
Parce, Domine, parce populo tuo. Ne in aeternum 
irascaris nobis. “Spare, O Lord, spare your 
people. Do not be angry with us forever.” That 

antiphon is chanted during Lent, usually on Ash 
Wednesday. It comes from Joel, chapter 2, where he 
summons the people to a time of fasting and prayer during 
national emergency. We are in the middle of such a time 
now.


	 Now that the proposal to 
amend the state constitution to allow 
unrestricted abortion is on the ballot, it 
is imperative that voters, especially 
Catholics, study the actual text of the 
amendment and be aware of its 
impact. This text is not hard to find; it’s 
in your email inbox, and is unchanged 
desp i t e the con t rove rsy ove r 
formatting. What you will see on your 
ballot is a 100-word summary of the 
amendment and, like most ballot 
summaries, is worded in such a way as 
to encourage a Yes vote. The 
amendment itself — what will actually 
go into the state constitution if passed 
— is what you should be reading. In a 
nutshell, it specifies unrestricted liberty 
for the individual in all matters related 
to reproduction, including abortion, 
and prevents anyone else from 
interfering in any way with the individual’s choice. Plus, it 
would override or force revision of more than thirty laws that 
conflict with it, such as laws that protect the authority of 
parents over their children.


This amendment is bad law for any number of reasons, 
but placing it in the state constitution changes the nature of 
life in this state. Willingly or not, we now become a premier 
abortion state; we’re all tainted by it. Abortion becomes a 
major industry, right up there with the auto industry. If this 
were just one law among others, repealing it would be 
relatively simple; but to remove it from the constitution 
would mean amending the constitution yet again, a much 
more difficult process.


	 The forces arrayed to put Proposal 3 into the state 
constitution are formidable. They include the ACLU, 
Planned Parenthood, and members of both political 
parties.   And they have the money. As of July 20th, 
supporters raised well over $10.5 million dollars, and that 
amount is sure to climb. By contrast, those opposed to the 
amendment, which consist mainly of the Michigan Catholic 
Conference and Right to Life of Michigan, raised less than 

$500,000 — David standing against 
Goliath. But they are using that money 
well. You may have seen some of their TV 
ads or the literature the diocese is 
sending out about Proposal 3.

	 How is it going? Polling numbers 
fluctuate, but indications are that over 
60% of Michigan voters support the 
amendment, with only 24% opposed. 
With numbers like those, Proposal 3 
seems in position to pass.  

Based on their past voting behavior on 
issues like this, prominent contributors to 
its passage will likely be Catholics. Some 
may vote ‘Yes’ out of ignorance of what 
the amendment says. Some may feel that 
Catholic teaching on abortion doesn’t 
apply to non-Catholics (it does, not 
because the teaching is Catholic but 
because the natural law says parents 
don’t kill their offspring). Others believe 

that a ‘Yes’ vote supports a woman’s “right” to choose how 
to control her own body. Which might be allowable if the 
woman’s body were the only one under consideration, but 
it’s not. Her “product of conception” is a distinct human 
person whose right to life is equal to her own. 


The Catholic who votes ‘Yes’ for any of these reasons is 
actually failing in charity toward abortion-minded women. 
He is choosing to allow a social environment to exist that 
encourages her to place her salvation in jeopardy. And if 
abortion is the irredeemable evil that the Church says it is, 
the Catholic who votes ‘Yes’ is cooperating in the 
perpetuation of evil, even if only remotely.


“In those days, every man did what he thought was 
right.” That refrain runs through the 
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biblical book of Judges. 
It does not approve of 
doing what one thinks is 
right. Just the opposite. 
It is the explanation for 
the chaos that followed, 
since there was no one 
to enforce law in Israel. 
In our society, everyone 
insists on doing what he determines is right, regardless of 
the moral law. Just as in Scripture, doing what each one 
thinks is right remains for us a recipe for disaster. But 
people don’t listen to prophets; they will do as they will. 
I’m afraid that, as in Scripture, if God really wants to 
punish us, He will let us do what we want. If we want 
abortion and all its attendant evils, He will let us have it.


And so we pray, Parce, Domine; Spare us O Lord. 
The forces arrayed against us on this issue are 
formidable, indeed overwhelming. We stand as David in 
front of Goliath. Like David, though, we must know that 
God is not impressed with the size of human armies. He 
is the Lord of Hosts, and the battle belongs to Him. We 
have to stand up to the Goliaths of this world with the 
weapons we have, trusting in Him to fight this battle His 
own way.


David had only two weapons when facing Goliath, his 
faith and a sling. Our weapons are the word of truth and 
prayer, especially the Rosary. We have been invited by 
our bishop to join a 54-day campaign of prayer and 
fasting. If you have not already joined it, please begin now 
to take up the weapons available to you. Educate yourself 
on the proposal. Talk to your neighbors, friends, and 
relatives about the wickedness of this proposed 
amendment. And take time to pray every day that the 
Lord spare us what it represents.  


And, of course, vote ‘No’ in November.  ❖

SAT., OCTOBER 1 St. Therese of the Child Jesus
Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17/Lk 
10:17-24 

8:30 am First Saturday Mass: ♰Joyce Stein 
[Nicki & Rich Kennedy] 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Duane Beuerle 

[Duane’s Family]
SUN., OCTOBER 2 Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4/2 Tm 1:6-8, 
13-14/Lk 17:5-10 

Confessions 8:00-8:15am and 10:00-10:15am 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Gerald Brogley 

[Martin & Kathy Brogley] 
12:00 pm Pet Blessing - Church Steps

MON., OCTOBER 3 Weekday

Gal 1:6-12/Lk 10:25-37 No Mass today in Manchester 
3:30 pm Religious Education Classes K-8 - PC

TUES., OCTOBER 4 St. Francis of Assisi

Gal 1:13-24/Lk 10:38-42 No Mass today in Manchester

WED., OCTOBER 5 Weekday/St. Faustina Kowalska; Blessed 
Francis Xavier Seelos

Gal 2:1-2, 7-14/Lk 11:1-4 No Mass today in Manchester

THURS., OCTOBER 6 Weekday/St. Bruno; Blessed Marie Rose 
Durocher 

Gal 3:1-5/Lk 11:5-13 No Mass today in Manchester

FRI., OCTOBER 7 Our Lady of the Rosary/First Friday

Gal 3:7-14/Lk 11:15-26 8:30 am Mass: For the repose of the soul of  
     ♰Joe Kirk 

[John & Beth Ball] 
Exposition and Adoration beginning after Mass 
until 10 pm with Benediction to follow 
8:00 pm Confession

SAT., OCTOBER 8 Weekday/BVM
Gal 3:22-29/Lk 11:27-28 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 

5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰David Roncoli 
[Mary & Francis Roncoli]

SUN., OCTOBER 9 Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

2 Kgs 5:14-17/2 Tm 2:8-13/Lk 
17:11-19 

Confessions 8:00-8:15am and 10:00-10:15am 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Duane Beuerle 

[Elizabeth Beuerle]
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Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: 

Call (734)994-8863 or the 24-hour hotline 
800-712-HELP 

or visit arbor woman.com/abortion/

“AA” group meets Tuesdays at 
7:00 pm - United Methodist 
Church, 501 Ann Arbor St.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those 
struggling with same sex attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families and 
friends of ‘Courage’ clients. 

Call 810-231-9199 ext. 202

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or 
email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION  

of the Most  
BLESSED SACRAMENT 

October 7th  
9 am until Benediction at 

10 pm 
(Confessions heard 8-9pm) 

Please Pray for: 
Arlette Tieno 

Bonnie Greenwald 
Jean Rose 

Melody Elder 
Gregory Damian 
Claudia Damian 
Walter Faubion 

Charles and Mary Gaylord 
Michael Cummings 

Rose Pratt 
Mike Gibbons 
Lee Ann Vitali 

Christine Baisden 
Bobbie Muldoon  
Scott Sangster  
Bibian Sangster 
Gloria Blackelk 

Scott Gibbs 
Brandon and Jacinda Baxter  

Stephanie Rippe, (niece of Betty 
Cummings)  

Colonel Gary Dettling  
Alba Pinzani  

Delores Oakley  
Andrea Mendoza  

Cindy Marie Remski  
Janet Shurtliff  
Luke Chisnell  
David Gaylord 
Danielle Lopez 

Joe Schim and his family 

The Repose of the Soul: 
♰Triscia Beasley

Prayer Tree Note: Please let us know of any status updates 
regarding people who are being prayed for.

The Rosary is being prayed 20 mins before each weekend 
Mass and after weekday Masses until election day for 
the defeat of Proposal 3. Please join us! #fightlikeheaven

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


For the week of November 24th 

brothers who served in the military 

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, September 18, 2022 

Sunday Envelopes(54)  $2,825.00 .....
Loose Cash & Checks $64.00 .......
Welcome Envelopes(1) $2.00 ......
E-Giving $559.46 ...........................

2 

Weekly toward budget $3,450.46 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. BELOW goal $1,849.54 ...........

2 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings & Maintenance $50.00 .
Mission Appeal $1,691.00 .................
Poor Box $39.00 ...........................
Votive Candles $34.00 ..................
Coffee Hour $46.00......................

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. For the Repose of the soul 
of ♱Anna Brogley 

(Sam & Donna Hnizdor) 
2. For the Repose of the soul 

of ♱Anna Brogley 
(Jim & Marja Warner)
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Parish and Area  News
Mass for Persons with Disabilities 

On October 9, 2022, at 11:30am, St. Andrew Saline is offering Sunday Mass to 
highlight the special gifts that God gives to us in those living with “disabilities. 
Following Mass there will be fellowship and food in the parish hall provided by the 
Knights of Columbus Saline Council #6674 and the disabilities team.  Email Karen 
Berg at karenberg@mahsmi.org 

Endow Small Group Begins New Season 
Endow, a small groups study for women in their 20s and 30s, begins a new chapter and 
a new program. Starting Tuesday, October 11th, we will be studying and discussing 
Humane Vitae, Pope JPII’s encyclical on human life. Endow aims to provide 
community and fellowship for young women, Catholic or non- bring a friend, a snack 
to pass if you feel like it, and join in the discussion (you’d be amazed at how much fun 
we have even with tough topics!) Meetings run from 7:00 to 8:30pm at St. Mary’s in 
the Fr. Fisher Hall. We meet the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month, so mark your 
calendars for Oct. 11th and 25th, Nov. 8th (vote then come hang out with us!) and 22nd, 
and Dec 13th (special Christmas party meeting!) and 27th. For any questions, contact 
Katie Gouwens at katierem@gmail.com. 

Public Square Rosary Rally 
On the 105th Anniversary of the Miracle of the Sun in Fatima in 1917, please join us in 
praying the Rosary together in the Public Square at one of the locations listed below on 
Saturday, October 15, 2022 from 12-1pm. Together we will pray asking Our Blessed 
Mother for the conversion of sinners and peace for our nation and the world. St. Francis 
of Assisi Church 2250 E. Stadium Blvd., Ann Arbor, MI Contact Pat To at 
patwto@yahoo.com for more information. Or at Michigan Avenue and Main Street, 
Saline, MI (on the sidewalk between Brecon Grill and Benny’s). For more information 
contact: Suzanne Krisak at skrisak@peopepc.com or Rosemary Shugar at 
shugarland227@gmail.com  

Mark Your Calendars 
Due to on-going difficulties with the power at the Parish Center, the Volunteer 
Appreciation Dinner has been rescheduled for Wednesday, October 19th. Please 
continue to watch the bulletin for updates regarding the status of this event. 

Talent Survey 
Parish Council is aware that St. Mary’s has been blessed with many talented and 
gracious parishioners that are willing to do anything they can to help the Parish. 
Therefore, we have placed survey cards at the end of each pew. We would like each of 
you to take the time to fill out the card and either drop it in the collection basket or give 
it to an usher after Mass. The cards will be available in the pews for 3/4 weeks, after that 
they will be available in the back of the church. On the reverse side of the card you 
will find a place to update your contact information. This information will not be 
shared, we are trying to update Church records and it will be used for Church purposes 
only. If at any time your contact information changes please fill out a new card. 

Upcoming Choir Rehearsals 
The Church Choir will now have rehearsals in the choir loft at 7 pm. on Mondays: 
October 10th and 24th, November 14th. Christmas rehearsals will be Mondays: Nov. 
28th at 7 pm, Dec. 5th at 7:15 pm, Dec. 12th and 19th at 7 pm, and Sat. Dec. 24th at 

10:45 pm for Mass at Midnight on Dec. 25th. Please 
let Benjamin know if you have any scheduling 
conflicts. 

Join a Group…or Start One 
All Church Groups are welcoming new members. If 
you are interested please contact the organizer: 
Amazing Grays (Connie Schaffer), Knights (Martin 
Brogley), Altar Society (Marja Warner). If you 
would like to start or have ideas for a new group 
such as Euchre, Knitting, Sewing, Quilting, Book 
Club etc, please contact Connie Schaffer at 

(734)428-7271. 

Parish Family Birthdays 
Oct 2	 Ronald Fielder
............
	 Samantha Stace
.....................
Oct 5	 OrLynn Kouba
.............
Oct 6	 James Achtenberg
.............
	 Carol Moretto
......................
Oct 7	 Martin Brogley
.............
Oct 8	 George Kuboff
.............
	 Larry McGee......................

Altar Flowers  
October 2, 2022 

♱Joseph & ♱Helen 
Germek 

[Kathy & Martin Brogley] 

mailto:karenberg@mahsmi.org
mailto:skrisak@peopepc.com

