
In today's Gospel, Zacchaeus refuses to be lost in the 
crowd. He is possessed with an intense desire to see 
Jesus. He refuses to run away from who he is. 

Instead, he runs ahead of the crowd and climbs a tree. 
Everyone could see what he was doing. St. Luke says he 
did that so he could see Jesus. Jesus stopped and “looked 
up” at Zacchaeus. Jesus looked up to him with love and 
acceptance. Jesus looked up and invited Himself into 
Zacchaeus’ home, into his life. Jesus saw more than a chief 
tax collector, a rich man, and 
a man short in stature. He 
s a w w h a t Z a c c h a e u s 
couldn’t see for himself. He 
saw one of His own. 


In the eyes of the crowd 
Zacchaeus is a sinner. In his 
own eyes he is a man short 
in stature physically and 
socially due to his job - he is 
a chief tax collector for the 
Roman government, and so 
was an outcast to his own 
people. He had no standing 
in society because there was 
a great deal of dishonesty 
that was associated with the 
practice of this job. He was 
looked down upon and despised by all. But in the eyes of 
Jesus, Zacchaeus is a Son of Abraham. Zacchaeus was 
sought, seen, and saved. The lost one had been found.


That’s what we do when we are short in stature 
emotionally. We want to see, we want to be seen by Jesus. 
We want to be recognized and called by name by the God 
who created us. We want to know that despite what has 
become of our life we too are children of Abraham. We want 
Jesus to call us into a new life, this is our day because 
that’s the promise today’s Gospel holds for each one of us. 
Whatever it is that has made you short in stature and run 
you up the tree, that’s the place where Jesus stops, looks 
up with love and acceptance, and calls you back down into 
a new life. Let’s not turn away from that place. Let’s not turn 
away from the face of Christ. 


The name Zacchaeus means “pure,” “clean,” or 
“innocent.” That’s the greater truth. For many years it 
appears that he did not live up to his name, but as we read 
our passage, all of that changed when Jesus came to his 
life. That’s what Jesus saw in Zacchaeus. It’s what He sees 
in you and me, even when we don’t see it in ourselves or 
each other. He looks up and calls us back to our truest 
selves. “Zacchaeus,” Jesus says to us, “you come down 
here right now. That’s not who you are. That’s not your 

place. You come down. I 
want to stay with you in 
your home today. Jesus 
g a v e b a c k t o  i t s 
owner  the dignity  that 
he had lost and restored 
his sense of self-worth. 
Jesus gave him a new 
l i fe . By  making no 
d e m a n d s o n 
Z a c c h a e u s , J e s u s 
gave  him a feeling of 
acceptance  and a new 
direction for his life.

 While God is over here 
changing lives, self-

righteous people mumble 
about what went wrong, 

rabbi Jesus going to a sinner’s house. But Zacchaeus stood 
up and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord!  now I give half of my 
possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out 
of anything, I will pay back four times the amount."" The 
money that Zacchaeus most likely placed his hope in, a 
hope that was never fulfilled, now means nothing to him, he 
tells Jesus that he will give half of what he had to help the 
less fortunate. Zacchaeus came to terms with his sin. It’s 
implied and obvious in our passage that Jesus impacted his 
life, that he repented. He made restoration for wrongs he 
had done. He was changed, he would never be the same 
because Jesus took the time to sit with him, to love him, 
and to show him the right way. It was an instantaneous 
conversion of the tax-collector. Our passage ends with a 
declaration from the Lord:   Jesus said to him, "Today 
salvation has come to this house, 

The Thirty-first Sunday of Ordinary Time - October 30, 2022 
“Are You Facing the Truth?” Fr. Bosco Padamattummal

(Continued on pg. 2)

The Rosary Run was small but mighty this year. Jason Young, Deb Burch, Jacob and 
Riley Bauer and their son, Fr. Bosco, the Van Hoof children, Valerie and her children 
prayed the Rosary and witnessed to life. 



because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son 
of Man came to seek and to save what was lost."


Dear brothers and sisters, Our Lord always has time 
to minister to the lost, Jesus was   busy on the way to 
Jerusalem for the feast of Passover. He had a very big job 
ahead, a very important task to fulfill: the cross. He had 
lots of responsibilities: followers, His disciples. But, He 
stopped to spend time with Zacchaeus. He was willing to 
risk His reputation with the religious community. He knew 
Zacchaeus needed Him. He knew he was ready. And 
Jesus took the time to minister to him, to impact his life 
forever. The account describes how Jesus recognized 
Zacchaeus for exactly what he was, a lost sinner in need 
of a Savior, and how God’s grace worked in Zacchaeus to 
lead him from  curiosity to repentance, conversion and 
restitution. The episode emphasizes the fact that such a 
conversion can only result from a person fully receiving 
the love, acceptance and grace offered to everyone by a 
merciful Lord. We need to accept the Divine invitation for 
repentance. We are all sinners to a greater or lesser 
degree. Jesus is inviting each one of us to total 
conversion today. Let us remember that Jesus loves us in 
spite of our ugly thoughts, broken promises, resentments 
and lusts, lack of prayer and faith. Hence, let us admit our 
sinfulness and accept God’s call to repentance, 
conversion and renewal of life. ❖

SAT., OCTOBER 29 Weekday/BVM

Phil 1:18b-26/Lk 14:1, 7-11 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Joyce Stein 

[Anonymous]

SUN., OCTOBER 30 Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

Wis 11:22—12:2/2 Thes 1:11
—2:2/Lk 19:1-10 

Confessions 8:00-8:15am and 10:00-10:15am 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Eddie Walz 

[Elizabeth Beuerle]  
10:30 am Mass: For the people

MON., OCTOBER 31 Weekday

Phil 2:1-4/Lk 14:12-14 (485) 12:10 pm Mass: ♰Mike Miner 
[Jim & Ella Landini]  

7:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰James Shafer 
[Patricia Shafer]

TUES., NOVEMBER 1 ALL SAINTS’ DAY

Rv 7:2-4, 9-14/1 Jn 3:1-3/Mt 
5:1-12a 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Lucas Millenbach 
[The Achtenberg Family] 

7:00 pm Mass: For the people

WED., NOVEMBER 2 All Souls Day

Any readings from no. 668 or 
from the Masses for the Dead 
(1011-1016) 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Joyce Stein 
[Shirley Cabla & Joyce Lancaster] 

Blessing of graves immediately after 8:30am Mass 
7:00 pm Mass: ♰Deceased Members of Knights 
of Columbus Council #4354 

[KofC]

THURS., NOVEMBER 3 Weekday/St. Martin De Porres

Phil 3:3-8a/Lk 15:1-10 8:30 am Mass: ♰Bud Jacob 
[Karl & Margaret Jacob]

FRI., NOVEMBER 4 St. Charles Borromeo/First Friday

Phil 3:17—4:1/Lk 16:1-8 8:30 am Mass: In loving memory of  
     ♰Victoria Curley 

[John Curley Family] 
Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament following Mass 
8:00 pm Confessions on First Friday 
10:00 pm Benediction 

SAT., NOVEMBER 5 Weekday/First Saturday; BVM

Phil 4:10-19/Lk 16:9-15 8:30 am First Saturday Mass: ♰Joe Kirk 
[Bill & Astrida Punches] 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: For the people

SUN., NOVEMBER 6 Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time

2 Mc 7:1-2, 9-14/2 Thes 2:16
—3:5/Lk 20:27-38 or 20:27, 
34-38 

Confessions 8:00-8:15am and 10:00-10:15am 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Joyce Steinz 

[Bill & Astrida Punches] 
10:30 am Mass: ♰David Roncoli 

[Greg & Laurie Sanders]

Fr. Bosco’s article continued from page 1

Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: 

Call (734)994-8863 or the 24-hour 
hotline 800-712-HELP 

or visit arbor woman.com/abortion/

“AA” group meets Tuesdays at 
7:00 pm - United Methodist 
Church, 501 Ann Arbor St.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for 
those struggling with same sex 
attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families 
and friends of ‘Courage’ 
clients. 

Call 810-231-9199 ext. 202

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 
or email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in 
the area, please visit our 

website: 
stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Please Pray for: 
Sylvie’s Aunt Suzanne  

Lynne 
Ray Kemner 
Arlette Tieno 

Bonnie Greenwald 
Jean Rose 

Melody Elder 
Gregory Damian 
Claudia Damian 
Walter Faubion 

Charles and Mary Gaylord 
Michael Cummings 

Rose Pratt 

Mike Gibbons 
Lee Ann Vitali 

Bobbie Muldoon  
Scott Sangster  

Brandon and Jacinda Baxter  
Colonel Gary Dettling  

Alba Pinzani  
Delores Oakley  

Cindy Marie Remski  
Janet Shurtliff  
David Gaylord 
Danielle Lopez 

Joe Schim and his family 
Amber and Colby 

Prayer Tree Note: Please let us know of any status updates regarding 
people who are being prayed for.

The Rosary is being prayed 20 mins before each weekend 
Mass and after weekday Masses until election day for 

the defeat of Proposal 3. Please join us! #fightlikeheaven

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


For the week of November 24th 

brothers who served in the military 

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, October 16, 2022 

Sunday Envelopes(65)  $4,142.00 .....
Loose Cash & Checks $136.00 .......
All Saints Day(1) $20.00 ..............
All Souls’ Day(1) $20.00 ...............
E-Giving $755.06 ...........................

2 

Weekly toward budget $5,073.06 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. BELOW goal $226.94 ...........

2 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings & Maintenance $25.00 .
World Mission $20.00 ...................
Hurricane Ian $1,266.00 ...................
Poor Box $157.00 ...........................
Votive Candles $40.73..................

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. ♱ Anna Brogley 
(Tim & Kim Gouwens) 

2. ♱ Martin Sr. & ♱ Anna 
Brogley 

(Martin & Kathy Brogley)

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester MI             ❖ Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time ❖                        October 30, 2022   Pg. 3

Parish and Area  News
Endow Small Group Begins New Season 

Endow, a small groups study for women in their 20s and 30s, is studying and discussing 
Humane Vitae, Pope JPII’s encyclical on human life. Meetings start at 7:00pm in the Fr. 
Fisher Hall. We will meet on Nov. 8th and 22nd, and Dec 13th and 27th. For any 
questions, contact Katie Gouwens at katierem@gmail.com. 

Seeking Altar Servers 
Fr. Bosco would like to invite the men and boys of the parish who have already 
received First Holy Communion to consider serving the parish as altar servers. The 
training will be provided. Please contact Fr. Bosco if you have any questions.  

Upcoming Holy Day Notes 
Tuesday, November 1st is All Saints’ Day and a Holy Day of Obligation. Religious 
Education classes will be cancelled on Monday, October 31st. Holy Day Masses will 
be celebrated October 31st at 7pm, November 1st at 8:30am and 7pm. 

Blessing of the Graves 
Fr. Bosco will be blessing the graves at St. Mary Cemetery immediately following 
8:30am Mass on Wednesday, November 2nd, All Souls’ Day. There will be a special 
Mass celebrated on November 2nd for the repose of the souls of the deceased members 
of the Knights of Columbus Council #4354. The Mass will be at 7pm.  

First Friday 
This Friday, November 4th, is the First Friday of the month. Exposition and Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament will immediately follow 8:30 am Mass. Confessions will be 
heard beginning at 8:00pm and Adoration will close with Benediction at 10:00pm. Round 
out the devotions with First Saturday Mass on Saturday, November 5th at 8:30am.  

Altar Society Wreath Sale 
It's that time of year. Our beautiful decorated wreaths, grave blankets, and grave pillows 
will be available again. This is not really a fundraiser, but we do this as a service for the 
Parish and community. It is a convenient way to get top quality greenery for the holiday 
season. Order forms can be found in the entryway of the church and must be returned by 
Sunday, Nov. 13, 2022.  

Upcoming Choir Rehearsals 
The Church Choir will now have rehearsals in the choir loft at 7 pm. on Mondays: 
November 14th. Christmas rehearsals will be Mondays: Nov. 28th at 7 pm, Dec. 5th at 
7:15 pm, Dec. 12th and 19th at 7 pm, and Sat. Dec. 24th at 10:45 pm for Mass at 
Midnight on Dec. 25th. Please let Benjamin know if you have any scheduling 
conflicts.  

St. Andrew Catholic School Update  
St. Andrew Catholic School is excited to announce that it will offer grades PreK-6 for 
the 2023-24 school year. In 2024-25, grade 7 will be added and the year after, grade 8 
will be added. Registration for the 3 parishes will open on November 1st. 
Registration for all others will begin on November 15th. Please visit the school 
website for more information: standrewsaline.org/school  

Mass of Remembrance 
The Diocese of Lansing cordially invites families who have lost a child—whether 
through miscarriage or other tragedy—to attend a Mass of Remembrance at St. 
Mary Star of the Sea, Jackson, presided over by Fr. Nelson, on Saturday, 
November 19th at 2:00pm, followed by a small reception in the parish hall. If 
you would like to attend, please register by scanning this QR Code: 

Young Adult Retreat: Wonderfully Made 
Fr. John Whitlock and Dawn Hausman are offering a young adult retreat for men and 
women, ages 18-39 called: Wonderfully Made: God’s Design for Men and Women on 
Dec 2-4th at St. Francis retreat center.  We will be exploring St, John Paul II's work the 
Theology of the Body. For more information or to register. Use the following link: 
https://www.eventbee.com/v/yadewitt#/tickets 

Parish Family Birthdays 
Oct 31	 Betty Cummings
...........
	 Frank Pohs 
......................
Nov 1	 Luke Kominars
............
Nov 5	 Zipporah Schiel
............
	 Bruce Sommers
......................
Nov 6	 Matthew Brothers 
............
	 Susan Tervo
......................

Altar Flowers  
October 23, 2022 

In memory of 
 ♱JoAnn Lange 
[Caroline Lange] 

Find more area news and events on the parish website: stmarymanchester.org

http://standrewsaline.org/school

