
It must seem ironic that Jesus Christ, the Prince of 
Peace, should say He’s come from heaven to 
establish division. From the beginning of His life, 

though, that was made clear. A choir of angels proclaimed 
to the shepherds “peace on earth among men with whom 
[God] is pleased” (Luke 2:14); but at Jesus’ presentation 
Simeon warned His parents that their child would be a sign 
of contradiction, a sign that would reveal those who in their 
hearts would accept or reject Him and what He stands for 
(2:34).  


At this point in Luke’s account, Jesus has been meeting 
significant opposition. He has been driven out of His home 
town, accused of violating 
the Sabbath, asked trick 
questions to discredit Him, 
charged Him with having a 
demon, and plotted against 
by those out to kill Him. 
Jesus knows He is headed 
for the cross; He’s already 
begun warning His disciples 
of that fate. Now, in an 
emotional outburst, He 
yearns for it to happen. “I 
have come to set the earth 
on fire, and how I wish it 
were already blazing! There 
is a baptism with which I 
must be baptized, and how 
great is my anguish until it is accomplished! Do you think I 
have come to establish peace on earth? No, I tell you, but 
rather division” of a kind that will pit even close family 
members against each other (Lk 49-51).


There are several ways to look at what Jesus is saying.

Take the wish to set the earth on fire.The wish is 

common enough to anyone who wants to transform the 
world, but Jesus’ meaning is unique. John the Baptist had 
announced that the One who came after him would baptize 
with the Holy Spirit and fire (Luke 3:16). Fire in this case is 
an image of the Holy Spirit, and would remind Luke’s 
readers of the tongues of fire at Pentecost. Fire purifies, 
separating what is genuine or valuable from what is false or 
worthless (Mal 3:2). Fire also represents judgment, 

separating those consumed with the fire of God’s love from 
those condemned to the fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels.


We use the expression “baptism of fire” to mean a 
challenging experience that initiates someone into a difficult 
role. Jesus’ “baptism of fire” referred to His total immersion 
in unspeakable suffering, culminating in His death on the 
cross.   It was also a baptism in which His disciples would 
participate. When James and John asked to be seated at 
Jesus’ right and left in His glory, He asked them if they 
could go through the same baptism that He would be 
baptized with. When they said ‘Yes,’ Jesus assured them 

that they would indeed 
undergo that baptism, but 
their position in glory was 
not His to grant (Mark 
10:37-40). As it turned out, 
James was the first apostle 
to receive that baptism when 
Herod beheaded him (Acts 
12:2).

Any way you look at it, 
though, Jesus’ words about 
establishing division are 
disturbing. It’s not that He 
wants to provoke division. 
Rather, the simple fact that 
He is who He is and says 
what He says, divides 

people. It’s always been over Jesus Himself and His 
message. We must either accept both or reject both. We 
cannot accept Jesus and reject or water down His 
message; nor can we claim to follow His teaching for its 
great moral wisdom but deny the reality of the one who 
taught it. Indeed, the Man and His message are the same: 
“I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one can come to 
the Father except through Me” (John 14:6). Whether we 
accept that or reject it, our choice will determine our future.


But what we decide splits families. Who of us has not 
already seen relatives separate from us over issues of faith? 
How many of us refuse to talk about religion at home for 
fear of starting an argument? And how many of us, when a 
family member gets attacked for holding 
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Linda McGee and Melissa Yekulis are very grateful for your donations 
and help in making the Rummage Sale a success.



to a basic tenet of Christian morality, dares to stick our 
neck out to defend that person? Of course, we can 
extend this beyond the immediate family to the society 
at large, and even to the family of the Church. Every day, 
we hear of Christians attacked for being homophobic, 
transphobic, fundamentalist, for being the most bigoted 
adherents of an outmoded religion. Even within the 
Church, we see division between practicing and lapsed 
Catholics, orthodox and “Catholic lite” members of the 
faithful, and bishops and cardinals criticizing each other 
publicly.  


The division Jesus established is both within us and 
around us. What matters for us is which side of the 
division we land on. The note of urgency in Jesus’ voice 
in our passage still applies. He still wants to set the 
earth on fire. Even though He is the focus of division, 
He ardently wishes that people decide in His favor. The 
salvation of souls — of real human lives — is at stake. If 
there is any way in which you have not made up your 
mind about Jesus Christ, about making Him the center 
of your life, now is the time to do it. You may be 
criticized for being too religious, for being a “Jesus 
freak,” but at least the dividing line will be clear.  


Yes, Jesus is and always will be the focal point of 
division. The good news is, you were called to 
experience peace. But that peace can only come when 
you decide to make Jesus and His message the focus 

of your life; only then will 
you enjoy the peace to 
which the Gospel calls 
you (Col 3:15-16), even 
if suffering and division 
result from it. Learning 
to know Jesus and to 
know His love puts you 
in the best position to 
work for peace within 
your family and within 
the Church at large. To 
this peace, and to this 
mission, you have been 
called. ❖

SAT., AUGUST 13
Weekday/Sts. Pontian and Hippolytus, BVM

Ez 18:1-10, 13b, 30-32/Mt 
19:13-15 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: INT: Aaron Kwolek 

[Mom & Dad] 
9am-3pm Rummage Sale - PC

SUN., AUGUST 14 Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jer 38:4-6, 8-10/Heb 12:1-4/
Lk 12:49-53 

Confessions 8:00-8:15am and 10:00-10:15am 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Joyce Stein 

[Joanne & Andy Nordeen] 
12-2pm Rummage Sale Clean up - PC

MON., AUGUST 15 ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED 
VIRGIN MARY 

Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/1 
Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56 

8:30 am Mass:  ♰Mary Ann Teice 
[Pat Fitzgerald]

TUES., AUGUST 16 Weekday/St. Stephen of Hungary
Ez 28:1-10/Mt 19:23-30 8:30 am Mass:  ♰Dick Krzyzaniak 

[His loving wife, Shirley Krzyzaniak]

WED., AUGUST 17 Weekday
Ez 34:1-11/Mt 20:1-16 8:30 am Mass: ♰Duane Beuerle 

[Duane’s Family]
THURS., AUGUST 18 Weekday
Ez 36:23-28/Mt 22:1-14 8:30 am Mass: ♰Tom Cueney 

[Karl & Margaret Jacob]
FRI., AUGUST 19 Weekday/St. John Eudes
Ez 37:1-14/Mt 22:34-40 8:30 am Mass: INT: Margaret Sullivan, 1st 

Birthday 
[John & Tina Doyle & Family]

SAT., AUGUST 20 St. Bernard, Abbot and Doctor

Ez 43:1-7ab/Mt 23:1-12 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: For the People

SUN., AUGUST 21 Twentiy-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 66:18-21/Heb 12:5-7, 
11-13/Lk 13:22-30 

Confessions 8:00-8:15am and 10:00-10:15am 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Elva Heslip 

[Diane DuRussell] 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Joyce Stein 

[Joanne & Andy Nordeen]
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Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: 

Call (734)994-8863 or the 24-hour hotline 
800-712-HELP 

or visit arbor woman.com/abortion/

“AA” group meets Tuesdays at 
7:00 pm - United Methodist 
Church, 501 Ann Arbor St.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those 
struggling with same sex attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families and 
friends of ‘Courage’ clients. Call 
810-231-9199 ext. 202

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or 
email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Please Pray for: 
Michael Cummings 

Rose Pratt 
Mike Gibbons 
Lee Ann Vitali 

Christine Baisden 
Bobbie Muldoon  
Scott Sangster  

Brandon and Jacinda Baxter  
Virginia VanSickle  

Rosemary Desbrough  
Stephanie Rippe, (niece of 

Betty Cummings)  
Colonel Gary Dettling  

David Gaylord 

Preston and Spencer (2 
brothers w/difficult life crises)  

Alba Pinzani  
Donna Hnizdor  
Delores Oakley  

Andrea Mendoza  
Cindy Marie Remski  

Janet Shurtliff  
Luke Chisnell  
David Gaylord 
Danielle Lopez 

Mike and his family 
Joe Schim and his family 

Mickey 
Casey 

Evangelization Fund. Thank you so much for your generosity. 


mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


Altar Flowers  
August 14, 2022 

For our beautiful Parish 
family, for unity & peace.  

[Pat Fitzgerald] 

Parish Family Birthdays 
Aug 11	 Michael McFarland
...........
Aug 17	 Jolene Line
..........
	 Hannah McFarland
.....................

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, July 31, 2022 

Sunday Envelopes(73)  $5,767.00 .....
Loose Cash & Checks $151.00 .......
E-Giving $557.64 ...........................

2 

Weekly toward budget $6,475.64 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. ABOVE goal $1,175.64 ............

2 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings & Maintenance $75.00 .
Poor Box $182.00 ...........................
Votive Candles $34.00 ..................
Ice Cream Social $4,200.38..............

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. In loving Memory of 
♱Joyce Stein 

(Carol Westfall & Lon 
Nordeen) 

2. In Memory of 
♱David Roncoli 

(Bill & Astrida Punches)
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Parish and Area  News
Catholic School to Open in Saline 

St. Andrew Catholic Church would like to open a school for grades K-8 in September  
2023. As Fr. Bosco announced at last weekend’s Masses, the Church is gathering 
information on families who would like their children to attend the Catholic school in 
Saline. Fr. John Linden, pastor of St. Andrew, informed Fr. Bosco that the tuition fees 
will be affordable for all. You will find the non-binding registration intent forms in the 
vestibule. Please return it to St. Andrew in Saline as soon as possible. You can also 
scan the QR code if you prefer to fill out the form digitally. 

Come Home to the Catholic Church  
Those interested in learning how to come into the Catholic Church are invited to the 
inquiry session, to be held in the Fr. Fisher Hall on Wednesday, August 17th from 
7:00-8:00 pm. Some light refreshments will be served. 

Mark Your Calendars 
Please join the parish family for the annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 
Wednesday, August 31st. Social time will begin at 6:00pm. Dinner will be served 
at 6:30pm. The event will take place at St. Mary Parish Center. 

Endow Small Group Meeting Update 
Due to scheduling issues later this month, Endow small group for young women 
will meet on Thursday, August 25th instead of Tuesday, August 23rd.  

Travel to the Holy Land  
Would you like to go on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land with Fr. Larry Richard? The 
group will travel May 10-21, 2023. Please see the fliers in the vestibule of the 
church. August 27th is the deadline to register by making a down payment. 

Surviving Divorce!  
The St. Andrew’s Divorce Ministry Team will be hosting an exciting program that 
will bring hope and healing to those who have experienced the pain and loneliness 
of a broken marriage. Surviving Divorce features 12 video presentations  covering 
topics that will bring comfort to newly separated and divorced and those still 
struggling with issues many years later. The course will start September 1st. 
questions? Email David at djmiller57@aol.com Register here: https://
standrewsaline.org/divorce 

Join 40 Days for Life   
The fall campaign will begin on September 28th and conclude November 6th, 
with the Kick-off Rally on September 25th. Please make an appointment with God 
at 40daysforlife.com/annarbor and be sure to select the 365 calendar or contact 
Sandie at 734-657-1936 or plan2pray@gmail.com. For more info text Crista at 
734-320-6084. Drop ins are always welcome – Anytime! Anyday!  

Planning a Second Marriage?  
There is a new marriage preparation requirement for couples entering into a second 
union whether following death of previous spouse, or a previous nulled 
marriage.The Remarriage Retreat is a way for couples to come together in a non-
threatening setting to learn about the challenges that will be experienced. It is also 
an opportunity for a couple to begin to focus on previously unknown information or 
undiscussed topics that will bring challenges and begin the process of sharing with 
each other how this will be addressed within their new family dynamic. The next 
retreat will take place the weekend of October 29th at St. Francis Retreat Center. 
To learn more go to: https://www.stfrancis.ws/retreats  

Made for Mission 
Bishop Boyea has announced that we will not going the route of in solidum.  
However, an agreement will be signed by the members of the original eight 
groupings on their collaboration based on the Fifth Edition of the Bishop’s Letter. 
We will be setting up a different form of accountability to support and promote 
collaboration in the presbyterate. By July, the needed changes for all the groupings 
in our diocese will be implemented, at which point even those parishes which had 
remained stand-alone will be brought into a grouping. This is still a work in 
progress, so please keep Bishop Boyea in your prayers. 

Banns of Marriage 
I. Sean Joseph Sangster & 

Esther Rose Schmidt 
September 3, 20225
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