
NOW HE INVITES US… 
– Fr. Bosco Padamattummal – 

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD ⧫ MAY 16, 2021 

The ascension is about presence not 
absence. Jesus has not left us, but Christ 

has filled us with his spirit. The ascension of 
Christ is his liberation from all restrictions of time 
and space. It does not represent his removal from 
earth, but his constant presence everywhere on 
earth. Christ now fills and sanctifies all time and 
space.  

The unity of humanity and divinity revealed in 
the incarnation is brought to fullness in the 
ascension. Jesus disappears in his ascension 
beyond the clouds, not into some geographical 
location, but into the heart of all creation where he 
dwells in his glorified humanity. He is no longer 
physically in front of his disciples but rather 
within them. 

Today’s gospel reading makes clear that the 
moving on of Jesus as a result of his ascension did 
not entail his absence from his disciples. At the 
end of today’s gospel reading we read, “The Lord 

Jesus was taken up into heaven.” Yet, the very 
next sentence states, “The Lord was working with 
the disciples and was confirming the word [they 
preached] by the signs that accompanied it.” The 
Lord was taken up, he was taken away, and yet he 
was working with them. The Lord did not ascend 
to distance himself from the church, but to be 
closer to the church.  

Again, St. Paul understood this very clearly as a 
result of his meeting with the risen Lord on the 
road to Damascus. After persecuting the church 
with great zeal, the risen Lord appeared to him 
and asked him, “Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting me?” In persecuting the church, Saul 
came to realize that he was persecuting the Lord 
because, as today’s gospel says, the Lord was 
working with those who were witnessing to him.  

We celebrate the Lord’s presence in the church. 
His Spirit has been poured into our hearts and, 
together, we are his body. — continued on p. 2 

On this day, O Beautiful Mother! On this day, we give thee our love! 

May Crowning 
Sunday, May 9, 2021 

The children of the parish – indeed our entire parish family! – were blessed to honor 
the Mother of God with the traditional May Crowning of her image. This year 
Patrick McGoff had the honor of bearing the crown of flowers, and Mykaela Zink 
was blessed to place the crown on the beautiful image of Mary, our Blessed Mother. 



 

As the second reading reminds us today, the Lord ascended in order 
to give gifts to his followers, “for building up the body of Christ.” 
Today’s feast directs our gaze to the body of Christ here on earth. 

Jesus’ Ascension to Power: That is why He said, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” St. Paul 
illustrates this point a little more: “God put this power to work in 
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and 
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only 
in this age but also in the age to come.” In other words, St. Paul is 
trying to communicate that Jesus ascended to a type of power that is 
superior to all types of powers in this world.  

Here it has to be understood that this power is not something 
connected with domination, ruling over etc. There are two types of 
powers in the world. One is the type of power that is used to 
dominate, control, subjugate, manipulate etc. The second type of 
power is that which empowers, elevates, enables, ennobles and 
makes us willfully sacrifice ourselves for the sake of others. This 
power emerges from love. This type of power respects others’ 
freedom and does not give room for any domineering tendencies. It 
is the second type of power to which Jesus ascended and through 
which Jesus rules over us.  

Jesus Shares that Power with us. By his death, 
resurrection and ascension, Jesus claimed back his own authority 
and power. However, he does not keep that authority and power 
with himself. He shares the same power with us through the person 
of the Holy Spirit. We see Jesus telling his disciples: “You will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.” Being baptized by the Holy Spirit is 
nothing but being filled with the power of the Holy Spirit. A really 
powerful person is not the one who suppresses and dominates 
others, but the one who has got a better grasp of reality, one who 
understands life and its problems from the right angle. This type of 
power, that is wisdom and truth, is offered by the Holy Spirit.  

We see this power and authority in the lives of the apostles. After 
being baptized by the Holy Spirit things were changed in their life. 
The Sanhedrin tried to control the apostles and their ministry. 
However, ultimately, we know that the powerful Sanhedrin was left 
powerless, and the ordinary and uneducated disciples proved to be 
more powerful. Jesus’ assurance that he would be with us till the 
end of the world is once again the deliberate affirmation of sharing 
his presence and power with us.  

D.  Jesus gives us a mandate: Besides giving us his power, 
Jesus also invites us, in fact commands us, to teach people 

“to obey everything that he has commanded us.” It is nothing but 
his mandate to announce His Good News of love to all. The very 
reason why Jesus shares with us his power is that we should do his 
mission.  

We are called to do his mission with his own power. Jesus gave 
power and authority to his disciples whenever he sent them to 
proclaim the gospel. It is said that Leonardo da Vinci, the famous 
painter, used to draw a picture with utmost care and dedication. 
Suddenly, halfway through, he would stop painting and ask one of 
his disciples to complete it. Though the student would resist, saying 
that he was worthless and incapable to pursue the work of the 
legend, Leonardo would encourage the novice. Similarly, Jesus did 
his part of announcing the good news with total dedication and 
devotion. Now he invites us to continue it. Though we feel 
unworthy, still he empowers us with his authority and power.   

   

Now he invites us… 
St. Mary’s Parish Weekly Calendar ❖ May 15-23, 2021 

SAT. MAY 15 Easter Weekday  (opt. mem. St. Isidore)  

3:30-4:30pm Confession 
Pray the Rosary 20 minutes before Mass 

 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for the Ascension 
of the Lord: For the People 

SUN. MAY 16     Solemnity: The Ascension of the Lord 

Pray the Rosary 20 minutes before each Sunday Mass 
8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession  

 8:30am MASS:  Bishop Alexander 
Zaleski, second bishop of the 
Diocese of Lansing   

 10:30am MASS:  Joseph Fitzgerald            
[his loving wife]     

MON. MAY 17 Easter Weekday  

 12:10pm MASS: INT: Happy Birthday  
& Divine protection for Emilienne 
Ramde [Sylvie & Scott Strong] 

3:30-4:45pm Rel Ed classes / PC 

TUES. MAY 18 Easter Weekday (opt. mem. St. John I, Pope 

 and Martyr)  

 8:30pm MASS:  Eddie Walz                     
[Diane DuRussel] 

WED. MAY 19 Easter Weekday   

 8:30pm MASS:  Tom Burch                     
[Greg & Laurie Sanders] 

THUR. MAY 20 Easter Weekday  (opt. mem. St. Bernardine 

 of Siena, Priest) 

 8:30am MASS:  Martin Brogley, Sr.                     
[Claudia Damian] 

FRI. MAY 21 Easter Weekday  (opt. mem. St. Christopher Magallanes, 

 Priest, and Companions, Martyrs)  

 8:30am MASS: In remembrance of           
 Susan Ebersberger’s birthday     
May 10 [Greg & Laurie Sanders] 

SAT. MAY 22 Easter Weekday  (opt. mem. St. Rita of Cascia, Religious)  

3:30-4:30pm Confession 
Pray the Rosary 20 minutes before Mass 

 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for Pentecost:     
For the People 

SUN. MAY 23      Pentecost Sunday  

Pray the Rosary 20 minutes before each Sunday Mass 

8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession  

 8:30am MASS:  Eddie Walz                     
[Norman & Laurie Childs]    

 10:30am MASS:  Martin Brogley, Sr. 
(Martin Brogley’s dad)                     
[Bill & Astrida Punches]    

May 16  
Mark McClain 
Zoe Shurtliff 

May 19  
Benjamin Dahl 
Steven Dettling 

May 21 
Jennifer Nashif 

Algis Radze 
Sylvie Strong 

May 22 
Kathleen Brogley 

Pray the Rosary 

20 minutes before 

each of the 

weekend Masses. 

Birthday Blessings! 

Acts 18:23-28 • Jn 16:23b-28  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Acts 1:1-11 
Eph 1:17-23 or Eph 4:1-13 

or 4:1-7, 11-13 
Mk 16:15-20  

 
 
 

Acts 19:1-8 
Jn 16:29-33  
 
 
 
 
 

Acts 20:17-27 
Jn 17:1-11a  
 
 

Acts 20:28-38 
Jn 17:11b-19  
 
 
 

Acts 22:30; 23:6-11 
Jn 17:20-26  
 
 
 

Acts 25:13b-21 
Jn 21:15-19  
 
 
 

Acts 28:16-20, 30-31 • Jn 21:20-25  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acts 2:1-11 
1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 (or 

Gal 5:16-25)  
Jn 20:19-23 (or Jn 15:26-

27; 16:12-15 

Pray the Rosary 

20 minutes before 

each of the 

weekend Masses. 

 

Alta r F lowe r s 

In honor of  
Bud & Eva Ball’s 

first wedding 
anniversary    

[ John & Beth Ball ] 



  

 

NEED HELP? An “AA” group 
meets Fridays at 7:00pm at 

Emanuel Church, 324 W Main St. 
(next door to St Mary’s) 

0 
St. Mary Roman 

Catholic Church 

Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTION  
Sunday, May 2, 2021 

Sunday Env (48)  .............. $ 4,813.02 
Welcome & Loose  .................  116.82 
Ascension (1)  ..........................  25.00 
E-Giving (4)  ..........................  320.12 

Combined toward budget:  ... $ 5,274.96 
Budget goal:  ......................  5,300.00 
Amt BELOW goal:  ............  – $ 25.04 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Bldg. & Maint (9)  ............... $ 375.00 
Poor Box  ................................   10.00 
  Votive candles  ......................   22.00 

1) For the health and well-being 
of June and Walt Faubion                  
(Inge & Pete Roncoli)  

2) For the repose of the soul of 
+Carol Wilson                  
(Jim & Marja Warner) 

The SANCTUARY LAMPS 

are burning this week for 

the following intentions: 

 

DSA 

 
Please Pray for… 

…and for the repose of the soul of 

 Deborah Summers 

NEED HELP?  
ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: 

Call (800) 57WOMAN (800-579-
6626)  – OR – Text for Help:  

“HELPLINE” to 313131  

Need Help? PROJECT RACHEL  
(post-abortion reconciliation  

and healing) Call the confidential 
phone line: 517-993-0291, or email 

nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic 
spiritual support group for those struggling 

with same sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a 
separate support group for families & friends. 

For info in the Diocese of Lansing, call 517-342-
2596 or email caverart@comcast.net 

H eavenly Father, we give 
You thanks and praise for 

Your Son, Jesus Christ.  Send 
your Holy Spirit to inspire holy, 
faithful women to become Brides of Christ and 
serve Your people.  Lord, we pray that Your 
grace and love be enough for this woman in 
discernment of consecrated life. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

H eavenly Father, we give 
You thanks and praise for 

Your Son, Jesus  
Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit to 

inspire holy, faithful men to minister as 
priests. Lord, we pray for Your grace to 
encourage and support our seminarians as 
they endeavor to become priests. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.    

Diocese of Lansing Seminarian 

 

Servants of the Lord and the Virgin of Matara 
Sr. Mary of the Holy Family Wohlfert Dominic Schoenle, Christ the King, Ann Arbor 

From Fr. Bosco… about the Ice Cream Social 
My dear parishioners, 

It is time to begin planning for this summer’s Ice Cream Social (ICS), but we can’t do it 
without YOUR help! In fact, we need you to help us discuss… 

• Will it even be possible to have an Ice Cream Social this year??? 

• Will there be enough parishioners to make it happen??? 

• Should the format be modified or keep it the same as in the past??? 

Without YOUR input we cannot truly begin planning! 
You recall, the ICS was canceled last summer due to covid restrictions. The Fish Frys did happen 

– however, in a take-out-only format. And let’s not forget: The Ice Cream Social has been a 
wonderful summer tradition at St. Mary since 1892! 

*** We are having a meeting this Sunday, May 16, at about 11:30am *** 

(after 10:30am Mass) in Fr. Fisher Hall to consider a course of action.  

We need YOUR ideas and the ideas and energy of others  

in order to decide on how to proceed.  

Hope to see you at the meeting.   Yours in our Risen Lord,  —Fr. Bosco 

P.S. If you are unable to attend this weekend’s meeting but would like to be part of the 
conversation, please contact me directly to let me know you are interested. Thank you! 

A Message from Our Bishop 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

If the covid-19 situation across our part of Michigan continues to improve, it is my intention to 
lift the dispensation from attending Sunday Mass as of Pentecost, May 22-23, 2021. The 
dispensation remains in place, of course, for those who have serious reasons not to attend. To 
welcome you and your loved ones back to Sunday Mass, I am sending each family in the diocese 
a blessed candle representing, as it does, the Light of the World, Jesus Christ. I am also sending 
you a prayer card to help you pray with the candle in the eight days following Pentecost.  

Veni Sancte Spiritus! Come Holy Spirit! 
Assuring you of my prayers, I am sincerely yours in Christ, 

+ Earl, Bishop of Lansing 

Talk on Saint Joseph at Pious Union 
During this “Year of St. Joseph,” the Pious Union of St. Joseph in Grass Lake has scheduled a 

series of talks on St. Joseph, on the 3rd Sunday of the month. This month’s talk is today Sunday, 
May 16 at 6pm. Come in-person or watch live on Facebook ( ) or 
the Shrine website ( ). For more info, call 517-522-8017.  

O most blessed Patriarch, glorious St. Joseph, who was chosen to be  
the foster father of the Word made flesh and the chaste spouse of Mary, pray for us.   

Divorce Support Group 
St. Andrew the Apostle parish in Saline is starting a support group for divorced persons. It will 

be a 12-week workshop, meeting on Mondays, beginning June 7, from 7:00–8:30pm. There is a 
modest fee of $20 to cover the participant book. You can register online at 

, and you can pay online or in person.    ◼ 

• Kay Lantis 

• Brent 
Schrieber  

• Fr. Bosco’s 
sister, Sr. 
Boncy CTC, 
and all in India 
suffering with 
illness 

• Marilyn (sister 
of Lorri 
McConnell) 

• Fr. Mathias 
Thelen 

• Joe Kirk 

• Jerry Kripas 

• Leon Ball 

• Bruce Sommers 

• Duane Beuerle 

• Joyce Stein  

• Loretta 
Widmayer 

• Dianne Schwab 

• Connie 
Stancato  

• Susie (from the 
Flower Garden)  

• Michelle Lazar 

• Christy Woody 

• Scott Sangster 

• Angie Chipp 

• Paul Whelan  


