
If you recall, in last Sunday’s Gospel we 
heard that Jesus sends his apostles off two by 
two. This week, Mark describes the return of 
the Apostles. They report to Jesus all the 
things they have done and taught.  

Also, if you remember, the 
Apostles had two goals: They were 
to go on their mission, but they were 
also to spend time with Jesus. They 
also needed time to rest and recreate, 
time to evaluate and plan in the 
presence of the Lord.  

We are told in today’s Gospel that 
people were coming in great numbers. 
It seems that the mission of the 
Apostles was bearing fruit. People 
wanted to hear their teaching, feel the 
peace, and receive healing.  

The mission of Jesus and the 
Apostles was apparently so 
successful that the people would not 
let them get away and rest. When they 
found out that Jesus and the Apostles 
were going on a boat, the people 
figured out where they were going 
and rushed there on foot ahead of 
them.  

The deserted place that Jesus 
longed for to take his disciples to 
rest was no longer deserted but 
crowded with people. Seeing the 

great crowd, Jesus “had compassion for 
them, because they were like sheep without a 
shepherd” (Mk 6:34). These words echo 
Moses’s prayer in the book of Numbers, in 
which he asks God to appoint 

It was compassion through and through… 
– Fr. Bosco Padamattummal – 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   JULY 18, 2021 

A  lot happens in the sixth chapter of the Gospel of Mark. Jesus is rejected in his 
hometown. He sends the twelve on mission. John the Baptist is killed. Jesus feeds the five 

thousand and walks on water. 
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his successor, someone “who shall go out before them and come in 
before them, who shall lead them out and bring them in, so that the 
congregation of the Lord may not be like sheep without a 
shepherd” (Numbers 27:17). 

The words of the Lord could be seen as an act of compassion – 
not for the crowd initially but for the disciples who certainly needed  
a rest. “He said to them, ‘Come away to a deserted place all by 
yourselves and rest a while.’ For many were coming and going, and 
they had no leisure even to eat” (Mk 6:31). The former decision was 
motivated by compassion for the disciples, the latter by compassion 
for the people because they were like a sheep without a shepherd. 
None of it was motivated by self-interest. It was compassion through 
and through.  

Jesus, moved in compassion for these lost sheep, “began to teach 
them many things” (Mark 6:34). The food for which the people hunger 
is the very word of God, and in so feeding them, Jesus shows himself 
to be a shepherd “after [God’s] own heart,” feeding God’s people 
“with knowledge and understanding” (Jeremiah 3:15). What is more,  
he shows himself to be the divine shepherd, the very Son of God in 
whom the kingdom has come. 

There are many ways that today’s readings  
can be applied to our lives… 

1) CHRISTIANS MUST BE PEOPLE OF PRAYER AND ACTION: Prayer is 
essentially listening to God and talking to Him. In the busy 
schedule of our daily life, we do not know how to “be still and to 
listen.” Hence, we are often in danger of refusing to allow God to 
recharge us with spiritual energy and strength.  

  In addition, we do not set aside enough time for Him to speak to 
us and for us to speak to God. From our reflection on today’s 
Gospel, let us remind ourselves that the Christian life consists of 
meeting with God in the secret place so that we may serve people 
more effectively in the marketplace.  

2) THE CHURCH HAS THE DOUBLE RESPONSIBILITY OF TEACHING  
AND FEEDING: People today find it difficult to balance those two 
aspects of the Christian life. Some apparently believe that the social 
ministry of the Church is all that is needed to make Christ present  
in the world. Others seem to believe that the Church’s major 
concern should be preaching the Gospel, rather than feeding the 
hungry and healing the sick. The Church’s duty, so the argument 
goes, is to spread the Gospel and provide for public worship. Both 
views are one-sided. There can be no true Christianity without the 
proclamation of the Gospel. Teaching the Word of God is essential 
to a Christian community. But that is only half of the story. 
Christians must also display the same compassion for the suffering 
that Jesus exhibited by meeting the social and material needs of 
others – even those who are not members of our Church.  

3) THE CHURCH NEEDS IDEAL PASTORS: The pastor must be a person 
of compassion. He must be able to feel deeply the suffering of 
others, to understand why they fear and tremble. The pastors are 
also called to lead and “govern wisely” (Jer 23:5), living the 
teaching they communicate. They are to guide people in right paths 
and are to be concerned about what is right and just.  

  Their pastoral care should be involved and peaceful care and 
guidance. There are very many people searching for truth today, 
people hungering for instruction, good people who are looking for 
direction. They are people who are looking for answers and for 
meaning. They are like sheep without a shepherd. They all need 
ideal pastors filled with the spirit of Christ the “Good Shepherd.” 

Dear Brothers and sisters, let us remember the words of Jesus 
“Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit, because 
without me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). Let us place our whole 
trust in the Good Shepherd, and ask for His guidance.     

   

It was compassion through and through… 

SAT. JULY 17 Weekday (opt. mem. Blessed Virgin Mary) 

3:30-4:30pm Confession 

 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for the 16th Sunday 
in Ordinary Time: For the People   

SUN. JULY 18      Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession  

 8:30am MASS:  Eddie Walz         
[John & Beth Ball]   

 10:30am MASS:  Martin Brogley Sr.       
[Greg & Laurie Sanders]        

MON. JULY 19 Weekday  

 No Monday Masses in Manchester 
during the summer months  

TUES. JULY 20 Weekday (opt. mem. St. Apollinaris, Bishop 
 and Martyr)  

 8:30am MASS:  Dramane Ramde                 
[Sylvie & Scott Strong] 

WED. JULY 21 Weekday (opt. mem. St. Lawrence of Brindisi, 
 Priest and Doctor of the Church)  

 8:30am MASS:  Dick Krzyzaniak                 
[Shirley Krzyzaniak] 

THUR. JULY 22 Feast: St. Mary Magdalene    

 8:30am MASS:  L.W. and  Evelyn 
Shurtliff [Janet & Bill Shurtliff] 

   Ice Cream Social 4:30-7:30pm 

FRI. JULY 23 Weekday (opt. mem. St. Bridget, Religious) 

 8:30am MASS:  Tom Burch                   
[Jim Bauer & Family] 

SAT. JULY 24 Weekday (opt. mem. St. Sharbel Makhlūf, 
 Priest) (opt. mem. Blessed Virgin Mary) 

3:30-4:30pm Confession 

 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for the 17th Sunday 
in Ordinary Time: For the People   

SUN. JULY 25      Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession  

 8:30am MASS:  Don Christian         
[Karen Christian]   

 10:30am MASS:  Dewey Van Riper       
[Alice Kidd]        
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July 19 
Sullivan Flaherty 

July 20  
Jacob Messman 

July 22  
Kari Ball 

July 23  
Mabel Rickert 

 

Birthday 

Blessings

 

Altar Flowers 

In loving memory  

of our father and 

grandfather,  

+Robert Punches  

[The Punches Family] 

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 
Wed., August 25 

at the Parish Center 



  

NEED HELP? An “AA” group 
meets Fridays at 7:00pm at 

Emanuel Church, 324 W Main St. 
(next door to St Mary’s) 

0 St. Mary Roman 

Catholic Church 

Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTION  
Sunday, July 4, 2021 

Sunday Env (60)  .............. $ 4,381.02 
Welcome & Loose  ................  430.00 
E-Giving (7)  .........................  554.83 

Combined toward budget:  ... $ 5,365.85 
Budget goal:  ......................  5,300.00 
Amt ABOVE goal:  ............  + $ 65.85 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Bldg. & Maint (2)  ..............  $ 465.00 
Peter’s Pence (1) ...................  310.00 
Poor Box  ................................   34.50 
  Votive candles  .......................  44.00_ 

 Please Pray for… 

NEED HELP?  
ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: 

Call (800) 57WOMAN (800-579-
6626)  – OR – Text for Help:  

“HELPLINE” to 313131  

Need Help? PROJECT RACHEL  
(post-abortion reconciliation  

and healing) Call the confidential 
phone line: 517-993-0291, or email 

nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic 
spiritual support group for those struggling 

with same sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a 
separate support group for families & friends. 

For info in the Diocese of Lansing, call 517-342-
2596 or email caverart@comcast.net 

  

 
 Calling all St. Mary’s parishioners!  Be sure to wear your blue St. Mary’s      
T-shirt to the July 22 Ice Cream Social on the lawn of our historic church.   
Let our guests know you are a St. Mary’s parishioner and you are there to help 

them. Wear the distinctive T-shirt to set you apart from the crowd. The Ice Cream Social will be 
held from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. this coming Thursday, July 22 on the lawn at St. Mary’s. We look 
forward to seeing you there.  

NEXT UP (in the “On Deck Circle”) – Rummage Sale! 
We are weeks away from the Rummage Sale, but plans are under way, and we need your 

helping hands! We will not have a sign up for volunteers this year. You are welcome to show up 
during any of our times to help with bringing in items, pricing, selling, or clean up.  

• DROP OFF for items for the Rummage Sale will take place: Saturday, July 31 through 
Sunday, August 8. Drop off times are:  

 Saturdays from 12pm-4pm,  

 Sunday, August 1 from 12pm-4pm,  

 Weekdays from 4pm-7pm, and  

 Sunday, August 8 from 12-3pm.  

• PRICING will be August 9-11th from 4-7pm.  

• THE SALE will be  

 Thursday, August 12 from 9am-6pm,  

 Friday, August 13 from 9am-6pm, and  

 Saturday, August 14 from 9am-3pm.  

• CLEAN UP will follow closing until we are finished.  
It takes our village of Manchester to make our Rummage Sale a success. Spread the word! 
Many thanks!   —Melissa 

Eucharistic Revival 
Get connected to the Divine Light on the altar. Do not miss this – especially you 

fathers. It’s time to man-up and set the example for your family. When we spend 
an hour in adoration on the 1st Friday of each month, we’re not ‘doing’ 
something for Jesus, rather we are simply present — so He can do something 
for us. And what does He do? Being in the presence of the Real Presence 

enables Jesus to transform us into the best version of ourselves. It probably won’t 
happen in an instant (sometimes it does), but it absolutely WILL happen – little by 

little. Begin this transformation by learning about the Real Presence at the Eucharist sessions 
beginning in September. It’s a transformation that opens the gate to heaven.  When you die, 
don’t you want to hear Jesus say, “Well done good and faithful servant”?  

Knights of Columbus Corner 
Well, it’s finally here, my first newsletter for our bulletin, followed by my first 

meeting as your Grand Knight representing St. Mary of Manchester Knights of 
Columbus Council 4354. I’m a little nervous with the responsibility the next two 
years will bring. I ask for your prayers for myself and for our council during the year.  

I also would like to thank Fr. Bosco for his continued support of the Knights and look forward 
to helping him in his ministry at St. Mary Parish. I would like to encourage all the men that I 
have personally talked to over the last year, to prayerfully consider joining the K of C. All of you 
already support our many Parish activities with your time and hard work.  

The K of C will be celebrating their 65th anniversary next year, and with your commitment to 
join, we will ensure that the Manchester K of C will have another 65 years of serving our Parish 
and community.  

Our ceremony (1st, 2nd, and 3rd degree) for joining the K of C can take place at St. Mary 
Church after the 10:30 Mass on Sunday. Your family members are encouraged to attend and 
witness this beautiful ceremony. If you have any questions, please email me 

(abrog66@gmail.com) or talk to me after Mass on Sunday or give me a call (734-972-9204). 

—Martin Brogley, Grand Knight Manchester K of C Council 4354          ◼ 

…and for the repose of the soul of 

 John Wils 

• Kristy Raab 

• Bill Schaffer 

• Pam Wils 

• Natalie (sister 
of Jane) 

• Christy Woody 
and family 

• Judy Fahey 

• Barbara 
(Kemner) Haas 

• Kay Lantis 

• Jerry Kripas 

• Delores Oakley 

• Joe Kirk 

• Bruce Sommers 

• Joyce Stein  

• Loretta 
Widmayer 

• Connie 
Stancato  

• Annie (sister of 
Lynn Waldecker) 

• Art (friend of 
Claudia Damian) 

• Ollie (friend of 
Claudia Damian) 

• Paul Whelan 
(imprisoned in 
Russia) 

• Michelle Lazar 

• Scott Sangster 

• Angie Chipp 

• Joe Novak 

Talk on Saint Joseph 

at Pious Union 

During this “Year of St. Joseph,” 
the Pious Union of St. Joseph in 
Grass Lake has scheduled a 
series of talks on St. Joseph, on 
the 3rd Sunday of the month. 
This month’s talk is this 
Sunday, July 18 at 6pm. Come 
in-person OR watch live on 
Facebook: 

PiousUnion/ShrineofStJoseph 
OR on the Shrine website: 

www.PiousUnionOfStJoseph.org 
For more info call 517-522-8017.  

O most blessed Patriarch, 
glorious St. Joseph, who was 

chosen to be  
the foster father of the Word 
made flesh and the chaste 

spouse of Mary, pray for us. 


