
We read in the bible how the tax collectors and 
sinners were all drawing near to hear Him. 
And the Pharisees and scribes grumbled 

saying, ‘This Man receives sinners and eats with them.’ 
What the Pharisees and Scribes didn’t understand, and 
what many still fail to understand, is that Jesus came into 
this world to save sinners. 
“Those who are well have no 
need of a physician, but those 
who are sick do. I came not to 
c a l l t h e r i g h t e o u s , b u t 
s i n n e r s . ” ( M a r k 2 : 1 7 ) 
Repentance is that change of 
heart and mind whereby the 
sinner begins to accept the 
fact that unless someone 
comes to pull him out of the 
pit, he is doomed not only to 
die in it but to spend eternity 
in it. In repentance the sinner 
welcomes Jesus into his life 
and calls Him my Savior. That 
includes tax collectors as well 
as Pharisees and Scribes, 
then you and me too.


In His parable of the two 
lost sons, Jesus gives us a 
picture of the way the love of 
God for sinners is either 
received or rejected. Here we see the picture of 
‘repentance’ and ‘hard-hearted refusal’ of divine love. And 
as we hear His story, we must ask ourselves, ‘which one 
am I?’ 


I. The Younger Son The story begins with an 
introduction of the main characters. “There is a man who 
had two sons.” The curtain opens on one of these two 
sons of the father. “And the younger of them said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is 
coming to me.’” He wants his freedom. He is like I can’t 
wait to be free of you and live on my own and do as I 
please. The boy goes to some unnamed, ‘far country’ 
which could be anywhere as long as it’s away from the 
‘old man.’ It doesn’t take long at all before he is broke. So, 

he found a job. The story with a little detail says that this 
naughty little Jewish boy is feeding pigs. When Jesus 
paints a picture of a sinner in His imaginary story, He 
doesn’t create a respectable sinner. He is not minimizing 
the offense of the younger son, He paints a picture of a 
truly pathetic person that everyone back home despises, 

except his father. 

Eventually, the young man 
hits rock bottom. His 
pride is crumbling. He has 
another plan for how he 
might save his life and his 
face. “I will arise and go 
to my father, and I will say 
to him, ‘Father, I have 
sinned against heaven 
and against you. I am no 
longer worthy to be called 
your son. Treat me as one 
of your hired servants.’” 
The father figure of the 
story is the image of our 
heavenly Father, the 
Father saw all of this 
w h i l e H i s p r o d i g a l 
children were still a long 
way off. He saw this from 
all eternity. And because 
He sees this, His Son, His 

only Son whom He loves, crucified for sinners for His 
sake, He is “filled with compassion” for this sinner and for 
every sinner, and He runs to him and embraces the sinner. 
And before the son can offer his plan for what he will do to 
earn his way back into the father’s good graces, the father 
cuts him off, and dresses him in the best robe, puts the 
ring on his finger and shoes on his feet, so that the whole 
community will know that this son of his has been fully 
accepted and completely restored to sonship.


II. The Older Son But there is another son of the father. 
He is the older one. While all of this is going on, the older 
son Jesus says was out in the field. Even though the older 
son lives in the father’s house and has never left it, he is 
so far removed from the father he 
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doesn’t even know that his brother has come home. 
Coming in from the fields, he actually has to ask the 
servant what the celebration is all about. And once he is 
told, he refuses to go inside and share in his father’s joy. 
The younger son staged his public protest by leaving the 
father’s house. The older son stages his public protest 
by refusing to enter it. 


So, once again, everyone is embarrassed for the 
father who has to bear this public humiliation of another 
rebellious son, who represents the Scribes and 
Pharisees. The father gets up to go out to invite the 
older son to come in. This respectable father is publicly 
begging his older son to come inside and join in the 
celebration and share in his joy. The older son is so 
angry that he can’t even bring himself to address his 
father as “Abba,” but disrespectfully says, “Look!” 
Refusing even to recognize his relationship with his own 
brother he refers to him as “your son.” He neither loves 
his father nor his brother. And why is the older son so 
angry with his father? Because it is not fair. “Look, all 
these years I’ve served you.” All this time he has thought 
of himself as a servant and never as a son. To him, it 
was all tedious work with no reward. “And you never 
gave me even a young goat that I might celebrate with 
my friends.” 


And the father is patient and pleads with his older 
son, whom he loves just as much as he does the 
younger son. “Son, you are always with me, and all that 
is mine is yours. It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, 
for this your brother, was dead, and is alive; he was lost 
and is found.” and at that the story stops. The father is 
standing there with arms wide open towards his older 
son. Everyone is waiting to see how the older son will 
respond. And the unspoken lesson of the Pharisees and 
Scribes in this story is the older son’s response that will 
come on Good Friday. It will be, “crucify him, crucify 
him.” 


And only then, will Jesus bring this story to its end. “It 
is finished.” “It is finished for the tax collectors and 
sinners.” “It is finished for the Pharisees and the Scribes.” 
And it is finished for you. The banquet table is set. The 
celebration is about to begin. Repent and come home, 
and make the Father’s joy complete. For He sent His Son 
into this world for sinners just like you and me.  ❖

SAT., SEPTEMBER 10 St. Gregory the Great, Pope and Doctor
1 Cor 10:14-22/Lk 6:43-49 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 

5:00 pm Vigil Mass: INT: Happy Birthday Jim 
Warner, Love you! 

[Marja]

SUN., SEPTEMBER 11 Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Ex 32:7-11, 13-14/1 Tm 
1:12-17/Lk 15:1-32 or 15:1-10 

Confessions 8:00-8:15am and 10:00-10:15am 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Joyce Stein 

[Shirley Krzyzaniak]

MON., SEPTEMBER 12 Weekday/The Most Holy Name of Mary

1 Cor 11:17-26, 33/Lk 7:1-10 12:10 pm Mass: ♰Bud Jacob 
[Karl & Margaret Jacob]

TUES., SEPTEMBER 13 St. John Chrysostom

1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a/Lk 
7:11-17 

8:30 am Mass:  ♰Ellis Morningstar 
[Eric & Lori Feiler] 

7:00 pm Endow Young Women’s Group - FFH
WED., SEPTEMBER 14 The Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Nm 21:4b-9/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 
3:13-17 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Duane Beuerle 
[Duane’s Family] 

6:00 pm Volunteer Appreciation Dinner - PC
THURS., SEPTEMBER 15 OUR LADY OF SORROWS

1 Cor 15:1-11/Jn 19:25-27 or 
Lk 2:33-35 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Gloria Morningstar 
[Eric & Lori Feiler]

FRI., SEPTEMBER16 Sts. Cornelius and Cyprian

1 Cor 15:12-20/Lk 8:1-3 8:30 am Mass: For the repose of the soul of  
♰Joe Kirk 

[John & Beth Ball]

SAT., SEPTEMBER 17 Weekday/Sts. Robert Bellarmine and 
Hildegard of Bingen

1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49/Lk 
8:4-15 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: In loving memory of 
♰Victoria Curley 

[John Curley Family]
SUN., SEPTEMBER 18 Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Am 8:4-7/1 Tm 2:1-8/Lk 
16:1-13 or 16:10-13 

Confessions 8:00-8:15am and 10:00-10:15am 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Martin Sr. & ♰Anna Brogley 

[Martin &Kathy Brogley]
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Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: 

Call (734)994-8863 or the 24-hour 
hotline 800-712-HELP 

or visit arbor woman.com/abortion/

“AA” group meets Tuesdays at 
7:00 pm - United Methodist 
Church, 501 Ann Arbor St.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for 
those struggling with same sex 
attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families 
and friends of ‘Courage’ 
clients. 

Call 810-231-9199 ext. 202

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 
or email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in 
the area, please visit our 

website: 
stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Please Pray for: 
Gregory Damian 
Claudia Damian 
Walter Faubion 

Charles and Mary Gaylord 
Michael Cummings 

Rose Pratt 
Mike Gibbons 
Lee Ann Vitali 

Christine Baisden 
Bobbie Muldoon  
Scott Sangster  

Brandon and Jacinda Baxter  
Stephanie Rippe, (niece of Betty 

Cummings)  

Colonel Gary Dettling  
Preston and Spencer (2 brothers 

w/difficult life crises)  
Alba Pinzani  

Delores Oakley  
Andrea Mendoza  

Cindy Marie Remski  
Janet Shurtliff  
Luke Chisnell  
David Gaylord 
Danielle Lopez 

Mike and his family 
Joe Schim and his family 

Mickey 
Casey 

Evangelization Fund. Thank you so much for your generosity. 


Prayer Tree Note: Please let us know of any status updates regarding people 
who are being prayed for.

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


Altar Flowers  
September 11, 2022 

In honor of my beloved 
husband & for our country 

[Pat Fitzgerald] 

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, August 28, 2022 

Sunday Envelopes(72)  $5,277.00 .....
Loose Cash & Checks $248.00 .......
Welcome Envelopes $22.00 ..........
Assumption of BVM $20.00 ..........
E-Giving $917.87 ...........................
E-Giving BVM $100.00 ..................

2 

Weekly toward budget $6,584.87 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. ABOVE goal $1,248.87 ............

2 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings & Maintenance $40.00 .
Poor Box $132.50 ...........................
Votive Candles $44.00..................

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. In Loving Memory of 
♱Joyce Stein 

(Carol Westfall & 
 Lon Nordeen) 

2. In Memory of 
♱Paula Saft 

(David & Cheryl Bauer)
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Parish and Area  News
A New Year Begins 

Religious education classes will be beginning on Monday, September 12th. Classes 
will be held in the Parish Center 3:30-4:45pm. Registration forms can be found in the 
vestibule of the church. All children 1-7th grade are welcome to attend. 

Mark Your Calendars 
Please join the parish family for the annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner Wednesday, 
September 14th. Social time will begin at 6:00pm. Dinner will be served at 6:30pm. 
The event will take place at St. Mary Parish Center. 

Looking Ahead to Christmas 
We are beginning to plan for our Christmas decorations. You might remember seeing 
the Memorial Christmas tree ornaments we display every year on the tree near the 
statue of St. Joseph. (A picture is in the vestibule). If you would like to order one to 
honor your family members(s), please contact sfielder@umich.edu or 
734-972-5652. The order from Bronners will be placed September 15th for delivery in 
time for Christmas. All ornaments will be gold with white script. 

Mission Appeal Next Weekend 
Fr. William Dun-Dery from the Diocese of Damongo, Ghana will be doing a mission 
appeal at St. Mary next weekend, September 17th-18th. He will be telling us more 
about this deprived area in northern Ghana. This Diocese serves over 26,000 Catholics 
of which 70% are youth. There will be envelopes at the end of each pew. Please come 
prepared to be as generous as your budget allows. 

Join a Group…or Start One 
All Church Groups are welcoming new members. If you are interested please contact 
the organizer: Amazing Grays (Connie Schaffer), Knights (Martin Brogley), Altar 
Society (Marja Warner). If you would like to start or have ideas for a new group such as 
Euchre, Knitting, Sewing, Quilting, Book Club etc. If you have any questions, contact 
Connie Schaffer at (734)428-7271. 

September is suicide Prevention Month 
Trinity Health has upcoming trainings that are open to anyone aged 14 or older entitled 
Question, Persuade, Refer (QPR) Suicide Awareness Training: September 15th 6-7pm 
at the Lost Railway Museum in Grass Lake, September 21st 6-7 pm at the Chelsea 
District Library, September 28th 7-8pm at the Dexter District Library. 
Contact Sarah.wilczynski@stjoeshealth.org to register. 
There will be a local flu shot clinic Friday, September 23rd from 12-4pm at Emanuel 
UCC in Manchester. Doses are limited, so it is first come, first served. 

Speed Dating for Young Catholics 
In partnership with Hot & Holy, the diocese is hosting a Catholic young adult speed 
dating event for 21-35 year olds on September 23rd. This is meant to be an 
opportunity for young adult Catholics to meet one another. This event will be held at 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church, in Lansing. We will have 6:30 
social hour (some appetizers and drinks provided), 7:30pm starts the speed 
dating, 9pm after-event outing at the 
Nuthouse. To register, scan the code or visit:    

https://www.eventbee.com/v/yadating#/tickets  
Join 40 Days for Life   

The fall campaign will begin on September 28th 
and conclude November 6th, with the Kick-off 
Rally on September 25th. Please make an 
appointment with God at 40daysforlife.com/
annarbor and be sure to select the 365 calendar or 
c o n t a c t S a n d i e a t 7 3 4 - 6 5 7 - 1 9 3 6 o r 
plan2pray@gmail.com. For more info text Crista 
at 734-320-6084. Drop ins are always welcome!  
Find more area news and events on the parish 
website: stmarymanchester.org 

Parish Family Birthdays 
Sept 10	 Kay Hartman
.........
	 Marjorie Kuboff
......................
	 Jim Warner
......................
Sept 14	 Sarah Cencer
.........
	 Cecilia Niehaus
......................
	 Melissa Yekulis
......................
Sept 17	 Danielle Dettling
.........
	 Barbara Fielder
......................
Sept 18	 Marlene Lentz
.........


