
I remember one of our professors in seminary saying, 
‘brothers, you can’t preach a great sermon every 
Sunday.’ Something that I know has been proven to 

be quite true over the years. But this morning, we are 
hearing a great sermon preached to us by John the 
Baptist. “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world.” The above sermon is 
exactly what a sermon is supposed to 
be. John points us to Jesus Christ, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 
of the world.


Today we live in a world where 
lawmakers point to the law of the land 
with their bony fingers and tell us: 
“Behold, the law that gives you the 
right to take away the fetus in the 
womb if it is unhealthy or inconvenient 
or the wrong gender or for no reason at 
all. Behold, the law that says it is okay 
to take your own life if you decide it is 
not worth living.” But this morning 
John points his finger at Jesus Christ 
saying, “Behold, the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world.” This 
is just the sermon we need to hear. 
This is all about establishing the true 
identity of Jesus Christ. For the Magi, it 
was a star in the sky that identified Him 
as the One they were looking for. For John the Baptist, it 
was the Holy Spirit. “I saw the Spirit descend on Him like 
a dove, and it remained on Him. I myself did not know 
Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to 
me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, 
this is One who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.”


Lambs played a big part in the spiritual life of Israel. 
There was the Passover lamb, whose blood was shed  
and painted onto the houses in which sinful men and 
women lived. When the Lord saw it, death passed over 
and the sinners inside the house were spared, (Ex 
12:1-13). There was the daily offering of a lamb in the 
morning and another in the evening that was to be eaten, 
(Ex 29:38-41). There was the burnt offering of a lamb that 
was a pleasing aroma to the Lord, (Lv 1:9). There was the 

peace offering of a lamb that made peace with God, (Lv 
3:6,7). There was the sin offering of a lamb that atoned for 
the sin of the one who brought it to the Temple. And all of 
these lambs had to be YOUNG, MALE and WITHOUT 
BLEMISH. And then, once a year, there was the grand 
celebration of all offerings, the sacrifice of the atonement. 

One slain lamb for the sin of the 
whole nation. One for all.

And then the same High Priest 
who slew the lamb, would place 
his bloody hands over the head 
of a second lamb and pronounce 
all the sins of all the people onto 
the head of this lamb, and the 
scapegoat would be led into the 
wilderness, never to be seen 
again. “Behold, the Lamb of 
God…” Jesus Christ is all of 
these offerings rolled into one, 
young, male, without blemish. He 
is the One that all of those lambs, 
from the Passover Lamb to the 
scapegoat, pointed to. The Lamb 
whom God Himself brings to the 
Temple and sacrifices, whose 
blood causes death to pass over 
the sinner, whose sacrifice brings 
peace between God and man,  

who bears the sin of the whole world on His head and 
takes it away as far as the east is from the west. “Behold, 
the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world;” 
the entire world, from the first sin of Adam and Eve; to the 
end of the world; only He can forgive, in order to make 
peace with God the Father. 


He has been given the authority to forgive even the sin 
of murder in every form, from abortion to euthanasia, to 
suicide, to the violent vocabulary that inflicts such harm 
and kills the spirit. In a few minutes we will humbly pray in 
this eucharistic celebration to this forgiveness and life and 
peace with God as we sing the “AGNUS DEI” before His 
body and blood, “Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world, have mercy on us. Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Lamb of 
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Let us rejoice! Kari Gregerson received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation on Christmas Day, December 25, 2022.



God, who takes away the sin of the world, grant us 
peace.” And in so singing, we point our own boney 
fingers at the One who comes to us in the bread and the 
wine just as He came to John and together with John, 
we bear witness that “this is the Son of God.”


Dear Brothers and sisters It is around this altar 
looking at the Angus Dei, worshiping Him in humility we 
grow together as a family. Jesus doesn’t seem to care 
who we are, rich or poor, where we are from, or what we 
have done or left undone. Republican or Democrat, 
citizen or foreigner, good or bad, none of it seems to 
matter to Jesus. For Him there is no why, no conditions, 
attached to His love, hospitality, forgiveness, or giving. 
That is the value 
He is teaching us 
to follow closely. 
There ’s lo ts o f 
other ways to grow 
as a Church. But 
worsh ip ing the 
A g n u s D e i 
together, forgetting 
all the differences 
is the best way 
poss ib le to be 
p r o u d t o b e 
Catholic. ❖
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SAT., JANUARY 14 Weekday/BVM

Heb 4:12-16/Mk 2:13-17 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰ Denise Dresch 

[Jim & DeeDee Sahakian]

SUN., JANUARY 15 SECOND SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

Is 49:3, 5-6/1 Cor 1:1-3/Jn 
1:29-34

8:00-8:15 am & 10:00-10:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: ♰ Gerald Damian 

[Claudia Damian] 
10:30 am Mass: For the People

MON., JANUARY 16 Weekday

Heb 5:1-10/Mk 2:18-22 12:10 pm Mass: ♰ David Roncoli 
[David & Cheryl Bauer] 

3:30 pm Religious Education - PC 
7:00 pm Staff Meeting - FFH

TUES., JANUARY 17 St. Anthony, Abbot

Heb 6:10-20/Mk 2:23-28 8:30 am Mass: ♰ Duane Beuerle 
[His loving wife Elizabeth Beuerle]

WED., JANUARY 18 Weekday

Heb 7:1-3, 15-17/Mk 3:1-6 8:30 am Mass: ♰ Anna & ♰ Martin Brogley Sr. 
[Claudia Damian]

THURS., JANUARY 19 Weekday

Heb 7:25—8:6/Mk 3:7-12 8:30 am Mass: ♰Charles & ♰Dorothy VanBeylen 
[Bill & Sandi Kwolek]

FRI., JANUARY 20 Weekday/Sts. Fabian and Sebastian, Martyrs

Heb 8:6-13/Mk 3:13-19 8:30 am Mass: In loving memory of  
                ♰ Victoria Curley 

[John Curley Family] 
6:00 pm Mass: For the Unborn 
6:45 pm Dinner and Pro-Life Movie - FFH

SAT., JANUARY 21 St. Agnes, Virgin and Martyr

Heb 9:2-3, 11-14/Mk 3:20-21 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: For the People

SUN., JANUARY 22 THIRD SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

Is 8:23—9:3/1 Cor 1:10-13, 
17/Mt 4:12-23 or 4:12-17 

8:00-8:15 am & 10:00-10:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: ♰ Duane Beuerle 

[His loving wife Elizabeth Beuerle] 
10:30 am Mass: In loving memory of ♰ James 
Shafer, the 19th Anniversary of his death 

[Patricia Shafer]

Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: 

Call (734)994-8863 or the 24-hour hotline 
800-712-HELP 

or visit arbor woman.com/abortion/

“AA” group meets Tuesdays at 
7:00 pm - United Methodist 
Church, 501 Ann Arbor St.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those 
struggling with same sex attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families and 
friends of ‘Courage’ clients. 

Call 810-231-9199 ext. 202

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or 
email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Please Pray for: 
Cindy Marie Remski  
Mary Frances Fielder 

Dave Roberts 
Nancy Walkowe 

Emilienne Ramdé 
Zach Jarels 
Eileen Ball 

Loretta Widmayer 
Steve Sweeney Family 

Nicole Stewart 
Ricki Roelant 

Dr. Gunjan Shah 
Terry Salyer 

Janice Emmons 
Katy Conners and Teddy 

Charles Gaylord 
Seth Goodell 
Tony Ignacio 

Jamie Powers 
Cindy and Paul Wills 

Arlette Tieno 
Jean Rose 

Walter Faubion 
Michael Cummings 

Rose Pratt 
Mike Gibbons 
Lee Ann Vitali 

Colonel Gary Dettling  
Alba Pinzani  

Delores Oakley  
David Gaylord 

Joe Schim and his family 
Amber and Colby 

The Repose of the Soul: 
♰ Scott Sangster  
♰ Bob StrongPrayer Tree Note: Please let us know of any status updates regarding 

people who are being prayed for.

Happy Belated Birthday!  
Marguerite Dahl 

There was an editing error and Marguerite’s 
name was omitted from the list. Marguerite 
celebrated her special day on December 31st! 
May you be blessed with many, many more!

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


Altar Flowers 
For the week of  January  15th 

In loving memory of   
♰ Ann Marie and ♰ John Rugh  

(John & Joyce Christensen)

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, January 1, 2023 

Sunday Envelopes(44)  $5,122.00 .....
Loose Cash & Checks $166.00 .......
Welcome Envelopes(52 $15.00 .....
E-Giving(1) $103.06 .......................
Solemnity of Mary(20) $812.00 ......
Christmas Offering (6)* $400.00 ...
Utilities(5) $145.00 .........................

2 

Weekly toward budget $6,763.06 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. ABOVE goal $1,463.06 ............

2 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings & Maintenance(7)$370.00 
Poor Box $17.25 ...........................
Votive Candles $28.00 ..................
*Correction: last week’s Christmas 
collection should have read $2,655 it 
was published as $50.

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. For the repose of the soul 
of  ♰Mary Marzinske 

(Mike & Pat Gibbons) 
2. For Mary Cousino 

THANK YOU so much!! 
(Marja Warner)
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Parish and Area  News

Parish Family Birthdays 
Jan 14 	 Matthew Radze  ..........
Jan 18	 Ginny Johnson
...........
	 Maxwell Woods
......................
Jan 19	 William Nashif                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              ...........
	 Carolyn Wagner
......................
Jan 20	 Jeffrey Sangster
...........
	 Jesse Sangster
......................
Jan 21	 Trent Line
...........

Find more area news and events on the parish website: stmarymanchester.org

Seeking Altar Servers 
Fr. Bosco would like to invite the men and boys of the parish who have already 
received First Holy Communion to consider serving the parish as altar servers. The 
training will be provided. Please contact Fr. Bosco if you have any questions. 

 Looking for Part-Time Employment? 
Eineder's Funeral Home, Michigan Center Chapel, is looking for a part-time 
administrative assistant. If interested, contact ~~ jeff@einederfuneralhomes.com 

Mass, Dinner, and a Movie: A Pro-Life Event 
In recognition of the 50th anniversary of legal abortion in the US, please join together 
to participate in a Mass for the Unborn on Friday, January 20th at 6:00pm. After Mass 
(approx. 6:45), we will join in the FFH to watch Lifemark, a new movie telling a true 
story of adoption, reconciliation, and love. The movie is rated PG-13 due to addressing 
the subject of abortion. Pizza and other refreshments will be served. Please RSVP to 
stmaryprolife@gmail.com so that we can plan for the refreshments. 

Columbus Ladies Rummage Sale 
Start your spring cleaning now and take your gently used items to the Dexter Columbus 
Hall & Banquet Center, 8265 Dexter-Chelsea Rd., Dexter MI. Drop off days are 
January 25-28th noon-6pm and January 29th 11am-4pm. Sorry, no furniture, 
computers, TVs, child car seats, large exercise equipment or Christmas Trees. All 
proceeds benefit St. Louis Center and His Eye is on the Sparrow. Sale dates February 
3-4th 8:30am-6:00pm and February 5th 10am-2pm. 

40 Days For Life 
Join the Ann Arbor team at their planning meeting Mondays, January 16th, 23rd and/
or February 6th at 7 pm either virtually or in person. Contact Sandie for the link and/
or location at plan2pray@gmail.com or 734-657-1936. Volunteers are needed for small 
and large tasks. 
Mark your calendars now! The 2023 Spring Campaign will begin on Ash Wednesday, 
February 22nd and conclude on Palm Sunday, April 2nd. 

2023 Parish Directory 
Time slots are filling up for the new parish directory. February 8th-11th are dates for 
St. Mary’s parishioners. All participants will receive a free 8x10 portrait and a church 
directory, with the option to purchase additional pictures. Schedule your portraits online 
at www.ucdir.com. The church code is "mi1734" and the password is "photos". Please 
contact Julia Nashif with any questions at julianashif@gmail.com or 734-263-8450. 

St. Andrew Catholic School 
St. Andrew Catholic School, inspired by the Holy Spirit, and in partnership with 
families, seeks to build and deepen the Catholic faith of its students. Our Mission is to 
help them to seek to know The Good, The True and The Beautiful which leads us to 
Him. We will commit to foster community discipleship through love for God and of all 
his people. Enrollment for St. Andrew Catholic School is now open for the entire 
community. Learn more about our school here: https://standrewsaline.org/school 

Married Couples Weekend 
St. Francis Retreat Center in Dewitt is offering a celebration of holy matrimony and 
why it matters February 10th-12th.  The weekend includes vow renewal ceremony, 
blessing of wedding rings, Mass, Adoration, inspiring presentations, time to unwind and 
a cocktail reception. Cost is $325/couple. Sign up at: stfrancis.ws/mcw. Visit their 
website for more upcoming men’s and women’s retreats. 

Attention Mid-Life Single Persons 
Are you looking for a renewed sense of purpose & belonging? Register today for a life-
changing REFLECT weekend retreat at the St. Francis Retreat Center, in DeWitt, MI 
(10 miles north of Lansing), February 24-26, 2023. Cost is $215 for all meals, and a 
single room.Visit www.ReflectRetreat.com, e-mail reflect.michigan@gmail.com, or 
call (586) 770-1772 for details. 
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