
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER ⧫ MAY 1, 2022 

I t sometimes puzzles people why Jesus seems to say the same thing several times 
without much apparent change in meaning. In today’s Gospel (Jn 21:1-19), for example,  

he says three times to Peter, “Feed my lambs, tend my sheep, feed my sheep.” What is the 
difference, if any, in these repetitive commands?  

Actually, these three commands 
spell out a challenging program of 
responsibility that Peter and his 
successors have always had. The 
difference lies in what we understand as 
the three-fold ministry of the Pope.  

When Jesus says the first time, 
“Feed my lambs,” he’s referring  to the 
papal ministry of teaching. (Interestingly for 
this parish, the Greek verb for “to feed” is 
boskō.) The primary ministry of the successor 
of Peter is not only for himself to teach but to 
ensure the integrity of all the Church’s 
teaching; that is, to ensure that, regardless of 
how it is expressed, the same teaching is being 
handed down intact from the apostles. A prime 
instance of that ministry is the publication of 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church in the 

early ‘90s. And in fact, the pope is 
constantly teaching, both formally in 
papal documents like encyclicals and 
informally in speeches and interviews. 

When Jesus next says, “Tend my 
sheep,” He is pointing to the role of a 
shepherd to govern his flock, to make 
sure that it is following the path He 
wants his disciples to take. One way the 

pope governs is by passing laws that guide the 
Church; that was what Pope St. John Paul II 
did when he updated the Code of Canon Law 
in 1983, and what Pope Francis does whenever 
he modifies or updates this Code. He also 
governs by regulating the work of the Papal 
Curia, appointing bishops, and even by 
engaging in diplomatic relations with secular 
governments. For example, the 
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Informed by Knowledge, Communicated with Respect  
SAT. APRIL 30 Easter Weekday (opt. mem. St. Pius V, Pope)   

3:30-4:30pm Confession 
 5:00pm Vigil MASS for the Third 

Sunday of Easter:  Duane Beuerle 
 

SUN. MAY 1      Third Sunday of Easter  

8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession 
 8:30am MASS:  For the People
 10:30am MASS:  Jerry Damian     

 
 2:30pm Confirmation Mass at the 

Cathedral in Lansing   

MON. MAY 2 Memorial: St. Athanasius, Bishop and 
 Doctor of the Church   

 12:10pm MASS:   Herman 
Kondombo, cousin of Sylvie Strong   

 
3:30-4:45pm Rel Ed Classes / PC 

 First Holy Communion class:  
7:00pm Choir rehearsal / choir loft 

TUES. MAY 3 Feast: Ss. Philip and James, Apostles   

 8:30am MASS:   Duane Beuerle  

7:00pm Pro-Life Event / PC 

WED. MAY 4 Easter Weekday   

 8:30am MASS:                                       
 Mary Alice Krzyzaniak             

7:00pm Parish Council mtg / FFH 

THUR. MAY 5 Easter Weekday ,  

 8:30am MASS:   Joseph &  Joan 
Germek  

FRI. MAY 6 Easter Weekday  

 8:30am First Friday MASS:   Virginia 
Harman 

Exposition & Adoration, beginning after morning Mass, then 
continuing all day & evening, closing with Benediction at 10:00pm 

8:00-9:00pm Confessions 

SAT. MAY 7 Easter Weekday    

 8:30am First Saturday MASS:  
  Joseph Kirk

3:30-4:30pm Confession 
 5:00pm Vigil MASS for the Fourth 

Sunday of Easter: For the People 

SUN. MAY 8      Fourth Sunday of Easter  

Coffee Hour: Knights of Columbus 
Mother’s Day Breakfast 

8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession 
 8:30am MASS:   Mary Alice Krzyzaniak  

 First Communion & May Crowning / 10:30am Mass 
 10:30am MASS:  Ron Driessche            

  ◼ 
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pope not only has an ambassador from the United States, he has also 
provided a delegate to represent the Holy See (that is, the Church as 
an organization) to the American government and to the American 
Church at large. 

And when Jesus finally commands Peter to “Feed my sheep,” 
he means to tell Peter to provide whatever is necessary for the 
faithful to grow and thrive spiritually. In other words, the pope is 
responsible for the sanctification of the Body of Christ. That means 
he must make sure that the entire Church has access to the 
sacraments, especially the Mass and the Eucharist. The pope must 
also see to it that persons venerated by the faithful are worthy of that 
honor (in other words, canonizing the right people), certify any 
reported apparitions of Jesus, Mary, or the saints as being worthy of 
belief (such as the Fatima apparitions), and make sure that certain 
devotions that the faithful are encouraged to practice, such as the 
Divine Mercy chaplet, are consistent with the orthodox faith and 
don’t encourage sentimentalism.  

Feeding the lambs, tending the sheep, and feeding the sheep is 
an enormous responsibility, and no one does it perfectly. All 
popes, even the holiest and wisest, have failed at some point. Which 
raises the question that many Catholics today ask,” Is it all right to 
criticize the pope for how he’s doing his job?” 

Well, faithful Catholics have been doing it for centuries. Saint 
Paul criticized Saint Peter for acting according to what he saw as a 
double standard (Gal 2:14). Saint Catherine of Siena criticized Pope 
Gregory XI for living at Avignon instead of in his actual diocese at 
Rome. Pope St. Paul VI received enormous criticism over his 
publication of Humanae Vitae. When Pope Benedict XVI published 
his three-volume Jesus of Nazareth in 2007, he said in its 
introduction that people were free to criticize his work, since it was 
“in no way an exercise of the Magisterium” (in other words, he was 
not claiming to teach as pope, but only as a private theologian). It 
should be no surprise that several cardinals, other bishops, and even 
members of the faithful have written to Pope Francis asking him to 
clarify some of his teachings. 

Saint Thomas Aquinas explains why criticism of the pope may 
even be necessary. 

If the faith were endangered, a subject ought to rebuke his 
prelate even publicly. Hence Paul, who was Peter’s subject, 
rebuked him in public, on account of the imminent danger 
of scandal concerning faith, and, as the gloss [explanatory 
comment] of Augustine says on Galatians 2:11, “Peter gave 
an example to superiors, that if at any time they should 
happen to stray from the straight path, they should not 
disdain to be reproved by their subjects.” 

Of course, criticism of the pope should never arise out of a 
mere reaction to something he says or does, much less become an 
occasion of gossip or even slander among the faithful who dislike 
him. Responsible criticism, especially constructive, can be an act of 

charity toward the Holy Father – indeed toward the whole Church. If 
possible, criticism should be informed by knowledge of the facts and 
rendered from a position of respect – communicated through proper 
ecclesiastical channels.  

Most bishops feel challenged enough by their burden of 
teaching, governing, and sanctifying their own dioceses. The 
whole Catholic Church, comprising within itself two dozen ritual 
churches, is an enormous spiritual organism; to teach, govern, and 
sanctify such a vast body is beyond the capability of any one man. 
The Second Vatican Council taught that the Church’s bishops act 
together as a college to advise and help Peter’s successor. And 
always, the Church has the Holy Spirit to teach, guide, and sanctify 
him. But we are involved, too. As members of Christ’s body, we 
have the duty to pray for the pope, both in the liturgy and privately. 
Love for him in the office he holds demands it.   
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NEED HELP? An “AA” group 
meets Tuesdays at 7:00pm at 
Manchester United Methodist 

Church, 501 Ann Arbor St. 
(next to Klager School) 

0 
St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTION  

Sunday, April 17, 2022 

Sunday Env (43)  .............. $ 4,645.00 
Welcome, Loose, Kids  ...........  397.00 
E-Giving (2) ............................  98.23 
Easter (42)  .........................  2,330.00 
Easter decorations (1)  ............  20.00 

Combined toward budget:  ... $ 7,490.23 
Budget goal:  ......................  5,300.00 
Amt ABOVE goal:  ..........  + 2,190.23 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Bldg & Maint (1)  .................  $ 50.00 
Holy Thurs (Poor Box)  .........  350.00 
Good Fri (Holy Land)  ..........  300.00 
Poor Box  ..................................   4.00 

Votive candles  .......................  20.00 

 

Think you might be pregnant? 
Need Help?  

Alternatives to Abortion 
Call (800) 712-HELP (4357)  

Need Help? PROJECT RACHEL  
(post-abortion reconciliation  

and healing) Call the confidential 
phone line: 517-993-0291, or email 

nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic 
spiritual support group for those struggling 

with same sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a 
separate support group for families & friends. 

For info in the Diocese of Lansing, call 517-342-
2596 or email caverart@comcast.net 

This week: Tuesday, May 8 –  
A St. Mary Pro-Life Speaker Event! 

Our first parish “Pro-Life Speaker Event” will be held this coming Tues.,  
May 3 at 7pm at the Parish Center. Jeff Sangster, parishioner and author of 
Common Sense: Changing the Conversation of Life, will talk about the truth, 
lies, and deceptions of the abortion issue and the conversation that surrounds 
it. Diapers and donations will be accepted in support  of Family Life Services 
pregnancy center. Refreshments will be served. Please invite family and 

friends, regardless of religious affiliation. Contact stmaryprolife@gmail.com 
for more information or to reserve a seat.  

Thanks, good people of St. Mary 
To all of you who donated the needed food items for the Easter Food Bags and to Manchester 

Market for the bags: THANK YOU!!  The clients of Manchester Family Services who received 
the food bags, were very appreciative.  

Catholic Youth presenting Shakespeare! 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Shakespeare’s most delightful comedy of erring love, healed by 

great spiritual power, will be presented by the St. Edmund Campion Players of St. Augustine’s 
HEP (i.e. “homeschool enrichment program”), now in their 13th year of presenting the Bard. 
Dance, music, gymnastics and comedy combine into a farcical but ultimately stately celebration 
of Christian love based on the New Law announced by the Feast of St. John the Baptist – Fri. & 
Sat, May 6-7, at 7pm and Sun. May 8 at 3pm – all at Whitmore Lake High School. Tickets $7 

per person, $30 per family, available at the door or contact: campionplayers@gmail.com.    

Our Lady of Fatima Statue is visiting Holy Spirit Parish May 2-3 
Holy Spirit Church in Brighton is blessed to be hosting the International Pilgrim 

Virgin Statue of Fatima on May 2-3. The visit will include time for personal 
veneration of the statue and special Masses Monday evening and Tuesday morning 
with an all-night Eucharistic Adoration vigil between. Please consider spending an 

hour with Jesus that night! For a complete schedule, visit www.HSRCC.net. Contact 

Mary Anne Bastian with questions: mabastian@holyspiritrcs.org 

From Bishop Boyea about Petitions Circulating  
“Recently, Planned Parenthood, the ACLU and other organizations have begun seeking 

signatures for a petition to put a much more serious matter on our state ballot this fall. They seek 
to enshrine within our State Constitution a right to an abortion for the totality of the term of 
pregnancy. Please do not sign this petition. This is a radical proposal. They do not like the fact 
that, should the U.S. Supreme Court strike down Roe v. Wade, each state in the United States 
would then be governed by whatever laws are on their books regarding abortion. Here in 
Michigan that law bans abortion. 

“So, to sign such a petition is actively to cooperate in the promotion of this great evil of 
abortion, something Pope Francis has labeled as murder. Sisters and brothers, please do not sign 
any petitions that would legalize abortion. To do so is to place oneself in danger of grave or 
mortal sin because of this active and direct cooperation with evil. 

“In addition, please pray for those who seek abortion as the answer to their situation in life. 
Also, let us all provide for healthy and safe alternatives to assist those who currently see no way 
out. Let us always opt for life and help others to be able to do the same.”    — Bishop Earl Boyea 

A Prayer of Thanksgiving  
On the 30th anniversary of Fr. Bosco’s ordination to the Holy Priesthood of Jesus Christ 

O Most Holy Trinity, we thank you this day and always for the multitude of good, 
holy, humble, devout, faithful, prayerful, and wonderful priests! Thank you especially 
for our dear pastor, Fr. Bosco, and for the blessings he brings to our parish. Amen. 

1)  INT: For Divine comfort 
and improved health for 
Kujda and Giessuebel                   
(Gerald & Mary Shaw)  

2)  INT: Fr. Bosco's 30th 
Anniversary of Ordination                       
(Amazing Greys)  

The SANCTUARY LAMPS 

are burning this week for 

the following intentions: 

 

• Emma 

• Paula Saft 

• David Roncoli 

• Delores Oakley 

• Julia Nashif 

• Austin Sangster 

• Andrea 
Mendoza 

• Baby Teddy & 
his family 

• Tim Bargy 

• Infant Lyrik 
Hess & his 
family 

• Cindy Marie 
Remski 

• Lee Ann Vitale 

• Sally Gavin 

• Denny Steele 
and his wife 
Cindy 

• For the people 
of Ukraine 

Please Pray for… 

…and for the repose of the soul of 

 Mariam Ouedraogo   

and for her grieving loved ones. 

Exposition & Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament 
Following morning Mass until Benediction at 10:00pm 

Also: First Saturday Mass May 7 at 8:30 am 

FIRST FRIDAY ❖  MAY 6 

COME SPEND TIME  

WITH JESUS! 


