
When I worked for GM during the ‘90s, I helped train 
new design engineers who would be developing and 
marketing the SUVs and other crossover vehicles that have 
now become so popular. One of the pet words GM used in 
its marketing strategy for 
these vehicles was “stuff” 
─ an SUV is great for 
loading all your stuff, as 
much stuff as you need for 
your road trip. The word 
covered anything you could 
pack into such a vehicle, 
bu t i t a l so spoke to 
consumers who had money 
f o r l o t s a n d l o t s o f 
nonessential … stuff.


Our economic system 
is built on the need to keep 
people buying stuff. A 
hundred years ago, most 
p e o p l e d i d n o t “ g o 
shopping” unless they 
needed food or necessary 
items for the home or farm. Advertising, which was in its 
infancy then, has now become the art and science of 
creating a felt need, whether a real need exists or not.  


Today, shopping either online or in-store is a form of 
recreation. Many people from third world countries are 
astounded at the amount of stuff in our stores. And despite 
recent supply-chain problems, our stores are bigger and 
better stocked. We’ve graduated from mom & pop 
storefronts to markets to supermarkets to mega-malls 
selling everything you can imagine ─ and people flock to 
them. Online shopping has only made it easier to restock 
our home shelves with the newest stuff.


The word of God in today’s liturgy directly addresses 
this development. The pursuit of wealth for its own sake is 
vain. The Hebrew word for vanity means a breath or vapor, 
something insubstantial or empty. Qoheleth’s expression 
“vanity of vanities” is a Hebrew superlative; it means “the 
most vain” or “the utmost vanity,” an empty pursuit, indeed 
the emptiest pursuit one can engage in. It’s empty, both 
because it’s pointless, and because greed of any type is a 

form of idolatry. The urge to acquire stuff ─ be it financial 
security, a bigger home, the latest electronic toy, and what 
not ─ just so you can have it is idolatry, the worship of a 
false god. To the biblical mind, false gods are hollow, and 

so are the people who worship 
them.

To be clear, the issue in these 
readings is not that a desire 
for a well-paying job so you 
can support your family or 
improve your life is a vain 
pursuit. The Christian ideal is 
to earn enough to provide a 
modest level of comfort and 
financial security for our 
families, plus a little more to 
use as alms for the poor. We 
want to provide enough so 
that when we die our families 
wi l l be able to survive 
financially for at least the 
near-term future.

Rather, here’s what our 

readings are getting at. For Qoheleth, pursuing riches at all 
is vain because someone else will inherit what I’ve worked 
for. For Jesus, what makes the rich man a fool is that he 
assumes he will live to old age and that his wealth will last 
him that long. Jesus points out that I don’t know the day of 
my death. It could be today. If it is, what future have I stored 
up? I can’t keep what I have. Naked I came into this world, 
and naked I’ll leave it. If I’m to prepare for the day of my 
death, I ought to be concerned about what happens after it 
─ about my eternal future.  


Jesus ends his parable by saying that I should try to 
grow rich in what matters to God. So, what does matter to 
God? Our second reading from St. Paul’s letter to the 
Colossians provides a glimpse.


Since I’ve been raised through baptism into a new 
nature with Christ, logically I should be seeking the things 
that belong to that new nature ─ things that pertain to 
heaven, not to things on earth. In other words, I should be 
looking to grow in the character traits that make me more 
like Christ.  
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It’s time to bring us your “Stuff”! 
Details in ‘Parish News’ on page 3.



But my fallen human nature doesn’t act that way. I’m 
more inclined to the character traits that Paul calls earthly, 
such as the greed, competitiveness, and evil desire that 
compel me to collect stuff regardless of expense. For me 
to become more like Christ, Paul says, I need to start 
acting according to the new nature He’s given me. That 
involves a kind of death to self, but it results in developing 
character traits like compassion, kindness, lowliness 
(humility), meekness (gentleness), patience, forbearance, 
forgiveness, and above all love that “binds everything 
together in perfect harmony.”  


It's vain —empty and pointless — to spend my life 
collecting stuff. None of that matters to God. If I follow 
Paul’s advice, over time I’ll grow rich in what does matter 
to Him: the pursuit of holiness. Amen. ❖

SAT., JULY 30
Weekday/St. Peter Chrysologus, Bishop and 
Doctor; BVM 

Jer 26:11-16, 24/Mt 14:1-12 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Duane Beuerle 

[The Beuerle Family] 
12-4pm Rummage Sale Drop Off - PC

SUN., JULY 31 Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23/Col 3:1-5, 
9-11/Lk 12:13-21 

Confessions 8:00-8:15am and 10:00-10:15am 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Ann Marie Christensen-Rugh 

[Eric and Lori Feiler] 
12-4pm Rummage Sale Drop Off - PC

MON., AUGUST 1 St. Alphonsus Ligouri, Bishop and Doctor

Jer 28:1-17/Mt 14:13-21 
 No Mass Today in Manchester 
4-7pm Rummage Sale Drop Off - PC

TUES., AUGUST 2 Weekday/Sts. Eusebius of Vercelli and Peter 
Julian Eymard  

Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22/Mt 
14:22-36 or Mt 15:1-2, 10-14 

8:30 am Mass:  ♰Bethany Burch 
[The Leon Ball Family] 

4-7pm Rummage Sale Drop Off - PC

WED., AUGUST 3 Weekday

Jer 31:1-7/Mt 15:21-28 8:30 am Mass: ♰Bud Jacob 
[Karl & Margaret Jacob] 

4-7pm Rummage Sale Drop Off - PC

THURS., AUGUST 4 St. John Vianney, Priest

Jer 31:31-34/Mt 16:13-23 8:30 am Mass: INT: Shannon Doyle’s 30th 
Birthday 

[John & Tina Doyle] 
4-7pm Rummage Sale Drop Off - PC

FRI., AUGUST 5 First Friday/Dedication of the Basilica of St. 
Mary Major

Na 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7/Mt 
16:24-28    

8:30 am Mass: ♰Duane Beuerle 
[Duane’s Family] 

Exposition and & Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament beginning after 8:30am Mass 
4-7pm Rummage Sale Drop Off - PC 
8-9pm Confession on First Friday

SAT., AUGUST 6 The Transfiguration of the Lord 

Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/2 Pt 
1:16-19/Lk 9:28b-36 

8:30 am First Saturday Mass: ♰Victoria Curley 
[Laurie & Greg Sanders] 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: For the People 
12-4pm Rummage Sale Drop Off - PC

SUN., AUGUST 7 Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Wis 18:6-9/Heb 11:1-2, 8-19 
or 11:1-2, 8-12/Lk 12:32-48 or 
12:35-40 

Confessions 8:00-8:15am and 10:00-10:15am 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Mariam Ouedraogo 

[Donna Hnizdor] 
10:30 am Mass: ♰John Rugh 

[Eric and Lori Feiler] 
12-4pm Rummage Sale Drop Off - PC

Deacon Dennis’ article continued from page 1

Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: 

Call (734)994-8863 or the 24-hour 
hotline 800-712-HELP 

or visit arbor woman.com/abortion/

“AA” group meets Tuesdays 
at 7:00 pm - United Methodist 
Church, 501 Ann Arbor St.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed 
by Diocese) spiritual support group 
for those struggling with same sex 
attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families 
and friends of ‘Courage’ 
clients. Call 810-231-9199 
ext. 202

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 
517-993-0291 or email 
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in 
the area, please visit our 

website: 
stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Please Pray for: 
Megan Baker (safe delivery) 

Lee Ann Vitali 
Christine Baisden 
Bobbie Muldoon  
Scott Sangster  

Brandon and Jacinda Baxter  
Virginia VanSickle  

Rosemary Desbrough  
Stephanie Rippe, (niece of Betty 

Cummings)  
Colonel Gary Dettling  

Preston and Spencer (2 young 
brothers w/difficult life crises)  

Alba Pinzani  
Donna Hnizdor  
Delores Oakley  

Andrea Mendoza  
Cindy Marie Remski  

Janet Shurtliff  
Luke Chisnell  

Nancy Walkowe 
David Gaylord 
Danielle Lopez 

Mike and his family 
Joe Schim and his family 

Mickey 
Shaun Bonkowski  

Evangelization Fund. Thank you so much for your generosity. 


Coming Soon! 
Rummage Sale Aug 11th-13th


See the ‘News’ section for details!

Dear Parish Family,

We appreciate your time, talent, and volunteering to 
help our Church in all our activities.  We are 
profoundly grateful. However, if your help requires 
financial disbursement, please call the office so we 
can coordinate things together to be fiscally 
efficient. 

The office would love to hear from everyone. Please 
let us know if we are doing something wrong, what 
you like and what we can improve on. 


God Bless,

Sylvie Strong

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


Parish Family Birthdays 
July 30	 Mykaela Zink
.............
July 31	 Thomas Smith
.............
	 Marja Warner
.........................
Aug 1	 Kevin Bourland
...............
	 Beverly Detloff
.........................
	 Jeffery Messman
.........................
Aug 3	 Stephanie Beuerle 
............
Aug 4	 Elizabeth Beuerle
............
Aug 6	 Alice Kidd
............
Aug 7	 Theresa Baran-Weller
............

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, July 17, 2022 

Sunday Envelopes(53)  $3,417.00 .....
Loose Cash & Checks $156.00 .......
Welcome Envelopes $20.00 ..........
E-Giving $579.20 ...........................

2 

Weekly toward budget $4,172.20 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. BELOW goal $1,127.80 ...........

2 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings & Maintenance $55.00 .
Peter’s Pence $100.00 .......................
Poor Box $102.00 ...........................
Votive Candles $18.00..................

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. ♱Eddie Walz’s Birthday 
Remembrance 

(Judy Walz & Family) 
2. In Memory of 

♱David Roncoli 
(Chris Kanta & Jim Jordan)
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Parish and Area  News
Rummage Sale  

We are weeks away from the Rummage Sale, but plans are underway, and we need your 
helping hands! No sign-up sheets this year, just show up during any of our times to help 
with bringing in items, pricing, selling, or clean up. Drop off for items for the Rummage 
Sale will take place: Saturday, July 30th-Sunday, August 7th. The drop off times are: 
Saturdays 12pm-4pm, Sunday, July 31st 12pm-4pm, weekdays 4pm-7pm, and 
Sunday, August 7th 12-4pm. Pricing will be August 8th-10th 4-7pm. The sale will be: 
August 11th 9am-6pm, August 12th 9am-6pm, and August 13th 9am-3pm. Clean up 
will follow closing until we are finished. Pick up and transport of materials to Good 
Will will begin at 11:30 on Sunday, August 14th. It takes our village of Manchester to 
make our Rummage Sale a success. Spread the word! 

A Show for the Family to Enjoy!  
The Fr. Gabriel Richard Dramalums present the 2022 annual summer show: Joseph & 
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. FGR alumni & current students present Andrew 
Lloyd Webber's musical romp of the Biblical story of Joseph! Packed with humor 
and show-stopping numbers this is a production to delight the whole family. 
Performances are August 4th-7th, 2022 at Whitmore Lake High School. Please 
see www.fgrhs.org for more information and to purchase online tickets. 

Upcoming Retreats  
St. Francis Retreat Center in DeWitt MI invites you to consider an upcoming event:  
• Fiercely Loved - A Retreat for High School Girls: August 8th-9th   
• Summer Scripture Days - The Life and Letters of St. Paul: August 23rd-25th  
For more information and registration visit www.stfrancis.ws or call 517-669-8321.  
The Special Needs Mass at the St. Francis Retreat Center Chapel located at 703 E. 
Main Street in DeWitt is August 21st at 2pm. Light refreshments to follow in the 
dining room. Please RSVP to Cathy Blatnik, Coordinator of Special Needs Ministry 
at blatsie63@yahoo.com or 517-381-1410 by August 14th.  ALL are welcome!  

Come Home to the Catholic Church  
Those interested in learning how to come into the Catholic Church are invited to the 
inquiry session, to be held in the Fr. Fisher Hall on Wednesday, August 17th from 
7:00-8:00 pm. Some light refreshments will be served.  

Significant Wedding Anniversaries  
Are you or someone you know celebrating a significant wedding anniversary: 10, 20, 
30, 40, or 50+ years of marriage? If so, please contact the parish office to let them 
know. Please also advise the parish if you celebrated a milestone anniversary during 
2020 or 2021 as we did not celebrate anniversaries those years, due to COVID. The 
diocese is grateful for your witness and would like to particularly honor you on this 
momentous occasion. 

Surviving Divorce!  
The St. Andrew’s Divorce Ministry Team will be hosting an exciting program that 
will bring hope and healing to those who have experienced the pain and loneliness of 
a broken marriage. Surviving Divorce features 12 video presentations  covering topics 
that will bring comfort to newly separated and divorced 
and those still struggling with issues many years later. 
The course will be starting September 1st. Email David 
at djmiller57@aol.com with questions. Register here: 
https://standrewsaline.org/divorce 

Join 40 Days for Life   
The fall campaign will begin on September 28th and 
conclude November 6th, with the Kick-off Rally on 
September 25th. Please make an appointment with God 
at 40daysforlife.com/annarbor and be sure to select the 
365 calendar or contact Sandie at 734-657-1936 or 
plan2pray@gmail.com. For more info text Crista at 
734-320-6084. Drop ins are always welcome – Anytime! 
Anyday! 

Altar Flowers  
July 31, 2022 

In memory of  
♱Edwin Walz 
His birthday 

remembrance  
[Laurie & Greg Sanders] 

mailto:djmiller57@aol.com
https://standrewsaline.org/divorce

