
When the days drew near for Him to be taken up, He 
set His face to go to Jerusalem.” (Lk 9:51). The journey to 
Jerusalem continues. “Now as they went on their way, 
Jesus entered a village. And a woman named Martha 
welcomed Him into her 
house. And she had a sister 
named Mary who sat at the 
Lord’s feet and listened to 
His teaching.” This is the 
only conversation between 
Martha and Jesus that Luke 
recounts. “Martha was 
d is t racted wi th much 
serving. And she went up to 
Jesus and said, ‘Lord do 
You NOT CARE that my 
sister has left me to serve 
alone? Tell her to help me.” 
Jesus’ gentle response to 
Martha is the key point-
“Martha, Martha, you are 
anxious and troubled about 
many things, but one thing is necessary.”


There have been times when I made a choice and I 
knew deep within that it was the only choice to be made. It 
was absolutely the right choice. If I could do it all again, I 
would make the same choice and do so with thanksgiving 
and gratitude. There have also been times when I made 
what I thought was the right choice but can now see there 
was a better choice to have been made. I would do things 
differently if I had the chance to choose again. I suspect 
most of us could say the same thing. Too often we equate 
the choice we make, and its subsequent approval or 
rejection, with our goodness, our worthiness, our 
acceptableness, our faithfulness, our lovableness. That’s 
what most of history has done with Mary and Martha. Mary 
made the better choice, Jesus says, and we quickly 
conclude that we should be like Mary, not Martha. Mary is 
equated with the contemplative life and Martha with the 
active life and much of Christian history has seen the 
contemplative life as the more perfect life. 


That’s one reading of this text but is it the only reading, 
the definitive reading? Is Mary necessarily better, more holy, 

more loved, more acceptable to Jesus? Martha, the 
gracious hostess who has opened her home to Jesus and 
has been serving Him and His disciples, has now turned 
“anxious and troubled” by many things. She has the huge 

task of cooking for a large 
group of people and wishes to 
make it very special for such 
an important guest and His 
disciples. Of course she is 
anxious and troubled about 
many things.

If Jesus is saying that Mary, to 
the exclusion of Martha, is the 
way we are to be, then if the 
next time your wife asks you 
to run some errands or help 
with the house cleaning you 
will just tell her, “No babe, you 
go ahead. I ’m going to 
choose the better part and sit 
here with Jesus and read the 
Bible.” I don’t think that is 

what Jesus is saying. Jesus is making an observation, not a 
judgment. I don’t think this text is really even about Mary 
and Martha but about us and the choices we make. If Jesus 
wanted us to do that, why didn’t He tell us clearly what that 
“one thing” is? He could have at least given us the five easy 
steps to choosing the better part, but He didn’t. 


‘Necessities’ are those things that we cannot live 
without. What isn’t a ‘necessity’ isn’t ‘needful.’ We can live 
without it. We’d all probably be very surprised and ashamed 
if we took an inventory of those things that are actually 
‘necessary’ and those things that are not but that we treat 
as though they were ‘necessary.’ Keeping ‘necessities’ and 
‘non-necessities’ in their proper place seems like it should 
be pretty obvious and easy to do. But it gets very 
confusing. And without realizing it, we consider that which 
is ‘not-necessary’ to be ‘absolutely necessary,’ and that 
which is ‘absolutely necessary’ to be entirely optional.


Jesus is saying that choices matter. We are always 
making choices. I wonder how many choices we make 
each day? Sometimes we choose unconsciously, 
sometimes quickly and easily, other times 
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with great deliberation and struggle. Some choices are 
insignificant. They are forgotten the next day. Other 
choices have great meaning and significance and the 
consequences are long lasting. Our choices can shape 
who we are. They can establish in us patterns and habits 
of how we see and act, the words we speak, and the 
ways we relate to each other. Our choices make a 
difference. 


In this particular context Mary made the better choice 
but it was a choice for that time, that place, and those 
circumstances. It is Jesus’ last time to see them, as I said 
in the beginning, from Luke 9:51 Jesus is on His last 
journey to Jerusalem which will lead to His arrest, trial and 
crucifixion. He knows those things but Martha, Mary or 
His disciples do not know it. Change the setting and 
Martha’s choice might have been the better part, that is, 
not to be anxious to prepare a big menu for dinner. But 
instead spend time with their Master and listen to Him 
speak as there will be no more opportunities to listen to 
their beloved teacher. 


We can see that in Jesus’ own life that sometimes He 
went off by Himself to be alone and silent, to pray, to sit 
and listen, to be present to His Father. At those times he 
was like Mary. Other times Jesus was active, on the 
move, in the midst of people, and busy teaching, healing, 
feeding 5000. On those days, He was more like Martha.


Dear brothers and sisters, this Gospel passage of 
Mary and Martha there is a common theme: “presence”. 
Mary and Martha represent two ways of being present. 
Both ways are necessary, faithful, and holy. There is not 
simply one choice that is to be made for ever and always. 
We are always to be discerning the one thing needed in 
this time, this place, these circumstances. What is the 
better part given our particular situation? How can we be 
present, show up, to the divine presence that is already 
and always before us? That’s the question. Some days 
Mary will be our guide and other days Martha will be our 
guide. Either way we must choose. May we be as wise as 
Mary and so order our lives rightly, knowing the 
‘necessity’ of sitting at Jesus’ feet and receiving from Him 
“the good portion” so that we may be as gracious as 
Martha and serve others with a ‘true heart’ and a ‘right 
spirit.’❖

SAT., JULY 16 Weekday/Our Lady of Mt. Carmel; BVM

Mi 2:1-5/Mt 12:14-21 
3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰John Rugh and ♰Ann 
Marie Christensen-Rugh 

[John & Beth Ball] 
SUN., JULY 17 The Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Gn 18:1-10a/Col 1:24-28/Lk 
10:38-42   

Confessions 8:00-8:15am and 10:00-10:15am 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Natalie Daubner 

[Elizabeth Daubner] 
10:30 am Mass: For the People

MON., JULY 18 Weekday/St. Camillus de Lellis
Mi 6:1-4, 6-8/Mt 12:38-42 No Mass Today in Manchester

TUES., JULY 19 Weekday
Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Mt 12:46-50 
 8:30 am Mass: In loving memory of  ♰Frances Murphy  

[Kathy Cornell]

WED., JULY 20 Weekday/St. Apollinaris, Bishop and Martyr 
Jer 1:1, 4-10/Mt 13:1-9  8:30 am Mass: ♰Leon Ball, 1st Anniversary 

[John and Beth Ball]

THURS., JULY 21 Weekday/St. Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest and 
Doctor of the Church 

Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13/Mt 
13:10-17 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Duane Beuerle 
[Janet Stinson and Gail D. Geerling]

FRI., JULY 22 Saint Mary Magdalene 
Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17/Jn 
20:1-2, 11-18  

8:30 am Mass: ♰Natalie Walkowe 
[Her Mother]

SAT., JULY 23 Weekday/St. Bridget, Religious; BVM 
Jer 7:1-11/Mt 13:24-30 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 

5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Veronica Martin 
[Paul and Barbara Lengal] 

SUN., JULY 24 The Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Gn 18:20-32/Col 2:12-14/Lk 
11:1-13 

Confessions 8:00-8:15am and 10:00-10:15am 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Duane Beuerle 

[John and Beth Ball] 
10:30 am Mass: For the People 
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Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: 

Call (734)994-8863 or the 24-hour hotline 
800-712-HELP 

or visit arbor woman.com/abortion/

“AA” group meets Tuesdays at 
7:00 pm - United Methodist 
Church, 501 Ann Arbor St.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those 
struggling with same sex attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families and 
friends of ‘Courage’ clients. Call 
810-231-9199 ext. 202

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or 
email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Please Pray for: 
Bobbie Muldoon  
Scott Sangster  

Brandon and Jacinda Baxter  
Virginia VanSickle  

Rosemary Desbrough  
Stephanie Rippe, (niece of Betty 

Cummings)  
Colonel Gary Dettling  

Preston and Spencer (2 young 
brothers w/difficult life crises)  

Alba Pinzani  
Donna Hnizdor  

Delores Oakley  
Andrea Mendoza  

Cindy Marie Remski  
Janet Shurtliff  
Luke Chisnell  

Nancy Walkowe 
David Gaylord 
Danielle Lopez 

Mike and his family 
Joe Schim and his family 

Mickey 
Shaun Bonkowski  

Evangelization Fund. Thank you so much for your generosity. 


Altar Flowers  
July 17, 2022 

In loving memory of ♱Natalie Daubner  
[George and Elizabeth Daubner] 

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


Parish Family Birthdays 
July 16	 John Beuerle 
.............
	 William McNamara
.....................
July 17	 Donna Maloney
..........
July 19	 Sullivan Flaherty
..........
July 20	 Jacob Messman
..........
July 22	 Kari Ball
..........

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, July 3, 2022 

Sunday Envelopes(53)  $5,818.00 .....
Loose Cash & Checks $173.00 .......
Kids Envelopes $15.00 .................
E-Giving $404.58 ...........................

2 

Weekly toward budget $6,400.58 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. ABOVE goal $1,100.58 ............

2 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Building & Maintenance… $527.00 .
Peter’s Pence $440.00 .......................
Poor Box $52.00 ...........................
Votive Candles $42.00..................

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. In Memory of ♱Anna 
Brogley 

(Inge and Pete Roncoli) 
2. Prayerful wishes of       

Eileen Ball 
(A. F. Riend)
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Parish and Area  News
Countdown to Ice Cream Social  

Does a pulled BBQ sandwich, German potato salad, or Kielbasa and savory 
sauerkraut sound good to you? Those are just a few of the items on the menu for St. 
Mary’s Ice Cream Social scheduled for Thursday, July 28th, from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Enjoy a beautiful summer evening with neighbors and friends on the lawn at St. 
Mary’s Church. 

Ministry Scheduler Update 
Whitney and Sarah O’Hotzke are teaming up to take over the task of making the 
monthly ministry schedule. We are very grateful to Astrida Punches for her service in 
this position the past few years.  

Calling all Amazing Grays  
The Amazing Grays are getting together for food and fun at Lynn Waldecker’s house 
on July 18, 2022 at Noon. Please bring a comfy lounge chair, and a dish to pass. Let’s 
get together, to share our joy and laughter, and to take a boat ride on Lynn’s peaceful 
lake. Looking forward to seeing you there.  

Teaching Position Open 
St. Thomas the Apostle Classical Catholic School has a 2nd Grade Teacher opening.  
Potential candidates are invited to apply for the position by contacting Mr. Michael 
Sauter via email at msauter@sta2.org or calling 734-769-0911. St. Thomas is a 
growing, classical Catholic school providing a wonderful teaching environment, 
competitive compensation, and opportunities for personal and professional growth. 

The Festival at St. Joseph  
You’re invited to the annual summer Festival at St. Joe’s July 22nd-24th! Friday, 
July 22nd is Family Theatre Night performed by Encore Theatre Company from 
7-9pm with food and beverages available starting at 5:30pm. On Saturday, July 23rd 
from noon-10pm and Sunday, July 24th from noon-6pm we will have family fun 
entertainment, craft tent, bingo, games, inflatables and of course food! Saturday 
includes a Classic Car Show and Sunday features Chicken Dinner. All events and 
activities will take place at the Country Church, 6805 Mast Road, Dexter, 48130. For 
a full list of entertainment and events go to www.stjos.com or call the Parish Office at 
734-426-8483. Come let us entertain you! 

Date Night –– Reimagined!  
An evening for women who have lost their partners Friday, July 29th at St. Thomas 
the Apostle in Ann Arbor. Join others who share your experience of loss for an 
evening of fine dining in a warm atmosphere where your mourning has a seat at the 
table. The evening will begin with cocktails (and mocktails) and time to tell your 
authentic love story with its ups, downs, lessons, and legacy. Dinner and fellowship 
around the fire pit will end the evening. Bring nothing but yourself, your story, and a 
framed photo of your husband. Contact mkazanjian@sta2.org for an RSVP link.  

Upcoming Retreats  
St. Francis Retreat Center in DeWitt MI invites you to consider an upcoming retreat:  
• Fiercely Loved - A Retreat for High School Girls: August 8th-9th   
• Summer Scripture Days - The Life and Letters of St. Paul: August 23rd-25th  
More information and registration can be found at www.stfrancis.ws, or call 
517-669-8321.  

Come Home to the Catholic Church  
Those interested in learning how to come into the Catholic Church are invited to the 
inquiry session, to be held in the Fr. Fisher Hall on Wednesday, August 17th from 
7:00-8:00 pm. Some light refreshments will be served.  

Catholic School at St. Andrew, Saline  
We are going to start a school at St. Andrew, opening in September of 2023! The 
details will be worked out between now and then. This will be a Parish School. The 
children attending, at least at the outset, will be the young disciples of St. Andrew, St. 
Mary, and Immaculate Conception. The resources of prayer, time, money, and talent 
that we will all need to contribute in one way, or another, will go into the mission of 
the Church for years to come. A copy of Fr. John’s letter can be found in the entryway 
of the church. 

Amazing Greys 
Will gather at the home of Lynn 

Waldecker 12pm  
Monday, July 18th 

Bring a comfy lounge chair and a dish to 
pass.

Save the Dates  
Ice Cream Social 


July 28th 

Rummage Sale 

Aug 11th-13th 


