincere thanks 
to all who worked so hard putting on the dinners and to all who patronized them! 

 

 

  

The Beautiful Month of May 
As Spring blossoms forth and we are surrounded by new life, we spend this month 

full of the joy of our Easter celebration and in anticipation of the coming of the Holy 
Spirit, our Consoler and Advocate.  

The month of May is dedicated to The Blessed Virgin Mary. The first 23 days fall 
within the liturgical season of Easter, which is represented by the liturgical color white 

— the color of light, a symbol of joy, purity and innocence (absolute or restored). The remainder of 
the month (beginning the Monday after Pentecost) is in Ordinary Time which is represented by the 
liturgical color green. This symbol of hope is the color of the sprouting seed and arouses in the 
faithful the hope of reaping the eternal harvest of heaven, especially the hope of a glorious 
resurrection. 

“Who is she that cometh forth as the morning rising, fair as the moon, bright as the sun?” 

Support for DSA 
This week we reached 81% of our DSA goal through the support of 59 parish families. Thanks  

to those who have contributed, and we invite others to join us as we join together to push over goal 
for the benefit of our parish and the wider church. We need only $5,325 to reach our parish goal. 
And it would be wonderful to have all of our parish families take part. If you have not yet made a 
gift or a pledge, please consider doing so today. Gift envelopes are available in church vestibule or 

the parish office. Or you may submit your gift online at . Your DSA gift 
will support the vital services and ministries that help bring the love of Christ to all we encounter.  

Aquinas College Visit Day 
Aquinas College welcomes high school students to visit their campus for the upcoming AQDay   

on Fri., May 7. Experience firsthand what it means to be a Saint! Events include an overview of the 
college and a campus tour. See our mission in action and how small is indeed mighty! Details and 

registration can be found at  . 

 Emanuel Sauerkraut Dinner 
Our neighbors at Emanuel Church invite us to enjoy with them a sauerkraut dinner on Wed., 

April 29 – drive-thru only (324 W. Main St.) between 4:30-7:00pm. Also on the menu: kniffles. 
roast pork, polish sausage, mashed potatoes, gravy, bread & butter, applesauce. $10 each.   ◼ 

Week 
1 

Feb 19 
2 

Feb 26 
3 

March 5 
4 

March 12 
5 

March 19 
6 

March 26 TOTAL 

# served 553 607 614 662 573 657 3,666 

Net profit $4,096  $4,166  $3,436  $5,075  $3,007  $4,988  $24,768  


