
Years ago in another town, a Christmas play 
like our parish’s was organized for children. 
It was the dream of every child to be part of 

this play. There was a small boy named Ryan. He 
was also anxiously waiting for a part in the play. He 
got the role of one of the innkeepers. And he had 
only one line. When Joseph approached him on 

Christmas night, he was to tell him, “Sorry, there is 
no place in the inn,” and then close the door.

It was Christmas Eve and many came to watch 

the Christmas play. Soon it was Ryan’s scene. Joseph 
knocked at the door and 
Ryan, the innkeeper, 
opened it. Joseph told 

him, “I am traveling with my 
wife who is pregnant and 

about to deliver. We 
can’t find any place to 

stay. We are dying of 
cold. Could you give us 
a place to stay tonight?” 

Ryan said, “Sorry, there is 
no place in the inn”. 
Dejected, Joseph turned 
back. Ryan looked at the 
figure of Mary standing 
near the donkey, the 

lights were dim, it was 
misty and suddenly he did not know what he was 

doing. He opened the door wide and said, “No, 
please don’t go away. Come back. There is a 
place inside”. The play was a failure, at least that 

was what some people thought. But many others 
felt that it was a great success. By his mistake, 
Ryan taught everybody a big lesson. The lesson 

was the meaning of Christmas.

Christmas is about God’s faithfulness made 

tangible through history. It’s about how God has 
touched our lives with His love. An angel came to the 
shepherds announcing that the savior was born. 
The shepherds went in haste to Mary and Joseph 
and told them what the angel had 

said to the shepherds about this child: “Do not be 
afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And 
“Mary treasured all these words and pondered them 
in her heart.” How could she ever understand or 
explain that she had just given birth to her own savior? 
She can only treasure and ponder. “To you is born this 
day … a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” They 

are words, good 
news of great joy, a 
truth, a reality, for you 
and me to treasure 
and ponder.

L u k e 2 : 1 - 2 0 
begins, “In those 
days a decree 
went ou t f rom 
Emperor Augustus 
….” 
“In that region there 
were shepherds living 
in the fields ….” “In 
those days …” and 
it happened “in that 
region.”  The older 

we get, the longer we live, and the more we 
experience the beauty and pain of life. However, we 
are less interested in what happened “then and 
there,” “in those days” and “in that region,” and we 
are much more interested in what is happening 
“here and now,” in these days and in this region. 
That is the only Christmas story that really matters 
and makes a difference to us. 


I don’t want us to settle for just telling or 
celebrating the “then and there” Christmas story, I 
want us to live the “here and now” Christmas story. 
What good is it to us if Jesus is laid in a manger in 
Bethlehem if he is not also born anew in us. What 

good is it to us if the shepherds go see this 
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thing that has taken place in the manger if we do not also 
see in our lives this thing that has happened? What good 
is it to us if Mary treasures and ponders how these things 
can be if we do not also wonder at the mystery of God-
with-us in our time and place?


What if you and I, our relationships, and the 
circumstances of our lives are the manger in which this 
Holy Child Jesus, the Messiah, the Lord, has been laid? If 
you want to know the Child born again, born anew in your 
life tonight, look at the manger of your life. What do you 
see? What manger have you brought here tonight? Is it a 
manger of darkness? Tonight let it be filled with the Light 
of Life. Is it a manger of confusion and doubt? Tonight let 
our hearts be filled with the divine wisdom from the 
Wonder Counselor. Is it a manger of chaos and conflict? 
Tonight let it be filled with the Prince of Peace. Is it a 
manger of loneliness and abandonment? Tonight, let it be 
filled with the one who said, “I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” Is it a manger of fear and abandonment? 
Tonight let it be filled with the guidance and protection of 
the Good Shepherd. Is it a manger of grief and sorrow? 
Tonight, let it be filled with the one who said, “Do not let 
your hearts be troubled.” The manger is the place where 
God’s life and our life meet and intersect. Let’s not forget 
that a manger is a feeding place. It’s the place where our 
lives are fed, sustained, and recreated in the midst of our 
life’s circumstances. Whatever the manger of your 
humanity holds tonight, let us pray to be filled with 
divinity.


Dear brothers and sisters, the promise of Christmas 
is that we will not leave here unchanged. It might take us 
a while to recognize and live into this change but the 
promise is trustworthy and true. To us “is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” 
And that is “good news of great joy for all the people” in 
every time, in every place, and in every life; especially 
here and now, in these days and in this region, for you 
and for me. ❖

Fr. Bosco’s article continued from page 1

Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: 

Call (734)994-8863 or the 24-hour hotline 
800-712-HELP 

or visit arbor woman.com/abortion/

“AA” group meets Tuesdays at 
7:00 pm - United Methodist 
Church, 501 Ann Arbor St.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those 
struggling with same sex attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families and 
friends of ‘Courage’ clients. 

Call 810-231-9199 ext. 202

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or 
email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org

Pg. 2    December 25, 2022                             ❖ The Nativity of the Lord ❖                                      St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester MI

PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Please Pray for: 
Nicole Stewart 
Ricki Roelant 

Angela Lee and baby Lillie 
Dr. Gunjan Shah 

Terry Salyer 
Janice Emmons 
Scott Sangster  

Loretta Widmayer 
Katy Conners and Teddy 

Charles Gaylord 
Seth Goodell 
Tony Ignacio 

Jamie Powers 
Cindy and Paul Wills 

Arlette Tieno 

Bonnie Greenwald 
Jean Rose 

Walter Faubion 
Michael Cummings 

Rose Pratt 
Mike Gibbons 
Lee Ann Vitali 

Bobbie Muldoon  
Colonel Gary Dettling  

Alba Pinzani  
Delores Oakley  

Cindy Marie Remski  
David Gaylord 

Joe Schim and his family 
Amber and Colby 

Prayer Tree Note: Please let us know of any status updates regarding 
people who are being prayed for.

SAT., DECEMBER 24 Advent/VIGIL OF THE NATIVITY

Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 
14a, 16/Lk 1:67-79 


Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17,  
   22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 

3:30-4:00 pm Confession 

4:15 pm Children’s Christmas Play  
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Dick Krzyzaniak 

[His loving wife Shirley Krzyzaniak] 
Midnight Mass: For the People 

SUN., DECEMBER 25 THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD

Night: Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk             
    2:1-14 

Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ti 3:4-7/ 
       Lk/2:15-20 

     Day: Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/ 
       Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14  

10:00 am Mass: In remembrance of ♰Eddie, 
♰Brian & ♰Bradley Walz on Christmas 

[Judy & Family]  

MON., DECEMBER 26 Saint Stephen, The First Martyr 

Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Mt 
10:17-22 

No Mass today in Manchester

TUES., DECEMBER 27 Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist 

1 Jn 1:1-4/Jn 20:1a, 2-8 No Mass today in Manchester 
7:00 pm ENDOW Young Women’s Group - FFH

WED., DECEMBER 28 The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 

1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Mt 2:13-18 No Mass today in Manchester

THURS., DECEMBER 29 Fifth Day within the Octave of Christmas

1 Jn 2:3-11/Lk 2:22-35 8:30 am Mass: ♰ Bud Jacob 
[Karl & Margaret Jacob]

FRI., DECEMBER 30 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 
3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Mt 
2:13-15, 19-23 

8:30 am Mass: ♰ Joyce Stein 
[Jim & DeeDee Sahakian]

SAT., DECEMBER 31 Seventh Day within the Octave of Christmas/

1 Jn 2:18-21/Jn 1:1-18 4:00 pm Holy Hour of Adoration 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰ Ed & ♰ Dorothy Kirk 

[Judy Walz]

SUN., JANUARY 1 MARY, MOTHER OF GOD

9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 8:30 am Mass: In loving memory of  
         ♰Victoria Curley 

[John Curley Family] 
10:30 am Mass: For the People

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


For the week of November 24th 

brothers who served in the military 

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, December 11, 2022 

Sunday Envelopes(60)  $4,389.00 .....
Loose Cash & Checks $288.00 .......
E-Giving(8) $375.06 .......................
Immaculate Conception(1) $1,112.00 
E-Giving Christmas Décor(1) $100.00 

2 

Weekly toward budget $6,364.06 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. ABOVE goal $1,064.06 ............

2 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings & Maintenance(10)$25.00 
E-Giving Build. & Maint. $100.00 .
Retired Religious (13) $601.00 .......
Poor Box $327.00 ...........................
Votive Candles $101.00 ..................

2 

End of Year Donations(2) $28,114.09.

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. In loving memory of my 
parents ♱ Russ & 
♱ Bernita Aiuto 
(Kathy Cornell) 

2. In memory of my husband 
♱ Chuck Cornell 
(Kathy Cornell)
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Parish and Area  News
Seeking Altar Servers 

Fr. Bosco would like to invite the men and boys of the parish who have already 
received First Holy Communion to consider serving the parish as altar servers. The 
training will be provided. Please contact Fr. Bosco if you have any questions.  

Items Available in the Church 
For your spiritual and giving needs, you will find several choices in the vestibule for 
your convenience:  
• Parish Family Newsletters - If you did not get a copy of the quarterly newsletter in 

the mail, copies are available for you to take or share. 
• Calendar Fundraiser - University of Michigan calendars donated by the artist, Bill 

Shurtliff, are available for a gift to the Parish of $10. 
• Altar Flowers - The sign-up sheet to reserve altar flowers for the 2023 calendar year 

is now available. Simply fill out your desired information on the form provided. The 
suggested donation is $40. Please make checks payable to St. Mary’s. 

• Decorate your car - “Keep Christ in Christmas” car magnets are available for $5 
each. They can be found in the church vestibule. Place payment in the box provided.  

• Liturgical Calendars - 2023 liturgical calendars are available for free, a gift from the 
Parish and Eineder Funeral Homes. 

Remember the Church  
You don’t have to wait until the last day of the year to make a year end contribution. If 
you would like to make a year end gift to the parish, please make sure they arrive at the 
office by Friday, December 30th.  

Endow Small Group 
The final meeting in 2022 for the ENDOW young women’s group will be Dec 27th at 
7:00pm in the Fr. Fisher Hall. If you have any questions, contact Katie Gouwens at 
katierem@gmail.com. 

All New Podcast with Fr. Mike  
Fr. Mike Schmitz will be broadcasting “The Catechism in a Year” beginning January 
1st. Read the entire Catechism of the Catholic Church in 365 days. Understand the 
essentials of the Catholic Faith and why they matter, see how Church teaching is rooted 
in Sacred Scripture, absorb over 2,000 years of Sacred Tradition, and encounter God’s 
plan of sheer goodness. Learn more at ascensionpress.com 

2023 Parish Directory 
It's time for a new parish directory! The photography dates are February 8th-11th and 
are open to anyone who attends St. Mary's. All participants will receive a 
complimentary 8x10 portrait and a church directory, with the option to purchase 
additional pictures. You can schedule an appointment online at www.ucdir.com. The 
church code is "mi1734" and the password is "photos". Please contact Julia Nashif with 
any questions at julianashif@gmail.com or 734-263-8450. 

Married Couples Weekend 
St. Francis Retreat Center in Dewitt is offering a celebration of holy matrimony and 
why it matters February 10th-12th.  The weekend includes vow renewal ceremony, 
blessing of wedding rings, Mass, Adoration, inspiring presentations, time to unwind and 
a cocktail reception. Cost is $325/couple. Sign up at: stfrancis.ws/mcw. Visit their 
website for more upcoming men’s and women’s retreats. 

St. Andrew Catholic School 
Enrollment for St. Andrew Catholic School is now open. Please visit the school website 
for more information: standrewsaline.org/school Students will use the Diocese of 
Lansing approved curriculum in tandem with the Education in Virtues program. St. 
Andrew seeks to build and deepen the Catholic faith of its students, while helping them 
seek to know truth, beauty, and goodness. We commit to fostering community 
discipleship through love for God and of all his people. We will focus on the areas of 
human, spiritual, apostolic, and intellectual formation. 

Parish Family Birthdays 
Dec 17	 Bethel Ball
..........
	 Nancy Cocco                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     ......................
Dec 20	 Natalie Bargardi
..........
Dec 21	 Mikayla Ball
..........
Dec 25	 Brandon Woods..........

Find more area news and events on the parish website: stmarymanchester.org

Church Fundraiser 
University of Michigan 

Calendars by Bill Shurtliff

http://ascensionpress.com
http://standrewsaline.org/school

