
 

J esus said, “I came not to call the righteous, but sinners” (Mark 2:17). The big problem 
with “sinners” is either that they believe that they have not fallen into a pit, or they think that 

by themselves they can get out of the pit. “Repentance” is that change of heart and mind 
whereby the sinner begins to accept the fact that unless someone comes to pull him out of the 
pit, he’s doomed, not only to die in it but to spend eternity in it. 

Let us come to the house of God as often as we can… 
– Fr. Bosco Padamattummal – 

Paul writes to Timothy saying, “Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners…” (1 Tim. 1:15). In His parable of the 
two lost sons, Jesus gives us a picture of the 
way the love of God for sinners is either 
received or rejected. Here we see the picture 
of “repentance” and “hard-hearted refusal”  
of divine love. And as we hear this story,    
we must ask ourselves, “Which one am I?” 

The story begins with an introduction of 
the main characters. “There is a man who 
had two sons, and the younger of them said  
to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of 
property that is coming to me.’ He wants his 
freedom. He is like “I can’t wait to be free of 
you and live on my own and do as I please.” 
The boy goes to some unnamed “far country” 
which could be anywhere 
as long as it’s away from 
the “old man.” 

It doesn’t take long at 
all before he is broke. 
Eventually, the young man 
hits rock bottom. So, let’s 
be sure to notice here that 
as Jesus paints a picture of 
“a sinner,” He doesn’t 
create a “respectable 
sinner.” He’s not 
minimizing the offense of 

the younger son; Jesus paints a picture of       
a truly pathetic person that everyone back 
home despises – except the father. 

His pride is crumbling; he has another 
plan for how he might save both his life and 
his face. “I will arise and go to my father, and 
I will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy 
to be called your son. Treat me as one of your 
hired servants.’” He is coming back home.  

But before the son can offer his plan for 
what he will do to earn his way back into the 
father’s good graces, the father cuts him off. 
He dresses him in the best robe, puts the ring 
on his finger and shoes on his feet, so that the 
whole community will know that this son of 
his has been fully accepted and completely 

restored to sonship. 
There’s another son of 

the father in the story, the 
older one. Even though he 
lives in the father’s house, 
he is far removed from the 
father. And once he is told 
the reason for the 
celebration, he refuses to go 
inside to share in his 
father’s joy. The younger 
son staged his public protest 
by leaving the 

— continued on p. 2 



 

 

Let us come to the house of God as often as we can… 
SAT. MAR. 26 Lenten Weekday 

3:30-4:30pm Confession  
 5:00pm Vigil MASS for the Fourth 

Sunday of Lent: For the People 

SUN. MAR. 27      Fourth Sunday of Lent  

8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession 
 8:30am MASS:  Fr. Joseph Tran                             

 10:30am MASS:  Mike Miner                             
    

MON. MAR. 28 Lenten Weekday   

 No Mass today in Manchester
3:30-4:45pm Rel Ed Classes / PC 
7:00pm Choir rehearsal / choir loft 
7:00pm Area Communal Penance 
opportunity /  St. Andrew, Saline 

TUES. MAR. 29 Lenten Weekday   

 No Mass today in Manchester 
7:00pm Area Communal Penance 
opportunity /  St. Joseph, Dexter 

WED. MAR. 30 Lenten Weekday  

 8:30am MASS:   Baby Jameson 
McCrohn  

7:00pm Area Communal Penance 
opportunity /  St. Mary, Chelsea 

THUR. MAR. 31 Lenten Weekday  

 8:30am MASS:  Ron Driessche            
 

7:00pm Area Communal Penance 
opportunity /  St. Mary, Manchester 

FRI. APRIL 1 Lenten Weekday 
   

 8:30am First Friday MASS:  Bud 
Jacob 

Exposition & Adoration, beginning after morning Mass, then 
continuing all day & evening, closing with Benediction at 10:00pm 

3:30-7:00pm FISH FRY  DINNER                      
(DRIVE THRU-TAKE OUT /PC 

 7:30 pm Stations of the Cross 

8:00-9:00pm Confessions 

SAT. APRIL 2 Lenten Weekday 
 (opt. mem. St. Francis of Paola, Hermit) 

 8:30am First Saturday MASS:           
 Duane Beuerle   

3:30-4:30pm Confession  
 5:00pm Vigil MASS for the Fifth 

Sunday of Lent:  Jerry Damian                             
 

SUN. APRIL 3      Fifth Sunday of Lent  

8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession 
 8:30am MASS: For the People
 10:30am MASS:  Duane Beuerle                             

 ◼ 

Hos 6:1-6 
Lk 18:9-14  
 
 
 
 
 

Jos 5:9a, 10-2 
2 Cor 5:17-21 
Lk 15:1-3, 11-32   
 
 

Is 65:17-21 
Jn 4:43-54  
 
 
 
 
 

Ez 47:1-9, 12 
Jn 5:1-16  
 
 
 

Is 49:8-15 
Jn 5:17-30  
 
 
 
 

Ex 32:7-14 
Jn 5:31-47  
 
 
 
 
 

Wis 2:la, 12-22 
Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Jer 11:18-20 
Jn 7:40-53  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Is 43:16-21 
Phil 3:8-14 
Jn 8:1-11  

St. Mary’s Parish Weekly Calendar ❖ March 26-April 3 

Pray the Stations  
of the Cross  
20 min.  
before each  
weekend Mass 

father’s house. The older son stages his public protest by refusing to 
enter it.  

Once again Jesus brings the story to the point of crisis. How 
will the father respond to his older son? This respectable father 
publicly begs his son to come inside and join in the celebration and 
share in his joy. The older son is so angry, he neither shows love for 
his father or for his brother. The father is standing there with arms 
wide open towards his older son. His listeners are waiting to see how 
the older son will respond. 

Jesus outlines the three aspects of repentance by presenting 
three characters in this parable: 1) the repentant younger son; 2) the 
forgiving father; and 3) the self-justifying elder son. The lesson of 
divine mercy to sinners is shown by the father’s reception of the 
returned younger son. A stern warning is given to the self-righteous 
by presenting the dialogue between the father and his older son.  

Although the story of the prodigal son is often given as an 
example of repentance, it is actually the story of how God 
forgives and heals the repentant sinner. Like God, the father in 
the parable was ready to forgive both of his “sinful” sons even 
before they repented. St. Thomas Aquinas explains that God already 
forgives us as soon as we repent, even before we go to confession or 
perform any penance 

Dear brothers and sisters, Lent is a time to pass over from a 
world of sin to a world of reconciliation. The story of the prodigal 
son asks each of us an important question: Will you accept the 
father’s forgiveness and partake of the banquet, or will you remain 
outside? Lent is a time to transform hatred into love, conflict into 
peace, death into eternal life.  

The first step is to do as the younger son did: “When he came 
to himself, he said: ‘I will return to my father, and say to him: 
Father, I have sinned against you.’” At every Mass, we come to our 
loving Heavenly Father’s house as prodigal children.  
 We begin the Mass acknowledging that we have sinned and have 

closed our hearts to God’s perfect love.  
 Next, we listen to the Word that heals our broken and imperfect 

relationships with God.  
 In the Offertory, we give ourselves back to the Father, and this is 

the moment of our surrendering our sinful lives to God our Father.  
 At the Consecration, we hear God’s invitation through Jesus: 

“This is My Body, which will be given up for you... this is the 
chalice of My Blood … which will be poured out for you…”. 
 In Holy Communion, we participate in God’s feast of 

reconciliation, the Holy Eucharist, the gift of unity with God and 
with His whole family. Here, we experience again the 
relationship with Him, and His family is restored.  

Let us come to the house of God as often as we can to be 
reconciled with God, our forgiving Father, by asking His pardon 
and forgiveness, and to enjoy the Eucharistic banquet of 
reconciliation and acceptance He has prepared for us, His returned 
prodigal sons and daughters.   

Pray the Stations  
of the Cross  
20 min.  
before each  
weekend Mass 

Birthday Blessings 

March 27 
Michelle Horn 

March 28 
Garett Sanders 

March 30 
Andrew Bonkowski 

Kelly Flaherty 

March 31 
Lawrence Dahl 

Our Parish 
Friday Lenten 

Fish Fry 
Dinners 

3:30-7pm 
at the Parish 

Center 

FAST  
Drive-thru/
take-out! 

REMINDERS: 
• Easter Food Bags: For those who signed up to bring items for 

our parish Lenten Almsgiving project, please remember to bring 
your items to the Fr. Fisher Hall (FFH) kitchen by next Sun., 
April 3. If you are donating crescent rolls or hams, they need to  
go in the FFH kitchen refrigerator. If you are bringing apple pies, 
please ask Fr. Bosco to put them the  freezer in his basement. 

• Cleaning the church for Easter; Let’s work together to put 
a shine on the church interior so it is ready for the great 
celebration of Easter! All who are able, come next Sun. April 3 
at 3pm  to help. If you want more info, please contact Stephanie 
Beuerle at 734-368-8585.   ◼ 



  

NEED HELP? An “AA” group 
meets Fridays at 7:00pm at 

Emanuel Church, 324 W Main St. 
(next door to St Mary’s) 

0 
St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTION  

Sunday, March 13, 2022 

Sunday Env (63)  .............. $ 3,432.00 
Welcome, Loose, Kids  .............  97.21 
Easter decorations (4)  ..........  115.00 
E-Giving (14) ........................  999.63 

Combined toward budget:  ... $ 4,643.84 
Budget goal:  ......................  5,300.00 
Amt UNDER goal:  .............  – 656.16 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Bldg & Maint (5)  ...............  $ 165.00 
E-Giving Bldg & Maint   .......  340.00 
Blk & Indian   ..........................  20.00 
Ukraine Relief  ....................... 280.00 
Evangelization Fund  .............  105.00 
Poor Box  ..............................   160.50 

Votive candles  .......................  69.00 

 

Think you might be pregnant? 
Need Help?  

Alternatives to Abortion 
Call (800) 712-HELP (4357)  

Need Help? PROJECT RACHEL  
(post-abortion reconciliation  

and healing) Call the confidential 
phone line: 517-993-0291, or email 

nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic 
spiritual support group for those struggling 

with same sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a 
separate support group for families & friends. 

For info in the Diocese of Lansing, call 517-342-
2596 or email caverart@comcast.net 

Special “Stations of the Cross” this coming Friday! 
All St. Mary parishioners are encouraged to come this Fri., April 1, for Stations of the Cross. 
We have invited our neighbors from nearby protestant churches to join us for this traditional 
Lenten devotion, and it would be good to have many, many St. Mary parishioners in attendance 
also. The children of the parish will take a special role in presenting the Stations. Stations begin at 
7:30pm, so even if you are at the Parish Center for Fish Fry, try to make it for Stations. Oremus… 

“Stir up one another to love and good works” (Hebrews 10:24) 
St. Mary parishioners are stepping up in making their pledges to this year’s Diocesan Services 

Appeal (DSA). Although so far only a small number of parishioners have pledged, we have 
already reached one third of our goal! Thanks to those 23 parish families!!! 

Now it’s up to the rest of us to help St. Mary’s meet the goal Bishop Boyea has set for us. It is 
something we accomplish each year, indicating we are a strong and faithful parish. If you did not 
receive or have misplaced your DSA envelope, pick up one from the main vestibule. Prayerfully 
consider your gift decision. Those paying by cash or check are invited to return your completed 
pledge form, in the DSA envelope, to our parish office or in the Sunday collection. Those who 
wish to pay by credit card or electronic funds transfer: please turn in your pledge form and 
envelope indicating your donation. This allows the parish bookkeeping to be accurate when 

reporting our progress to you. Then make your donation at www.dioceseoflansing.org/appeal.  

Lenten Penance Services this week 
Prepare your soul for the holy days of Easter by going to confession. There will be Penance 
Services this coming week, Monday thru Thursday, at each of the nearby Catholic parishes, each 
at 7:00pm. Together we reflect with Scripture readings, prayer, and an examination of 
conscience. And then there will be individual confession time with your choice of any of the four 
priests from our neighboring parishes. Here is the schedule:  

 
 

 

 

Easter Decorations 
Order forms for Memorial Easter Lilies are available in the vestibule. The cost is $20, and 

you can take your lily home after the 10:30 Easter Sunday Mass. Orders are needed by Mon., 
April 11. Checks should be made payable to “The Flower Garden.”  

Also, sign-up sheets to help decorate the church on Sat., April 16 are in the vestibule. 

Contact Susan Fielder at 734-972-5652 or sfielder@umich.edu if you have questions. ◼ 

1) +Duane Beuerle                   
(Jesse & Mary Batterson)  

2) +Élise Conseibo     
 (The Punches Family)  

The SANCTUARY LAMPS 

are burning this week for 

the following intentions: 

 

• David Roncoli 

• Lee Ann Vitale 

• Fran Kujda   

• For the people 
of Ukraine 

• Anna Brogley 
(mother of 
Martin Brogley) 

• Sally Gavin 

• Jim Warner  

• Joyce Stein 

• Jerry Kripas 

• Loretta 
Widmayer 

• Annie (sister of 
Lynn Waldecker) 

• The family of 
Alice Kidd 

• Addison Elder 

• Denny Steele 
and his wife 
Cindy 

• Gary Brokaw 
(and his wife 
Polly) 

 
ST. MARY’S SUPPORT  

DSA 

Please Pray for… Mon. March 28 Tues. March 29 Wed. March 30 Thurs. March 31 

St. Andrew,  
Saline at 7pm 

St. Joseph 
Dexter at 7pm 

St. Mary 
Chelsea at 7pm 

St. Mary 
Manchester at 7pm 

Job Opportunity: Serving our parish 
We have a unique job need here at St. Mary’s, and it also could be a 

blessing for someone in our parish. The Cemetery Board is seeking 
someone to manage our St. Mary Cemetery.  

Here is a very brief overview of this part-time, flexible-hour job 
(paying $200/month). Let us highlight two major aspects: First 
meeting with and assisting families with selecting a burial site, as 
well as coordinating with funeral directors for funerals. The other 
major aspect would be management of contractors, including those 
for burials (excavating, vault company, memorials) and those for 

maintenance (lawn mowing, snow removal, general upkeep). Some 
record-keeping is also involved.  

Note: Manual labor is not a part of this job. And we average only   
5-10 burial site sales/funerals per year.  

The common term for this position is “cemetery sexton” which is defined “overseeing 
the operation and maintenance of the cemetery and assisting families and funeral 
directors planning and during burials.” This might be an ideal job with a “works of 
mercy” aspect for someone – as a second job or after retirement. Of course, there is much 
in the details, so if you are interested, please contact Fr. Bosco to discuss it further.   ◼ 


