
“For the corruptible body burdens the soul and the 
earthen shelter weighs down the mind that has 
many concerns” (Wis. 9:15). This line from our first 

reading (in the book of Wisdom) raises an important issue 
for our time. If I were to ask, “how many of you really 
dislike the body you were born with?”, I would guess quite 
a few hands would go up. Some dissatisfaction with our 
“corruptible body” is normal — no body is flawless — but 
we live in an age where hatred of the body we were born 
with is an epidemic.


	 The speaker of these verses, Solomon, is praying 
for the gift of divine wisdom because he needs it as a 
ruler. He would like to govern according to the counsel of 
God, but human minds are not up to that task. Human 
knowledge is hardly able to understand its own 
environment, let alone God’s mind. Human reasoning is 
limited, timid, uncertain, prone to error, and weighed down 
by the confines of a physical body. 


	 On the one hand, in Solomon’s prayer we hear the 
common biblical view that human knowledge is limited 
and cannot know the mind of the Lord. On the other hand, 
it also reflects an ancient Greek way of thinking about the 
relationship between spirit and matter. To the Greek, 
humans are composed of two substances, a mortal body 
and an immortal soul; in effect, two separate natures 
joined together. In the Greek hierarchy of value, the body 

is low on the scale of existence because it’s changeable 
and mortal; it’s a temporary house for the soul, which is 
the real part of the person; its spiritual nature makes it 
immortal. Of course, there was a strain of thought in Greek 
culture that glorified the body, as you can see from Greek 
art. But for many Greek thinkers, like Plato, the great goal 
of life is to escape the prison of the body and ascend to 
the plane of spiritual reality.  


Carried to an extreme, that split between body and soul 
is called dualism. In the second and third centuries after 
Christ, it degenerated into a view that the material body is 
evil, whereas the soul, which shares the nature of God, can 
only be saved through perfect knowledge. With that 
attitude, it did not matter what one did with the body as 
long as the real self — the soul — was being purified. That 
belief goes by a variety of names, such as Gnosticism or 
Manicheaism; both are heresies, and both are alive and well 
today. We see this dualism everywhere. Either the body is 
an idol, to be pampered and sculpted to physical 
perfection, or it’s an object for experimentation, a canvas 
for self-expression, a commodity to be given away or sold, 
a disease-ridden machine, clay to be reshaped if disfigured 
or remade if one finds their gender displeasing. The body is 
disposable, at death not much better than trash.  


Christianity, though, is not dualistic. Yes, Christianity 
does see man as composed of body 
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Knights of Columbus Steak Fry
The Annual men’s social was held in 
Eric and Stephanie Beuelre’s  pole barn 
on Monday, August 22, 2022.  Dave 
Roberts coordinated the event. About 
60 men from the Manchester area 
joined Fr. Bosco, Fr. David Stawasz, 
SdC, Rev. Dr. William J. Canon Turner 
and the Knights of Columbus for dinner 
and friendly fellowship. There was 
roasted corn, baked potatoes and 
beautiful, cooked to order t-bone 
steaks. The event is meant to gather 
for fellowship and raise awareness 
about the work of the Knights of 
Columbus. 



and soul, but regards that composition as a unity. You 
could view him as an ensouled animal, or as an 
embodied spirit. Either way, according to the Catechism, 
“it is because of its spiritual soul that the body made of 
matter becomes a living, human body, … a single 
nature” (CCC 365). This union of matter and spirit 
ennobles all of creation: “Through his bodily 
composition [man] gathers to himself the elements of 
the material world; thus they reach their crown through 
him, and through him raise their voice in free praise of 
the Creator. For this reason man may not despise his 
bodily life” (GS 14; CCC 364).  


The body deserves proper care. From a positive 
viewpoint, that means being moderate in the foods you 
eat, the exercise you get, even the clothes you wear. 
More negatively, it means avoiding anything that causes 
the body harm, such as consuming too much or too little 
food (gluttony or self-starvation), cutting oneself, 
shutting down the normal function of the organs of 
reproduction, being sexually promiscuous, trying 
through drugs or surgeries to change your biological 
sex, and so forth. Such activities are sins against 
oneself. That is not to forbid certain forms of self-denial 
for spiritual reasons, such as fasting or wearing 
uncomfortable clothing. True, certain saints felt that the 
body was the source of passions and made growth in 
holiness hard (St. Francis called his body “brother 
donkey” and whipped it regularly); even so, the Church 
frowns on extreme penances.


More to the point for a Christian, whether you like or 
dislike the “corruptible body” you were born with is 
irrelevant. The fact is, your body is not made for you; it’s 
made for the Lord, and the Lord for the body (1 Cor. 
6:13). Jesus Christ has called you to freedom, so that 
you are not a slave to your own body. Rather, you are 
invited to “present your bodies as a living sacrifice [or 
offering], holy and acceptable to God, your spiritual 
worship” (Rom. 12:1). Your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit, and is where that worship takes place.  


When push comes to shove, you have no other way 
to glorify God than through your body. So keep it pure 
as a holy place (1 Cor. 6:20).  ❖

SAT., SEPTEMBER 3 St. Gregory the Great, Pope and Doctor
1 Cor 4:6b-15/Lk 6:1-5 8:30 am First Saturday Mass: ♰Victoria Curley 

[Gary Shear] 
2:00 pm Sangster/Schmidt Wedding 
3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: INT: For our 50th Wedding 
Anniversary September 2nd 

[Jim and Ella Landini]
SUN., SEPTEMBER 4 Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Wis 9:13-18b/Phlm 9-10, 
12-17/Lk 14:25-33 

Confessions 8:00-8:15am and 10:00-10:15am 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Joseph and ♰Helen Germeck 

[Martin & Kathy Brogley]

MON., SEPTEMBER 5 Weekday

1 Cor 5:1-8/Lk 6:6-11 No Mass today at St. Mary in Manchester

TUES., SEPTEMBER 6 Weekday

1 Cor 6:1-11/Lk 6:12-19 8:30 am Mass:  ♰Dick Krzyzaniak 
[His loving wife Shirley Krzyzaniak]

WED., SEPTEMBER 7 Weekday

1 Cor 7:25-31/Lk 6:20-26 8:30 am Mass: ♰David Roncoli 
[Walt & June Faubion and Carol Moretto] 

7:00 pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting - FFH
THURS., SEPTEMBER 8 NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30/Mt 
1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Duane Beuerle 
[The Beuerle Family]

FRI., SEPTEMBER 9 St. Peter Claver, priest

1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27/Lk 
6:39-42 

8:30 am Mass: In memory of  ♰Wanda Antieu 
[Alice Kidd]

SAT., SEPTEMBER 10 Weekday/BVM
1 Cor 10:14-22/Lk 6:43-49 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 

5:00 pm Vigil Mass: INT: Happy Birthday Jim 
Warner, Love you! 

[Marja]
SUN., SEPTEMBER 11 Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Ex 32:7-11, 13-14/1 Tm 
1:12-17/Lk 15:1-32 or 15:1-10 

Confessions 8:00-8:15am and 10:00-10:15am 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Joyce Stein 

[Shirley Krzyzaniak]
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Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: 

Call (734)994-8863 or the 24-hour 
hotline 800-712-HELP 

or visit arbor woman.com/abortion/

“AA” group meets Tuesdays at 
7:00 pm - United Methodist 
Church, 501 Ann Arbor St.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for 
those struggling with same sex 
attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families 
and friends of ‘Courage’ 
clients. 

Call 810-231-9199 ext. 202

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 
or email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in 
the area, please visit our 

website: 
stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Please Pray for: 
Gregory Damian 
Claudia Damian 
Walter Faubion 

Charles and Mary Gaylord 
Michael Cummings 

Rose Pratt 
Mike Gibbons 
Lee Ann Vitali 

Christine Baisden 
Bobbie Muldoon  
Scott Sangster  

Brandon and Jacinda Baxter  
Virginia VanSickle  

Rosemary Desbrough  
Stephanie Rippe, (niece of Betty 

Cummings)  

Colonel Gary Dettling  
Preston and Spencer (2 brothers 

w/difficult life crises)  
Alba Pinzani  

Delores Oakley  
Andrea Mendoza  

Cindy Marie Remski  
Janet Shurtliff  
Luke Chisnell  
David Gaylord 
Danielle Lopez 

Mike and his family 
Joe Schim and his family 

Mickey 
Casey 

The Repose of the Soul: 
♰Elizabeth Roberts  

Evangelization Fund. Thank you so much for your generosity. 


Prayer Tree Note: Please let us know of any status updates 
regarding people who are being prayed for.

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


Altar Flowers  
August 28, 2022 

For our 50th wedding 
anniversary 
[Ella Landini] 

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, August 21, 2022 

Sunday Envelopes(49)  $4,057.00 .....
Loose Cash & Checks $179.00 .......
Assumption of BVM $165.00 ..........
E-Giving $203.60 ...........................

2 

Weekly toward budget $4,604.60 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. BELOW goal $695.40 ...........

2 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings & Maintenance $110.00 .
Peter’s Pence. $20.00 ...................
Poor Box $165.00 ...........................
Votive Candles $38.00..................

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. In Memory of 
♱Joyce Stein 

(Diane Wiedmayer) 
2. In Memory of 

♱David Roncoli 
(Martin & Kathy Brogley)
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Parish and Area  News
National Day of Remembrance for Aborted Babies 

Saturday, September 10th will be a special day to remember all babies lost to the evil 
of abortion. Let us honor these abandoned victims of abortion. Services at the very 
graves of children killed by abortion here in Michigan. All gravesites and memorial 
markers in Michigan are listed at: https://nationaldayofremembrance.org/sites/ scroll 
down to Michigan to find service times and locations. 

Mass for Persons with Special Needs  
Join Alhambra St. Louis Guanella Caravan at Our Lady of Fatima in Michigan Center 
Sunday, September 11th for 10:30am Mass and a picnic. All are welcome! 

A New Year Begins 
Religious education classes will be beginning on Monday, September 12th. Classes 
will be held in the Parish Center 3:30-4:45pm. Registration forms can be found in the 
vestibule of the church. All children 1-7th grade are welcome to attend. 

Mark Your Calendars 
Please join the parish family for the annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner Wednesday, 
September 14th. Social time will begin at 6:00pm. Dinner will be served at 6:30pm. 
The event will take place at St. Mary Parish Center. 

Looking Ahead to Christmas 
We are beginning to plan for our Christmas decorations. You might remember seeing 
the Memorial Christmas tree ornaments we display every year on the tree near the 
statue of St. Joseph. (A picture is in the vestibule). If you would like to order one to 
honor your family members(s), please contact sfielder@umich.edu or 
734-972-5652. The order from Bronners will be placed September 15th for delivery in 
time for Christmas. All ornaments will be gold with white script. 

Join a Group…or Start One 
All Church Groups are welcoming new members. If you are interested please contact 
the organizer: Amazing Grays (Connie Schaffer), Knights (Martin Brogley), Altar 
Society (Marja Warner). If you would like to start or have ideas for a new group such as 
Euchre, Knitting, Sewing, Quilting, Book Club etc. If you have any questions, contact 
Connie Schaffer at (734)428-7271. 

Speed Dating for Young Catholics 
In partnership with Hot & Holy, the diocese is hosting a Catholic young adult speed 
dating event for 21-35 year olds on September 23rd. This is meant to be an 
opportunity for young adult Catholics to meet one 
another. This event will be held at Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Catholic Church, in Lansing. We will have 

6:30 social hour (some appetizers and 
drinks provided), 7:30pm starts the speed 
dating, 9pm after-event outing at the 
Nuthouse. To register, scan the code or 
visit:    

https://www.eventbee.com/v/yadating#/tickets  
Join 40 Days for Life   

The fall campaign will begin on September 28th 
and conclude November 6th, with the Kick-off 
Rally on September 25th. Please make an 
appointment with God at 40daysforlife.com/
annarbor and be sure to select the 365 calendar or 
c o n t a c t S a n d i e a t 7 3 4 - 6 5 7 - 1 9 3 6 o r 
plan2pray@gmail.com. For more info text Crista at 
734-320-6084. Drop ins are always welcome!  

Grief Retreat “Grieve with Hope”   
Are you grieving someone's death? Come and 
experience Christ’s love for you on September 
23rd – 25th Ann Arbor, MI (*not an overnight 
retreat). For more information call 216.524.4673. 

Parish Family Birthdays 
Sept 3	 Dominic Bargardi
...........
Sept 4	 Timothy Miller
...........
Sept 8	 Megan Miller
...........
	 Frank Remski
......................
Sept 9	 Cassidy Sangster
...........
	 Riccardo Villarreal
......................
Sept 10	 Kay Hartman
.........
	 Marjorie Kuboff
......................
	 Jim Warner
......................
Sept 11	 Carol Selecki
.........
	 Ethan Woods
......................

Congratulations! 
Mr. & Mrs. Sean & Esther 

Sangster 
September 3, 20225

https://nationaldayofremembrance.org/sites/

