
WINTER AND SUMMER PRUNING  
– Dcn. Dennis Walters – 

I f you travel to Jerusalem today, you 
should visit the model of Jerusalem as it 

looked in Jesus’ day, especially the model of 
the Temple. Although that model doesn’t 
show it, pilgrims in Jesus’ day would have 
seen a sculpture of a large golden vine 
across the façade of the Temple proper and 
wrapped around the two pillars that 
flanked the entrance to the Holy Place.  

The grapevine was a traditional 
symbol of Israel as God’s beloved plant. 

Psalm 80 describes how God cleared the 
ground and planted a choice vine in Israel, 
and how its branches spread from the 
Mediterranean Sea to the River Euphrates, 
the boundaries of the kingdom under 
Solomon. Because of the importance of 
viniculture in Israel, Jews could appreciate 
how God plants, cultivates, waters, and 
defends his people. That vine sculpture in 
the Temple may explain why Jesus after 
the Last Supper pointed to himself as the “true 
vine,” to the disciples as branches on the vine, 
and to his Father as the vinedresser who 
prunes them 

The metaphor of pruning is particularly 
important for anyone who wants to grow 

spiritually. In the gospel, John does not spell 
out what kind of pruning the Father does, but 
the disciples would probably have known 
what Jesus was referring to. A vinedresser 
does two types of pruning, once in the winter 
and once again in the summer or early fall. 
For winter pruning when vines are dormant, 

the vinedresser cuts the vine way back, 
leaving little more than the main trunk.         
All the previous year’s growth is removed and 

discarded so that new growth can emerge 
in the spring. Summer pruning is much 
simpler, since the vinedresser simply 
pinches off new shoots that take up sap 
but produce nothing. 

At the Last Supper, Jesus assures 
his disciples that they are already 

pruned by means of the word he has 

spoken to them. Most likely, he refers to 
winter pruning which, with the disciples, 
probably took place through some of the 
shocking statements Jesus made about 
himself. These would include statements 
like: I AM the light of the world; I AM 
the good shepherd; I AM the one gate;      
I AM the resurrection and the life; before 
Abraham came to be, I AM – and most 
surgically, I AM the Lamb whose flesh 

and blood one must eat and drink. Statements 
like those pruned away many would-be 
disciples, including Judas Iscariot. As of this 
Last Supper moment, this winter pruning has 
now been completed in them. 

What was left was the summer pruning, 
which took the form of the challenge to 

“remain in me.” The word “remain” occurs 
eight times in the gospel reading, and twice in 
the second reading — it’s a major theme in 
John’s writings. For the disciples, remaining 
in Jesus would be a challenge because he 
would soon be crucified — continued on p. 2 
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and they would face the temptation to scatter. After the 
Resurrection, and especially after the coming of the Holy Spirit, 
remaining would take the form of letting themselves be formed 
into the leaders and missionaries who planted other vineyards all 

over the known world.  

For us, winter pruning is most likely to occur when we 
reach the point in our lives where we realize that we can’t 
remain Catholic simply because we were raised that way.      
At some point, we must face the decision to stay in the Church or 

leave it, to take on the faith as our own, accept that Catholic 
doctrine is true even when we don’t like it, and determine to live 
according to it. Winter pruning ends when we can finally say with 
Peter, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal 
life, and we have come to believe.” It’s at that point that the 
branches can extend from the vine and begin to bear fruit. 

What’s left is the summer pruning, the ongoing decision    
to remain in the faith we’ve committed to, regardless of what 
happens. Remaining implies steadfast commitment, one that 

allows the word of God to pinch off the new shoots of doubt, 
impatience, ignorance, and fascination with the world. Such 
pruning is always necessary. It happens every time the events of 
our lives bump up against the demands of faith. God wants us to 
serve him first and trust that he will take care of our everyday 
needs. We know we remain in Jesus as long as, first, we obey his 

commands to love one another in fact and not just in words, and 
second, we live according to the Holy Spirit, who is the life-sap   
of the vine. In short, we remain only by keeping on obeying and 
loving truly in our everyday behavior. 

It may happen that some of us will need the winter pruning 
again, when some loss or tragedy brings us to the point of 

challenging everything we thought we knew and believed, when 
everything drives us back to what seems like the beginning. Such 
is not necessarily a setback; it may be the way to greater growth. 
The Lord, the vinedresser, is relentless. He will cut away 
everything we depend on that is not him. If we think we can bear 
fruit on our own, by our own efforts, then we will die spiritually. 

But if we are willing to accept that without him we can do nothing 
– absolutely nothing – and let ourselves be formed by him, then 
the branches can winter over and begin bearing fruit again. 

The golden vine outside the Holy of Holies was a symbol    
of Israel’s nearness to God. The “true vine” is Jesus, and we’re 
in him and he in us. As we approach Pentecost, let’s pray for the 

grace to remain and grow in him. “By this is my Father glorified, 
that you bear much fruit and so become my disciples.”     

   

Winter and Summer Pruning  
St. Mary’s Parish Weekly Calendar ❖ May 1-9, 2021 

SAT. MAY 1 Easter Weekday (opt. mem. St. Joseph the Worker) 

 8:30am FIRST SATURDAY MASS:            

 Jim Walkowe [Geneva Walkowe]   
3:30-4:30pm Confession 
Pray the Rosary 20 minutes before Mass 

 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for the Fifth 

Sunday of Easter:  Eddie Walz                  
[Ruth Burch & Family]  

SUN. MAY 2 The 5th Sunday of Easter 

Pray the Rosary 20 minutes before each Sunday Mass 
8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession  

 8:30am MASS:  Eddie Walz [Pat & Liz 
Wallace]   

 10:30am MASS: For the People     

MON. MAY 3 Feast: Saints Philip and James, Apostles 

 12:10pm MASS: INT: Healing of James 
Strong [Sylvie & Scott Strong] 

3:30-4:45pm Rel Ed classes / PC 

TUES. MAY 4 Easter Weekday  

 8:30pm MASS:  Eddie Walz                     
[Kathy & Martin Brogley] 

WED. MAY 5 Easter Weekday 

 8:30pm MASS:  Dick Krzyzaniak                     
[His loving wife Shirley Krzyzaniak] 

4:00pm Staff Meeting / FFH 
7:00pm Parish Council Meeting / FFH 

THUR. MAY 6 Easter Weekday 

 8:30am MASS:  Colleen Curley                     
[Martin & Kathy Brogley] 

FRI. MAY 7 Easter Weekday   

 8:30am FIRST FRIDAY MASS:                    
 Jerry Damian [Claudia Damian] 

Exposition & Adoration, beginning after morning Mass, then 
continuing all day & evening, closing with Benediction at 10:00pm 

8:00-9:00pm Confession 

SAT. MAY 8 Easter Weekday  

3:30-4:30pm Confession 
Pray the Rosary 20 minutes before Mass 

 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for the Sixth 
Sunday of Easter: For the People 

SUN. MAY 9 The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Pray the Rosary 20 minutes before each Sunday Mass 
8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession  

 8:30am MASS: The Holy Souls in 
Purgatory [Claudia Damian]   

May Crowning at the beginning of 10:30am Mass 

 10:30am MASS:  Joseph and  Helen 
Germek [Kathy & Martin Brogley]     

May 2  
Michael Nashif 
Cynthia Remski 

May 6 
Mark Gemler 

Mary Sandoval 

May 7  
Jessica Coltre 
Alden Rohwer 

May 8 
Paige Bourland 

 

Pray the Rosary 

20 minutes before 

each of the 

weekend Masses. 

Alta r F lowe r s 

In memory of 
+Ron Dillingham 

(brother of  
Connie Schaffer)   

Jeff & Connie  
Schaffer 

Birthday Blessings! 

Acts 13:44-52 • Jn 14:7
-14 (or for Memorial: 
Gn 1:26–2:3 (or Col 
3:14-15, 17, 23-24) • 
Mt 13:54-58  
 
 

 
 
 

Acts 9:26-31 
1 Jn 3:18-24 
Jn 15:1-8  
 
 

 

1 Cor 15:1-8 
Jn 14:6-14  
 
 
 

Acts 14:19-28 
Jn 14:27-31a  
 
 

Acts 15:1-6 
Jn 15:1-8  
 
 
 
 

Acts 15:7-21 
Jn 15:9-11  
 
 

Acts 15:22-31 
Jn 15:12-17  
 
 
 
 
 

Acts 16:1-10 • Jn 15:18-21  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acts 10:25-26, 34-35,  
    44-48 
1 Jn 4:7-10 
Jn 15:9-17  

Exposition & Adoration of the  

MOST BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Following morning Mass 
until Benediction at 10:00pm 

FIRST FRIDAY ❖  COME SPEND TIME WITH JESUS! 

O Sacrament, most holy, O Sacrament, divine, 
All praise and all thanksgiving be every moment thine! 

Pray the Rosary 

20 minutes before 

each of the 

weekend Masses. 



  

 

NEED HELP? An “AA” group 
meets Fridays at 7:00pm at 

Emanuel Church, 324 W Main St. 
(next door to St Mary’s) 

0 
St. Mary Roman 

Catholic Church 

Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTION  
Sunday, April 18, 2021 

Sunday Env (49)  ............ $ 2,514.00 
Welcome & Loose  ...............  120.00 
Easter (1)  ..............................  20.00 
E-Giving (9)  ........................  492.31 

Combined toward budget: $ 3,146.31 
Budget goal:  ....................  5,300.00 
Amt BELOW goal:  .....  – $ 2,153.69 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Bldg & Maint (1)  .................. $ 5.00 
E-Giving Blk & Indian (1)  .. $ 25.00 
Poor Box  ..............................   45.00 
  Votive candles  ......................   39.80 

1) +Fr. Charles Irvin                  
(Duane & Elizabeth Beuerle)  

2) +Ed Haller’s birthday:         
in remembrance             
(Gerald & Mary Shaw) 

The SANCTUARY LAMPS 

are burning this week for 

the following intentions: 

 

DSA 

 Please Pray for… 

…and for the repose of the soul of 

 Melody Binkerd  

NEED HELP?  
ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: 

Call (800) 57WOMAN (800-579-
6626)  – OR – Text for Help:  

“HELPLINE” to 313131  

Need Help? PROJECT RACHEL  
(post-abortion reconciliation  

and healing) Call the confidential 
phone line: 517-993-0291, or email 

nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic 
spiritual support group for those struggling 

with same sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a 
separate support group for families & friends. 

For info in the Diocese of Lansing, call 517-342-
2596 or email caverart@comcast.net 

Rejoicing as we look forward to May 23! 
May 23 will bring us two wonderful things: The great Feast of Pentecost and the day our Bishop 

calls us all to return to our parish church for Mass after 14 months of separation due to covid!  
Be assured Fr. Bosco, Dcn. Dennis, and our prayers and spiritual reading will fill us with the 

joy of Pentecost. However, it is Bishop Boyea’s announcement to end the dispensation from the 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass that will bring our parish family back to our beautiful little 
parish church to worship the Lord together. Of course there may be some who are unable to attend 
Mass due to their health or the health of someone in their care – whenever that is the case, covid 
or whenever, one’s obligation to attend Mass is lifted. But for most of us, we are called to gather 
for Sunday Mass, in our parish church, as the people of St. Mary, praising God and receiving Him 
in the Most Blessed Sacrament. 

As we approach this day, we will find this weekend the holy water fonts again filled so we can 
bless ourselves as we enter the church. And at the time for Holy Communion, we will once again 
be processing to the altar to receive. (A reminder: Anyone with health or mobility restrictions is 
always welcome to sit in the front pew where Fr. Bosco will bring Holy Communion to you.) 

So let us rejoice and be glad! “Lord, send out your spirit, and renew the face of the earth.”  
Let us gather together! 

From Dcn. Dennis… 
Evangelization Team: If you have a desire to contribute to the spiritual growth of the parish 
and the spread of the gospel to the area, please consider joining the Evangelization team. We 
meet once or twice a month (depending on need), usually on the first and/or the fourth Monday 
of the month. If interested, contact Dcn. Dennis. 

RCIA or Sacramental Completion: If you know anyone who is considering the Catholic 
faith or a Catholic who needs to complete the sacraments of initiation (Confirmation and 
Eucharist), please contact Dcn. Dennis. Each case is likely to be different, so we’ll need to meet 
to discuss what is involved. 

The Month of Mary: Rosary and May Crowning 
May is traditionally celebrated as the month of Mary, our Blessed Mother. Please join us as we 

pray the Rosary 20 minutes before each weekend Mass. We will also crown the statue of Mary 
during a special ceremony next Sunday, May 9 at the beginning of 10:30 am Mass. All children 
are encouraged to participate in the procession. Please arrive at church no later than 10:15am, 
dressed in your Sunday best, and line up in the vestibule. 

A Very Successful Fish Fry 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who worked on this year’s Lenten Fish 

Fry. We surpassed all expectations in every aspect over the six weeks. We were blessed that 
everyone stayed healthy and safe. We also are grateful for the Manchester community that 
always supports us at St. Mary Parish. And to all of you workers, you know who you are, again 
many thanks for all that you do. I have one more announcement. I have already told Fr. Bosco 
that I will be stepping down as chairperson and working the Fish Fry. I will be starting my tenure 
as Grand Knight in June for St Mary K of C Council 4354. There are many duties and 
correspondences every month that I will be required to perform. Also, my mother moved back to 
her condo after my dad passed, thus requiring my brother and I to take a more active role in her 
well-being. Please give it some prayer, that someone will step up and take over the chairperson 
duties for our Lenten Fish Fry.  —Martin Brogley           ◼ 

• Marie (niece of 
Ann Kueffner) 

• Jack & Liz 
Stong  

• Scott Sangster 

• Angie Chipp  

• A former 
parishioner 
with legal/child 
custody issues 

• Robin Kuamri 

• Walter 
Radisovich  

• Mark 

• Susie (from the 
Flower Garden) 

• Jerry Kripas 

• Brent 
Schrieber  

• Dawn & David 
Gaylord 

• Joe Kirk 

• Dianne Schwab 

• Christy Woody 

• Michelle Lazar 

• Leon Ball 

• Annie (sister of 
Lynn Waldecker) 

• Patrick 
Muldoon 

• Loretta 
Widmayer 

O 
ur parish youth who are preparing to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation in May had 
their Confirmation retreat last weekend. It was held at their “lake classroom” and led by 
teacher Lynn Waldecker, Fr. Bosco, and parents. The retreat theme was based on 
Jeremiah 1:4-10 where our Lord responds to Jeremiah when he protests, “I do not know 

how to speak; I am too young,” Our Lord says, “Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ To whomever I send 
you, you shall go; whatever I command you, you shall speak. Do not be afraid of them, for I am 
with you.” (Interesting note: During the retreat, a docked boat served as the “confessional”!) 

The “Confessional” Lynn Waldecker teaches… …Fr. Bosco explains 


