
‘Tis the season of saints, both known 
and unknown. Over the last two weeks, 
we’ve celebrated the feasts of martyrs 
like Ignatius of Antioch and Isaac Jogues 
with his companions, the Evangelist Luke 
and the Apostles Simon and Jude (also 
martyrs), and numerous non-martyrs like 
Anthony Claret (a favorite of mine), 
Charles Borromeo, and Martin de Porres. 
Thanks to the Solemnity of All Saints, we 
honor the memory of those millions of 
holy ones who, even though not 
canonized, are in heaven awaiting our 
own arrival there.


If you’ve been following Bishop 
Boyea’s “Disciples Together on the Way” 
program, he has recently stressed getting 
to know specific saints. For example, he 
challenged us to renew our attention to 
our Baptism and Confirmation patrons, 
and to nominate a patron saint for our 
households.


As for this last, Sue and I have 
discussed what having a patron saint for 
our household might mean, since it had 
never occurred to us to have an 
intercessor for us jointly. We settled on 
St. Hildegard of Bingen, a 12th century 
Benedictine nun, because she has 
something to say to both of us. Although 
she was a mystic with visions and 
prophetic gifts, she could get her hands 
dirty. She appeals to Sue because she was interested in 
science, medicine, and gardening, and had a “green” 
philosophy of nature before “going green” became popular.  
She appeals to me because of her writings in theology and 
philosophy — like Tolkien, she invented her own language 
for taking notes — and she wrote numerous hymns (both 
the words and the music) that can still be heard in modern 
recordings. Pope Benedict XVI made her a Doctor of the 
Church.


For personal patrons, some people gravitate to certain 
saints right away, while other saints gradually grow on us as 

we get to know them. One I liked 
immediately when I was confirmed as a 
teenager was St. Dominic Savio. By age 
fourteen when he died, he had already 
achieved a high level of holiness. He 
could be fearless around some of the 
bullies in his school. His motto, “Death 
rather than sin,” appealed to me as an 
idealistic teenager. Blessed Carlo Acutis 
might appeal to today’s teens better, 
since he was computer savvy and 
devoted to the Eucharist.

     One saint that grew on me slowly is 
St. Thomas More. I became acquainted 

with him in graduate school when I served 
as stage manager for a col lege 
production of A Man for All Seasons the 
same year the movie came out. As a 
young man, Thomas thought of 
becoming a Carthusian monk, but 
decided to pursue law, like his father. He 
served the King in various capacities, in 
Parliament, in the Treasury, as a diplomat 
and a judge, and as personal secretary to 
Henry VIII. He married in his late twenties 
and had four children (three girls and a 
son); then, when his wife died, he 
remarried almost immediately and 
became stepfather to his second wife’s 
daughter from a previous marriage. 
Thanks to A Man for All Seasons, most of 

us are familiar with More’s later life and the 
events surrounding his trial for treason and his execution.


It took a long time for the Church to consider Thomas 
More as a saint — four hundred years. Yes, he was a martyr 
for the faith, but some facts about his life are still 
controversial. His methods of opposing the Lutheran revolt 
still raise eyebrows. He prevented Protestant writings from 
being imported into England, wrote numerous tracts against 
Lutheranism using language we would consider highly 
inflammatory, and as Chancellor imprisoned several 
“heretics.”  


All the same, More’s personal life 
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Sylvie Strong gave out 1,545 pieces of candy at 
the rectory on Halloween to 516 children. 
Many thanks to the generous parishioners who 
donated the candy.

Pat Flaherty, Fr. Bosco and Kelly Flaherty 
shown with Boy Scout Eoin Flaherty on 
Sunday, October 30th when he received his 
Parvuli Dei Award.



was exemplary. Far in advance of his time, he saw to it 
that his first wife and his children, especially Margaret, 
were educated in Latin, Greek, literature, and music. 
Professionally, he was scrupulously honest in his conduct 
as a lawyer, judge, councilor to the king, and Lord 
Chancellor of England. He cultivated a wide circle of 
friends, many of whom were involved in the “New 
Learning'' movement then sweeping across Europe.


What appealed to me about him, though, is how he 
grew in sanctity. To my knowledge, Thomas More never 
saw visions or heard voices or worked miracles, a fact 
that appeals to me. But he knew what his job was, and he 
did it well. He was personally devout and practiced 
various forms of physical mortification; only his daughter 
Margaret knew that he always wore a hair shirt under his 
outer clothing. These facts make him a good Catholic, 
but becoming a great saint requires heroic virtue, and I 
believe he acquired that during his imprisonment in the 
Tower of London. There, he had time to reflect on what he 
called “mine own vileness and wretchedness,’ meditating 
on the passion of Jesus, preparing for his own death, and 
nurturing a deep trust in and love of the Lord. On the 
scaffold, he could justly say that he died “the king’s good 
servant, but God’s first.” Writing in the 1920s, G.K. 
Chesterton said that St. Thomas More would be more 
important for our time than he was for his, a judgment 
that is proving true.


This is a season of saints. More than that, we live in 
an age of saints. More people have been canonically 
recognized as saints over the last century than in all 
previous ages combined. Saints are the Grand Masters of 
the Christian life. They teach us the meaning of life, how 
to handle suffering, how to persevere in love with God 
when times are good and especially when they’re bad.  


Who are your patron saints? What do they say to 
you? If you’ve forgotten, now might be a good time to 
dust off a biography and find out.  ❖

SAT., NOVEMBER 5 Weekday/First Saturday; BVM

Phil 4:10-19/Lk 16:9-15 8:30 am First Saturday Mass: ♰Joe Kirk 
[Bill & Astrida Punches] 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: For the people

SUN., NOVEMBER 6 Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time

2 Mc 7:1-2, 9-14/2 Thes 2:16
—3:5/Lk 20:27-38 or 20:27, 
34-38 

Confessions 8:00-8:15am and 10:00-10:15am 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Joyce Steinz 

[Bill & Astrida Punches] 
10:30 am Mass: ♰David Roncoli 

[Greg & Laurie Sanders]

MON., NOVEMBER 7 Weekday

Ti 1:1-9/Lk 17:1-6 12:10 pm Mass: In loving memory of  
     ♰Victoria Curley 

[John Curley Family]  
3:30-4:45 pm Religious Education K-8 - PC 
6:30 pm Staff Meeting - FFH

TUES., NOVEMBER 8 Weekday

Ti 2:1-8, 11-14/Lk 17:7-10 8:30 am Mass: ♰Eddie Walz 
[Elizabeth Beuerle] 

7:00 pm Endow Young Women’s Group - FFH

WED., NOVEMBER 9 Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 

Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/1 Cor 
3:9c-11, 16-17/Jn 2:13-22 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Joyce Stein 
[Diane Weidmayer] 

7:00 pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting - FFH

THURS., NOVEMBER 10 St. Leo the Great, Pope and Doctor

Phlm 7-20/Lk 17:20-25 8:30 am Mass: ♰Clara Cueney 
[Karl & Margaret Jacob]

FRI., NOVEMBER 11 St. Martin of Tours, Bishop

2 Jn 4-9/Lk 17:26-37 8:30 am Mass: ♰Duane Beuerle 
[Elizabeth Beuerle]

SAT., NOVEMBER 12 St. Joaaphat, Biship and Martyr

3 Jn 5-8/Lk 18:1-8 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Paula Saft 

[Pete & Inge Roncoli]

SUN., NOVEMBER 13 Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mal 3:19-20a/2 Thes 3:7-12/
Lk 21:5-19 

Confessions 8:00-8:15am and 10:00-10:15am 
8:30 am Mass: For the people  
10:30 am Mass: ♰In loving memory of MJ Kidd 

[Alice Kidd] 
Coffee Hour after each Mass by Religious Ed
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Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: 

Call (734)994-8863 or the 24-hour hotline 
800-712-HELP 

or visit arbor woman.com/abortion/

“AA” group meets Tuesdays at 
7:00 pm - United Methodist 
Church, 501 Ann Arbor St.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those 
struggling with same sex attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families and 
friends of ‘Courage’ clients. 

Call 810-231-9199 ext. 202

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or 
email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Please Pray for: 
Jamie Powers 

Cindy Kelly 
Cindy and Paul Wills 

Lynne 
Arlette Tieno 

Bonnie Greenwald 
Jean Rose 

Melody Elder 
Gregory Damian 
Claudia Damian 
Walter Faubion 

Charles and Mary Gaylord 
Michael Cummings 

Rose Pratt 
Mike Gibbons 

Lee Ann Vitali 
Bobbie Muldoon  
Scott Sangster  

Colonel Gary Dettling  
Alba Pinzani  

Delores Oakley  
Cindy Marie Remski  

Janet Shurtliff  
David Gaylord 
Danielle Lopez 

Joe Schim and his family 
Amber and Colby 

The Repose of the Soul: 
♰ Ray Kemner 
♰ Gabriel Tieno 
♰ SuzannePrayer Tree Note: Please let us know of any status updates regarding 

people who are being prayed for.

The Rosary is being prayed 20 mins before each 
weekend Mass and after weekday Masses until 

election day for the defeat of Proposal 3. Please 
join us! #fightlikeheaven

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


For the week of November 24th 

brothers who served in the military 

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, October 23, 2022 

Sunday Envelopes(49)  $3,837.00 .....
Loose Cash & Checks $273.00 .......
Welcome Envelopes(4) $71.00 ......
E-Giving(15) $1,138.96 .....................

2 

Weekly toward budget $5,319.96 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. ABOVE goal $19.96 ............

2 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
World Mission(10) $265.00 ............
Hurricane Ian(5) $165.00 ..............
Poor Box $43.00 ...........................
Votive Candles $70.00..................

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. In honor of all Veterans 
(Gerald & Mary Shaw) 

2. In memory of  
♱ Denise Dresche 

(Altar Society)
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Parish and Area  News
Holy Relics of the Saints 

Mr. Tom Feldpausch and family will share their collection and knowledge of the saints 
at Immaculate Conception Church in Milan. Sunday, November 6th at 1:00 pm in the 
church. 420 North St., Milan 48160. Visit www.iccmilan.com for more info. 

Undone Women’s Retreat 
Freedom for the Feminine Heart is the focus of this 3-day retreat. Through a series of 
talks, teachings and prayer experiences you will be invited to become “Undone in 
God’s presence.” November 10-12th at St. Patricks in Brighton. For more information 
or to register visit: https://jpiihealingcenter.org/event/undone_11-10-22/ 

Seeking Altar Servers 
Fr. Bosco would like to invite the men and boys of the parish who have already 
received First Holy Communion to consider serving the parish as altar servers. The 
training will be provided. Please contact Fr. Bosco if you have any questions.  

Wreath Sale Ends Soon 
The Altar Society Wreath Sale is well underway. Our beautiful decorated wreaths, grave 
blankets, and grave pillows will be available again. This is a convenient way to get top 
quality greenery for the holiday season. Order forms can be found in the entryway of the 
church and must be returned by Sunday, Nov. 13, 2022.  

Thanksgiving Meal and Talk 
St. Francis of Assisi’s Fifty-Five and Faster invites you to a Thanksgiving event on 
Tuesday, November 15th. Mass begins at 9:15 am.“The Three Stages of Spiritual Life: 
Aging the stage of perfection and union with God” by Fr. Roger Chikri, a priest in the 
Maronite Order of the Blessed Virgin Mary currently serving in the Ann Arbor area, will 
follow in the Parish Activity Center. A traditional turkey luncheon will be served. Sign-up 
here: www.signupgenius.com/go/thanksgiving-stfrancisa2 or call 734-821-2121. Cost is 
$12. RSVP by Nov 10, 2022. 

Upcoming Choir Rehearsals 
The Church Choir will now have rehearsals in the choir loft at 7 pm. on Monday, 
November 14th. Christmas rehearsals will be Mondays: Nov. 28th at 7 pm, Dec. 5th at 
7:15 pm, Dec. 12th and 19th at 7 pm, and Sat. Dec. 24th at 10:45 pm for Mass at 
Midnight on Dec. 25th. Please let Benjamin know if you have any scheduling 
conflicts.  

St. Andrew Catholic School Update  
St. Andrew Catholic School is excited to announce that it will offer grades PreK-6 for 
the 2023-24 school year. In 2024-25, grade 7 will be added and the year after, grade 8 
will be added. Registration for the 3 parishes is now open. Registration for all others 
will begin on November 15th. Please visit the school website for more information: 
standrewsaline.org/school  

Mass of Remembrance 
The Diocese of Lansing cordially invites families who have lost a child—whether 
through miscarriage or other tragedy—to attend a Mass of Remembrance at 
St. Mary Star of the Sea, Jackson, presided over by Fr. Nelson, on Saturday, 
November 19th at 2:00pm, followed by a small reception in the parish hall. If 
you would like to attend, please register by scanning this QR Code: 

Faith and Fellowship 
Amazing Greys will be hosting an Advent luncheon on Sunday, November 27th, the 
First Sunday of Advent, in the Fr. Fisher Hall following 10:30am Mass. There will be 
plenty of time to socialize and learn a little about the season of Advent. This will be a 
potluck. Contact Connie Schaffer with questions 734-428-7271. 

Young Adult Retreat: Wonderfully Made 
Fr. John Whitlock and Dawn Hausman are offering a young adult retreat for men and 
women, ages 18-39 called: Wonderfully Made: God’s Design for Men and Women on 
December 2nd-4th at St. Francis retreat center.  We will be exploring St, John Paul II's 
work the Theology of the Body. For more information or to register. Use the following 
link: https://www.eventbee.com/v/yadewitt#/tickets 

Parish Family Birthdays 
Nov 5	 Zipporah Schiel
............
	 Bruce Sommers
......................
Nov 6	 Matthew Brothers 
............
	 Susan Tervo
......................
Nov 7	 Aiden Doyle
............
Nov 9	 Dianna Roberts
............
Nov 10	 Matthew Burch
..........
Nov 13	 Inge Roncoli
..........

Altar Flowers  
October 23, 2022 

In loving memory of 
 ♱Ronald Boglarsky 

[Pat & Kelly Flaherty & 
Family] 

Find more area news and events on the parish website: stmarymanchester.org

https://jpiihealingcenter.org/event/undone_11-10-22/
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/thanksgiving-stfrancisa2
http://standrewsaline.org/school
https://www.eventbee.com/v/yadewitt#/tickets

