
The Church provides many tools for growing in the 
life of grace. Among these are various forms of 
personal consecration or dedication to God. For 

example, there are prayers of consecration to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, to Mary His Mother, or to St. Joseph. These 
have the effect of intensifying one’s devotion to Jesus, 
Mary, Joseph, or one of the saints. More importantly, they 
foster a deeper dedication to 
God Himself.


A few years ago, several 
parishioners, myself included, 
made a “do it yourself” retreat 
using a program called 33 Days 
to Morning Glory, leading to a 
consecration to Mary, Mother of 
God. At the end of the 33 days, 
we knelt before the image of 
Mary and recited a rather lengthy 
prayer, consecrating our lives to 
her.


It’s important to emphasize 
that Mary is not God, and that in 
making such a consecration 
what we are really doing is 
appealing to Mary for her help in 
leading us to her Son. There are 
many ways to consecrate oneself to Mary for that purpose. 
I’d like to take a moment to describe how this one works.


The 33 Days prayer of consecration is based on the 
writings of four saints who were known for their devotion to 
Jesus through Mary: St. Louis de Montfort, St. Maximilian 
Kolbe, St. Teresa of Calcutta, and Pope St. John Paul II. 
Each of these personalities has his or her own approach to 
Mary, but all of them together lay out a program of 
dedication that is both theologically solid and spiritually 
helpful. The prayer itself can be divided into four parts.


In the first part, I renew and ratify my baptismal 
promises. Addressing Mary directly, I acknowledge in my 
own name that I am a sinner who desires to repent. I then 
renounce Satan, just as I did at my baptism. Renouncing 
Satan in a Marian context is significant, since she is the 
Woman destined from the beginning to crush the head of 
the serpent (and if you look closely at our statue you will 
see her foot on his head); she is also the Woman of 

Revelation crowned with twelve stars who bears the One 
who will finally vanquish the dragon that confronts her. 
Renunciation of the devil means also that I renounce all 
attachment to sin and resolve to follow Jesus Christ even 
more closely than I’ve done up to now.


In the second part, I offer Mary my heart. In Scripture, 
the heart is the core of my being, the place where I make all 

my decisions. Here, I ask 
Mary to “set it on fire with 
love for Jesus.” This 
request alludes to Mother 
Teresa’s emphasis on 
Jesus’ words from the 
cross: “I thirst.” In all of her 
convents she placed these 
words next to the chapel 
crucif ix to emphasize 
Jesus ’ th i r s t fo r the 
salvation of souls. In 
addition, I ask Mary to 
incorporate my love for 
Jesus with her own, since 
her love for Him is pure of 
all mixed motives.

The third part of the 
consecration prayer is the 

actual entrustment of my life to Mary. I specify what that 
means: my body and soul, all of my interior and exterior 
goods, and even the value of all my good actions. What I 
am actually doing is surrendering myself to the Queen of 
Heaven, recognizing that as Queen she has a certain 
authority over who I am and what I do. Like a medieval 
knight, I present my arms and armor to my Lady for her 
disposal. I offer her my interior goods (such as my 
intelligence, my dreams and desires, all my plans) and my 
exterior goods (such as my possessions and all my 
personal resources), and even the merits I may gain through 
acts of devotion to God. What I ask in return is that Mary 
keep me in God’s grace. I ask her to use me as she sees fit 
for His glory (as a deacon, this one is important to me); and, 
if I fall into sin, to pull me out of it and lead me back to 
Jesus. Almost as if I were a baby, I ask my Mother to bathe 
me in the blood and water that flow from that fountain of 
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Shelby Line and Patrick McGoff in their role as Mary and Joseph, journey to 
Bethlehem while her parents, Debbie and Kevin Line watch the Children’s 
play on Christmas Eve.



mercy, the side of her Son, and restore to me a living trust 
in His love and mercy.


In the concluding part of the prayer, I unite myself to 
Mary’s own consecration to Jesus. Here, you almost see 
a concatenation of dedications: me consecrating myself 
to Mary, she consecrating herself to her Son, and her Son 
consecrating Himself to His Father for the life of the 
world. All of us wrapped up into one giant act of 
consecration to the Father.


In a nutshell, that is the prayer we made on that 
occasion, and it’s the first thing I pray every morning 
when I wake up. It’s rather like a morning offering. What 
benefit has it been for me?


When I was young, I joined a religious order called 
the Missionary Sons of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. I 
left that order after eight years, but I have always thought 
of myself as one of those Missionary Sons. However, my 
personal relationship to Mary has not always been like 
that of a son. I initially adopted this consecration prayer in 
hopes that it would lead me closer to Mary, but I think 
that its actual effect has been a little different. This prayer 
of consecration to Mary is actually very Christocentric. I 
renew my baptismal promises because I am a son of 
God. I offer Mary my heart in hopes that she will center it 
on Jesus and His thirst for souls. I surrender my very self 
to her because as Queen Mother she presents me to her 
Son the King. I join my consecration to hers because hers 
is to that of her Son. All leading to Jesus Himself. It may 
not have transformed my entire life, but it certainly 
centers it in the right place.


We at St. Mary’s are, in a way, dedicated to Jesus 
through Mary. She becomes the focal point of our 
consecration to Him. If you want to become more 
dedicated to Jesus in your own prayer life, I can’t 
recommend enough some form of consecration of 
yourself to Mary, because she will always lead you to 
Him. ❖
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SAT., DECEMBER 31 Seventh Day within the Octave of Christmas/

1 Jn 2:18-21/Jn 1:1-18 3:30-4:00 pm Confession 
4:00 pm Holy Hour of Adoration 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰ Ed & ♰ Dorothy Kirk 

[Judy Walz]

SUN., JANUARY 1 MARY, MOTHER OF GOD

9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 8:30 am Mass: In loving memory of  
         ♰Victoria Curley 

[John Curley Family] 
10:30 am Mass: For the People

MON., JANUARY 2 Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen

1 Jn 2:22-28/Jn 1:19-28 8:30 am Mass: ♰ Joyce Stein 
[Carol Westfall & Lon Nordeen]

TUES., JANUARY 3 Christmas Weekday/Most Holy Name of Jesus

1 Jn 2:29—3:6/Jn 1:29-34 8:30 am Mass: ♰ Duane Beuerle 
[Elizabeth Beuerle]

WED., JANUARY 4 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, religious

1 Jn 3:7-10/Jn 1:35-42 8:30 am Mass: ♰ Paula Saft 
[David & Cheryl Bauer]

THURS., JANUARY 5 St. John Neumann, bishop

1 Jn 3:11-21/Jn 1:43-51 8:30 am Mass: ♰ David Roncoli 
[David & Cheryl Bauer]

FRI., JANUARY 6 Christmas Weekday/St. André Bessette, Religious

1 Jn 5:5-13/Mk 1:7-11 or 

Lk 3:23-28 or 

3:23, 31-34, 36, 38


8:30 am Mass: ♰ Joyce Stein 
[Jim & Ella Landini] 

9:00 am Exposition and Adoration 
8:00 pm Confession on First Friday 
10:00 pm Benediction

SAT., JANUARY 7 Christmas Weekday/St. Raymond of 
Penyafort, priest

1 Jn 5:14-21/Jn 2:1-11 8:30 am First Saturday Mass: ♰ Paula Saft 
[Shirley Krzyzaniak] 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰ Charles &  
               ♰ Dorothy Van Beylen 

[Bill & Sandi Kwolek]

SUN., JANUARY 8 EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 
2:1-12

8:00-8:15 am & 10:00-10:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People  
10:30 am Mass: ♰ Duane Beuerle 

[Elizabeth Beuerle] 
Coffee Hour After each Mass - FFH - Pro-Life 
Committee

Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: 

Call (734)994-8863 or the 24-hour hotline 
800-712-HELP 

or visit arbor woman.com/abortion/

“AA” group meets Tuesdays at 
7:00 pm - United Methodist 
Church, 501 Ann Arbor St.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those 
struggling with same sex attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families and 
friends of ‘Courage’ clients. 

Call 810-231-9199 ext. 202

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or 
email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Please Pray for: 
Zach Jarels 
Eileen Ball 

Loretta Widmayer 
Steve Sweeney Family 

Nicole Stewart 
Ricki Roelant 

Dr. Gunjan Shah 
Terry Salyer 

Janice Emmons 
Scott Sangster  

Loretta Widmayer 
Katy Conners and Teddy 

Charles Gaylord 
Seth Goodell 
Tony Ignacio 

Jamie Powers 
Cindy and Paul Wills 

Arlette Tieno 
Bonnie Greenwald 

Jean Rose 
Walter Faubion 

Michael Cummings 
Rose Pratt 

Mike Gibbons 
Lee Ann Vitali 

Colonel Gary Dettling  
Alba Pinzani  

Delores Oakley  
Cindy Marie Remski  

David Gaylord 
Joe Schim and his family 

Amber and Colby 
The Repose of the Soul: 

♰ Rita Tanner 
♰ Stephanie Reppen

Prayer Tree Note: Please let us know of any status updates regarding 
people who are being prayed for.

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, December 18, 2022 

Sunday Envelopes(53)  $4,447.00 .....
Loose Cash & Checks $221.00 .......
E-Giving(8) $559.46 .......................
Immaculate Conception(2) $45.00 
Christmas Décor(2) $20.00 ..........
Christmas Offering (1) $50.00 .....

2 

Weekly toward budget $5,342.46 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. ABOVE goal $42.46 ............

2 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings & Maintenance(1)$50.00 
Retired Religious (4) $115.00 .........
Evangelization Fund $500.00 .........
Poor Box $116.00 ...........................
Votive Candles $28.80..................

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. In memory of   
♱ Ray Kemnor 

(Inge & Pete Roncoli) 
2. For the improved and 

healing health of   
James Graham 

(Scott & Sylvie Strong)
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Parish and Area  News

Parish Family Birthdays 
Dec 26	 Stan Gilbert
..........
	 Gerald Shaw
...........................
Dec 27	 Michael Coltre 
..........
	 Peter Cocco
......................
Dec 28	 Peter Nashif
..........
Dec 29 	 Peter Cocco  
.........
Dec 31	 Mary Shaw  
..........
Jan 2	 Jacob David Bauer
.............
	 Linda McGee
......................
Jan 3	 Gina Jennings
.............
Jan 7	 Doug Rickert
.............
Jan 8	 Richard Fielder
.............
	 Christine Remski                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                ......................

Special Thanks 
The Pro-Life Committee 
thanks you all for your 

great generosity toward 
moms in need.

Find more area news and events on the parish website: stmarymanchester.org

Adoration This Friday 
This Friday, January 6th, is the First Friday of the month. Exposition and Adoration will 
begin immediately following the 8:30 am Mass and will continue until 10:00 pm. 
Confessions will be heard from 8:00-9:00pm and Adoration will close with Benediction. 
First Saturday Mass will be celebrated on Saturday, January 7th at 8:30am. 

Seeking Altar Servers 
Fr. Bosco would like to invite the men and boys of the parish who have already 
received First Holy Communion to consider serving the parish as altar servers. The 
training will be provided. Please contact Fr. Bosco if you have any questions.  

Items Available in the Church 
For your spiritual and giving needs, you will find several choices in the vestibule for 
your convenience:  
• Parish Family Newsletters - If you did not get a copy of the quarterly newsletter in 

the mail, copies are available for you to take or share. 
• Calendar Fundraiser - University of Michigan calendars donated by the artist, Bill 

Shurtliff, are available for a gift to the Parish of $10. 
• Altar Flowers - The sign-up sheet to reserve altar flowers for the 2023 calendar year 

is now available. Simply fill out your desired information on the form provided. The 
suggested donation is $40. Please make checks payable to St. Mary’s. 

• Liturgical Calendars - 2023 liturgical calendars are available for free, a gift from the 
Parish and Eineder Funeral Homes. 

All New Podcast with Fr. Mike  
Fr. Mike Schmitz will be broadcasting “The Catechism in a Year” beginning January 
1st. Read the entire Catechism of the Catholic Church in 365 days. Understand the 
essentials of the Catholic Faith and why they matter, see how Church teaching is rooted 
in Sacred Scripture, absorb over 2,000 years of Sacred Tradition, and encounter God’s 
plan of sheer goodness. Learn more at ascensionpress.com 

2023 Parish Directory 
It's time for a new parish directory! The photography dates are February 8th-11th and 
are open to anyone who attends St. Mary's. All participants will receive a 
complimentary 8x10 portrait and a church directory, with the option to purchase 
additional pictures. You can schedule an appointment online at www.ucdir.com. The 
church code is "mi1734" and the password is "photos". Please contact Julia Nashif with 
any questions at julianashif@gmail.com or 734-263-8450. 

Married Couples Weekend 
St. Francis Retreat Center in Dewitt is offering a celebration of holy matrimony and 
why it matters February 10th-12th.  The weekend includes vow renewal ceremony, 
blessing of wedding rings, Mass, Adoration, inspiring presentations, time to unwind and 
a cocktail reception. Cost is $325/couple. Sign up at: stfrancis.ws/mcw. Visit their 
website for more upcoming men’s and women’s retreats. 

Attention Mid-Life Single Persons 
Are you looking for a renewed sense of purpose & belonging? Register today for a life-
changing REFLECT weekend retreat at the St. Francis Retreat Center, in DeWitt, MI 
(10 miles north of Lansing), on Feb 24-26, 2023. Take a chance and get involved... you 
won ' t regre t i t ! Cos t i s $215 for meals and a s ing le room.Vis i t 
www.ReflectRetreat.com, e-mail reflect.michigan@gmail.com, or call (586) 770-1772 
for details. 

St. Andrew Catholic School 
Enrollment for St. Andrew Catholic School is now open. Please visit the school website 
for more information: standrewsaline.org/school St. Andrew seeks to build and deepen 
the Catholic faith of its students, while helping them seek to know truth, beauty, and 
goodness. If you need more information, contact Principal Michelle Sontag at 
734-429-5210 or michelle@standrewsaline.org  

http://ascensionpress.com
http://standrewsaline.org/school
mailto:michelle@standrewsaline.org

