
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER (DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY) ⧫ APRIL 24, 2022 

I n the Church, when we think of the Apostle Thomas, we tend to think of 
“Doubting Thomas.” (Although he is not the only one who doubted; when the women 

came from the tomb to tell the apostles that the Lord is risen, the apostles did not believe 
them.) Such skepticism from Thomas the Apostle may come as a surprise to us, but this doubt 
proved to be an act of dispensation by God, because it answers those who would dispute the 
divine nature of Christ.  

This initial struggle to believe in the 
Risen Christ is an example for those in 
every age up to the present who wrestle 
with faith. The Apostles declared Christ’s 
Resurrection after they had seen him, spoken 
to him, ate with him, and lived with him for 
40 days after his Resurrection. Theirs is a 
confession of faith signed with their own 
blood! They were persecuted, imprisoned, 
tortured, exiled, and martyred precisely 
because they proclaimed the Risen Christ    
as true God. 

Thomas is the Apostle who Church 
tradition credits with bringing the Gospel 

message to India where he was later 
martyred for his faith. In John’s Gospel, 
Thomas is portrayed as loyal, undeniably a 
dedicated, passionate man, He was not 
satisfied with vague notions, but wanted 
direct answers. The first time Thomas makes 
an appearance in John’s Gospel is in the 
episode with Lazarus in John 11. When Jesus 
tells his disciples that he’s ready to go back 
to Judea, they remind him that everyone 
there wants to kill him… maybe it’s not such 
a good idea to go back there. Then Jesus told 
them plainly, “Lazarus has died, but let us go 
to him.” So, Thomas, called — continued on p. 2 

Experience the Presence of Jesus  
– Fr. Bosco Padamattummal – 

Palm Sunday • April 10th 

  Blessing of the Palms 
and a procession of 

“Hosanna to the  
Son of David” on a clear, 

sunny, but cold  
Palm Sunday morning  

in front of St. Mary’s.  

  St. Mary 

teens meet “at 

the lake” with 

their teacher 

Lynn Waldecker 

to study the Bible 

– a gift to each 

of us from God 

through His 

Church – a gift 

to help us to 

“draw close to 

God so that He 

can draw close to 

us” (James 4:8). 



 

 

Experience the Presence of Jesus  
SAT. APRIL 23 Saturday within the Octave of Easter   

3:30-4:30pm Confession 
 5:00pm Vigil MASS for the Second 

Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy):  
 Joseph Kirk  

SUN. APRIL 24      Second Sunday of Easter 
 (Sunday of Divine Mercy)  

8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession 
 8:30am MASS:   Mabel Millenbach 

 10:30am MASS: For the People 
SYNODAL TOWN HALL MEETING with Coffee & Donuts 
following 10:30am Mass (approx. 11:45 am) / PC 

 3:00pm Divine Mercy Holy Hour 
4:00-5:30pm Confirmation class/PC    

MON. APRIL 25 Feast: St. Mark, Evangelist   

 12:10pm MASS:   Ann Marie 
Christensen  

3:30-4:45pm Rel Ed Classes / PC 

TUES. APRIL 26 Easter Weekday   

 8:30am MASS:   Leon Ball                              
 

WED. APRIL 27 Easter Weekday   

 8:30am MASS:   Joseph &  Susan 
Germek  

THUR. APRIL 28 Easter Weekday (opt. mem. St. Peter Chanel,

  Priest and Martyr) (opt. mem. St. Louis Grignion de Montfort, Priest)      

 8:30am MASS:   Mike Miner & INT. 
Elsie O’Dell  

FRI. APRIL 29 Memorial: St. Catherine of Siena, Virgin 
 and Doctor of the Church   

 8:30am MASS:  INT. Fr. Bosco on  
the 30th Anniv. of his Ordination     

 

SAT. APRIL 30 Easter Weekday (opt. mem. St. Pius V, Pope)   

3:30-4:30pm Confession 
 5:00pm Vigil MASS for the Third 

Sunday of Easter:  Duane Beuerle 
 

SUN. MAY 1      Third Sunday of Easter  

8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession 
 8:30am MASS:  For the People
 10:30am MASS:  Jerry Damian     

 
 2:30pm Confirmation Mass at the 

Cathedral in Lansing  ◼ 

St. Mary’s Parish Weekly Calendar ❖ April 23-May 1 

the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, and die with 
him” (John 11:14-16). Thomas is not “Doubting Thomas” – he is 
“Devoted Thomas,” “Courageous Thomas.”  

Perhaps we are meant to see Thomas as a courageous, devoted 
disciple when he’s with Jesus. But when he’s not, it’s a different 
story. And that’s exactly what we see in our reading for today. It’s 
been three full days since Thomas has been with Jesus. In fact, the last 
time he saw him, Thomas was running for his life as Jesus was being 
arrested. But now it was three days later. Thomas had been away from 
the other disciples for a while, but when he re-joined them, they 
started babbling on about how Jesus had appeared to them. 

“He’s alive,” they said, “We have seen the Lord.” How could 
they have seen the Lord? Everyone knows what he went through. 
There is no way someone could be alive after all of that; after the 
flogging, the crucifixion, the soldier driving a spear through his side. 
Jesus was dead. And so, Thomas declared, “Unless I see in his hands 
the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the marks of the nails, 
and place my hand into his side, I will never believe” (John 20:25). 
Thomas wasn’t just doubting here…it’s really not even fair to call 
him “Doubting Thomas.” A more accurate name for Thomas on that 
first Easter evening would be “Unbelieving Thomas.”  

But then the following Sunday, everything changed for 
Thomas. Jesus came to invite Thomas out of unbelief and into life. 
In the words of the gospel writer:  

  

After those three miserable days where Thomas had to live with 
the fact that he had abandoned his Lord, after that miserable week 
where Thomas struggled to make sense of his friend’s insistence  
that Jesus was alive, after all of that, in an instant, everything 
changed for Thomas. He was no longer “Unbelieving Thomas.”     
He was “Believing Thomas.” 

What made the difference? Jesus’ presence. See, when Jesus 
was with Thomas, he was a different man. He had courage, he had 
strength. But without Jesus, Thomas was a miserable, emotional 
wreck. Jesus’ presence with Thomas one week after his resurrection 
literally changed Thomas’ life. And Jesus’ presence also caused 
Thomas to utter one of the most profound, faith-filled statements    
in all of the Scriptures: “My Lord and my God!” (John 20:28). Jesus’ 
presence invited Thomas out of unbelief and into life. 

So, how do we experience the presence of Jesus today? Simple: 
Through God’s Word. How do we know that Jesus is present 
through this book? Well, the very beginning of John’s Gospel tells 
us that Jesus is the Word of God. By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
Jesus is present with us through the words of the Holy Scriptures. 
And it’s through the Scriptures that Jesus invites us out of unbelief 
and into the fullness of life in his name.  

It’s by staying connected to Jesus through the Holy Scriptures 
that we experience peace in the midst of a chaotic and crazy 
world. It’s by staying connected to Jesus through the Holy 
Scriptures that we experience the fullness of life that Jesus desires 
for us. When we’re with Jesus, life is good.  

But this story of Thomas also gives us a warning. When we’re 
not with Jesus, life is not good. The devil, the world, and our sinful 
nature are constantly on the prowl against us. When we’re not 
regularly connected to Jesus and his word, they are there, ready to 
tempt us. It is also incredibly important for us to be connected to and 
regularly gathering with other Christians. This connection allows us to 
be encouraged by each other’s stories and our shared experiences.   

Acts 4:13-21 
Mk 16:9-15  
 
 
 
 
 

Acts5:12-16 
Rv 1:9-lla, 12-13, 17-19 
Jn 20:19-31   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Pt 5:5b-14 
Mk 16:15-20 
 
 
 

Acts 4:32-37 
Jn 3:7b-15  
 
 
Acts 5:17-26 
Jn 3:16-21  
 
 

  

 

 

 

Acts 5:34-42 
Jn 6:1-15  
 
 
 

Acts 6:1-7 
Jn 6:16-21 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41 
Rv 5:11-14 
Jn 21:1-19 or 21:1-14  

Birthday Blessings 

April 24 
Bill Shurtliff 

April 25 
Johnathon Dobis 

April 26 
James Bauer 

April 28 
Ashley Rickert 

April 30 
Dcn. Dennis Walters 

 

Altar Flowers 

Easter 
Lilies  

donated by  
Parishioners 

Pray the Rosary 
20 minutes before 

each of the 
weekend Masses. 

Jesus, I trust in You! 



  

 
ST. MARY’S SUPPORT  

DSA 

NEED HELP? An “AA” group 
meets Tuesdays at 7:00pm at 
Manchester United Methodist 

Church, 501 Ann Arbor St. 
(next to Klager School) 

0 
St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTION  

Sunday, April 10, 2022 

Sunday Env (57)  .............. $ 3,677.00 
Welcome, Loose, Kids  ...........  119.00 
E-Giving (17) ........................  818.84 
Easter (1)  ................................  50.00 
Easter decorations (1)  ..........  200.00 

Combined toward budget:  ... $ 4,864.84 
Budget goal:  ......................  5,300.00 
Amt UNDER goal:  .............  – 435.16 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Bldg & Maint (5)  ...............  $ 350.00 
E-Giving Bldg & Maint (1)  .......  5.00 
Catholic Relief Serv (1)  ............  5.00 
Poor Box  ..................................   4.00 

Votive candles  .......................  20.00 

 

Think you might be pregnant? 
Need Help?  

Alternatives to Abortion 
Call (800) 712-HELP (4357)  

Need Help? PROJECT RACHEL  
(post-abortion reconciliation  

and healing) Call the confidential 
phone line: 517-993-0291, or email 

nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic 
spiritual support group for those struggling 

with same sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a 
separate support group for families & friends. 

For info in the Diocese of Lansing, call 517-342-
2596 or email caverart@comcast.net 

April 29th is Fr. Bosco’s 30-year anniversary of his ordination 
We thank you, Fr. Bosco – for the many gifts you bring to our community: for drawing us 

together in worship, for visiting us in our homes, for comforting us in sickness, for showing us 
compassion, for blessing our marriage, for baptizing our children, for supporting us in bereavement, 
for helping us to grow in our faith. And we thank our dear Lord for your holy priesthood! Amen.   

St. Mary Pro-Life Event – May 3 
Mark your calendars and spread the word about our first Pro-Life Speaker Event on Tues.,  

May 3 at 7pm in the Parish Center. Jeff Sangster, parishioner and author of Common Sense: 
Changing the Conversation of Life, will talk about the truth, lies, and deceptions of the abortion 
issue and the conversation that surrounds it. Diapers and donations will be accepted in support  
of Family Life Services pregnancy center. Refreshments will be served. Please invite family   

and friends, regardless of religious affiliation. Contact stmaryprolife@gmail.com for more 
information or to reserve a seat.  

“Thank You” St. Mary’s Parishioners…” 
“We would like to thank you for all of the prayers and rosaries, and candles that were offered 

during our surgeries and recovery. We are healing slowly, but our doctors are happy. We are 
lucky to have all of you. —Jim & Marja Warner” 

A summary of a VERY SUCCESSFUL Fish Fry season! 

1) + Ronald Driessche                   
(Kris Kanta-Jourdan)  

2) +Mike Miner                       
(Inge & Pete Roncoli)  

The SANCTUARY LAMPS 

are burning this week for 

the following intentions: 

 

• Andrea 
Mendoza 

• Baby Teddy & 
his family 

• Infant Lyrik 
Hess & his 
family 

• Cindy Marie 
Remski 

• Tim Bargy 

• David Roncoli 

• Lee Ann Vitale 

• Sally Gavin 

• Denny Steele 
and his wife 
Cindy 

• For the people 
of Ukraine 

• Anna Brogley 
(mother of 
Martin Brogley) 

• Jerry Kripas 

• Addison Elder 

• Loretta 
Widmayer 

• Lorri 
McConnell 

• Annie (sister of 
Lynn Waldecker) 

• The family of 
Alice Kidd 

Please Pray for… 

To add or remove a name from  
this prayer list, please email: 

stmarymanchester2@gmail.com 

    Two “Do-not-miss” events this Weekend!     
Synodal Town Hall Meeting 

Sun., April 24 • 11:45am • Parish Center  

T his is our opportunity to enter into the 
conversation! Gather at the Parish Center 

following 10:30am Mass (there will be coffee and 
donuts) as we meet to contribute to what Pope 
Francis is calling a “Synod on Synodality.” Bishop 
Boyea is seeking input from each of us to assist him. 

Pope Francis has called for a worldwide synod, 
asking us, the entire People of God, to listen to what 
the Holy Spirit is saying to the Church. He is asking 
us to examine how we are journeying with not only 
the faithful in the pews but those fallen away from 
the Church and those on the peripheries of society. 
The Pope’s desire is that this feedback will not only 
contribute meaningful insights to the Universal 
Church but also reveal ways that we can better 
engage in mission in our parish, our diocese, and 
around the world. 

Offer your experience and insights on the Church, 
especially related to your connection to the parish, 
diocese, and Universal Church, your positive and 
negative experiences of Church, and suggestions for 
the future. Let us pray… 

Divine Mercy Hour 
Sun., April 24 • 3:00pm • Church 

I n a series of revelations to St. Maria 
Faustina Kowalska in the 1930s, our 

Lord called for a special feast day to be 
celebrated on the Sunday after Easter. 
Today, we know that feast as Divine 
Mercy Sunday, named by Pope St. John 
Paul II at the canonization of St. 
Faustina on April 30, 2000.   

 Here at St. Mary we will have an 
Hour of Mercy at 3:00pm this Sunday 
afternoon. Through readings, prayers, 
and confession we will have the 
opportunity to reflect on the theme of 
how God’s mercy can overcome sin.  
The Congregation for Divine Worship 
and the Discipline of the Sacraments 
states that Divine Mercy Sunday is “a 
perennial invitation to the Christian 
world to face, with confidence in divine 
benevolence, the difficulties and trials 
that mankind will experience in the 
years to come.” Jesus, I trust in You! 

Week # 
# 

Served 
Income Expenses 

Wkly Net 

Income 

#1 March 4 557 9,080.00 18,955.29 -9,875.29 

#2 March 11 559 8,516.00 6,269.35 2,246.65 

#3 March 18 572 8,752.00 2,561.58 6,190.42 

#4 March 25 539 8,326.00 709.16 7,616.84 

#5 April 1 494 7,604.00 5,647.73 1,956.27 

#6 April 8 609 9,729.00 595.62 9,133.38 

500.00 500.00  Start up money  

YTD Net 3330 52,507.00 35,238.73 17,268.27 

Our St. Mary’s Lenten Friday Fish Fry 
Dinners are first of all about meatless 
Fridays, yet they also are about the 
blessings of working together as a parish 
family, about serving delicious and 
nutritious meatless dinners for fellow 
parishioners and the community-at-large. 
But the bottom line is a blessing also! 
Thank you to all who worked so hard   
and faithfully to make these dinners such   
a success. May God bless you!    ◼ 


