
Everyday, earthly stuff  
– Fr. Bosco Padamattummal – 

Eleventh SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   JUNE 13, 2021 

P arables take something 
that is earthly and teach 

us something heavenly. For 
example, the Parable of the 
Prodigal Son. Jesus uses a 
very earthly example: A 
father’s love for his son, 
and his broken heart at his 
son’s rebellion, and his 
overwhelming joy at his 
son’s return home. That’s 
something earthly that 
every father can understand.  

Then Jesus says, “Okay, 
if you can understand that, 
if you know how that feels, 
then you can understand 
something about how your 
heavenly Father feels about 
you when you rebel against 
Him and repent and return.” 
There’s a connection 
between the earthly and the 
heavenly. What is earthly 
and what is heavenly is 
connected as the creation 
and the Creator are 
connected.  

This is just what St. 
Paul is talking about in 
Romans 1:20: “For His 
invisible attributes, namely 
His eternal power and 

divine nature, have been 
clearly perceived… in the 
things that have been 
made.” They contain the 
very “mysteries of God.” 
Something as common and 
mundane as a seed is not 
just a seed, but a window 
that opens the Kingdom of 
God to us.  

I. Parable of the 
Growing Seed: “And 
[Jesus] said, ‘The kingdom 
of God is as if a man should 
scatter seed on the ground. 
He sleeps and rises night 
and day, and the seed 
sprouts and grows; he 
knows not how. The earth 
produces by itself, first the 
blade, then the ear, then the 
full grain in the ear. But 
when the grain is ripe, at 
once he puts in the sickle, 
because the harvest has 
come’” (Mark 4:26-29). 
The world of agriculture is 
full of these little parables 
that contain the mysteries of 
God in them.  

Previous to this, Jesus 
told them the parable about 
the sower — continued on p. 2 

Sunday, June 6: 

A Day of Blessings! 

At the 8:30 Mass, the 
parish joined with our 2021 
high graduates, thanking 
God and praying for them as 
they begin a new phase in 
their lives. Congratulations 
to Jacob Messman, Jacob 
Miller, Sarah O’Hotzke, 
Jordan Rhodes, Celeste 
Sangster, Nathan Stace, 
Ethan Villarreal and 
Mykaela Zink! 

At the end of the 
10:30 Mass, the 
parish rejoiced in a 
Eucharistic 
Procession, sharing the 
blessing of Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament 
with the whole world!  

Deo gratias 



 

who went out to sow seed, and the seed fell on all different kinds of 
ground. Who would have thought that something as ordinary as dirt 
holds the secrets of the Kingdom of God? Now in today’s parable, the 
emphasis is not on the ground but on the seed itself. How does the 
way a seed grows shed light on how the Kingdom of God works? 

Jesus even adds this little detail for emphasis when He says that 
the sower “scatters the seed on the ground” and then goes to bed. “He 
sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows, he 
knows not how.” It just does. And it is from this “earthly” example 
that we are to learn something about the “kingdom of God.” Just as 
the seed does its thing when it is planted in the dirt, so does the Word 
of God do its thing when it is planted in a person’s heart. We do not 
know how it happens that when someone hears the Word of God a 
transformation takes place! There is something mysterious in the 
Word that does it. And it’s not important for us to know how.  

Martin Luther understood this. He wrote: “After I preach my 
sermon on Sunday, when I return home, I drink my little glass of 
Wittenberg beer and just let the gospel run its course.” He continued, 
“While I was drinking some fine Wittenberg beer, the Holy Spirit was 
busy at work.” The Word does what it does because it is what it is. It is 
the Word of God. It was the WORD OF GOD that created the whole 
world. And it is the same Word today as it was in the beginning. 

Now consider the next sentence we heard: “But when the grain is 
ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.” 
Even the harvest of the crop that comes from that seed tells us 
something about the Kingdom of God.  

The seed produces a crop for the sake of the harvest. In other 
words, to plant seed in the dirt is not the end in itself. To speak the 
Word into the ears and eyes so that it may create faith in the heart is not 
the end in itself. There’s a purpose and a goal that it all heads towards.  
It is for the sake of the harvest that the seed is sown. It is for the sake of 
the gathering of believers into the Kingdom of Heaven that the Word is 
preached. The Kingdom of God has a goal, a destination. 

II. Parable of the Mustard Seed: “And He said, ‘With what can 
we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall we use for it? 
It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is 
the smallest of all the seeds on earth, yet when it is sown, it grows up 
and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out large 
branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its 
shade” (Mark 4:31-32). More of the mystery of the Kingdom of God 
revealed in a tiny seed. This time the main point of comparison is the 

contrast between the size of the seed and the size of the tree comes from that seed. It 
is so small. It’s almost nothing. But just look at what it becomes. But the “mysteries 
of the Kingdom of God” are hidden in that tiny seed. 

Dear brothers and sisters, Jesus was a tiny seed planted in the womb of the 
virgin Mary. But look at what has come of it. From that holy seed, invisible to the 
naked eye, comes the Lord and Savior of the whole world. From the tiny infant born 
in Bethlehem comes the One who bears the sin of the world and reconciles sinful man 
to holy God. From that “tiniest of all” seeds comes the Holy, Christian, and Apostolic 
church in which people from all over the world find their life and place of rest.  

The smallest of seeds produces the grandest of trees. All this everyday, earthly 
stuff is shouting out to us about the Kingdom of God. Pretty incredible really, that 
God has packed so much of His Kingdom into something as simple as seeds.   

   

Everyday, earthly stuff  

SAT. JUNE 12 Memorial: The Immaculate Heart of 
 the Blessed Virgin Mary  

3:30-4:30pm Confession 

 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for the Eleventh 

Sunday in Ordinary Time:  Mitch Zink 
[Greg & Laurie Sanders ] 

SUN. JUNE 13      Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time  

8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession  

 8:30am MASS:  Dick Krzyzaniak                     
[His loving wife Shirley Krzyzaniak]    

 10:30am MASS: For the People 

MON. JUNE 14 Weekday 

 No Monday Masses in Manchester 
during the summer months  

TUES. JUNE 15 Weekday  

 8:30pm MASS:  Tom Burch [Shirley 
Krzyzaniak & Family] 

WED. JUNE 16 Weekday 

 8:30pm MASS:  Debbie Summers      
[Sonja Rhees] 

THUR. JUNE 17 Weekday 

 8:30am MASS:  Eddie Walz                              
[June & Walt Faubion and Carol Moretto] 

FRI. JUNE 18 Weekday 

 8:30am MASS: In loving memory of      

 Russell Aiuto, my dad [Kathy Cornell] 

SAT. JUNE 19 Weekday (opt. mem. St. Romuald, Abbot) 
 (opt. mem. Blessed Virgin Mary) 

3:30-4:30pm Confession 

 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for the Twelfth Sunday 

in Ordinary Time:  Colleen Curley 
[Greg & Laurie Sanders ] 

SUN. JUNE 20      Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession  

 8:30am MASS: For the People    

 10:30am MASS:  Martin & Health of 
Anna Brogley [Kathy & Martin Brogley]  

2 Cor 5:14-21  
Lk 2:41-51  
 
 
 
 

Ez 17:22-24 
2 Cor 5:6-10 
Mk 4:26-34  
Mk 14:12-16, 22-26  
 
 

2 Cor 6:1-10 
Mt 5:38-42  
 
 
2 Cor 8:1-9 
Mt 5:43-48  
 
 

2 Cor 9:6-11 
Mt 6:1-6, 16-18  
 
 
2 Cor 11:1-11 
Mt 6:7-15  
 
 

2 Cor 11:18, 21-30 
Mt 6:19-23  
 
 
 
 
2 Cor 12:1-10 • Mt 6:24-34  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jb 38:1, 8-11 
2 Cor 5:14-17 
Mk 4:35-41  

 

Altar Flowers 
In loving memory 

of +Harold 

Townsend   

[His Family] 
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June 13 
Brigid Doyle 
Jo Kladzyk 

June 14 
Bernadette Coltre 

June 15 
Amanda Walz 

June 16  
Diane Rickert 

June 17  
June Faubion 
Douglas Horn 

Mary Jean Riley 

June 19 
Janet Shurtliff 

Birthday Blessings! 

Thank you!!!! 
… to Laurie Sanders and Judy Walz for organizing and hosting the “Seniors 

Graduation Coffee Hour.” The FFH looked beautiful. 
…to Tina Doyle and her family for handling all the preparations and logistics 

for a beautiful Corpus Christi Procession! How blessed we are!!! 
…to all who assisted with the Procession, especially Benjamin and the St. Mary 

Choir for such beautiful music, to the Altar Servers, the children, the bearers 

of the canopy, and all. How blessed we are as a parish! Deo Gratias! 



  

NEED HELP? An “AA” group 
meets Fridays at 7:00pm at 

Emanuel Church, 324 W Main St. 
(next door to St Mary’s) 

0 St. Mary Roman 

Catholic Church 

Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTION  
Sunday, May 30, 2021 

Sunday Env (47)  .............. $ 5,786.00 
Welcome & Loose  .................  163.82 
Ascension (1)  ..........................  25.00 
E-Giving (3)  ..........................  295.12 

Combined toward budget:  ... $ 6,269.94 
Budget goal:  ......................  5,300.00 
Amt ABOVE goal:  ...........  + $ 969.94 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Bldg. & Maint (1)  ................. $ 30.00 
  Poor Box  ................................   4.00 
  Votive candles  ........................   5.00 

1) +Virginia Harman                      
(Kathy & Martin Brogley)  

2) In memory of +Tom Burch         
(Shirley Krzyzaniak & Family ) 

The SANCTUARY LAMPS 

are burning this week for 

the following intentions: 

 

 Please Pray for… 

NEED HELP?  
ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: 

Call (800) 57WOMAN (800-579-
6626)  – OR – Text for Help:  

“HELPLINE” to 313131  

Need Help? PROJECT RACHEL  
(post-abortion reconciliation  

and healing) Call the confidential 
phone line: 517-993-0291, or email 

nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic 
spiritual support group for those struggling 

with same sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a 
separate support group for families & friends. 

For info in the Diocese of Lansing, call 517-342-
2596 or email caverart@comcast.net 

The Ice Cream Social will be here in the blink of an eye 
Have you signed up yet to help? Our Ice Cream Social is Thurs, July 22 – 

just 39 days away! There is so many ways to help, everyone can be on the 
team: food prep, set-up, clean-up, serving,  spreading the word, donations, 
and more. See the sign-up sheets in the vestibule. If you have any Qs, contact 
Beth Ball, ICS chairperson, or the parish office. And don’t forget:  

Sign up “Early and Often!” 

Please let Fr Bosco know… 
If you or anyone in your family or friends group is sick or in anyway in need of a priest, please 

let Fr. Bosco know! We are blessed with a priest who so generously gives of 
himself to help those in need. What a sadness if someone is struggling with health 
or approaching death, and no one lets the priest know. You may be helping 
someone more than you know. 

Lansing State Capitol Rosary Rally 
On the 13th of each month, now through October, at 3pm, join in praying for our State and the 

Nation. Gather TODAY, Sun,, June 13 on the lawn in front of the Lansing State Capitol steps 
for prayer led by Fr. Derda. We will pray for approximately one hour. Our prayer 
will include the Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Patriotic Rosary. We will be praying 
for life, marriage, family, conversion of souls, reparation for sin, and for our state 
and national leaders. There are typically many open parking spaces around the 
Capitol grounds. There is also a parking ramp at 22 Townsend Street directly across 

from the Capitol grounds. This event is non-political, so please do not bring political signs. We 
also request that you do not wear clothing with political or campaign statements. 

Pre-Marriage Formation Retreat… 
…is a day of growth and formation for all engaged couples and their mentor couples in the 
Diocese of Lansing. The presenters will be Fr. John Riccardo, Fr. Matthias Thelen, and Deacon 

Dave Carignan. The topics include “Theology of the Body,” “Encounter,” 
“Beginning with the End in Mind and the Moment of Consent,” and “God’s Design: 
Testimonial on Natural Family Planning.” date: Sat., June 19; when: 9:00am – 
4:00pm; where: St. Patrick’s parish, 710 Rickett Rd, Brighton; fee: $25 per couple. 

register at stpatrickcatholicparish.org/marriage (scroll to the bottom of the page). 

Ave Maria Summer Fest Invitation, and an 
Opportunity to learn about generous Scholarships 

Attention rising high school Juniors & Seniors (and parents) and college Seniors & 
Post Graduates! You are invited to the annual Ave Maria Summer Fest on Thursday, 
June 24, at the Outdoor Pavilion of the Monaghan Residence, in Ann Arbor. 6pm – 
Dinner / 7pm – Program. 

Enjoy BBQ summer favorites, yard games, giveaways and meet admission 
representatives and alumni and learn about these generous scholarships: 

• Ave Maria University: Michigan Scholarship $28,000 ($7,000 per year)  
• Michigan Homeschool Faith Scholarship $36,000 ($9,000 per year) 
• Ave Maria School of Law - Michigan/Toledo Full-Tuition Scholarship (Plus 

Stipend) 
The event is free, but registration is required by Friday, June 18 to attend! For more 

information and to register go to or call 734-930-3441 

Virtual Baby Bottle Drive: Now thru June 20, 2021 
CPC (Care Pregnancy Center) of Lenawee has begun their Annual Baby Bottle Campaign and 

asks us to take part. This is a virtual campaign again this year. There are two ways to participate: 
1) Through their website: cpclenawee.com (scroll down and click on the DONATE NOW box 
which will open up the PayPal link); 2) Mail an offering in the form of a check, designated 
for the Virtual Baby Bottle Drive, payable to CPC, 308 N. Broad St., Adrian, MI 49221. CPC 
offers pregnancy and parenting services free of charge. Thanks for your support!          ◼ 

…and for the repose of the soul of 

 Ann Becktel 

 Joan Walkowe 

• Judy Fahey 

• Barbara 
(Kemner) Haas 

• Kay Lantis 

• Art (friend of 
Claudia Damian) 

• Delores Oakley 

• Margret 
Heckaman  

• Fr. Bosco’s 
sister, Sr. 
Boncy CTC,  

• Joe Kirk 

• Jerry Kripas 

• Bruce Sommers 

• Joyce Stein  

• Christy Woody 

• Loretta 
Widmayer 

• Connie 
Stancato  

• Susie (from the 
Flower Garden)  

• Michelle Lazar 

• Scott Sangster 

• Angie Chipp 

• Paul Whelan 
(imprisoned in 
Russia) 

• Mark 

• Annie (sister of 
Lynn Waldecker) 

• Jack & Liz 
Stong  

IN NEED OF PRAYER? 
The St. Mary Prayer Tree will pray with 
you and for you! Or for your family and 
friends. Just call the Parish Office (734-
428-8811) and we will begin praying! 

If the prayers you requested are no 
longer needed and you want your 

name/prayer intention removed from 
this prayer list, please let the Parish 

Office know: 734-428-8811 


