
Call and Response  
— by Deacon Dennis Walters — 

W e hear a lot about vocations these days: to 

marriage, to the priesthood, to some other 

form of service to mankind. We say that the Lord 

has a plan for our lives. Most of the time, we 

advise young people to take the initiative in 

discerning the call, to seek out how the Lord wants 

them to direct their lives, since usually the sense of 

vocation is not clear-cut. Most of those seeking 

direction wish that it 

were somehow made 

obvious, so that they 

would know how to 

respond. 

In our readings this 

weekend, however, we 

see several examples of 

calls that were indeed 

made obvious, and the 

kinds of waffling 

response that the caller 

finds unacceptable. 

In our reading from 

First Kings, Elisha is leading a team of field hands 

plowing in the back forty, getting ready to sow 

their crop when the prophet Elijah simply walks up 

to him and throws a mantle over Elisha’s 

shoulders. Elisha apparently knows who Elijah is 

and what that gesture means: he is to join Elijah’s 

ministry. But since he is out in the field, Elisha 

makes what we would consider a reasonable 

request; namely, to say goodbye to his parents. 

Elijah, though, doesn’t see the request as 

reasonable. He gruffly tells Elisha to go back to his 

plowing and forget what happened.  Elisha gets the 

message — he needs to come now, not later. The 

appointment won’t wait. 

In the Gospel reading, Luke provides three 

examples of persons who must decide how to 

respond to a similar call. 

The first is from a 

volunteer. 

Normally, a rabbi 

would invite a 

prospective 

disciple to follow 

him; volunteers 

would need to be 

informed as to 

what discipleship 

entailed before 

being admitted. In 

this case, the 

eager beaver who 

offers to follow Jesus wherever He goes needs to 

be given a dose of reality: “Foxes have dens and 

the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man 

has nowhere to lay His head.” In other words, 

being a disciple of Jesus won’t be comfortable and 

in fact might involve not knowing where the next 

meal is to come from. Since the story doesn’t give 

us the outcome, the implication is that this 

volunteer doesn’t have what discipleship with 

Jesus will take. 
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The next two examples are variations on a theme. 

In the first case, Jesus issues the invitation to a young 

man to follow Him, but the man asks permission first to 

go and bury his father. Not that his father has died; in 

fact, the old man may still have years of life left in him. 

The prospective disciple agrees to follow Jesus, but only 

when his filial duty to his family is taken care of. Jesus 

would say on another occasion, “He who loves father or 

mother more than Me is not worthy of Me” (Mt 10:37), 

but here He just denies permission in blunt language that 

sounds almost insulting: “Let the dead bury their dead. 

But you, go and proclaim the kingdom of 

God!”  Apparently, there is no time to waste. 

The other case is the same as Elisha’s. The one invited 

hears Jesus’ call but has a “but first” excuse: “I will 

follow you, Lord, but first let me say farewell to my 

family and home.” Given the customs of the time, saying 

farewell to his family would have entailed goodbyes to 

many members of an extended family, plus farewell 

parties and other occasions for delaying a response. 

Extended farewells could have the effect of causing the 

prospective disciple to reconsider whether to accept the 

invitation after all. Hence, Jesus’ reply: “No one who sets 

a hand to the plow and looks to what was left behind is fit 

for the kingdom of God.” 

The moral is this. When you are unclear as to what God 

wants you to do with your life, it is appropriate to take all 

the time necessary to figure things out. But when the call 

is clear, there is danger in delaying a response. When you 

know what Jesus is calling you to do, now is the time to 

act on it. Later is too late .  

DCN. DENNIS’ ARTICLE FROM PAGE 1, continued:  St. Mary’s Parish Weekly Calendar  June 25-July 3, 2022 
Mass Intention [requested by], & parish activities  

SAT. JUNE 25 Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary    

3:30-4:30pm Confessions 

 5:00pm VIGIL MASS:  For the people  

SUN. JUNE 26  The Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time   

Confessions: 8-8:15am and 10-10:15am  

 8:30am MASS:  Joseph Feiler [Eric & Lori 

Feiler] 

 10:30am MASS: John Rugh & Anne Marie 

Christensen [St. Mary’s Altar Society] 

MON. JUNE 27  Weekday [St. Cyril of Alexandria, Bishop and 

 Doctor]   

 NO MASS TODAY IN MANCHESTER 

TUES. JUNE 28  St. Irenaeus, Bishop and Martyr (Memorial)   

 NO MASS TODAY IN MANCHESTER 

7:00pm ENDOW Young Small Group—FFH 

WED. JUNE 29 Sts. Peter and Paul, Apostles (Solemnity)     

 8:30am MASS:  Duane Beuerle  

  [Janet Stinson &Gail D. Geerling] 

THUR. JUNE 30 Weekday [First Martyrs of the Holy Roman 

 Church]  

 8:30am MASS: John Rugh  

 [Bill & Janet Shurtliff]  

FRI. JULY 1 Weekday [St. Junípero Serra, Priest]  

 8:30am MASS:  Marianne Kroes [Jim & 

Sharon Edmonson]  

SAT. JULY 2 Weekday (BVM)  

 8:30am First Saturday MASS:  Joyce Stein 

[Shirley Krzyzaniak]  

3:30-4:30pm Confessions 

 5:00pm VIGIL MASS:  For the people  

SUN. JULY 3 The Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time   

Confessions: 8-8:15am and 10-10:15am  

 8:30am MASS:  Dick Krzyzaniak [His loving 

wife, Shirley Krzyzaniak] 

 10:30am MASS: Anne Marie Christensen-

Rugh & John Rugh [Shirley Krzyzaniak] 

Lam 2:2, 10-14, 

18-19 (376)/Lk 

2:41-51  
 

1 Kgs 19:16b, 19-

21/Gal 5:1, 13-18/

Lk 9:51-62   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Am 2:6-10, 13-

16/Mt 8:18-22  

 
 
Am 3:1-8; 4:11-
12/Mt 8:23-27    
 

 
 

Acts 12:1-11/2 Tm 

4:6-8, 17-18/Mt 

16:13-19 0 

 

 

 
Am 7:10-17/Mt 

9:1-8     

 

 

Am 8:4-6, 9-12/
Mt 9:9-13  

 

 

Am 9:11-15/Mt 

9:14-17   

 

 

 
 

 

Is 66:10-14c/Gal 

6:14-18/Lk 10:1-

12,17-20 or 10:1-9    

Altar Flowers 
June 26, 2022 

Gerald Damian 

5 year anniversary of 

death  

[His loving wife Claudia 

Damian] 

Save the Dates 
Ice Cream Social 

July 28th 

Rummage Sale 

Aug 11-13 

 

Adoration was an integral part of the Corpus Christi procession. Participants were 

able to adore Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. Thank you to Tina Doyle and her family 

for their work on this event. 

Please note that there WILL NOT be adoration on Friday July 1st due to the holiday. 
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No Monday Masses in Manchester in the Summertime 

As you consider your summer schedule, keep in mind that we will NOT have Masses on 

Mondays here at St. Mary Manchester, until after Labor Day.  

Meals for the Shurtliff Family 

Bill and Janet Shurtliff were in a car accident with their daughter Zoe on 

Saturday, June 4th. They will be on the mend for quite some time and could use 

support from the parish family. If you could help by preparing a meal, sign-up 

for a date that works for you on the website: https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/

o06qz1 Alternatively, scan the bar code at left or contact Jennifer Nashif at 428-

1836 or jennifer.nashif@yahoo.com. 

Ice Cream Social Meeting for All Workers 
A meeting will be held for all interested in working on the Ice Cream Social. We will meet 

after the 8:30am Mass Sunday, June 26th in the Fr. Fisher Hall. We are also looking for a team 

captain to help run the Country Store for the ICS. Questions call Beth Ball 734-564-9372 or Tim 

Mulcahy 734-395-4143. 

ENDOW Meeting Tuesday 

If you’re a woman in your 20s or 30s and looking for a new small group, come join us in 

Endow this Tuesday, June 28th from 7-8:30pm in the Fr. Fisher Hall! No prep work, homework, 

just come and join in the fellowship and conversation about faith and life as a young woman.  

Seeking Youth Ministry Director 
St. Andrew the Apostle Catholic Church, Saline, Michigan, is seeking a full-time Director of 

Youth and Young Adult Ministry to work in our parish office. The basic duties for this position 

include: develop and lead our High School (LifeTeen) program, assist our K-8 Director with 

Middle School (Edge) activities develop and lead our Young Adult ministry program. We are 

looking for someone with 3-5 years’ experience working with teens and young adults in a parish 

setting. We are seeking someone who is faithful, creative, engaging, energetic, and who is able to 

make the things of God attractive to our youth. Must have a bachelor’s degree in theology or 

have equivalent experience and/or certification. Must be proficient with Microsoft Office tools 

and working with other software platforms. Must be a practicing Catholic who is active in his/her 

parish. A complete job description is available upon request. Send requests, questions and 

resumés to deacondoug@standrewsaline.org  

Building and Grounds Maintenance Position 
St. Joseph Catholic Parish, Dexter is seeking a full time building and grounds maintenance 

person to begin July 1, 2022; salary and benefits commensurate with experience. Please send 

resume to Fr. Brendan Walsh at St. Joseph Catholic Parish, 3430 Dover St. Dexter, MI 48130 or 

brendan_walsh@stjos.com.  

Upcoming Retreats 
St. Francis Retreat Center in DeWitt MI invites you to consider an upcoming retreat: 

 Silent Ignatian Retreats: July 8th-10th and July 8th-16th 

 Fiercely Loved - A Retreat for High School Girls: August 8th-9th 

 Summer Scripture Days - The Life and Letters of St. Paul: August 23rd-25th 

More information and registration can be found at www.stfrancis.ws, or call 517-669-8321.  

Part-Time Choir Director Opening 
Old St. Patrick is looking for a part-time choir director to work with our well established choir. 

Experience directing choirs, ability to cantor, knowledge, and love of the Roman Catholic 

tradition of sacred music and Gregorian chant required. Familiarity with Church documents on 

music and with the Traditional Latin Mass highly recommended. Salary negotiable. If interested, 

please send cover letter and resume to Fr. Tom at twasilewski@stpatricka2.org or 5671 

Whitmore Lake Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48105  

NEED HELP? “AA” group 

meets Tuesdays at 7:00pm at 

Manchester United Methodist 

Church, 501 Ann Arbor St. 

NEED HELP?  
ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: 

Call (734) 994-8863 or the 24-hour 
Hotline 800-712-HELP  

Or visit arborwoman.com/abortion/  

Need Help? PROJECT RACHEL  
(post-abortion reconciliation  

and healing) Call the confidential 
phone line: 517-993-0291, or email 

nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic 
(endorsed by Diocese) spiritual support group 
for those struggling with same sex attraction. 
“ENCOURAGE” is a separate support group 
for families & friends. Call 810-231-9199 ext. 
202 or email frjohnrocus@holyspiritrcs.org  

0 
St. Mary Roman 

Catholic Church 

Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTION:  

Sunday, June 12, 2022 

Sunday Env (53) ............... $ 3,432.00 

Welcome & Loose ............... $ 149.00 

E-Giving General  .............. $ 349.20 
Ascension  ............................ $ 50.00 

Combined toward budget:  $ 3,995.20 
Budget goal:  .................... $5,300.00 

Amt UNDER goal:  .........  $ 1,304.80 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 

Buildings & Maintenance  .... $ 645.00 
Poor Box  ............................ $ 14.00 

Votive Candles ................ $ 39.00  

 Bobbie 
Muldoon 

 Scott Sangster 

 Brandon and 
Jacinda Baxter 

 Virginia 
VanSickle 

 Rosemary 
Desbrough 

 Stephanie 
Rippe, (niece of 
Betty Cummings) 

 Anna Brogley 
(mother of Martin 
Brogley) 

 Colonel Gray 

Dettling 

 Preston and 

Spencer (2 young 
brothers with 
difficult life crises) 

 Alba Pinzani 

 Donna Hnizdor 

 Delores Oakley 

 Andrea 
Mendoza 

 Cindy Marie 
Remski 

 Jerry Kripas 

 Janet, Bill & 
Zoey Shurtliff 

 Jean Anne 
Duffy 

 Luke Chisnell 

P A R I S H  &  A R E A  Please Pray for… 

June 25… David Bauer 

June 26 ..   Helen Krall 

June 28 ..  John Ball 

… ........... Timothy Gouwens 

… ........... Ann Marie Klepi 

June 30… Deanna McClain 

 ............... Josephine Rickert 

July 1… .. Whitney O’Hotzke 

July 2… .. Eileen Doyle 

July 3… .. Peter Remski 
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1) For the repose of the soul 
of  Anna Brogley  

  (KofC #4354)  
2) Prayerful wishes of Alice 

Kidd  (A.F. Reind)  

The SANCTUARY LAMPS 

are burning this week for 

the following intentions: 
PLEASE PRAY THIS WEEK… 

. 

Email stmarymanchester2@gmail.com to add 
or remove a name from this prayer list 

mailto:twasilewski@stpatricka2.org

