
In our text for today, we are introduced to two men who 
have gone to the Temple to pray. The first man is a 
Pharisee. He stands up and prays: “God, I thank you that I 
am not like other men, extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax 
collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes 
of all that I get”. But Our Lord warns us 
at the end of the parable of God’s great 
reversal: “For everyone who exalts 
himself will be humbled, but the one who 
humbles himself will be exalted” (Luke 
19:14b). 


This parable is not about the bad 
Pharisee and the good tax collector. The 
people of Jesus’ day would have seen it 
as just the opposite. Pharisees were 
respected, educated, pious, faithful and 
holy. They did what was right. The tax 
collector, however, was the worst kind of 
a crook - a legal one. He colluded with 
the Roman Empire to extort money from 
his own people. He was a bad guy, 
despised and feared. The difference is 
that the Pharisee keeps score and the 
tax collector cries out, “God be merciful 
to me, a sinner!” The tax collector went 
home justified, not because he was good 
or better than the Pharisee, he wasn’t, 
but because he offered God a dead life 
not a scorecard. God did not withhold 
anything from the Pharisee, we don’t see 
he is asking for anything. For the tax 
collector God’s mercy has opened the 
door to a new life, a new world, a new 
self-understanding, a new relationship 
with God.


When we say Pharisaism today we are not talking 
about the Jewish people or Judaism. We are talking about 
the human tendency to codify, solidify, and narrow our 
thinking and being into just one right way, my way. So this 
Pharisaism is not about a particular people or a particular 
religious tradition. It’s the human condition that infects all 
people and all religious traditions. It is as real today as it 

was in Jesus’ day. It deceives us into trusting in ourselves, 
seeing ourselves as righteous and regarding others with 
contempt. 


When I play the Pharisee, the one right 
way is always my way, or my country’s 
way, my political party’s way, my religion’s 
way, my church’s way. When I play 
Pharisee, I look at the outside of another 
human being and make conclusions and 
judgments about his or her insides. 
Looking through the lens of my way I take 
his or her appearance, actions and 
behaviors, lifestyle and life choices, faith, 
bel iefs and pract ices, and make 
conclusions and judgments about his or 
her value and worth, dignity, motives and 
desires, intelligence and abilities, holiness 
and goodness. Those conclusions and 
judgments are always in my favor and 
against the other. Isn’t that what the 
Pharisee is doing to the tax collector in 
today’s Gospel (Luke 19:9-14)? “God, I 
thank you that I am not like other people: 
thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like 
this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give 
a tenth of all my income.” Thank you that I 
am not like them and that I do it the right 
way. 

The Pharisee sees only the outside of the 
tax collector. He has no idea about that 
man’s fears and hopes, his dreams and 
aspirations, his pain and struggles. You 
may not pray like the Pharisee but have 

you ever expressed those kinds of opinions 
in conversation? Have you ever kept those 
thoughts to yourself in silent self-

righteousness? It is a beautiful parable that stops us and 
brings us face to face with the reality of our life and 
relationship with God. And we want to go home justified like 
the tax collector was justified by the mercy of God.


If I opened myself to the life of another, if I truly 
identified with the other at a deep interior level, if I loved the 
other as myself, if I allowed the Christ in 
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You may have noticed that the front steps to 
the church are currently under construction. 
Please use the side entrance of the church 
until the project is complete.



me to see and honor the 
Christ in her or him would I 
still stand off by myself 
thanking God that I am not 
like them? No. I don’t think I 
could do that and I don’t think 
you could either. Instead, our 
hearts would break for love of 
them, our eyes would weep 
with compassion for them, our 
h e a d s w o u l d n o d w i t h 
understanding and in solidarity with them, and ou r 
hands would reach out for our brother or sister. 


That’s exactly what God is doing in Jesus. In Jesus 
God chose to stand outside God’s self and in human life, 
to see with our eyes, to feel with our hands, to love with 
our hearts. Are we unwilling to do that for each other? In 
Christ, God not only lives and experiences human life but 
invites humanity to live and experience divine life. He 
asks us to stand outside ourselves and in the life of 
another.


Dear brothers and sisters, the Pharisee in today’s 
Gospel (Luke 18:9-14) isn’t a bad guy. He’s not wrong or 
worse than the tax collector. He’s afraid. He’s afraid to 
face the truth of his own life. So he justifies himself. The 
tax collector, however, faces the truth about himself and 
he alone goes home justified. In facing the truth of our 
lives, we open ourselves to see and honor the truth of 
another’s life. That’s the work God has given us to do and 
it is some of the hardest work we ever do. I’ve 
experienced your compassion. I’ve been moved and 
inspired by the ways you’ve reached out to others. That’s 
a choice we make every time we encounter another 
human being, whether it is family, friend, stranger, or 
enemy. It’s a choice we will make when we leave here 
today having been told, “Go in peace to love and serve 
the Lord.” ❖

SAT., OCTOBER 22 Weekday/St. John Paul II, Pope; BVM
Eph 4:7-16/Lk 13:1-9 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 

5:00 pm Vigil Mass: For the People
SUN., OCTOBER 23 Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sir 35:12-14, 16-18/2 Tm 
4:6-8, 16-18/Lk 18:9-14 

Confessions 8:00-8:15am and 10:00-10:15am 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Joe Kirk 

[Bill & Astrida Punches]  
10:30 am Mass: ♰David Roncoli 

[Bill & Astrida Punches]
MON., OCTOBER 24 Weekday/St. Anthony Mary Claret, Bishop

Eph 4:32—5:8/Lk 13:10-17 12:10 pm Mass: ♰Ron Driessche 
[Jim & Ella Landini]  

3:30 pm Religious Education Classes K-8 - PC 
7:00 pm Choir Practice - Choir Loft

TUES., OCTOBER 25 Weekday

Eph 5:21-33/Lk 13:18-21 8:30 am Mass: ♰Mariam Ouedraogo 
[Bill & Astrida Punches] 

7:00 pm ENDOW Young Women’s Meeting - FFH
WED., OCTOBER 26 Weekday

Eph 6:1-9/Lk 13:22-30 8:30 am Mass: In loving memory for my  
     husband ♰Chuck Cornell 

[Kathy Cornell] 
7:00 pm Cemetery Board Meeting - FFH

THURS., OCTOBER 27 Weekday

Eph 6:10-20/Lk 13:31-35 8:30 am Mass: In loving memory of  
     ♰Victoria Curley 

[John Curley Family]
FRI., OCTOBER 28 Sts. Simon and Jude, Apostles

Eph 2:19-22/Lk 6:12-16 8:30 am Mass: For the repose of the soul of  
     ♰Joe Kirk 

[Jeff & Connie Schaffer]
SAT., OCTOBER 29 Weekday/BVM
Phil 1:18b-26/Lk 14:1, 7-11 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 

5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Joyce Stein 
[Anonymous]

SUN., OCTOBER 30 Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

Wis 11:22—12:2/2 Thes 1:11
—2:2/Lk 19:1-10 

Confessions 8:00-8:15am and 10:00-10:15am 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Eddie Walz 

[Elizabeth Beuerle]  
10:30 am Mass: For the people

Fr. Bosco’s article continued from page 1

Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: 

Call (734)994-8863 or the 24-hour hotline 
800-712-HELP 

or visit arbor woman.com/abortion/

“AA” group meets Tuesdays at 
7:00 pm - United Methodist 
Church, 501 Ann Arbor St.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those 
struggling with same sex attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families and 
friends of ‘Courage’ clients. 

Call 810-231-9199 ext. 202

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or 
email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Please Pray for: 
Ray Kemner 

Virginia VanSickle 
Rosemary Desborough 

Arlette Tieno 
Bonnie Greenwald 

Jean Rose 
Melody Elder 

Gregory Damian 
Claudia Damian 
Walter Faubion 

Charles and Mary Gaylord 
Michael Cummings 

Rose Pratt 
Mike Gibbons 
Lee Ann Vitali 

Christine Baisden 
Bobbie Muldoon  

Scott Sangster  
Gloria Blackelk 

Brandon and Jacinda Baxter  
Colonel Gary Dettling  

Alba Pinzani  
Delores Oakley  

Andrea Mendoza  
Cindy Marie Remski  

Janet Shurtliff  
Luke Chisnell  
David Gaylord 
Danielle Lopez 

Joe Schim and his family 
Amber and Colby 

Sylvie’s Aunt Suzanne 
The Repose of the Soul: 

♰Bernice Barc 
♰Larry Wood

Altar Flowers  
October 23, 2022 

In loving memory of 
♱Wilhelm Lamparter 

Inge’s father 
[Inge & Pete Roncoli] 

Prayer Tree Note: Please let us know of any status updates 
regarding people who are being prayed for.

The Rosary is being prayed 20 mins before each weekend 
Mass and after weekday Masses until election day for 

the defeat of Proposal 3. Please join us! #fightlikeheaven

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


For the week of November 24th 

brothers who served in the military 

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, October 9, 2022 

Sunday Envelopes(64)  $5,557.00 .....
Loose Cash & Checks $180.00 .......
Welcome Envelopes(1) $200.00 ......
E-Giving $411.97 ...........................

2 

Weekly toward budget $6,348.97 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. ABOVE goal $1,048.97 ............

2 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings & Maintenance $225.00 .
E-Giving B & M $899.00 ................
E-USA Evang. Appeal $100.00 .......
Poor Box $210.00 ...........................
Votive Candles $27.00..................

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. ♱ Ben Bolton 
(Tim & Kim Gouwens) 

2. The Shurtliff Family 
(Tim & Kim Gouwens)
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Parish and Area  News
Endow Small Group Begins New Season 

Endow, a small groups study for women in their 20s and 30s, began a new chapter and 
a new program: studying and discussing Humane Vitae, Pope JPII’s encyclical on 
human life. Meetings start at 7:00pm in the Fr. Fisher Hall. We meet the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday of each month, so mark your calendars for Oct. 25th, Nov. 8th and 22nd, and 
Dec 13th and 27th. For any questions, contact Katie Gouwens at katierem@gmail.com. 

Seeking Altar Servers 
Fr. Bosco would like to invite the men and boys of the parish who have already 
received First Holy Communion to consider serving the parish as altar servers. The 
training will be provided. Please contact Fr. Bosco if you have any questions.  

Upcoming Holy Day Notes 
November 1st is All Saints’ Day and a Holy Day of obligation. Religious Education 
classes will be cancelled on Monday, October 31st. Holy Day Masses will be 
celebrated Monday, October 31st at 7pm, Tuesday, November 1st at 8:30am and 
7pm. Fr. Bosco will be blessing the graves at St. Mary cemetery immediately following 
8:30am Mass on Wednesday, November 2nd, All Souls’ Day. There will be a special 
Mass celebrated on November 2nd for the repose of the souls of the deceased members 
of the Knights of Columbus Council #4354. The Mass will be at 7pm.  

Event Cancelled 
The Volunteer Appreciation Dinner has been cancelled, but will return next year. 

Altar Society Wreath Sale 
It's that time of year. Our beautiful decorated wreaths, grave blankets, and grave pillows 
will be available again. This is not really a fundraiser, but we do this as a service for the 
Parish and community. It is a convenient way to get top quality greenery for the holiday 
season. The items are so fresh, I don't think about taking my wreath down until Valentines 
Day. Order forms can be found in the entryway of the church and must be returned by 
Sunday, Nov. 13, 2022.  

Upcoming Choir Rehearsals 
The Church Choir will now have rehearsals in the choir loft at 7 pm. on Mondays: 
October 24th, November 14th. Christmas rehearsals will be Mondays: Nov. 28th at 
7 pm, Dec. 5th at 7:15 pm, Dec. 12th and 19th at 7 pm, and Sat. Dec. 24th at 10:45 
pm for Mass at Midnight on Dec. 25th. Please let Benjamin know if you have any 
scheduling conflicts. 

Still Unsure About Proposal 3?   
Are you or someone you love on the fence about Proposal 3 or even think you might 
vote yes? Are you concerned that women will not be able to get the vital life-saving 
care that they’ll need in cases of ectopic pregnancies or miscarriage? Do you have 
questions and would like to hear from doctors, lawyers, or just someone who aligns 
better with your political convictions, people that aren’t on the Right? Please attend 
and bring friends and relatives to one of the upcoming Town Hall Meetings and get 
clarity on what Proposal 3 will mean for the State of Michigan. Meetings start at 
7pm. ALL are welcome! Tuesday, October 25th: St. Joseph, Dexter or Thursday, 
October 27th: St. Andrew, Saline 

Trunk or Treat   
Please join St. Louis Center for a FREE community event on Wednesday, October 
26th. Dinner will be served in the gym at 5pm followed by spooky games and a 
haunted house. Trunk or Treating will begin in the parking lot at 6pm. A prize will be 
awarded for best decorated trunk. Sponsorships are available. Contact Tom if you 
have questions 734-475-8430 or thomasa@stlouiscenter.org  

St. Andrew Catholic School Update  
St. Andrew Catholic School is excited to announce that it will offer grades PreK-6 for 
the 2023-24 school year. In 2024-25, grade 7 will be added and the year after, grade 8 
will be added. Registration for the 3 parishes will open on November 1st. Registration 
for all others will begin on November 15th. Please visit the school website for more 
information: standrewsaline.org/school  

Parish Family Birthdays 
Oct 22	 Sarah Laskowski
...........
	 Andrew Nashif
......................
Oct 26	 George Daubner 
...........
Oct 27	 Megan Dobis
...........
Oct 31	 Betty Cummings
...........
	 Frank Pohs
......................

Find more area news and events on the parish website: stmarymanchester.org

Mass of Remembrance  
The Diocese of Lansing 
cordially invites families who 
have lost a child—whether 
through miscarriage or other 
tragedy—to attend a Mass of 
Remembrance at St. Mary 
Star of the Sea, Jackson, 
presided over by Fr. Nelson, 
on Saturday, November 19th 
at 2:00pm, followed by a 
small reception in the parish 
hall. If you would like 
to attend, please 
register by scanning 
this QR Code: 

mailto:thomasa@stlouiscenter.org
http://standrewsaline.org/school

