
THORNS IN THE FLESH 
– Dcn. Dennis Walyers – 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   JULY 4, 2021 

E very now and then, when reading Scripture we come 
across a passage that seems to make no sense. We say to 

ourselves, “Well, the words are English, but what do they mean?” 
We have a couple of examples in today’s second reading where the 
Lord answers St. Paul’s prayer for healing by saying, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness”; and a 
little later when Paul professes that he is content with that answer, 
“for when I am weak, then I am strong.” 

Not that Paul wanted to 
appear weak to his Corinthian 
audience. Earlier in the same 
letter, he warns those who say 
his letters are forceful but his 
personal presence is 
insignificant and his speech 
dismissible that “what we are 
in word through letters when 
absent, that we also are in 
action when present” (2 Cor 

10:11). He is ready to punish 
every disobedience among the 
Corinthians (10:6). Paul often 
strenuously defends his 
authority, though he admits 
here that he might boast of it “a 
little too much” (10:8).  

But it is in that context that 
he is concerned with a 
handicap that he calls a “thorn 
in the flesh.” What that thorn 
is, he doesn’t say. Perhaps it 
was physical. Scholars 
speculate it could have been 
problems with his eyesight; 
you remember that when he 

was healed of temporary 
blindness at his conversion, 
“something like scales” fell 
from his eyes. Perhaps the 
thorn was a particular 
relationship, since he refers to 
persons resisting correction.  

Whatever it was, Paul 
attributes it to the devil to keep 
him from becoming proud of 
the spiritual experiences he’s 
had. Either way, his repeated 
prayer for healing is met with 
No for an answer. The Lord 
assures him, “My grace is 
enough for you.” Don’t worry 
about how — continued on p. 2 



 

weak you seem. My grace is enough. So Paul rests content: for the 
sake of Christ, “when I am weak, then I am strong.” 

Why Paul should have contented himself with weakness is 
something I have been pondering for many years. Like Paul,      
I have never wanted to appear weak before others. Among my 
college friends I was a passable athlete when it came to tennis and 
related sports like racquetball. I wanted to appear competent in my 
job, so I sometimes pushed my academic credentials and the 
awards I won. As leader of a large prayer group, I led prayer 
meetings, conducted seminars, provided counseling, and associated 
with leaders of other prayer groups like mine. Also like Paul, I had 
to keep open lines of communication with brothers in Christ who 
didn’t like what I was doing, or who felt they could do it better. 

That began to change even before my family moved from East 
Lansing to Ann Arbor in 1974. During a retreat one year, I met 
with a Benedictine monk who helped me recognize that my thorn 
in the flesh was a desire for fame and for the respect of those I 
admired. I recognized this as a major weakness in my spiritual life 
but didn’t know what to do about it – and for several years I did 
almost nothing.  

Then, long after our move and right about the time I was 
ready to launch a full-time career, I became aware of a 
different thorn, a weakness in my legs. It was diagnosed as an 
incurable and slowly progressive atrophying – a growing weakness 
– of the muscles in all four limbs, and was related to a genetic 
tendency toward neurologic diseases that runs in my father’s 
family. That was nearly forty years ago and has progressed to the 
point that you see in me today. 

A friend once asked me if I was mad at God for allowing this 
(he was working through some anger issues of his own at the time). 
I said no, that my condition was not painful. The progression was 
so slow that I almost didn’t notice it at first. Of course, I got 
impatient with myself from time to time – but that was life. I’ve 
never had a desire to pray for healing or to seek out medical cures. 
For me, there is somehow a link between what has been happening 
to my body and what that monk helped me realize long ago. Paul 
could be content with weaknesses and constraints for the sake of 
Christ, and I am learning to be content with it, too. 

Why am I sharing all this? Because Paul’s situation applies 
to all of us. Every one of us has at least one major thorn in the 
flesh, an angel of Satan to beat us and keep us from getting too 
focused on ourselves. It may be a physical weakness like a disease, 
or a character weakness like a tendency toward some vice, or the 
emotional aftermath of some tragedy that we can’t seem to get 
over. Like Paul, we may have prayed numerous times for strength, 
for a cure for that weakness, for this thorn in the flesh to be 
removed, only to be told that the answer is No. 

Why not? Is God being mean? No; rather, He’s trying to tell us 
that His grace is enough for us to get through our trouble. If we tried 
to remove that thorn on our own, we might succeed; but then we’d 
become too elated and bypass God – which would raise a worse 
problem. Or, if we tried to remove it ourselves and fail, we might 
despair and lose hope in God. His grace is enough; His power 
becomes the more active in us the more we accept it. When Paul 
says “when I am weak then I am strong,” what he means is that 
when we have the humility to let God’s grace work in us, we have 
all the strength we need to conquer everything that is coming.    

   

Thorns in the Flesh  

SAT. JULY 3 Feast: St. Thomas, Apostle 

 8:30am FIRST SATURDAY MASS:             

 Don Christian [Karen Christian]  
3:30-4:30pm Confession 

 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for the 14th Sunday 
in Ordinary Time: For the People  

SUN. JULY 4 Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession  

 8:30am MASS:  Dick Krzyzaniak                   
[His loving wife Shirley Krzyzaniak]    

 10:30am MASS:  Virginia Harman      
[Kathy & Martin Brogley]   

MON. JULY 5 Weekday (opt. mem. St. Anthony Zaccaria, 
 Priest) (opt. mem. St. Elizabeth of Portugal) 

 No Monday Masses in Manchester 
during the summer months  

TUES. JULY 6 Weekday (opt. mem. St. Maria Goretti, 
 Virgin and Martyr)  

 8:30pm MASS:  Ann Becktel                 
[Mary McKinley] 

WED. JULY 7 Weekday  

 8:30pm MASS:  Tom Burch               
[The Achtenberg Family] 

THUR. JULY 8 Weekday  

 8:30am MASS:  Tom Burch                  
[His loving wife, Ruth Burch] 

FRI. JULY 9 Weekday (opt. mem. St. Augustine Zhao Rong, 
 Priest, and Companions, Martyrs) 

 8:30am MASS:  Ann Becktel                   
[Deb & Dan Burch] 

SAT. JULY 10 Weekday (opt. mem. Blessed Virgin Mary) 

3:30-4:30pm Confession 

 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for the 15th Sunday 

in Ordinary Time:  Gerald 
Damian [Claudia Damian]   

SUN. JULY 11 Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession  

 8:30am MASS: For the People   

 10:30am MASS:  Tom Burch      
[Marlene Lentz]        

Eph 2:19-22 
Jn 20:24-29  
 
 
 
 
 

Ez 2:2-5 
2 Cor 12:7-10 
Mk 6:1-6a  
 
 
 
 
 

Gn 28:10-22a 
Mt 9:18-26  
 
 
 
Gn 32:23-33 
Mt 9:32-38  
 
 

Gn 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a 
Mt 10:1-7  
 
 

Gn 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5 
Mt 10:7-15  
 
 
 

Gn 46:1-7, 28-30 
Mt 10:16-23  
 
 

Gn 49:29-32; 50:15-26a • Mt 10:24-33  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Am 7:12-15 
Eph 1:3-14 or 1:3-10 
Mk 6:7-13  
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Pray Our Lady’s Rosary daily! 

PRAYER ON THE FOURTH OF JULY 

G od our Father, your Son Jesus spoke to us a message 
of peace and taught us to live as brothers and sisters. 

His message took form in the vision of our Founding 
Fathers, as they fashioned a nation where all people 
might live as one. 

This message lives on in our midst as a task for us today 
and a promise for tomorrow. 

We thank you, Father, for your blessings in the past, and 
for all that, with your help, we must yet achieve. 

Bless our nation and bless each of us.  
As we thank you for our independence, may we extend 

its blessings to our youngest brothers and sisters, the 
children in the womb. 

Hasten the day when our nation will be a nation with 
liberty and justice, not just for some, but for all,  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(Fr. Frank Pavone) 



  

NEED HELP? An “AA” group 
meets Fridays at 7:00pm at 

Emanuel Church, 324 W Main St. 
(next door to St Mary’s) 

0 St. Mary Roman 

Catholic Church 

Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTION  
Sunday, June 20, 2021 

Sunday Env (54)  .............. $ 3,102.00 
Welcome & Loose  .................  178.00 
E-Giving (8)  ..........................  712.72 

Combined toward budget:  ... $ 3,992.72 
Budget goal:  ......................  5,300.00 
Amt BELOW goal:  .......  – $ 1,307.28 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Bldg. & Maint (1)  ................... $ 5.00 
Poor Box  ..................................   8.50 
  Votive candles  .....................  29.00_ 

1) +Joseph & +Helen Germek            
(Kathy & Martin Brogley)  

2) For the repose of the soul  
of +Ann Becktel                        
(Jim & Marja Warner ) 

The SANCTUARY LAMPS 

are burning this week for 

the following intentions: 

 

 Please Pray for… 

NEED HELP?  
ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: 

Call (800) 57WOMAN (800-579-
6626)  – OR – Text for Help:  

“HELPLINE” to 313131  

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic 
spiritual support group for those struggling 

with same sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a 
separate support group for families & friends. 

For info in the Diocese of Lansing, call 517-342-
2596 or email caverart@comcast.net 

…and for the repose of the soul of 

 Charles Chase 

• Bill Schaffer 

• Charles 
Woodford 

• John and Pam 
Wils 

• Ollie (friend of 
Claudia Damian) 

• Natalie (sister 
of Jane) 

• Christy Woody 
and family 

• Judy Fahey 

• Barbara 
(Kemner) Haas 

• Kay Lantis 

• Jerry Kripas 

• Art (friend of 
Claudia Damian) 

• Delores 
Oakley,  

• Joe Kirk 

• Bruce Sommers 

• Joyce Stein  

• Loretta 
Widmayer 

• Connie 
Stancato  

• Susie (from the 
Flower Garden)  

• Michelle Lazar 

• Scott Sangster 

• Angie Chipp 

 

Altar Flowers 

In honor of  

Madigan & Mitchell 

Ebeling     

[Pat & Kelly Flaherty ] 

Please advise Parish Office  

to remove from or add a name 

to the prayer list. 

Need Help? PROJECT RACHEL  
(post-abortion reconciliation  

and healing) Call the confidential 
phone line: 517-993-0291, or email 

nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

July 6 
Claudia Walz 

July 7  
Connie Achtenberg 

July 8  
Ruth Burch 

Birthday 

Blessings! 

A lovely (+ yummy & old-fashioned) Summer Experience 
 Ice cream and cake are a delicious summer treat. Don’t miss out! Keep the 129-year tradition 

going by relaxing on the lawn at St. Mary’s Ice Cream Social on Thurs., July 22, from 4:30–
7:30pm. Other menu items are pulled BBQ sandwiches, hot dogs, mac and cheese (we didn’t 

forget the kiddies), German potato salad, and more. See you then. Bon appétit.  

The Answer to “Why We're Catholic” coming to St Mary's in Sept. 

Beginning Mon, Sept 13 and Wed., Sept. 15 parishioners will have the opportunity to learn 
about the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. Six sessions entitled “Presence: The Mystery 
of The Eucharist” will be offered on consecutive  

• Mondays after either 8:30am or noon Mass. (Please let Fr Bosco, Deacon Dennis or Bill 
Kwolek know which time you prefer.)  — OR — 

• On Wednesdays, a second session will feature the same material at 6:30pm.  

Monday sessions will include coffee, tea, doughnuts, cookies, bagels, etc. The Wednesday 
sessions will offer a dinner meal. All sessions will include food, a video, conversation, and 
supplemental material you can read or view on your own.  

Being Catholic means we have physical access to the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of 
Jesus, the Son of God. The Church calls the Eucharist the “Source and Summit” of the Catholic 
Faith. If recent polling is accurate, 70-80% of Catholics believe the Eucharist is merely a symbol 
of Jesus. The Bible and 2000yrs of Catholic tradition claim the Eucharist is really and 
substantially Jesus. You are invited to find out who is telling the truth – and why it’s critically 
important. Watch for more details in future bulletins and notifications.  

An Invitation from our Friends at Bethel Church 
Bethel UCC is holding its Ice Cream Social on Thurs., July 8 from 5:30pm to 7:30pm. Along 

with lots of socialization, they will be offering a very limited menu of Ice Cream and Cake, with 
Lemonade, Ice Tea, and Water available, all for donation. Homemade German Pretzels will be 
available for sale as well, provided by the Women of Bethel. And the Fish pond will be 
swimming for eager fisher-people! Welcome all! Bethel United Church of Christ is located at 
10425 Bethel Church Rd. in Freedom Township.    

“Heads-Up” from the Diocese 
 The 2021 Knights of Columbus “Family Vocations Night at the Ballpark” will be Friday, 

August 14 at Jackson Field Stadium, home of the Lansing Lugnuts. Last year roughly 2,000 
Roman Catholics from around the Diocese enjoyed a game with Bishop Boyea. Contact a 
parish Knight for more info. 

 To receive weekly updates regarding “Realign Resources for Mission,” visit 

 

 “Behind the Veil,” a virtual look into various forms of consecrated life, will be held 

Saturday, July 17 at   

 “Outpouring: His Love - Our Hearts” is the title of the Michigan Catholic Women’s 
Conference scheduled for  Sat., Oct. 16 at the Lansing Center in Lansing. This is the “first 
annual” conference for women from all five of the dioceses in Michigan. Register now at 

   

July 22....................  

Ice Cream Social 
August 12-14 ..........  

Rummage Sale 

August 25 ...............   
Volunteer Appreciation  

Dinner 

Mark Your Calendar! 

Sacred Heart  

of Jesus,  

Your  

kingdom  

come.  


