
 

WHAT IS THE “PEACE” THAT JESUS OFFERS? 
– Fr. Bosco Padamattummal – 

T he Feast of Pentecost is the celebration of 
God’s giving humanity his life, his breath, 

his Holy Spirit. The outpouring of God’s spirit, 
God’s own life and breath, was prophesied by 
Joel. Later, John the Baptist would remind us 
that while he baptized with water Jesus would 
baptize with the Holy Spirit. Finally, Jesus 
himself reassures us that we will be clothed with 
power from on high, that the Spirit of Truth will 
abide with us and in us as the Comforter, the 
Encourager, the Advocate who will guide us into 
all the truth. 

In Genesis – in the beginning – God took 
dust from the ground and breathed humanity 
into being. Then later in the book of Exodus, the 
breath of God parted the Red Sea and blew 
God’s people through the wilderness to a new 
life in the promised land. In the valley of dry 

bones, prophet Ezekiel watched the breath of 
God return life to old, dry bones. In the New 
Testament, God’s breath came upon the Blessed 
Virgin Mary so that the child to be born would 
be holy and called the Son of God. The Breath of 
God is the abiding and transforming presence of 
God’s life with us and in us.  

Wherever life is being created, renewed, 
put back together, or inspired, the Spirit is 
present. Pentecost does not celebrate the coming 
of the Holy Spirit as if it had previously been 
absent. Rather, Pentecost celebrates another 
coming of the Holy Spirit. God breathes, and we 
are re-created.  

The deeds of God’s power are not just 
words we hear; they are the lives we are to live. 
They are lives of love and self-giving, 
forgiveness and — continued on p. 2 
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reconciliation, generosity and compassion, healing and wholeness, 
prayer and holiness. 

We just heard in the Book of Acts (Acts 2:1-11) how the Holy 
Spirit was given to the followers of Jesus. People from all over the 
world who were in Jerusalem for the Jewish Festival of Pentecost 
were surprised to hear someone speaking their own language so far 
from home. “Parthians and Libyans and residents of Mesopotamia” 
– in other words, everyone from the known world – all were ecstatic 
about the mighty acts of God. Before the day was done the church 
had grown from 120 to more than three thousand.  

Soon these followers were able to speak like Jesus did, and 
they were able to bring healing to those who were sick, like 
Jesus did. God’s breath now gave them new life. It was time for 
God to be “born again,” not in one body this time but in a body of 
believers who would receive the breath of life from their Lord and 
pass it on to others. 

The Book of Acts is the story of their adventures, kind of like 
a Gospel of the Holy Spirit. In the first four books of the New 
Testament, we learn the good news of what God did through Jesus 
Christ. In the book of Acts, we learn the good news of what God did 
through the Holy Spirit.  

Of the three persons of the Trinity, I think the Holy Spirit is 
the hardest to define. Most of us can describe the other two: God 
the Father, creator of heaven and earth, who makes the sun shine 
and the rain fall. God the Son, who was human like us: our savior, 
teacher, helper and friend. But how would you describe God the 
Holy Spirit to a child? “The Spirit blows where it chooses,” Jesus 
said (Jn 3:9), “and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know 
where it comes from or where it goes.” That’s about right. 

We also learn that each of us has been given a set of gifts by 
the Spirit, gifts we are to use for the building up of God’s church 
and the transformation of the world with God’s love and grace. That 
means that we are not to hide those gifts under a basket, but to share 
them with a needy world.  

Living a spirit-filled life, does not depend upon a person’s 
intelligence or the ability to master skillful strategies in order to 
become number one. The Christian life, begun in our baptism, 
depends totally upon God and our receptivity to God’s Holy Spirit 
working within us. God chose a young virgin named Mary to bear 
God’s son, and Jesus chose a bunch of Galilean fishermen to share 
in his ministry. God chooses you to bear his message of hope and 
promise and love in this place and in our world this day. 

John’s account of Pentecost tells about locked doors, fear, 
wounds, peace, a shared breath, being sent. It’s Easter evening 
and the disciples are afraid. They’re hiding behind locked doors. 
Jesus came and stood among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 
Then he showed them his wounds from the crucifixion. He showed 
them his hands and his side. I think it’s about more than simply 
being able to identify Jesus as the one who was crucified. In 
showing us his wounds, Jesus is identifying with every person who 
has been wounded; those open wounds of Jesus hold the pain of the 
world. We are living in a world where people use their hurts as a 
justification for hurting someone else. But Jesus doesn’t do any of 
those things. He shows them his wounds, and then he says again, 
“Peace be with you.” What does that mean when you’re afraid, and 
you’ve locked the doors of your house, your heart, your life?  

Dear brothers and sisters, the peace Jesus offers doesn’t 
mean serenity or lack of conflict. And it doesn’t mean that we 
necessarily get our way. And I think it’s more than an agreement to 
disagree. The peace Jesus offers changes hearts. It sends people into 
the world. It heals lives. The peace Jesus offers will be found next to 
our wounds. It’s a wounded peace.  

   

What is the “peace” that Jesus offers? 
SAT. MAY 22 Easter Weekday 
  (opt. mem. St. Rita of Cascia, Religious)  

3:30-4:30pm Confession 
Pray the Rosary 20 minutes before Mass 

 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for Pentecost:     
For the People 

                              SUN. MAY 23      Pentecost Sunday  

Pray the Rosary 20 minutes before each Sun day Mass 

8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession  

 8:30am MASS:  Eddie Walz                     
[Norman & Laurie Childs]    

 10:30am MASS:  Martin Brogley, Sr. 
(Martin Brogley’s dad)                     
[Bill & Astrida Punches]   

MON. MAY 24 Memorial: Blessed Virgin Mary, 
 Mother of the Church (8th Week in Ordinary Time) 

 12:10pm MASS:  Leora Udell                     
[Alice Kidd] 

TUES. MAY 25 Weekday (opt. mem. Bede the Venerable, 
 Priest and Doctor of the Church) (opt. mem. St. Gregory VII, Pope) 
 (opt. mem. St. Mary Magdalene de’ Pazzi, Virgin)  

 8:30pm MASS:  Eddie Walz                     
[George & Liz Daubner] 

WED. MAY 26 Memorial: St. Philip Neri, Priest  

 8:30pm MASS:  Tom Burch                     
[Eric & Stephanie Beuerle] 

7:00pm Cemetery Board meeting / FFH 

THUR. MAY 27 Weekday  (opt. mem. St. Augustine of 
 Canterbury, Bishop) 

 8:30am MASS:  Colleen Curley                     
[June & Walt Faubion and Carol Moretto] 

FRI. MAY 28 Weekday  

 8:30am MASS:  Tom Burch                              
[Jim Bauer & Family] 

SAT. MAY 29 Weekday  (opt. mem. St. Paul VI, Pope) 
 (opt. mem. Blessed Virgin Mary)  

3:30-4:30pm Confession 
Pray the Rosary 20 minutes before Mass 

 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for the Solemnity of 

the Most Holy Trinity:  Colleen 
Curley [Greg & Laurie Sanders] 

SUN. MAY 30      The Most Holy Trinity  

Pray the Rosary 20 minutes before each Sunday Mass 

8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession  

 8:30am MASS:  Eddie Walz                     
[Marlene Lentz]    

 10:30am MASS: For the People     [ 

May 25  
Mary McGoff 

Ricardo Villarreal 

May 26  
Nancy Gross 

May 28 
Kathleen Cornell 

Heather Dahl 

May 29 
James Landini 

Pray the Rosary 

20 minutes before 

each of the 

weekend Masses. 

Birthday Blessings! 

Acts 28:16-20, 30-31 • Jn 21:20-25  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Acts 2:1-11 
1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 (or 

Gal 5:16-25)  
Jn 20:19-23 (or Jn 15:26-
27; 16:12-15 

 
 
 
 
 

Gn 3:9-15, 20  
    (or Acts 1:12-14) 
Jn 19:25-34  
 
 
 

Sir 35:1-12 
Mk 10:28-31  
 
 

Sir 36:1, 4-5a, 10-17 
Mk 10:32-45  
 
 
 
 

Sir 42:15-25 
Mk 10:46-52  
 
 
Sir 44:1, 9-13 
Mk 11:11-26  
 
 
 

Sir 51:12cd-20 • Mk 11:27-33  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dt 4:32-34, 39-40 
Rom 8:14-17 
Mt 28:16-20  

Pray the Rosary 

20 minutes before 

each of the 

weekend Masses. 

 

Alta r F lowe r s 

In honor of  
my husband 

+Joseph 
Fitzgerald  

His loving wife 
Pat Fitzgerald 
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NEED HELP? An “AA” group 
meets Fridays at 7:00pm at 

Emanuel Church, 324 W Main St. 
(next door to St Mary’s) 

0 
St. Mary Roman 

Catholic Church 

Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTION  
Sunday, May 9, 2021 

Sunday Env (51)  .............. $ 4,670.00 
Welcome & Loose  .................  191.00 
Ascension (1)  ..........................  10.00 
E-Giving (10)  ........................  301.50 

Combined toward budget:  ... $ 5,172.50 
Budget goal:  ......................  5,300.00 
Amt BELOW goal:  ..........  – $ 127.50 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Bldg. & Maint (7)  ............... $ 200.00 
E-Giving Bldg & Maint (1)  .... 141.00 
Poor Box  ................................   20.00 
  Votive candles  ......................   59.95 

1) In memory of +Tom Burch                  
(Eric & Stephanie Beuerle)  

2) +Lois Bernbeck (Alice Kidd) 

The SANCTUARY LAMPS 

are burning this week for 

the following intentions: 

 

DSA 

 Please Pray for… 

NEED HELP?  
ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: 

Call (800) 57WOMAN (800-579-
6626)  – OR – Text for Help:  

“HELPLINE” to 313131  

Need Help? PROJECT RACHEL  
(post-abortion reconciliation  

and healing) Call the confidential 
phone line: 517-993-0291, or email 

nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic 
spiritual support group for those struggling 

with same sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a 
separate support group for families & friends. 

For info in the Diocese of Lansing, call 517-342-
2596 or email caverart@comcast.net 

H eavenly Father, we give 
You thanks and praise 

for Your Son, Jesus Christ.  
Send your Holy Spirit to 
inspire holy, faithful women to become Brides 
of Christ and serve Your people.  Lord, we 
pray that Your grace and love be enough for 
this woman in discernment of consecrated life. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

H eavenly Father, we give 
You thanks and praise for 

Your Son, Jesus  
Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit 

to inspire holy, faithful men to minister as 
priests. Lord, we pray for Your grace to 
encourage and support our seminarians as 
they endeavor to become priests. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.    

Diocese of Lansing Seminarian 

 

Parish Visitors of Mary Immaculate 
Sr. Alina Marie Nieser Thomas Watza, St. Patrick, Brighton 

Rejoicing in the Holy Spirit as we return to Mass… 
As mentioned in the bishop’s announcement in last week’s bulletin and at our Masses, a 

blessed candle and prayer card is available for each family to pick up after all the Masses this 
weekend. Please, one candle per family. If more candles remain after Masses next weekend, they 
will be available for you to take to parishioners who have not been to Mass, to shut-ins, or even 
to anyone you wish to evangelize.  

Cardinal Burke in Michigan 
Catholic Healthcare International Episcopal Advisor Cardinal Burke will be in Michigan on 

May 25, 26, and 27, celebrating Holy Mass and hosting a program and reception with appetizers 
and beverages. Due to space restrictions, registration is needed for the May 25 Mass and 
reception at Holy Spirit in Brighton; for the May 26 reception following Latin Mass at St. Mary 
Star of the Sea, Jackson; and for the May 27 reception following Mass at St. Thomas Aquinas in 
East Lansing. For more information and registration, go to www.CHI-USA.com/may-2021 

Divorce Support Group 
St. Andrew the Apostle parish in Saline is starting a 12-week workshop/support group for 

divorced persons, meeting Mondays, beginning June 7, from 7–8:30pm. There is a modest fee 
of $20 to cover the participant book. Register online at  

Virtual Baby Bottle Drive: Now thru June 20, 2021 
CPC (Care Pregnancy Center) of Lenawee has begun their Annual Baby Bottle Campaign and 

asks us to take part. This is a virtual campaign again this year. There are two ways to participate: 
1) Through their website:  (scroll down and click on the DONATE NOW box 
which will open up the PayPal link); 2) Mail an offering in the form of a check, designated for 
the Virtual Baby Bottle Drive, payable to CPC, 308 N. Broad St., Adrian, MI 49221. CPC offers 
pregnancy and parenting services free of charge. Thanks for your support! 

Calling All Ice Cream Lovers 
Fun news from our neighbors next door at Emanuel Church. Their Ice Cream Trailer is back: 

Wednesdays through Sundays from 3-8pm. Choose from lots of great flavors of ice cream and 
toppings – or even choose a root beer float!  Last summer this was a welcome addition in the 
community, and many enjoyed the treats and fellowship. So hopefully many will return again 
this summer. Please stop by often to say hello and enjoy some ice cream.  

Won’t You Help? 
Our selfless and hardworking parishioners who volunteer to be on a cleaning crew are in need 

of additional help! If you are able to give a small amount of your time and energy once a month, 
please contact Stephanie at 734-368-8585. It takes just a few more people to do a little in order 
for the job to get done and no one is overburdened. Thank you.    

Two job opportunities (Hurry: deadline is May 28) 
•  Multi-Media Journalist (Diocese of Lansing). Info at:  

•  Communications Manager (Family Life Services). Info at:  

• Kay Lantis 

• Brent 
Schrieber  

• Fr. Bosco’s 
sister, Sr. 
Boncy CTC, 
and all in India 
suffering with 
illness 

• Joe Kirk 

• Jerry Kripas 

• Leon Ball 

• Bruce Sommers 

• Duane Beuerle 

• Joyce Stein  

• Loretta 
Widmayer 

• Dianne Schwab 

• Connie 
Stancato  

• Susie (from the 
Flower Garden)  

• Michelle Lazar 

• Christy Woody 

• Scott Sangster 

• Angie Chipp 

• Paul Whelan 
(imprisoned in 
Russia) 

• Mark 

• Marie (niece of 
Ann Kueffner) 

• Annie (sister of 
Lynn Waldecker) 

Please advise Parish Office  

to remove from or add a name 

to the prayer list. 


