
The prophet Amos could be a tough guy to deal 
with. He had lots to say about social injustice in 
the Northern Kingdom of Israel. In today’s 

reading, he calls down woe on those who are living a cushy 
life and aren’t made sick by the moral collapse of Israel. 
When told by the king’s court prophets that “you’re not 
even from here, so you don’t have the right to preach to 
us,” he stood fast and exercised that right anyway. 


Every election cycle, preachers are warned not to say 
anything from the pulpit that could be interpreted as 
endorsing a candidate or a political party. However, that 
restriction does not apply to moral issues in political 
campaigns. The Catholic Church has the authority to teach 
on matters of faith and 
morals, and she has 
both the right and duty 
t o p r o c l a i m t h a t 
teaching whenever the 
need arises. Several 
moral issues are hotly 
c o n t e s t e d i n o u r 
polit ics r ight now. 
Abortion is one of 
them, and the Church 
has the obligation to 
teach clearly about it 
— from the pulpit if 
necessary.  


You sometimes hear that the Bible doesn’t mention 
abortion, so Church teaching is something of an add-on. 
True, the word abortion doesn’t appear in the Bible, but the 
prohibition against killing the innocent with the guilty does. 
There is, of course, the fifth commandment, “Thou shalt not 
kill” (Ex 20:13). Moses further commands, “If men have a 
fight and hurt a pregnant woman, so that she suffers a 
miscarriage … [and] if injury ensues, you shall give life for 
life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot” 
(Ex. 21:22-23). The Mosaic Law called infanticide by 
sacrificing children to the gods an “abomination that the 
Lord detests” (Dt 12:31).


Building on biblical principles, Church Fathers in the 
first three centuries were adamant that Christians are not to 
imitate pagan practices of abortion and infanticide. Here is 

the Didache, a first-century manual of Christian life: “You 
shall not murder a child by abortion nor kill one who has 
been born.” In the second century, St. Athenagoras called 
drug-induced abortion murder. Tertullian described a 
dismemberment abortion, and argued that there was no 
difference between aborting a child before birth or killing 
one after birth. St. Clement of Alexandria observed that 
pagans would rather keep pet birds than their own children 
— sound familiar? St. Hippolytus complained that even 
some Christian women were aborting their children or 
sterilizing themselves. So it appears that Church Fathers 
from the beginning taught about the evil of abortion.


Although concern in Church teaching about abortions 
may have died down 
after Christianity became 
legal in the Empire, it 
never completely went 
away. The growth of the 
eugenics movement and 
the so-called sexual 
revolution in the 20th 
century brought the issue 
to life again. Pope Pius XI 
stressed that abortion — 
the direct and intentional 
killing of an unborn child 

— is not allowable under 
any condit ion. In his 

allocution to midwives, Pope Pius XII told them that there is 
no justification for the taking of innocent human life. 
Gaudium et Spes, the Vatican II document on the Church in 
the Modern World, called abortion “a heinous crime.” Pope 
Paul VI’s Declaration on Procured Abortion concluded that 
“never, under any pretext, may abortion be resorted to, 
either by a family or by the political authority, as a legitimate 
means of regulating births.” The Catechism concludes that 
this teaching is unchanging and unchangeable (CCC 2271).


Catholic teaching on abortion can sound harsh and 
inhumane. What? You mean that a woman who knows her 
child will die immediately after birth is not allowed to 
terminate the pregnancy earlier? Yes, that’s true. What? Are 
you saying that a child who is pregnant because of rape or 
incest must carry the baby to term? Hard 
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Members of  ‘Amazing Greys’ enjoyed food and fellowship at Lynn Waldecker’s home after 
Mass on September 19th.



as it is, that is the case. Such extreme examples do 
happen. More typical is the case of someone who chooses 
abortion as a means of birth control. But the Church’s 
teaching is settled: “Direct abortion, that is to say, abortion 
willed either as an end or a means, is gravely contrary to 
the moral law,” and for a Catholic to procure a completed 
abortion carries the penalty of automatic excommunication 
(CCC 2271, 2272).


Every human life is infinitely precious, and when taken 
is irreplaceable. From the moment of conception, the 
human person is made in the image and likeness of God; 
therefore, his life has an inherent dignity related to God. 
Thankfully, by striking down Roe vs. Wade, the Supreme 
Court ruled that the national Constitution doesn’t grant a 
right to abortion. But that only spurs efforts to make 
abortion legal at both the federal and state levels. The 
campaign to enshrine in our state’s constitution a right to 
abortion with no restrictions whatever is staring us in the 
face this election season. For it to become law would open 
the door to a huge moral evil.


To oppose it at the ballot box Catholics need to think 
with the mind of the Church. What may sound harsh and 
inhumane is the only truly humane answer to the abortion 
mentality. All life is precious. The child has the same right 
to life as the parent. Abortion is an irredeemable evil and 
the Catholic faithful must oppose it.  


Amos threatened woe to the people of Israel who 
were not made ill at the collapse of their society. Like him, 
we should be sick to see the moral collapse of American 
society. We have a brief window of opportunity to stand 
up for the unborn in our state. Voting No is certainly one 
way to come against the ballot initiative. As the bishop 
stated in his recent pastoral letter, we also have the 
spiritual weapons of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. Let’s 
not hesitate to use them.  ❖

SAT., SEPTEMBER 24 St. Pius of Pietrelcina, priest
Eccl 11:9—12:8/Lk 9:43b-45 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 

5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Dennis Mattson, brother 
of Ella Landini 

[Jim & Ella Landini]

SUN., SEPTEMBER 25 Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Am 6:1a, 4-7/1 Tm 6:11-16/Lk 
16:19-31 

Confessions 8:00-8:15am and 10:00-10:15am 
8:30 am Mass: ♰David Roncoli 

[Pat Fitzgerald] 
10:30 am Mass: For the People

MON., SEPTEMBER 26 Weekday/Sts. Cosmas and Damien, martyr

Jb 1:6-22/Lk 9:46-50 12:10 pm Mass: ♰Matthew Perna 
[Bill & Sandi Kwolek] 

3:30 pm Religious Education Classes K-8 - PC 
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal - Choir Loft

TUES., SEPTEMBER 27 St. Vincent de Paul, Priest

Jb 3:1-3, 11-17, 20-23/Lk 
9:51-56 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Victoria Curley 
[Gary Shear] 

7:00 pm ENDOW Young Women’s group - FFH
WED., SEPTEMBER 28 Weekday/Sts. Wenceslaus and Lawerence

Jb 9:1-12, 14-16/Lk 9:57-62 8:30 am Mass: ♰Bud Jacob 
[Shirley Krzyzaniak]

THURS., SEPTEMBER 29 Sts. Michael, Gabriel and Raphael

Dan 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 
12:7-12a/Jn 1:47-51 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Joyce Stein 
[Nicki & Rich Kennedy]

FRI., SEPTEMBER 30 St. Jerome, priest and doctor

Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5/Lk 
10:13-16 

8:30 am Mass: In Loving Memory of  
     ♰Victoria Curley 

[John Curley Family]
SAT., OCTOBER 1 St. Therese of the Child Jesus
Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17/Lk 
10:17-24 

8:30 am First Saturday Mass: ♰Joyce Stein 
[Nicki & Rich Kennedy] 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Duane Beuerle 

[Duane’s Family]
SUN., OCTOBER 2 Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4/2 Tm 1:6-8, 
13-14/Lk 17:5-10 

Confessions 8:00-8:15am and 10:00-10:15am 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Gerald Brogley 

[Martin & Kathy Brogley]
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Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: 

Call (734)994-8863 or the 24-hour hotline 
800-712-HELP 

or visit arbor woman.com/abortion/

“AA” group meets Tuesdays at 
7:00 pm - United Methodist 
Church, 501 Ann Arbor St.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those 
struggling with same sex attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families and 
friends of ‘Courage’ clients. 

Call 810-231-9199 ext. 202

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or 
email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Please Pray for: 
Arlette Tieno 

Bonnie Greenwald 
Jean Rose 

Melody Elder 
Gregory Damian 
Claudia Damian 
Walter Faubion 

Charles and Mary Gaylord 
Michael Cummings 

Rose Pratt 
Mike Gibbons 
Lee Ann Vitali 

Christine Baisden 
Bobbie Muldoon  
Scott Sangster  
Bibian Sangster 
Gloria Blackelk 

Scott Gibbs 
Newborn and Mother 

Brandon and Jacinda Baxter  
Stephanie Rippe, (niece of Betty 

Cummings)  
Colonel Gary Dettling  

Alba Pinzani  
Delores Oakley  

Andrea Mendoza  
Cindy Marie Remski  

Janet Shurtliff  
Luke Chisnell  
David Gaylord 
Danielle Lopez 

Mike and his family 
Joe Schim and his family 

Jeff 

Prayer Tree Note: Please let us know of any status updates 
regarding people who are being prayed for.

The Rosary is being prayed 20 mins before each weekend 
Mass and after weekday Masses until election day for 
the defeat of Proposal 3. Please join us! #fightlikeheaven

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


For the week of November 24th 

brothers who served in the military 

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, September 11, 2022 

Sunday Envelopes(52)  $2,167.00 .....
Loose Cash & Checks $156.00 .......
Welcome Envelopes(2) $40.00 ......
E-Giving $600.92 ...........................

2 

Weekly toward budget $2,963.92 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. BELOW goal $2,336.08 ...........

2 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings & Maintenance $100.00 .
E-Giving Build & Main. $750.00 ...
Poor Box $143.00 ...........................
Votive Candles $81.00..................

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. In Memory of 
♱Joyce Stein 

(Bill & Astrida Punches) 
2. Prayerful wishes of 

Ruth Burch 
(A. F. Riend)
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Parish and Area  News
Mark Your Calendars 

Due to on-going difficulties with the power at the Parish Center, the Volunteer 
Appreciation Dinner has been rescheduled for Wednesday, October 19th. Please 
continue to watch the bulletin for updates regarding the status of this event. 

Get Trained to Help Stop Prop 3 
The Diocese is offering in-person training for people willing to go door-to-door 
urging people to “Vote No on 3.” Saturday, September 24th at 7 pm Fr. Gabriel 
Richard in Ann Arbor or Sunday, September 25th at Lumen Christi High School in 
Jackson. There will also be phone outreach and yard signs. Details to come. 

Upcoming Choir Rehearsals 
The Church Choir will now have rehearsals in the choir loft at 7 pm. on Mondays: 
September 26th, October 10th and 24th, November 14th. Christmas rehearsals 
will be Mondays: Nov. 28th at 7 pm, Dec. 5th at 7:15 pm, Dec. 12th and 19th at 7 
pm, and Sat. Dec. 24th at 10:45 pm for Mass at Midnight on Dec. 25th. Please let 
Benjamin know if you have any scheduling conflicts. 

Join a Group…or Start One 
All Church Groups are welcoming new members. If you are interested please 
contact the organizer: Amazing Grays (Connie Schaffer), Knights (Martin Brogley), 
Altar Society (Marja Warner). If you would like to start or have ideas for a new 
group such as Euchre, Knitting, Sewing, Quilting, Book Club etc, please contact 
Connie Schaffer at (734)428-7271. 

Join 40 Days for Life   
The fall campaign will begin on September 28th and conclude November 6th, with 
the Kick-off Rally on September 25th. Please  visit: 40daysforlife.com/annarbor to 
make an appointment with God and be sure to select the 365 calendar or contact 
Sandie at 734-657-1936 or plan2pray@gmail.com. For more info text Crista at 
734-320-6084. Drop ins are always welcome!  

See You at the Pole 
The National Day of Public School Prayer will be held Wednesday, September 
28th, The theme of this year’s event is “Heal our Land” based on 2 Chronicles 7:14. 
Thus, the event begins at 7:14am . Everyone is welcome to join at the Manchester 
High School flag pole: students, parents, homeschoolers, and any community 
members wishing to join the area youth in praying for our country. 

IMPORTANT EVENT! 
Learn to effectively communicate opposition to Proposal 3! We will be hosting a 
viewing of a live streamed webinar on Thursday, September 29th from 7-8:30pm.  
This webinar is designed specifically for lay people. Topics include 1) effective 
talking points, 2) fetal development and why this proposal is so dangerous, and 3) 
how to engage others in conversation. This training  is meant to equip us with the 
knowledge and tools to spread the word to people in our daily lives, including 
family and friends. Refreshments will be provided. For more information, please 
email stmaryprolife@gmail.com or contact Tina at 734-904-2841. 

Mass for Persons with Disabilities 
On October 9, 2022, at 11:30am, St. Andrew Saline is offering Sunday Mass to 
highlight the special gifts that God gives to us in those living with “disabilities. The 
Mass will be appropriate for people with sensory difficulties. An ASL interpreter 
will be present as well as worship aids available for 
those needing large print and braille, quiet spaces for 
individuals needing a break and we will have extra 
ushers to assist with mobility and other needs. 
Following Mass there will be fellowship and food in 
the parish hall provided by the Knights of Columbus 
Saline Council #6674 and the disabilities team.  
Email Karen Berg at karenberg@mahsmi.org 
Find more area news and events on the parish website: 
stmarymanchester.org 

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION  

Benediction at 10 pm 

Parish Family Birthdays 
Sept 26	 Mike Bossory
.........
Sept 27	 Laurie Sanders
.........
Sept 28	 David Bonkowski.........

Altar Flowers  
September 25, 2022 

Tyler & Katie Gouwens on 
their Wedding Anniversary 

[Tim & Kim Gouwens] 


