
 

I n the Gospel reading (Luke 13:1-9), Jesus acknowledges that tragedies happen. Citing 
two tragic local incidents in today’s Gospel, Jesus exhorts the Jews to repent of their sins and 

reform their lives so that they may not face the greatest human tragedy – eternal damnation.  

The Lord Invests in Us  
– Fr. Bosco Padamattummal – 

The examples Jesus gives are of shocking 
disasters that occurred in Christ’s lifetime.  

 One of the incidents was the ruthless 
murder of some Galileans while they were 
in the middle of their Temple sacrifices. 
The victims were probably political 
agitators, and this was Pilate’s way of 
silencing them.  

 The other incident was a construction 
accident which occurred near the Temple 
during the building of a water aqueduct. 

Apparently, this building project was hated 
by the Jews because Temple funds had 
been appropriated by Pilate to finance it.  

These two incidents are brought up 
because the Jews of Jesus’ day presumed 
that those who were killed were being 
punished by God for their sins. But Jesus 
denies this. Instead, he asserts that what really 
destroys life is our unwillingness to repent 
and change our lives. Jesus says, not once but 
twice by way of emphasis: “Unless you 

repent, you will perish as they did.” 

We know that tragic events can 
occur randomly – as in the cases of the 
Galileans and the eighteen 
Jerusalemites – and have nothing to do 
with the guilt or innocence of the 
victims. For example, a tornado that 
destroys a nightclub also destroys a 
church. An earthquake or tsunami kills 
the saints as well as the sinners in the 
affected area. Drunk drivers kill 
innocent people. Drive-by shooters kill 
children and other innocent bystanders. 
Religious fanatics, terrorists, and 
suicide bombers cause the untimely 
deaths of good as well as of bad people. 
Violent people, with or without 
provocation, injure their loved ones. 
Only a few of us will have a “burning 
bush” experience, but all of — continued on p. 2 

A fun time was 
had by all who 
attended. Here is 
little Ruby 
Rickert with her 
family in the 
background –   
big sister Mabel, 
her mom Ashley, 
and her dad Will 
– enjoying the 
movie, pizza 
dinner, and crafts. 
And pretzels, of 
course!  



 

 

The Lord Invests in Us  
SAT. MAR. 19 Solemnity: Saint Joseph, Spouse of the
 Blessed Virgin Mary  

3:30-4:30pm Confession 
 5:00pm Vigil MASS for the Third 

Sunday of Lent: For the People

 

SUN. MAR. 20      Third Sunday of Lent  

8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession 
 8:30am MASS:  Fr. David Hudgins                             

 10:30am MASS:  Duane Beuerle                             
   

4-5:30pm Confirmation Class / PC    

MON. MAR. 21 Lenten Weekday   

 12:10pm MASS:  Ed &  Marian 
Cueny

3:30-4:45pm Rel Ed Classes / PC 
6:00pm Staff Meeting / FFH 
7:00pm Evangelization Mtg / FFH 

TUES. MAR. 22 Lenten Weekday   

 8:30am MASS:  Katy Doyle           
 

WED. MAR. 23 Lenten Weekday 
 (opt. mem. St. Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop ) 

 8:30am MASS:   Mary Alice 
Krzyzaniak  

THUR. MAR. 24 Lenten Weekday  

 8:30am MASS:  M. J. Kidd            
 

FRI. MAR. 25 Solemnity: The Annunciation of the Lord 
   

 8:30am MASS:  Élise Conseibo      

3:30-7pm Fish Fry / PC drive- thru 
 7:30 pm Stations of the Cross 

8:00-9:00pm Confessions 

SAT. MAR. 26 Lenten Weekday 

3:30-4:30pm Confession  
 5:00pm Vigil MASS for the Fourth 

Sunday of Lent: For the People 

SUN. MAR. 27      Fourth Sunday of Lent  

8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession 
 8:30am MASS:  Fr. Joseph Tran                             

 10:30am MASS:  Mike Miner                             
  ◼ 

2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16 
Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22 
Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a  
   (or Lk 2:41-5la) 
 
 
 
 
 

Ex 3:l-8a, 13-15 
1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12 
Lk 13:1-9  
 
 
 

2 Kgs 5: l -15ab 
Lk 4:24-30  
 
 
 
 
 

Dn 3:25, 34-43 
Mt 18:21-35  
 
 
 
Dt 4:1, 5-9 
Mt 5:17-19  
 
 

Jer 7:23-28 
Lk 11:14-23  
 
 
 
Is 7:10-14; 8:10 
Heb 10:4-10 
Lk 1:26-38  
 
 
 

 

 

Hos 6:1-6 
Lk 18:9-14  
 
 
 
 
 

Jos 5:9a, 10-2 
2 Cor 5:17-21 
Lk 15:1-3, 11-32  
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Pray the Stations  
of the Cross  
20 min.  
before each  
weekend Mass 

us have struggled to understand why tragedy seems to befall 
innocent people.  

In all these cases, we need to trust in Divine Mercy, believing 
that God is with us, and God is on our side, even in those situations 
we cannot explain. Jesus’ life is the clearest evidence that a person’s 
suffering is not proof of that person’s sin. While sin can lead to 
tragedy, not every tragedy is the result of sin 

When Jesus tells a parable, it is often the case that one of the 
characters in the story is an expression of himself and of God.   
In the parable of the good Samaritan, the figure of the Samaritan is 
an image of Jesus himself and of the God whom Jesus reveals. In our 
parable today, the gardener is an image of Jesus and of God.  

Throughout the Gospel Jesus shows himself to be patient with 
people that others would write off or even cut off. Once when a blind 
beggar called out to Jesus, and his disciples told him to be quiet, to 
make himself invisible. Jesus cut across his disciples and called the 
man over. On another occasion, when Jesus was refused hospitality 
by a Samaritan village and his disciples wanted to call fire down 
from heaven and consume them, Jesus rebuked his disciples and went 
on to another village. Jesus knew that a time would come when the 
Samaritans would hear his Gospel and receive him. He knew how to 
wait on people; he had patience when it was needed. 

The risen Lord knows how to wait on all of us. There are times 
when our lives do not appear to be very fruitful. The many and 
varied graces that the Lord may have given us over the years appear 
to yield very little return. We can probably all think of times in our 
lives when we were not at our best, when we were a little bit like  
the fig tree in today’s parable. There may even have been times 
when we were tempted to give up on ourselves, knowing that we 
were a long way from the person we are called to be. Today’s 
Gospel reading assures us that the Lord is slow to give up on us, 
even when others may be tempted to do so. The Lord continues to 
invest in us, even if past investments have given little return.  

It is of course true that the Lord’s patience should not make us 
complacent. The Lord’s patience makes us hopeful. The gardener in 
today’s parable had hope for an apparently hopeless  tree. The Lord 
has hopes for us. He is always hopeful in our regard, which is reason 
enough for each of us to be hopeful in our own regard.  

We also need to be hopeful in each other’s regard, knowing 
that the Lord who began his good work in us is always working  to 
bring it to completion. 

If the Lord continues to invest in us, we need to invest in 
ourselves. There is always something we can do in response to what 
the Lord is doing. We have a more proactive role in our future than 
the tree in the parable had in its future. There may be a little pruning 
we can do on our own lives, a little nurturing, that enables the Lord’s 
work in our lives to be more effective.  

That is the other side of today’s Gospel reading: the call to 
repent, the call to turn away from whatever it is that is diminishing us 
and to turn towards what is truly life-giving for us. It is a good time 
to listen more attentively to the Lord’s call and thereby to create an 
opening for him to make our lives rich with the Spirit’s fruit.    

Pray the Stations  
of the Cross  
20 min.  
before each  
weekend Mass 

 Fridays at 7:30 pm 

 20 minutes before 
each weekend Mass 

Birthday Blessings 

March 21 
Kathryn McGoff 

March 22 

Mary Ann Fielder 

Sharon Kleinschmidt 

March 25 
James Miller 

Our Parish 
Friday 

Lenten Fish 
Fry Dinners 

3:30-7pm 
at the 
Parish 
Center 

FAST  
Drive-thru/
take-out 

FATHER CHARLES IRVIN WRITING SCHOLARSHIP 
A reminder of the FAITH Magazine writing scholarship 
contest for Catholic high-school seniors in the Diocese, 
established to honor its founding editor (and our former 
pastor) Fr. Charles E. Irvin. The 2022 essay subject is: 
 Where do you see the Holy Spirit working in your life? 

Applicants must be Catholic high-school seniors who are 
active participants in their parish’s youth group/religious 
education program. The essay length is 800-1200 words, 
and entries are due Friday, April 1, 2022.  

Note: Submissions must be sent by the Rel. Ed. or Youth 
Group leader or Fr. Bosco. Direct student submissions 
will not be considered. More info at: faithmag.com/
father-charles-irvin-writing-scholarship-2022  



  

NEED HELP? An “AA” group 
meets Fridays at 7:00pm at 

Emanuel Church, 324 W Main St. 
(next door to St Mary’s) 

0 
St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTION  

Sunday, March 6, 2022 

Sunday Env (81)  .............. $ 7,005.21 
Welcome, Loose, Kids  ...........  439.00 
Immaculate Conc  ....................  15.00 
Easter decorations (4)  ............  95.00 
E-Giving (3) ..........................  142.95 

Combined toward budget:  ... $ 7,697.16 
Budget goal:  ......................  5,300.00 
Amt ABOVE goal:  ..........  + 2,397.16 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Bldg & Maint (7)  ...............  $ 330.00 
Blk & Indian (7)  ...................  357.00 
Catholic Relief Serv  ................... 5.00 
Ukraine Relief  .................... 2,268.00 
Evangelization Fund  .............  905.00 
Poor Box  ..............................   280.15 

Votive candles  .......................  86.00 

 

Think you might be pregnant? 
Need Help?  

Alternatives to Abortion 
Call (800) 712-HELP (4357)  

Need Help? PROJECT RACHEL  
(post-abortion reconciliation  

and healing) Call the confidential 
phone line: 517-993-0291, or email 

nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic 
spiritual support group for those struggling 

with same sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a 
separate support group for families & friends. 

For info in the Diocese of Lansing, call 517-342-
2596 or email caverart@comcast.net 

“”Stir up one another to love and good works” (DSA 2022) 
 Thank you to everyone who has made a gift or pledge commitment to our Diocesan 

Services Appeal. Our gifts to DSA enable our diocese to provide services crucial to 
our parish. The programs and services funded by DSA offer direct assistance to 
individuals and families, and to parishes, schools, and Catholic Charities agencies. 
“Love and good works” of the Church occur through dozens of ongoing ministries 
made possible by our contributions to DSA. 

If you did not receive or misplaced your DSA envelope, you can pick up one from 
the main vestibule. And please prayerfully consider your gift decision. Those paying by cash or 
check are invited to return your completed pledge form, in the DSA envelope, to our parish office 
or in the Sunday collection. Those who wish to pay by credit card or electronic funds transfer: 
please turn in your pledge form and envelope indicating your donation, then make your donation 

at www.dioceseoflansing.org/appeal.  
Every one of our parish households is encouraged to reflect on the many blessings we have 

received from the Lord and share these blessings through a generous gift to our DSA.  

Update: Easter Food Bags (Parish Lenten Almsgiving) 
Fellow parishioner Marja Warner is coordinating this year’s parish almsgiving project, and she 

sends this update: Thanks to all who signed up to donate items for the Easter Food Bags, we have 
everything covered! Please remember to bring the items you are donating by Sun., April 3 to the 
Fr. Fisher Hall kitchen. Put them on the island or countertops. And remember, if you are bringing 
crescent rolls or hams, they need to go in the FFH kitchen refrigerator. If you are donating apple 
pie, please ask Fr. Bosco to put them in his freezer in his basement. Thanks again. —Marja 

All Hands on Deck! 
Stephanie Beuerle who organizes the volunteer cleaning efforts for our beautiful stone church 

is calling for some special help! She writes: “We will be doing a deep clean in the church on 
Sun., April 3 at 3:00pm.” Please put it on your calendar to come and help so the church can be 
clean and beautiful for Easter. If you want more info, please contact Stephanie at 734-368-8585. 

St. Andrew the Apostle Catholic Church Job Posting 
St. Andrew is seeking a Sacrament and Liturgy Assistant to work in their parish office. The 

hours for this position are flexible, 30-40 hours per week. The basic duties include: Sacramental 
recordings, Liturgical volunteer coordination and scheduling, Liturgy planning and support, and 
front desk and general office support. We are looking for someone with 3-5 years experience in a 
general office setting with experience in a parish setting a plus. Must be proficient with 
Microsoft Office tools and working with other software platforms. Must be a practicing Catholic 
who is active in his/her parish. A complete job description of this position is available upon 

request. Send requests, questions & resumés to deacondoug@standrewsaline.org 

Have you considered Fr. Gabriel Richard High School? 
Father Gabriel Richard High School, a Catholic school community, exists to build up the Body 

of Christ through the intellectual and spiritual formation of its students. Rooted in the Catholic 
Intellectual Tradition, FGR cultivates in each student a sense of awe in response to the beauty of 
truth. Strengthened by the Sacraments, students are equipped to live at the service of others 
through academic excellence, intentional discipleship, creativity, and sportsmanship. 

You are invited to their SPRING OPEN HOUSE  
on Wed., March 23 from 6:30 – 8:00pm 

4333 Whitehall Drive, Ann Arbor • 734-929-6988 

Tour the school, meet their outstanding faculty, coaches, and students, and learn about the 
excellent academic programs and faith-filled community. Explore all that FGR has to offer: 
classes, clubs, sports, and leadership and faith opportunities.  

We invite all middle school students and their families to visit us! 

There are many scholarship and financial aid options.  

For more information about the school, please visit https://fgrhs.org/ or call the school office at 
734-662-0496. FGR High School offers your child –  

Academic excellence in an authentic Catholic community! 
Give your child the advantage of FGR’s firm commitment to learning, living, and spreading the 
Catholic faith each and every day. “Your journey begins here!”  ◼ 

Please Pray for… 

1) For the repose of the soul 
of +Duane Beuerle                   
(The Punches Family)  

2) +Ron Driessche    
 (The Punches Family)  

The SANCTUARY LAMPS 

are burning this week for 

the following intentions: 

 

• Lee Ann Vitale 

• David Roncoli 

• Fran Kujda   

• For the people 
of Ukraine 

• Anna Brogley 
(mother of 
Martin Brogley) 

• Sally Gavin 

• Jim Warner  

• Joyce Stein 

• Jerry Kripas 

• Loretta 
Widmayer 

• Annie (sister of 
Lynn Waldecker) 

• Addison Elder 

• Denny Steele 
and his wife 
Cindy 

• Gary Brokaw 
(and his wife 
Polly) 

• Paul Whelan 
(imprisoned in 
Russia) 

• Doug Hunt and 
his wife Lisa 
(Pat Fitzgerald’s 
daughter) 

Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter Experience 
Your love is unique in all the 
world!  Celebrate that love by 
attending a Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter weekend experience 
at the St. Francis Retreat Center 
in DeWitt Fri.-Sun. April 1-3. 
For questions, contact Chris & 
Darla Vinton at 517-667-0433.  

Apply today at wwme.org    ◼ 


