
What is the most shocking part of today’s Gospel? 
What’s the thing that makes you wonder whether it really 
happened the way Matthew describes the facts? What’s the 
hardest part to believe? For most people, I suspect, the 
thing that raises questions, controversy, and debate is 
Mary’s virginity. There is no rational explanation for Jesus’ 
conception and birth. That’s where most of us get stuck 
with this reading. That’s where Joseph got stuck as well. So 
he “planned to dismiss her quietly.” Joseph has decided to 
dismiss Mary. He’ll send her away. Isn’t that what we tend 
to do when we don’t understand things? We dismiss what 
makes no sense. We turn away from possibilities that don’t 
fit with our ideas, beliefs, and experiences. Joseph knows 
what he believes and believes what he knows. And that’s 
the problem. It’s too small. It’s too narrow. It’s too limiting. I 
suspect there are times when we are probably a lot like 
Joseph.


How many relationships have been lost because it just 
didn’t make sense that the couple should be together? 
Race, money, religion, families. For whatever reason we just 
couldn’t imagine it ever working so we never gave it a 
chance. Have you ever misjudged someone because you 
couldn’t accept their explanations and later learned what 
they said was true? Think of how many arguments and 
conflicts are based on different expectations and 
experiences. We dismiss people, relationships, ideas, 
opportunities, vocations, dreams all the time because we 
don’t understand; because they do not fit our usual 
experience or expectations, because they don’t make 
sense, because the explanations are unbelievable. In 

d i s m i s s i n g w h a t 
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ourselves to something new. Sometimes that means we 
refuse to open ourselves to God.


Isn’t that what Joseph is doing when he decides to 
quietly dismiss Mary? Joseph is dismissing the mystery of 
Emmanuel, God with us. He is dismissing not just Mary but 
the Mother of God, the very one who will give God human 
flesh, a body, and the one who makes Emmanuel possible. 
That’s what often happens when we are dismissive. We 
foreclose the life and opportunities God wants to instill in us 
and through us. I wonder how often we miss our own life 
because we limit it to what we know, what’s familiar, what 
makes sense, and close ourselves to the not-knowing, to 
something new, different, or unexpected. I wonder if we 
dismiss what God imparts in us by our constant search for 
explanations and understanding rather than trusting and 
entering into the mystery. 


Ultimately, Joseph took Mary as his wife. However, he 
first had to move beyond what he understood and what 
made sense. He had to allow ‘God with us' to transcend the 
limits of his knowledge. He had to let go of trying to put it all 
in terms of a rational explanation. None of that, however, 
could happen between him and Mary. It would first have to 
happen within Joseph himself and it must first happen 
within us as well. It is a shift that happens within us.


Matthew, however, doesn’t tell us about any other 
conversation that Mary and Joseph had before Joseph 
accepted her as wife. Surely there was a lot to talk about. 
Matthew’s omission of those conversations is intentional. 
Matthew doesn’t describe any of Mary and Joseph’s 
conversations because they just don’t matter. Making sense 
of this pregnancy, figuring out and explaining how it 
happened, is not the point. 


So let me go back to where I started. What is the most 
shocking part of today’s Gospel? What makes you wonder 
if this story really is true? What is the hardest part of this 
story to believe? If Mary’s virginity is not the scandal then 
what is? The big scandal and shock of this story is not that 
a virgin is pregnant and gives birth. The real scandal is that 
God is with us in flesh and blood. The shocker is that God 
through Mary takes on flesh and blood and comes to us. 
God in flesh and blood is real. That means God is with us in 
people, relationships, ideas, opportunities, vocations, and 
dreams. 
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So why would we dismiss them? God is with you. 
God is with me. God is with them. God is with us in all the 
circumstances and situations of our life; in joy and 
sorrow; in celebration and grieving, in success and failure, 
in hope and despair; in courage and fear. That’s the point 
of this story. Sometimes, however, the truth gets lost or 
ignored in our attempts to explain how it is, to make 
sense of it, to make it conform to our understanding.


Take a moment and look at these last weeks of your 
life this year. Who are the people you’ve dismissed? What 
relationships or opportunities have you quietly 
abandoned? What dreams have you walked away from? 
Somewhere in those people, relationships, opportunities, 
and dreams there was something that made no sense. An 
explanation was lacking. Something didn’t match our 
experiences or expectations. We couldn’t understand 
what was happening. We didn’t know what to do. We 
couldn’t get straight in our head how it could all work out 
so we let it go, walked away. Another quiet dismissal. In 
the end we struggled, whether consciously or 
unconsciously, to recognize and believe Emmanuel, God 
with us. 


Dear brothers and sisters, This is our final week in 
this season of Advent. It is our preparation for Christmas. 
It means that instead of analyzing and explaining how the 
story could happen we simply bask in its beauty and let 
the truth wash over us. It means that we are to see 
people, relationships, ideas, opportunities, vocations, 
dreams, situations and circumstances, the entirety of our 
life, through the lens of God with us. Instead of looking for 
answers, let's ponder what might be born in us, what 
needs to be born in us, what is waiting to be born in us. 
That’s how we open ourselves to the life and possibilities 
God offers us. That’s how we experience Emmanuel, God 
with us. That’s what Joseph did. He took Mary as his wife 
and opened himself to something new, something 
d i f fe rent , someth ing unexpected, someth ing 
unexplainable. He opened himself to the life and 
possibilities God offered and he named it all Jesus. ❖

Fr. Bosco’s article continued from page 1

Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: 

Call (734)994-8863 or the 24-hour hotline 
800-712-HELP 

or visit arbor woman.com/abortion/

“AA” group meets Tuesdays at 
7:00 pm - United Methodist 
Church, 501 Ann Arbor St.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those 
struggling with same sex attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families and 
friends of ‘Courage’ clients. 

Call 810-231-9199 ext. 202

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or 
email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Please Pray for: 
Nicole Stewart 
Ricki Roelant 

Angela Lee and baby Lillie 
Dr. Gunjan Shah 

Terry Salyer 
Janice Emmons 
Scott Sangster  

Loretta Widmayer 
Katy Conners and Teddy 

Charles Gaylord 
Seth Goodell 
Tony Ignacio 

Jamie Powers 
Cindy and Paul Wills 

Arlette Tieno 

Bonnie Greenwald 
Jean Rose 

Walter Faubion 
Michael Cummings 

Rose Pratt 
Mike Gibbons 
Lee Ann Vitali 

Bobbie Muldoon  
Colonel Gary Dettling  

Alba Pinzani  
Delores Oakley  

Cindy Marie Remski  
David Gaylord 

Joe Schim and his family 
Amber and Colby 

Prayer Tree Note: Please let us know of any status updates regarding 
people who are being prayed for.

SAT., DECEMBER 17 Advent Weekday

Gn 49:2, 8-10/Mt 1:1-17 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: For the People 
6:00 pm Family Movie Night - FFH

SUN., DECEMBER 18 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Is 7:10-14/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 
1:18-24 

Confessions 8:00-8:15am and 10:00-10:15am 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Oscar & ♰Daisy Walz 

[Judy Walz] 
10:30 am Mass: ♰David Roncoli 

[Martin & Kathy Brogley] 

MON., DECEMBER 19 Advent Weekday

Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Lk 1:5-25 12:10 pm Mass: In loving memory of  
         ♰Victoria Curley 

[John Curley Family]  
3:30-4:45 pm Religious Education K-8 - PC 
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal - Choir Loft

TUES., DECEMBER 20 Advent Weekday

Is 7:10-14/Lk 1:26-38 8:30 am Mass: ♰David Roncoli 
[David & Cheryl Bauer]

WED., DECEMBER 21 Advent Weekday/St. Peter Canisus

Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Lk 
1:39-45 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Mary Krzyzaniak 
[Nancy Wahl]

THURS., DECEMBER 22 Advent Weekday

1 Sm 1:24-28/Lk 1:46-56 8:30 am Mass: ♰Floyd & ♰Vera Jacob 
[Karl & Margaret Jacob]

FRI., DECEMBER 23 Advent Weekday/St. John of Kanty

Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Lk 1:57-66 8:30 am Mass: ♰ Gerald Damian 
[Claudia Damian] 

7:00-8:00 pm Confession
SAT., DECEMBER 24 Advent/VIGIL OF THE NATIVITY

Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 
14a, 16/Lk 1:67-79 

Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 
22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
4:15 pm Children’s Christmas Play  
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Dick Krzyzaniak 

[His loving wife Shirley Krzyzaniak] 
Midnight Mass: For the People 

SUN., DECEMBER 25 THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD

Night: Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 
2:1-14 

Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 
2:15-20 

Day: Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 
1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14  

Confessions 8:00-8:15am and 10:00-10:15am 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Oscar & ♰Daisy Walz 

[Judy Walz] 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Eddie Walz, ♰Brian &                                                         
♰Bradley on Christmas 

[Judy & Family] 

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


For the week of November 24th 

brothers who served in the military 

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, December 4, 2022 

Sunday Envelopes(64)  $4,823.00 .....
Loose Cash & Checks $174.00 .......
E-Giving(9) $689.96 .......................
Immaculate Conception(1) $5.00 
Christmas Décor(4) $125.00 ..........

2 

Weekly toward budget $5,816.96 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. ABOVE goal $516.96 ............

2 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings & Maintenance(10)$415.00 
Retired Religious (1) $10.00 .........
World Mission(1) $40.00 ..............
Catholic Relief Services $20.00 ....
Evangelization Fund $10.00 .........
Poor Box $272.00 ...........................
Votive Candles $87.00..................

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. In memory of   
♱ Duane Beuerle 

(Inge & Pete Roncoli) 
2. In memory of   

♱ David Roncoli 
(Kathy & Martin Brogely)
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Parish and Area  News
Seeking Altar Servers 

Fr. Bosco would like to invite the men and boys of the parish who have already 
received First Holy Communion to consider serving the parish as altar servers. The 
training will be provided. Please contact Fr. Bosco if you have any questions.  

Items Available in the Church 
For your spiritual and giving needs, you will find several choices in the vestibule for 
your convenience:  
• Parish Family Newsletters - If you did not get a copy of the quarterly newsletter in 

the mail, copies are available for you to take or share. 
• Calendar Fundraiser - University of Michigan calendars donated by the artist, Bill 

Shurtliff, are available for a gift to the Parish of $10. 
• Altar Flowers - The sign-up sheet to reserve altar flowers for the 2023 calendar year 

is now available. Simply fill out your desired information on the form provided. The 
suggested donation is $40. Please make checks payable to St. Mary’s. 

• Decorate your car - “Keep Christ in Christmas” car magnets are available for $5/
each. They can be found in the church vestibule. Place payment in the box provided.  

• Help Fill the Crib  - Please help families in need this Advent season by contributing 
to our material goods collection for Family Life Services of Ypsilanti. Please place 
donations in the porta-crib in the vestibule December 8th-19th. Needed client items: 
diapers, Enfamil powdered formula, baby wipes, baby wash, and more. A complete 
list of needs is available in the vestibule. 

• Liturgical Calendars - 2023 liturgical calendars are available for free, a gift from the 
Parish and Eineder Funeral Homes. 

• Memorial Poinsettias - We will be ordering poinsettias for the Christmas Masses 
from the Flower Garden. The cost is $20 each, please place your order no later than 
December 19th. Order forms are in the vestibule. Please contact Sue Fielder at 
734-972-5652 or sfielder@umich.edu if you have any questions. 

Final Christmas Choir Rehearsals 
The Church Choir will now have rehearsals in the choir loft. Christmas rehearsals will 
be Mondays: Dec. 19th at 7 pm, and Sat. Dec. 24th at 10:45 pm for Mass at Midnight 
on Dec. 25th. Please let Benjamin know if you have any scheduling conflicts.  

Remember the Church  
You don’t have to wait until the last day of the year to make a year end contribution. If 
you would like to make a year end gift to the parish, please make sure they arrive at the 
office by Friday, December 30th.  

Children’s Christmas Play 
It’s not too late to be a part of the Christmas Eve children’s play. Rehearsals are 
immediately following 10:30 am Mass. Please contact Megan Young for more 
information: jmyounghorses@gmail.com or 734-216-6641. 

Decorating Help Needed 
The Holiday Decorating Committee is recruiting volunteers to help decorate for 
Christmas. We will be working on Friday, December 23rd to bring the decorations 
from the rectory attic and basement, decorate in the Church, the rectory porch, put up 
the outdoor creche, and string lights on the outdoor trees. We will monitor the weather 
and select a date and time to work outside when most convenient. Please contact Sue 
Fielder at 734-972-5652 or sfielder@umich.edu if you are available to help. 

Endow Small Group 
The final meeting in 2022 for the ENDOW young women’s group will be Dec 27th at 
7:00pm in the Fr. Fisher Hall. If you have any questions, contact Katie Gouwens at 
katierem@gmail.com. 

Parish Family Birthdays 
Dec 17	 Bethel Ball
..........
	 Nancy Cocco                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     ......................
Dec 20	 Natalie Bargardi
..........
Dec 21	 Mikayla Ball
..........
Dec 25	 Brandon Woods..........

Find more area news and events on the parish website: stmarymanchester.org

Church Fundraiser 
University of Michigan 

Calendars by Bill Shurtliff
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