
This is a marvelous parable if only because it’s so 
realistic. There are only two actors on the stage, 
a judge and a widow. Off stage, somewhere out 

of sight there is an adversary who has cheated this woman 
and somehow is convinced only the strong survive. The 
judge “neither fears God nor respects man.” In other words, 
he doesn’t believe in God so he 
has no fear that God will be his 
judge in the end. In Jesus’ day, 
widows were the most powerless 
and vulnerable. And in one way or 
another, she has been ripped off. 
Someone has taken advantage of 
her weakness. So, she comes to 
the judge with her complaint. But 
he turns a deaf ear and tells her to 
go away. So, what’s this poor 
widow to do? Does she lose heart, 
and give up? No. She kept coming 
to him. She is persistent. She is 
like Jacob who wrestles and 
wrestles and “will not let go until 
you bless me.” (Gn 32:26). 


In her weakness, this widow 
has power. It is the power of 
persistence. The unjust judge will 
give this woman justice, not 
because he cares for this woman but only because it is in 
his own best interest to give her justice to avoid 
embarrassment by daily coming to his office. The unjust 
judge of this parable wears many disguises today in our 
society: prejudice, hatred, fear, terminal disease, economic 
systems, death, grief, addiction. Regardless of the disguise 
the unjust judge neither fears God nor respects people.


Today the widow in Jesus’ parable represents all who 
pray for and demand a new life. They hope things will 
change. They seek something different for their life, 
something other than what they have right now. Day after 
day it is the same, nothing changes. It is not right. They 
know it, we know it, and God knows it. They live and some 
have died standing before the unjust judge. Standing before 
the unjust judge, life seems big, powerful, and 
overwhelming. You feel small, powerless, and alone. There 

is no one to defend or represent you. You stand by yourself 
unsure what to believe about life or yourself. No matter 
what you do or say nothing changes, nothing works. You 
don’t know what else to do so, like the widow in Jesus’ 
parable, day after day you cry out. That is the widow’s story 
in today’s parable, in today’s world, sometimes even in our 

own life. 

So what do we do when we stand 
before the unjust judge? Some will get 
angry and fight back becoming as 
hardened and unjust as the judge 
himself. Some will give up and believe 
what the unjust judge says, believing 
that is the final reality of life and it will 
never get better. Others will blame and 
accuse God of being the unjust judge. 
There are a few, however, who will 
discover and trust the widow’s faith. 
“Pray always and do not lose heart,” 
Jesus says. That is the widow’s faith. 
Day after day she shows up. Day after 
day she speaks of the injustice done to 
her. Day after day she holds her pain 
before the judge, the world, and God.

To pray always does not mean giving 
God a “to do” list and then sitting back 
expect ing God to magica l ly f ix 

everything. To pray always means that we offer our cry to 
God and then we do whatever we can to bring about the 
change we seek, trusting that God also is already doing 
what God needs to do. Maybe that means we seek 
counseling or a support group. We feed the hungry. We 
offer compassion to the grieving. We speak and teach 
against hatred and prejudice, injustice, respecting the 
dignity of every human being. We strive for justice and 
peace. We make our case not just before God but with 
God. We join God in the fight for justice.


Some wrongly believe that prayer is about convincing, 
persuading, or wearing down God so God will do what we 
ask. It is the idea that God is out there somewhere and not 
here, that God is either unaware or uncaring about us and 
this world. So we have to persuade God to show up and 
act. That is not what it means to pray 
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Let us rejoice! Lillian Rose, daughter of Nathan and 
Nicole Bossory, was baptized Sunday, October 9th 
during 8:30am Mass.



always. God is nothing like the unjust judge. God sees 
our suffering. God hears our cries. Who Himself suffered 
such injustice as has never been, who was tried by 
corrupt and politically minded judges, although He was 
totally innocent, was unjustly punished.


The widow’s faith always involves waiting. The widow 
does not wait on God. She waits with God. To pray 
always is what keeps her from losing heart. It keeps her 
showing up day after day trusting that God sees, hears, 
and acts. 


To pray always is what keeps us, in thought, word, 
and deed, present to and in relationship with God so that 
when God does act, we will be there. Imagine the tragedy 
if one day the widow gave up. She just could not stand 
another day of crying out, pointing to the injustice of her 
life, holding her pain for the world to see, so she gave up 
and that was the day the judge ruled, that was the day life 
changed. I wonder how much of God’s life, love, 
compassion, forgiveness, and healing we have missed 
because we did not show up. 


To pray always is what insures we are present so that 
when the Son of Man comes, He will find faith on earth. 
He will find us, the widows of the world who refused to let 
the unjust judge have the final say. Dear brothers and 
sisters, to live the widow’s faith may be some of the most 
difficult and necessary work we do. Pray always and do 
not lose heart. We persist in praying because we know 
that our Judge is faithful to His Word and promise. We 
persist in speaking against injustice wherever it happens 
trusting that justice will be done by the Lord. We persist in 
praying for our adversary that he might yet repent and be 
forgiven and be justified before God. We persist in 
returning to the altar to hear the voice of the Judge, to 
receive the justice He carried out for us in His body and 
blood, and to be reminded that the victory is already ours 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. ❖

SAT., OCTOBER 15 St. Teresa of Jesus, Virgin and Doctor
Eph 1:15-23/Lk 12:8-12 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 

5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Joyce Stein 
[June & Walter Faubion]

SUN., OCTOBER 16 Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Ex 17:8-13/2 Tm 3:14—4:2/Lk 
18:1-8 

Confessions 8:00-8:15am and 10:00-10:15am 
8:30 am Mass: For the People  
10:30 am Mass: ♰Duane Beuerle 

[Elizabeth Beuerle]

MON., OCTOBER 17 St. Ignatius of Antioch, bishop and martyr

Eph 2:1-10/Lk 12:13-21 No Mass Today at St. Mary 
3:30 pm Religious Education Classes K-8 - PC 
6:30 pm Staff Meeting - FFH 
7:00 pm Evangelization Team Meeting - FFH

TUES., OCTOBER 18 St. Luke, evangelist

2 Tm 4:10-17b/Lk 10:1-9 8:30 am Mass:  In loving memory of  
     ♰Victoria Curley 

[John Curley Family]
WED., OCTOBER 19 Sts. John de Brebeuf and Isaac Jogues

Eph 3:2-12/Lk 12:39-48 8:30 am Mass: ♰Joyce Stein 
[Marge Scully]

THURS., OCTOBER 20 Weekday/St. Paul of the Cross, Priest

Eph 3:14-21/Lk 12:49-53 8:30 am Mass: ♰Gerald Brogley 
[Martin & Kathy Brogley]

FRI., OCTOBER 21 Weekday

Eph 4:1-6/Lk 12:54-59 8:30 am Mass: ♰Duane Beuerle 
[Elizabeth Beuerle]

SAT., OCTOBER 22 Weekday/St. John Paul II, Pope; BVM
Eph 4:7-16/Lk 13:1-9 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 

5:00 pm Vigil Mass: For the People
SUN., OCTOBER 23 Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sir 35:12-14, 16-18/2 Tm 
4:6-8, 16-18/Lk 18:9-14 

Confessions 8:00-8:15am and 10:00-10:15am 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Joe Kirk 

[Bill & Astrida Punches]  
10:30 am Mass: ♰David Roncoli 

[Bill & Astrida Punches]

Fr. Bosco’s article continued from page 1

Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: 

Call (734)994-8863 or the 24-hour hotline 
800-712-HELP 

or visit arbor woman.com/abortion/

“AA” group meets Tuesdays at 
7:00 pm - United Methodist 
Church, 501 Ann Arbor St.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those 
struggling with same sex attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families and 
friends of ‘Courage’ clients. 

Call 810-231-9199 ext. 202

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or 
email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Please Pray for: 
Arlette Tieno 

Bonnie Greenwald 
Jean Rose 

Melody Elder 
Gregory Damian 
Claudia Damian 
Walter Faubion 

Charles and Mary Gaylord 
Michael Cummings 

Rose Pratt 
Mike Gibbons 
Lee Ann Vitali 

Christine Baisden 
Bobbie Muldoon  
Scott Sangster  
Gloria Blackelk 

Brandon and Jacinda Baxter  

Stephanie Rippe, (niece of Betty 
Cummings)  

Colonel Gary Dettling  
Alba Pinzani  

Delores Oakley  
Andrea Mendoza  

Cindy Marie Remski  
Janet Shurtliff  
Luke Chisnell  
David Gaylord 
Danielle Lopez 

Joe Schim and his family 
Amber and Colby 

Sylvie’s Aunt Suzanne 
The Repose of the Soul: 

♰Valinda Pudelek 
♰Mary McGuckin 

Prayer Tree Note: Please let us know of any status updates 
regarding people who are being prayed for.

The Rosary is being prayed 20 mins before each weekend 
Mass and after weekday Masses until election day for 

the defeat of Proposal 3. Please join us! #fightlikeheaven

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


For the week of November 24th 

brothers who served in the military 

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, October 2, 2022 

Sunday Envelopes(52)  $3,290.00 .....
Loose Cash & Checks $186.00 .......
Welcome Envelopes(4) $80.00 ......
E-Giving $687.64 ...........................
All Saints’ Day $5.00 ..................
All Souls’ Day $85.00 ...................

2 

Weekly toward budget $4,333.64 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. BELOW goal $966.36 ...........

2 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings & Maintenance $310.00 .
USA Evang. Appeal $30.00 ..........
Poor Box $23.00 ...........................
Votive Candles $41.00..................

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. Prayerful wishes of  
Virginia Johnson 

(A.F. Riend) 
2. Prayerful wishes of  

Marlene Lentz 
(A.F. Riend)
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Parish and Area  News
Endow Small Group Begins New Season 

Endow, a small groups study for women in their 20s and 30s, began a new chapter and 
a new program: studying and discussing Humane Vitae, Pope JPII’s encyclical on 
human life. Meetings start at 7:00pm in the Fr. Fisher Hall. We meet the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday of each month, so mark your calendars for Oct. 25th, Nov. 8th and 22nd, and 
Dec 13th and 27th. For any questions, contact Katie Gouwens at katierem@gmail.com. 

Rosary Run 
The Annual Rosary Run will be held on Saturday, October 22nd following 5pm Mass. 
Those wanting to walk or run will meet outside, those wishing to join in prayer can do 
so in the church. Refreshments will be available. 

Seeking Altar Servers 
Fr. Bosco would like to invite the men and boys of the parish who have already 
received First Holy Communion to consider serving the parish as altar servers. The 
training will be provided. Please contact Fr. Bosco if you have any questions.  

Change Your Calendars 
The electrical work at the Parish Center will not begin until October 18th. Therefore the 
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner has been rescheduled for Wednesday, November 9th. 
Please continue to watch the bulletin for updates regarding the status of this event. 

Altar Society Wreath Sale 
It's that time of year. Our beautiful decorated wreaths, grave blankets, and grave pillows 
will be available again. This is not really a fundraiser, but we do this as a service for the 
Parish and community. It is a convenient way to get top quality greenery for the holiday 
season. The items are so fresh, I don't think about taking my wreath down until Valentines 
Day. Look for the order forms starting Oct. 22nd and 23rd.  Orders need to be returned 
by Sunday, Nov. 13, 2022.  

Upcoming Choir Rehearsals 
The Church Choir will now have rehearsals in the choir loft at 7 pm. on Mondays: 
October 24th, November 14th. Christmas rehearsals will be Mondays: Nov. 28th at 7 
pm, Dec. 5th at 7:15 pm, Dec. 12th and 19th at 7 pm, and Sat. Dec. 24th at 10:45 pm 
for Mass at Midnight on Dec. 25th. Please let Benjamin know if you have any 
scheduling conflicts. 

Still Unsure About Proposal 3?   
Are you or someone you love on the fence about Proposal 3 or even think you might 
vote yes? Are you concerned that women will not be able to get the vital life-saving 
care that they’ll need in cases of ectopic pregnancies or miscarriage? Do you have 
questions and would like to hear from doctors, lawyers, or just someone who aligns 
better with your political convictions, people that aren’t on the Right? Please attend 
and bring friends and relatives to one of the upcoming Town Hall Meetings and get 
clarity on what Proposal 3 will mean for the State of Michigan. Meetings start at 
7pm. ALL are welcome! 
Tuesday, October 18th: Queen of the Miraculous Medal, Jackson 
Thursday, October 20th: St. Mary Cathedral, Lansing 
Tuesday, October 25th: St. Joseph, Dexter 
Thursday, October 27th: St. Andrew, Saline 

Trunk or Treat   
Please join St. Louis Center for a FREE community event on Wednesday, October 
26th. Dinner will be served in the gym at 5pm followed by spooky games and a 
haunted house. Trunk or Treating will begin in the parking lot at 6pm. A prize will be 
awarded for best decorated trunk. Sponsorships are available. Contact Tom if you have 
questions 734-475-8430 or thomasa@stlouiscenter.org  

St. Andrew Catholic School Update  
St. Andrew Catholic School is excited to announce that it will offer grades PreK-6 for 
the 2023-24 school year. In 2024-25, grade 7 will be added and the year after, grade 8 
will be added. Registration for the 3 parishes will open on November 1st. Registration 
for all others will begin on November 15th. Please visit the school website page for 
more information: standrewsaline.org/school  

Parish Family Birthdays 
Oct 16	 Amelia Woods 
...........
Oct 17	 Anita Greca
...........
	 Constance Schaffer
.......................
Oct 19	 Paul Gross
..........
Oct 21	 Giuliana Brothers
...........
	 Cyprian Dahl
......................
Oct 22	 Sarah Laskowski
...........
	 Andrew Nashif......................

Altar Flowers  
October 16, 2022 

♱Edwin Walz 
[Judy Walz] 

Find more area news and events 
on the parish website: 
stmarymanchester.org

mailto:thomasa@stlouiscenter.org
http://standrewsaline.org/school

