
 

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD ⧫ MAY 29, 2022 

O n that first Ascension Day, we read in the Acts of the Apostles (Acts1:1-11), the disciples 
stood there just staring into heaven. Jesus was gone. Now what were they going to do? Just 

forty-some days earlier they had experienced this before on Good Friday. Jesus was taken away 
from them by his death, and they were all left thinking to themselves, “This can’t be how it 
ends.” And thank God, it wasn’t.  

Easter morning arrived, and Jesus rose 
from the dead. And he appeared to his 
disciples over the course of the next 40 days, 
teaching them and opening their hearts to 
understand the Scriptures and the implications 
of what he had done for them.  

And now, as Jesus led his disciples onto 
the Mount of Olives, most probably they 
were thinking that he now was going to 
restore the kingdom of Israel in all its 
splendor and glory. They asked, “Lord, are 
you at this time going to restore the kingdom 
of Israel?”  

Notice how Jesus responds, 
basically saying, “Don’t 
worry about it! It’s not 
your business. You 
don’t need to be 
concerned 
about what 
the Father 
has 
determined 
by his own 
authority.” 
And then Jesus 
redirects his 
disciples to what 
they do need to be 

concerned about. Jesus redirects them to the 
job that he is about to give them to do: “BUT 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes upon you,” a clear reference to 
Pentecost, “and you will be my witnesses, 
first here in Jerusalem, then in the broader 
region of Judea and Samaria, and finally to 
the very ends of the earth.”  

Then before the disciples have much of a 
chance to object or ask follow-up questions, 
we’re told in verse 9: “And when he had said 
these things, as they were looking on, he was 
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 

sight.” Just like that, Jesus was 
gone.  

But Jesus didn’t 
leave them that 

way for too long. 
We are told in 

verses 10 & 
11: “And 
while they 
were gazing 
into heaven as 

he went, 
behold, two 

men stood by 
them in white robes, 
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 SAT. MAY 28 Easter Weekday  

 10am Filipino community May Crowning 
Mass & Procession  

3:30-4:30pm Confession  
 5:00pm Vigil MASS for The Ascension 

of the Lord:  For the People 

SUN. MAY 29      The Ascension of the Lord  

8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession 
 8:30am MASS:  Duane Beuerle   

 10:30am MASS:  Bethany Burch                
 

MON. MAY 30 Easter Weekday  

 8:30am MASS :   Mary Alice 
Krzyzaniak  

TUES. MAY 31 Feast: The Visitation of 
 the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 8:30am MASS:   Marianne Kroes  
 

WED. JUNE 1 Memorial: St. Justin, Martyr  

 8:30am MASS: INT. Carrie & Clinton 
Van Houten & Family                  

7:00pm Parish Council Meeting / FFH 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal / choir loft  

THUR. JUNE 2 Easter Weekday 
 (opt. mem. Ss. Marcellinus and Peter, Martyrs )  

 8:30am MASS:   Mary Alice 
Krzyzaniak  

FRI. JUNE 3 Memorial: St. Charles Lwanga and 
 Companions, Martyrs    

 8:30am First Friday MASS:   Jerry 
Damian 

Exposition & Adoration, beginning after morning Mass, then 
continuing all day & evening, closing with Benediction at 10:00pm 

8:00-9:00pm Confessions 

SAT. JUNE 4 Easter Weekday  

 8:30am First Saturday MASS:  
  Marianne Kroes                         

3:30-4:30pm Confession  
 5:00pm Vigil MASS for Pentecost 

Sunday:  Ann Marie Christensen 
Rugh and  John Rugh              

 

SUN. JUNE 5      Pentecost Sunday  

8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession 
 8:30am MASS: For the People
 10:30am MASS:  Joseph & + Helen 

Germek  ◼ 

St. Mary’s Parish Weekly Calendar ❖ May 28-June 5 

Acts 18:23-28 
Jn 16:23b-28  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acts 1:1-11 
Eph 1:17-23  
   (or Heb 9:24-28; 10:19-23) 
Lk 24:46-53  
 
 

Acts 19:1-8 
Jn 16:29-33  
 
 
 

Zep 3:14-18a  
  (or Rom 12:9-16) Lk 1:39-56  
 
 

Acts 22:30; 23:6-11 
Jn 17:20-26  
 
 
 
Acts 25:13b-21 
Jn 21:15-19  
 
 
 
 
 

Acts 28:16-20, 30-31 
Jn 21:20-25  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acts 2:1-11 
1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13  
   (or Rom 8:8-17) 
Jn 20:19-23  

Birthday Blessings 

May 29 
James Landini 

May 30 
Benjamin Dahl 

May 31 
Hannah Woods 

June 1 
Joyce Christensen 

 

Altar Flowers 

Pray the Rosary 
20 minutes before 

each of the 
weekend Masses. 

Bryce & Mae Feiler 
(1st wedding anniversary)  

[ Lori & Eric Feiler ] 

 and said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? 
This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.’”  In a word, the message 
of these angels was this:  

This is not how it ends. Jesus’ ascension  
guarantees that he will return. 

Jesus talked about going away and then he went away, 
promising to return. He said that if he didn’t go away, the 
Comforter, the Holy Spirit, would not come. When Jesus told the 
Eleven, his Apostles, at the end of St. Matthew’s Gospel, “I am with 
you always, even to the end of the age,” he wasn’t just leaving them 
with some sentimental sounding words. Nor was Jesus saying that he 
would only be with them in Spirit. What did Jesus tell the Eleven to 
do when he had gathered them on the mountaintop, before his 
ascension? He told them to disciple by baptizing and teaching.  

Baptism is the Sacrament and teaching is the delivery of the 
spoken Word. But how could Jesus be with the Eleven, as he said, 
until the end of the age? The Eleven, the Apostles, would soon all 
die. And then what would happen to the Word and Sacrament 
ministry that Jesus had given them to do. That had to go on until the 
end of the age, until Jesus returns on the Last Day?  

The risen and ascended Lord of the Church is with us. That’s 
why the Eucharistic celebration is not really about us serving the 
divine God. More importantly, it’s that the divine incarnate Son of 
God is here and has gathered us around Him – not to be served but   
to serve us. You don’t come here to do something for God; you come 
here for God to do something for you.  

What Jesus promised to His Apostles is still true. He will be 
with us, and we can still see him, even to the end of the age – in the 
Body and Blood of this Holy altar, in waters of the sacrament of 
Baptism, in the words of the Holy Scriptures – Jesus is still talking   
to us until the end of the age, until he returns.  

Yes, the ascended Jesus still rules over his Church on earth 
through his holy Gospel, assuring you that he loves you, has suffered 
for you, and lives to intercede for you. Just as he did to his disciples 
in the upper room, he will be both our host and our meal as he 
prepares to give us his precious Body and Blood, given and shed for 
the forgiveness of sins.  

We see him with our eyes and ears; we taste and smell him 
under the masks of bread and wine. The risen and ascended Lord  
is not simply here in Spirit: he comes to us, offering for our 
wholeness and healing his own Body and Blood.  

After Jesus ascended to the Father, he sent the Holy Spirit to 
his Church. Why? It was not only to create and enliven faith in our 
hearts. It was also to fashion the eyes and ears of faith that can behold 
the presence of Jesus who is still with us and who communes with 
and feeds his people.  

Dear brothers and sisters, Jesus’ ascension has simply changed 
how he reveals himself to us. Jesus is still here with us, revealing 
himself in his words and in his deeds, not simply the words and deeds 
of back then, but in the words and deeds that he brings to us, today.  

Yes, even today, Jesus still speaks his words of forgiveness and 
peace to us. Today, Jesus still washes us clean of sin in the 
regenerating waters of baptism and in his feast of his precious Body 
and Blood.     

Not Simply Here In Spirit 

C ongratulations to and prayers of love and 
gratitude for Dcn. Dennis and Susan Walters 

on the 15th anniversary of Dcn. Dennis’ ordination. 
May our dear Lord bless you both for your service   
to Him and care for our parish family. Oremus… 

Memorial Day 



  

 
ST. MARY’S SUPPORT  

DSA 

NEED HELP? An “AA” group 
meets Tuesdays at 7:00pm at 
Manchester United Methodist 

Church, 501 Ann Arbor St. 
(next to Klager School) 

0 
St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTION  

Sunday, May 15, 2022 

Sunday Env (50)  .............. $ 3,427.00 
Welcome, Loose .....................  277.00 
E-Giving (9) ..........................  549.50 

Combined toward budget:  ... $ 4,253.50 
Budget goal:  ......................  5,300.00 
Amt BELOW goal:  ..........  – 1,046.50 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Bldg & Maint (3)  .................  $ 85.00 
Poor Box  ..............................   220.00 

Votive candles  ........................ 34.00 

 

Think you might be pregnant? 
Need Help?  

Alternatives to Abortion 
Call (800) 712-HELP (4357)  

Need Help? PROJECT RACHEL  
(post-abortion reconciliation  

and healing) Call the confidential 
phone line: 517-993-0291, or email 

nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic 
spiritual support group for those struggling 

with same sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a 
separate support group for families & friends. 

For info in the Diocese of Lansing, call 517-342-
2596 or email caverart@comcast.net 

DSA Goal Exceeded! 
Thank you to everyone who has made a gift or pledge to DSA. This week we surpassed our goal 
of $27,837.00. Now that we have reached our goal, one-half of all additional contributions 
received will be returned to our parish for our use. If you have not yet made a pledge, please 
consider supporting our appeal with a gift that will benefit the work of Christ in our parish and 

through the wider Church. You may give online at www.dioceseoflansing.org/appeal or return 
your DSA pledge envelope to the parish office. Thanks again to all who so generously gave. 

New Small Groups Study for Young Women: Endow 
Are you a woman in your 20s or 30s and seeking a community to discuss the Catholic faith,    
our vocations as women, Church teachings, and more? Come join our new small groups study 
for young women, Endow! We will meet every 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month in Fr. Fisher 
Hall (pending availability) from 7:00 to 8:30pm to have conversations about faith and life, 
guided by the Endow study program. No book purchase required. First meeting will be held on 

Tues., June 14. If you have any questions, please email Katie Gouwens at katierem@gmail.com. 

Spring Bargain Hunting and Gardening 
Our neighbors at Manchester United Methodist Church, 501 Ann Arbor Street (next to Klager 
School), are holding a combined Spring Rummage Sale and Plant/Garden Sale. on Friday and 
Saturday, June 3 and 4. Hours will be Fri. from 8am-6pm and Sat. from 9am-3pm. All items 
will be sold by donation! The Plant/Garden Sale will be “until sold out.”  

Novena for Ordinandi 
Please consider praying a novena (9 days of prayer) for two young men, Dcn. Tyler Arens and 
Dcn. Peter Ludwig as they prepare to be ordained to the Holy Priesthood of Jesus Christ on 
June 11. Pray also for Corey Bilodeau and Seamus Kettner as they prepare to be ordained 
to the transitional diaconate, also on June 11. 

Beginning Thursday, June 2 and concluding on Friday, June 10,  

let us all pray an Our Father, Hail Mary, and Glory Be each day for the following intentions: 

 Day 1: In thanksgiving for our Baptism and sharing in the mission of Christ. 

 Day 2: For the grace to discern how God is calling us to know, love, and serve Him. 

 Day 3: For the grace to accept our calling generously. 

 Day 4: For those currently living a generous single life for the Lord. 

 Day 5: For the protection of our vocations from every diabolical attack. 

 Day 6: For the gift of holy marriages and families, the well-spring of vocations. 

 Day 7: For an abundance of ordained clergy to bring us the Sacraments. 

 Day 8: For the gift of religious sisters and brothers to serve the Church. 

 Day 9: For all in consecrated life (including third orders) who pray for us. 

Let us pray: Hear us, we beseech you, Lord our God, and pour out on these your servants the 
blessing of the Holy Spirit, that these men, who are to be consecrated to your service, may be 
surrounded by your rich and unfailing grace. Through Christ our Lord. Amen!                ◼ 

1)  +Ted Kuyda  
           (Gerald & Mary Shaw)   

2)  Prayerful Wishes of       
Judy Walz    

           (A.F. Riend)  

The SANCTUARY LAMPS 

are burning this week for 

the following intentions: 

 

• Virginia 
VanSickle 

• Rosemary 
Desbrough 
Stephanie 
Rippe, niece of 
Betty Cummings 

• Anna Brogley 
(mother of 
Martin Brogley) 

• Alba Pinzani  

• Donna Hnizdor  

• Emma 

• Delores Oakley 

• Andrea 
Mendoza 

• Cindy Marie 
Remski 

• Jerry Kripas 

• Loretta 
Widmayer 

• Paul Whelan 
(imprisoned in 
Russia) 

• Mike Gibbons 

Please Pray for… 

…and for the repose of the soul of 

 Paula Saft  

and for her grieving loved ones. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus,  
Your kingdom come.  

First Friday 
Exposition & 

Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament 

This Friday, June 3, 
following morning Mass 

until Benediction  
at 10pm 

Confession time available Friday, 8-9pm 
First Saturday Mass June 4 at 8:30am 


