
The Feast of the Epiphany commemorates the 
magi or wise men visiting Jesus in Bethlehem 
and bringing the gifts 

of gold, frankincense, and myrrh 
(Matthew 2:1-12). Holy scripture 
does not tell us their names or 
how many there were. Our 
tradition says there were three, 
probably because there were 
three gifts, and they were named 
Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar.


In one of her letters Emily 
Dickinson writes this: “The sailor 
cannot see the North, but knows 
the needle can,” that sure fits 
today’s Gospel. The wise men 
c a n n o t s e e t h e c h i l d o r 
Bethlehem, but they know the 
star can. Maybe we cannot see 
the destination, but we can only 
follow the star. Longing and fear 
are the bookends on epiphany. 
At one end you have wise men 
from the East following the star. 
They’ve left their own country – 
the familiar, the usual, the known 
– in pursuit of desired and maybe 
even unknown things. They don’t 
know where this journey will take 
them, only that they have to take 
this journey. It’s as if there is a call on their lives that cannot 
be left unanswered. At the other end is Herod, the bookend 
of fear. “He was frightened,” Matthew tells us, “and all 
Jerusalem with him.” He is threatened by the possibility of a 
new king. His power and identity are at risk of being lost. 
Maybe he fears an impoverished and diminished life. He 
calls others to himself – chief priests and scribes – but he 
stays where he is, grasping and clinging to what is familiar 
and known. 


The wise men and Herod are responding to the same 
thing; the child and the birth of new life. The wise men are 
open and give themselves to something new and maybe 
even unknown. Herod is closed and wants the same old 

thing. The wise men travel and search. Herod hunkered 
down and sheltered in place. Both situations are offering us 

something, and both are 
seeking a response from 
us. That’s what epiphanies 
do. They give us a glimpse 
of ourselves, our life, our 
world, and then they call 
and ask for a response. 
That response is what sets 
the the wise men apart 
from Herod. The difference 
isn’t that an epiphany 
happened for the wise men 
b u t n o t H e r o d . T h e 
difference is that the wise 
m e n o b s e r v e d a n d 
followed the star, opened 
their treasure chest, went 
home “by another road,” 
and Herod did not.  But 
what if he had? What if 
Herod had observed and 
followed the star too? 
What if he had opened the 
treasure chest of his life? 
What if he had returned 
home “by another road?” 
How might his life have 
changed? 


 I am convinced that both the wise men and Herod live 
within us. They are parts of ourselves. And I am equally 
convinced that wherever there is longing or fear there is an 
epiphany awaiting our response. So let me ask you about 
your longings and fears. What are you longing for, searching 
for, or desiring? What fears have gotten ahold of you? What 
is it about your life or relationships you least want to face 
and deal with? Who or what situation creates waves of 
panic and anxiety in your gut? Whatever your answers are 
to those questions about longings and fears, they describe 
an epiphany. They are a star in the sky of your life waiting to 
be observed and followed. They are the treasure chest of 
your life waiting to be opened.
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e Pro-Life Committee thanks you all for your great generosity toward 
moms in need. Family Life Services in Ypsilanti was thrilled to receive all of 
these gis. Family Life Services is a division of Sienna Women’s Health.



What stars are you following these days to reach the 
destination, to meet the Lord? What’s the compass in 
your life?  Let me give you some examples of what I 
mean. I’m asking about things like this: The values and 
qualities that direct and guide your life;  the wise women 
and men whose advice and counsel you seek and 
trust;  the principles and standards to which you hold 
yourself accountable;  the scriptures and prayers that 
shape and form your life; the deep longings, desires, and 
callings that energize and move your life forward;  the 
silence, stillness, and solitude, by which you gain clarity; 
the people and relationships that orient your life; and the 
practices by which you maintain your integrity and 
authenticity. And what if it’s not just one star but a whole 
constellation giving shape and direction to our lives? 
Aren’t those the very qualities and values of the child 
whose life the wise men and Herod seek? They are at the 
heart of our deepest longings. And they reveal 
Emmanuel, God with us.  That’s the epiphany and it’s 
always before us, calling and waiting for a response.


I want to go by the way of love, and intimacy. I want 
to go by the way of justice, truth, and honesty. I want to 
go by the way of compassion, inclusion; welcoming and 
caring for others. I want to go by the way of integrity 
and authenticity. I want to go by the way of gratitude 
and forgiveness. The wise men did not know their 
destination, but they knew the way. They knew which 
star to follow. And that was enough. That was all they 
needed to know. They followed the star and it took them 
exactly where they needed to go. Why would it be any 
different for us? ❖
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SAT., JANUARY 7 Christmas Weekday/St. Raymond of 
Penyafort, priest

1 Jn 5:14-21/Jn 2:1-11 8:30 am First Saturday Mass: ♰ Paula Saft 
[Shirley Krzyzaniak] 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰ Charles &  
               ♰ Dorothy Van Beylen 

[Bill & Sandi Kwolek]

SUN., JANUARY 8 EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 
2:1-12

8:00-8:15 am & 10:00-10:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People  
10:30 am Mass: ♰ Duane Beuerle 

[Elizabeth Beuerle] 
Coffee Hour After each Mass - FFH - Pro-Life 
Committee

MON., JANUARY 9 The Baptism of the Lord

Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts 
10:34-38/Mt 3:13-17

12:10 pm Mass: ♰ Alfred & ♰ Lorraine Kwolek 
[Bill & Sandi Kwolek] 

3:30-4:45 pm Religious Education - PC

TUES., JANUARY 10 Weekday

Heb 2:5-12/Mk 1:21-28 or Heb 
1:1-6 and 2:5-12/Mk 1:14-20 
and 1:21-28

8:30 am Mass: ♰ Duane Beuerle 
[His loving wife Elizabeth Beuerle]

WED., JANUARY 11 Weekday

Heb 2:14-18/Mk 1:29-39
 8:30 am Mass: In loving memory of  
                ♰ Victoria Curley 

[John Curley Family]

THURS., JANUARY 12 Weekday

Heb 3:7-14/Mk 1:40-45 8:30 am Mass: ♰Charles & ♰Dorothy VanBeylen 
[Bill & Sandi Kwolek]

FRI., JANUARY 13 Weekday/St. Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Heb 4:1-5, 11/Mk 2:1-12 8:30 am Mass: ♰ Joyce Stein 
[Carol Westfall & Lon Nordeen]

SAT., JANUARY 14 Weekday/BVM

Heb 4:12-16/Mk 2:13-17
 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰ Denise Dresch 

[Jim & DeeDee Sahakian]

SUN., JANUARY 15 SECOND SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

Is 49:3, 5-6/1 Cor 1:1-3/Jn 
1:29-34

8:00-8:15 am & 10:00-10:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: ♰ Gerald Damian 

[Claudia Damian] 
10:30 am Mass: For the People

Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: 

Call (734)994-8863 or the 24-hour hotline 
800-712-HELP 

or visit arbor woman.com/abortion/

“AA” group meets Tuesdays at 
7:00 pm - United Methodist 
Church, 501 Ann Arbor St.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those 
struggling with same sex attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families and 
friends of ‘Courage’ clients. 

Call 810-231-9199 ext. 202

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or 
email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Please Pray for: 
Nancy Walkowe 

Emilienne Ramdé 
Madisyn Damian 

Zach Jarels 
Eileen Ball 

Loretta Widmayer 
Steve Sweeney Family 

Nicole Stewart 
Ricki Roelant 

Dr. Gunjan Shah 
Terry Salyer 

Janice Emmons 
Katy Conners and Teddy 

Charles Gaylord 
Seth Goodell 
Tony Ignacio 

Jamie Powers 
Cindy and Paul Wills 

Arlette Tieno 
Jean Rose 

Walter Faubion 
Michael Cummings 

Rose Pratt 
Mike Gibbons 
Lee Ann Vitali 

Colonel Gary Dettling  
Alba Pinzani  

Delores Oakley  
Cindy Marie Remski  

David Gaylord 
Joe Schim and his family 

Amber and Colby 
The Repose of the Soul: 

♰ Scott Sangster  
♰ Bob Strong 
♰ Rita Tanner 

♰ Stephanie Reppen

Prayer Tree Note: Please let us know of any status updates regarding 
people who are being prayed for.

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


Altar Flowers 
For the week of  January  8th 
For Divine protection, health 
and in thanksgiving to God for 

Emilienne Ramdé  
(Scott & Sylvie Strong)

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, December 25, 2022 

Sunday Envelopes(44)  $2,972.00 .....
Loose Cash & Checks $598.00 .......
Welcome Envelopes(5) $115.00 ......
E-Giving(13) $1,013.96 .....................
E-Immaculate Concept.(1) $150.00 
Christmas Offering (30) $50.00 ...

2 

Weekly toward budget $7,503.96 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. ABOVE goal $2,203.96 ............

2 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings & Maintenance(4)$105.00 
E-Retired Religious (1) $150.00 .....
Poor Box $122.00 ...........................
Votive Candles $32.90..................

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. For strength and comfort   
for cousins Paul & Fran Kuyda 

(Gerald & Mary Shaw) 
2. For the repose of the 

departed soul of   
♰ Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 

(St. Mary’s Parish)
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Parish and Area  News

Parish Family Birthdays 
Jan 7	 Doug Rickert
.............
Jan 8	 Richard Fielder
.............
	 Cynthia Remski                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                ......................
Jan 11	 Karen Berg
...........
	 Lily McFarland
...........................
Jan 12	 Geneva Walkowe
...........
Jan 13	 Jeffrey Sangster
...........
Jan 14 	 Matthew Radze  ..........

Find more area news and events on the parish website: stmarymanchester.org

Seeking Altar Servers 
Fr. Bosco would like to invite the men and boys of the parish who have already 
received First Holy Communion to consider serving the parish as altar servers. The 
training will be provided. Please contact Fr. Bosco if you have any questions. 

 Looking for Part-Time Employment? 
Eineder's Funeral Home, Michigan Center Chapel, is looking for a part-time 
administrative assistant. If interested, contact ~~ jeff@einederfuneralhomes.com 

Mass, Dinner, and a Movie: A Pro-Life Event 
In recognition of the 50th anniversary of legal abortion in the US, please join together 
to participate in a Mass for the Unborn on Friday, January 20th at 6:00pm. After Mass 
(approx. 6:45), we will join in the FFH to watch Lifemark, a new movie telling a true 
story of adoption, reconciliation, and love. The movie is rated PG-13 due to addressing 
the subject of abortion. Pizza and other refreshments will be served. Please RSVP to 
stmaryprolife@gmail.com so that we can plan for the refreshments. 

Sponsorship Opportunities 
• Altar Flowers - The sign-up sheet to reserve altar flowers for the 2023 calendar year 

is now available in the vestibule of the church. Simply fill out your desired 
information on the form provided. The suggested donation is $40. Please make 
checks payable to St. Mary’s. 

• Sanctuary Lamps - Consider sponsoring these candles for your prayer intention 
similar to a Mass intention. The intentions will appear in the bulletin and on a sign in 
the entryway of the church. The candles typically burn for one week. Suggested 
donation is $15. Contact the Parish Office if you are interested. 

40 Days For Life 
Join the Ann Arbor team at their planning meeting Mondays, January 16th, 23rd and/
or February 6th at 7 pm either virtually or in person. Contact Sandie for the link and/
or location at plan2pray@gmail.com or 734-657-1936. Volunteers are needed for small 
and large tasks. 
Mark your calendars now! The 2023 Spring Campaign will begin on Ash Wednesday, 
February 22nd and conclude on Palm Sunday, April 2nd. 

2023 Parish Directory 
It's time for a new parish directory! The photography dates are February 8th-11th and 
are open to anyone who attends St. Mary's. All participants will receive a 
complimentary 8x10 portrait and a church directory, with the option to purchase 
additional pictures. You can schedule an appointment online at www.ucdir.com. The 
church code is "mi1734" and the password is "photos". Please contact Julia Nashif with 
any questions at julianashif@gmail.com or 734-263-8450. 

Married Couples Weekend 
St. Francis Retreat Center in Dewitt is offering a celebration of holy matrimony and 
why it matters February 10th-12th.  The weekend includes vow renewal ceremony, 
blessing of wedding rings, Mass, Adoration, inspiring presentations, time to unwind and 
a cocktail reception. Cost is $325/couple. Sign up at: stfrancis.ws/mcw. Visit their 
website for more upcoming men’s and women’s 
retreats. 

Attention Mid-Life Single Persons 
Are you looking for a renewed sense of purpose & 
belonging? Register today for a life-changing 
REFLECT weekend retreat at the St. Francis 
Retreat Center, in DeWitt, MI (10 miles north of 
Lansing), February 24-26, 2023. Cost is $215 for 
a l l m e a l s , a n d a s i n g l e r o o m . Vi s i t 
w w w . R e f l e c t R e t r e a t . c o m , e - m a i l 
reflect.michigan@gmail.com, or call (586) 
770-1772 for details. 

 

 
 

January 11th, 2023 
6 – 7pm 
 
Location:  
Dexter Wellness Center  
2810 Baker Rd., Dexter, MI 48130 
 

Question, Persuade, Refer (QPR) teaches participants how to 
recognize the warning signs of a suicide crisis and how to 
question, persuade, and refer someone to help. 

Who should  
get trained? 
• Faith Communities 
• Health Care Staff 
• School Staff  
• First responders 
• Parents 
• Grandparents 
• Caregivers 
• Community Members 
• Anyone 14+ 
 
 
 

Registration is encouraged! 
To register email  

Sarah.wilczynski@stjoeshealth.org 

Course Topics 
• The common causes of suicidal behavior 
• The warning signs of suicide 
• How to get help for someone in crisis and other information on 

preventing suicide 
 
Learners complete a 1-hour instructor led training session. 

Question, Persuade, Refer 
Suicide Prevention Training 

mailto:jeff@einederfuneralhomes.com
mailto:stmaryprolife@gmail.com

