
	 “Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?” 
When I read John the Baptist’s challenge to the Pharisees 
and Sadducees coming to him for baptism, a question 
occurred to me. John has been announcing the coming of 
the Lord, presumably a good thing. What “wrath to come” 
was he talking about?  


	 The concept of God’s wrath 
is something the modern mind is 
uncomfortable with. Yet it is ever 
present in Scripture. The Old 
Testament is full of situations that 
enkindle God’s wrath. It describes His 
“jealous wrath” at Israel’s apostasy, 
His “hot anger” poured out like water 
over Judah’s immorality, a wrath that 
seeks vengeance on His adversaries. 
Lest we think that divine wrath was 
just an Old Testament idea, it 
appears often in the New Testament 
too. Jesus refers to it when he warns 
of impending wrath because of his 
people’s unbelief. According to 
John’s Gospel, divine wrath rests on 
those who do not obey the Son of 
God. St. Paul likewise speaks of 
wrath coming to the “sons of 
disobedience”. In Revelation 19, the 
figure on the white horse identified as 
the Word of God rides to “tread the 
wine press of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty.”


We understand that God doesn’t actually feel emotions 
the way we do; so when the Bible speaks of God’s wrath, 
we realize that it’s comparing God’s response to evil to 
what would arouse great anger in us. In Deuteronomy, 
Moses reminded the people of Israel that they had 
voluntarily made a covenant with God, in which they would 
be His people and He would be their God. Making that 
covenant was rather like entering a marriage. In fact, 
Scripture looked at it that way: God was the groom, Israel 
was the bride. One could hardly blame the groom for 
getting angry when he learned that his beloved bride was 
carrying on an affair with someone else. If she returned, 
God was more than ready to shower favors on her. But if 

she refused to give up the affair and return to her divine 
Husband, the consequences could get nasty. 


And so, because of Israel’s on-again-off-again 
relationship with God, prophet after prophet appeared when 
things were “off” to warn her of the “wrath to come.” That 

would be a day of judgment, “the great 
and terrible day” they came to call “the 
Day of the Lord.” That Day of the Lord 
would seem to Israel like the end of the 
world as they knew it, but what it would 
actually depend on circumstances. After 
the kingdom of Israel divided, for the 
Northern Kingdom that Day meant 
annihilation by the Assyrians. For the 
Southern Kingdom of Judah two 
centuries later, it meant successive 
waves of exile to Babylon. During his 
exile, Daniel saw visions of successive 
empires overthrown until the mysterious 
Son of Man should come to establish a 
permanent kingdom, one that would 
not pass away. In the New Testament, 
the emphasis is eschatological — the 
actual end of history. For St. Paul and 
St. Peter, the Day refers to the end of 
time, the Day of the Lord Jesus, which 

will come “like a thief” when people least 
expect it.  

The language used to describe the Day 

of the Lord is intentionally dire, to scare Hell out of us. 
Amos called it a day of “darkness and not light.” For Joel, 
“the sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to 
blood” when the “great and terrible day of the Lord comes.” 
Isaiah told Judah to “wail, for the day of the Lord is near,” a 
day of destruction. As St. Peter sees it, on the day of the 
Lord “the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the 
elements will be dissolved with fire, and the works that are 
upon it will be burned up.” Images like these passed 
beyond Scripture into Christian culture. Who can forget the 
Dies Irae, sung at funerals, warning us of “the day of wrath, 
that dreadful day” to come at the Last Judgment?


How does one flee from the wrath to come? The 
Baptist called out the Pharisees and Sadducees because 
he knew their coming to him for baptism was insincere. If 
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Lori Sanders and Judy Walz (top photo) organized the 
Amazing Greys Advent prayer service  November 27th. The 
potluck lunch and prayers were enjoyed by over 25 people.



you want to flee the wrath to come, he says, display the 
honest fruit of repentance. An insincere or half-hearted 
effort won’t do.


Advent is the first of two penitential seasons given to 
us by the Church to provide us ways to bear the fruit of 
repentance. Traditionally, we produce it through prayer, 
fasting, and almsgiving. Through prayer, we repent by 
turning to the Lord, seeking His mercy and pardon for our 
sins. Through fasting, we repent by disciplining our 
bodies and growing in physical and spiritual self-control. 
Through almsgiving, we repent by giving the poor their 
due, the support and help we owe them in justice by 
sharing what we have. Of course, it’s always possible to 
do these things thoughtlessly, automatically, or out of 
routine. In such a case, the fruit of repentance won’t 
show, because real repentance is not there. If we truly 
want to flee from the wrath to come, we must do these 
works intentionally, out of conscious love for God, for 
ourselves, and our neighbor.


Unlike Lent, Advent doesn’t mandate special days for 
fasting or penance. We’re on our own to practice some 
form of self-discipline. As we prepare ourselves and our 
families for the coming of the Lord at Christmas, let’s use 
this season to take a little more time for prayer than we 
usually do. Let’s humble our pride by doing some form of 
penance — over and above the penances we might 
receive from Confession — with physical acts of 
mortification. Let’s give something of ourselves to those 
in need, by donating time, or skill, or money where it’s 
needed. Let’s use the remainder of this Advent to take the 
Baptist’s warning to flee the wrath to come and bear the 
fruit of honest repentance. ❖

SAT., DECEMBER 3 St. Francis Xavier, Priest/First Saturday

Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Mt 9:35—
10:1, 5a, 6-8 

8:30 am First Saturday Mass: ♰David Roncoli 
[Carol Westfall] 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: For the people 

SUN., DECEMBER 4 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Is 11:1-10/Rom 15:4-9/Mt 
3:1-12 (4) 

Confessions 8:00-8:15am and 10:00-10:15am 
8:30 am Mass: For the departed souls of the       
Kondombo, Ramdé and Strong families 

[John & Beth Ball] 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Martin, Sr. & ♰Anna Brogley 

[Martin & Kathy Brogley] 

MON., DECEMBER 5 Advent Weekday

Is 35:1-10/Lk 5:17-26 12:10 pm Mass: ♰ Joyce Stein 
[Diane Wiedmayer]  

3:30-4:45 pm Religious Education K-8 - PC 
7:15 pm Choir Rehearsal - Choir Loft

TUES., DECEMBER 6 Advent Weekday/St. Nicholas, Bishop

Is 40:1-11/Mt 18:12-14 8:30 am Mass: ♰ Paula Saft 
[David & Cheryl Bauer]

WED., DECEMBER 7 St. Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor 

Is 40:25-31/Mt 11:28-30 8:30 am Mass: ♰ Anna Brogley 
[Tim & Kim Gouwens] 

7:00 pm Vigil Mass: In loving memory of  
     ♰Victoria Curley 

[John Curley Family]

THURS., DECEMBER 8 IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

Gn 3:9-15, 20/Eph 1:3-6, 
11-12/Lk 1:26-38 

[Holy Day of Obligation] 
8:30 am Mass: ♰ David Roncoli 

[Frank & Cindy Remski & Family] 
7:00 pm Mass: For the people 

FRI., DECEMBER 9 Advent Weekday/St. Juan Diego

Is 48:17-19/Mt 11:16-19 8:30 am Mass: ♰ Eddie Walz 
[Elizabeth Beuerle]

SAT., DECEMBER 10 Advent Weekday/Our Lady of Loretto

Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Mt 17:9a, 
10-13 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Alfred & ♰Lorraine 
Kwolek 

[Bill & Sandy Kwolek] 

SUN., DECEMBER 11 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Is 35:1-6a, 10/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 
11:2-11 

Confessions 8:00-8:15am and 10:00-10:15am 
8:30 am Mass: For the people 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Joseph & ♰Helen Germek 

[Martin & Kathy Brogley] 
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Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: 

Call (734)994-8863 or the 24-hour hotline 
800-712-HELP 

or visit arbor woman.com/abortion/

“AA” group meets Tuesdays at 
7:00 pm - United Methodist 
Church, 501 Ann Arbor St.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those 
struggling with same sex attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families and 
friends of ‘Courage’ clients. 

Call 810-231-9199 ext. 202

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or 
email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Please Pray for: 
Terry Salyer 

Janice Emmons 
Scott Sangster  

Angela Lee and unborn child  
Katy Conners and Teddy 

Charles Gaylord 
Seth Goodell 
Tony Ignacio 

Jamie Powers 
Cindy and Paul Wills 

Arlette Tieno 
Bonnie Greenwald 

Jean Rose 
Walter Faubion 

Michael Cummings 
Rose Pratt 

Mike Gibbons 
Lee Ann Vitali 

Bobbie Muldoon  
Colonel Gary Dettling  

Alba Pinzani  
Delores Oakley  

Cindy Marie Remski  
David Gaylord 

Joe Schim and his family 
Amber and Colby 

The Repose of the Soul: 
♰ Isabel Lopez

Prayer Tree Note: Please let us know of any status updates regarding 
people who are being prayed for.

Advent Penance Services 
Monday, December 12th - St. Andrew, Saline 
Tuesday, December 13th - St. Joseph, Dexter 
Wednesday, December 14th - St. Mary, Chelsea 
Thursday, December 15th - St. Mary, Manchester 

Services begin at 7pm each evening

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


For the week of November 24th 

brothers who served in the military 

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, November 20, 2022 

Sunday Envelopes(47)  $4,000.00 .....
Loose Cash & Checks $251.00 .......
Welcome Envelopes(1) $100.00 ......
E-Giving(4) $253.60 .......................
Christmas Décor(2) $50.00 ..........

2 

Weekly toward budget $4,654.60 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. BELOW goal $645.40 ...........

2 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings & Maintenance(1)$25.00 
Catholic Schools (11) $625.00 .......
Triennial Military (1) $150.00 ........
Evangelization Fund $60.00 .........
Poor Box $14.75 ...........................
Votive Candles $106.00..................

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. Pete Roncoli’s Birthday 
(Frank & Mary Cousino) 

2. ♱  Suzanne Bandé  &   
 ♱  Tieno Gabriel 

(Pete & Inge Roncoli)
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Parish and Area  News
Seeking Altar Servers 

Fr. Bosco would like to invite the men and boys of the parish who have already 
received First Holy Communion to consider serving the parish as altar servers. The 
training will be provided. Please contact Fr. Bosco if you have any questions.  

Upcoming Choir Rehearsals 
The Church Choir will now have rehearsals in the choir loft. Christmas rehearsals will 
be Mondays: Dec. 5th at 7:15 pm, Dec. 12th and 19th at 7 pm, and Sat. Dec. 24th at 
10:45 pm for Mass at Midnight on Dec. 25th. Please let Benjamin know if you have 
any scheduling conflicts.  

Senior Citizen Luncheon 
Riverside Intermediate School invites all senior citizens to have lunch with 3rd and 4th 
grade students Wednesday, December 7th. They promise entertainment and a 
delicious turkey dinner, including pie. The event begins at 11:00 am. No RSVP 
necessary. All seniors are welcome, no need to have grandchildren at Riverside. 

Advent Concert 
The Diocese of Lansing presents: An Evening of Lessons and Carols on Friday, 
December 9th at 6:30 pm. The event will take place at St. Mary Cathedral, 229 
Seymour Street Lansing MI 48933. 

Remember the Church  
You don’t have to wait until the last day of the year to make a year end contribution. If 
you would like to make a year end gift to the parish, please make sure they arrive at the 
office by Friday, December 30th.  

Special Needs Ministry 
The Annual Mass and Holiday Party sponsored by the Diocese of Lansing, Special 
Needs Ministry and All Faith Ministry for disABILITIES is December 11th. Mass 
starts at 2 p.m. in the St. Francis Retreat Center Chapel located at 703 E. Main Street in 
Dewitt. The Holiday Party immediately follows in the Dining Room. A catered meal 
will be provided and every individual with disabilities will receive a present! Please 
RSVP with the total number of people attending by December 4th to Cathy Blatnik, 
Coordinator of Special Needs Ministry at blatsie63@yahoo.com or at 517-381-1410. 
All are welcome! 

Christkindlmarkt is back! 
St. Thomas the Apostle, Ann Arbor will be hosting its second outdoor German 
Christmas market on Sunday, December 11th 4:30-8:30pm in the St. Thomas Church 
Plaza, 530 Elizabeth St., Ann Arbor, MI 48104. This traditional outdoor German market 
will consist of bratwurst, fried potatoes, drinks, fellowship and more! All food items 
will be sold at a minimal cost. Please bring cash! It will be the quickest and easiest 
means of payment. 

Endow Small Group 
The final meetings in 2022 for the ENDOW young women’s group will be Dec 13th 
and 27th at 7:00pm in the Fr. Fisher Hall. If you have any questions, contact Katie 
Gouwens at katierem@gmail.com. 

Poinsettias for Christmas 
We will be ordering poinsettias for the Christmas Masses from the Flower Garden. The 
cost is $20 each, please place your order no later than December 19th. Order forms are 
in the vestibule. Please contact Sue Fielder at 734-972-5652 or sfielder@umich.edu if 
you have any questions. 

Decorating Help Needed 
The Holiday Decorating Committee is recruiting volunteers to help decorate for 
Christmas. We will be working on Friday, December 23rd to bring the decorations 
from the rectory attic and basement, display the indoor nativity, change the wreaths and 
decorate the indoor trees. We are also recruiting volunteers to decorate the rectory 
porch, put up the outdoor creche, and string lights on the outdoor trees. We will monitor 
the weather and select a date and time to work outside when most convenient. Please 
call Sue Fielder at 734-972-5652 or email her at sfielder@umich.edu if you are 
available to help. 

Parish Family Birthdays 
Dec 3	 Geraldine Bonkowski
............
Dec 4	 Ryder Brothers
............
Dec 5	 Mark Ball
............
	 Lynn Miller
......................
Dec 7	 Mary Ann Gilbert
............
	 Peter Roncoli   
......................
Dec 11	 Jan Little
..........
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Find more area news and events on the parish website: stmarymanchester.org

Church Fundraiser 
University of Michigan 

Calendars by Bill Shurtliff 
available 
for a $10 
donation. 
Calendars 
and “Keep 
Christ in 

Christmas” 
car 

magnets are in the church 
vestibule. Please use box 

provided for deposits.


