
The very beginning of the Sermon on the Mount 
(Mt 5:1-12) tells us the whole point of the 
sermon, that it is all about real blessedness, real 

happiness, real joy, real gladness, and genuine divine 
rewards that He promises. And from there on, he talks 
about how these factors above become possible, what 
kind of lifestyle produces this kind of happiness. The 
theme continues through chapters 5, 6, and 7. 


The Sermon on the Mount has nothing to say and 
nothing to offer to someone apart from faith in Jesus Christ. 
It maps out the journey for all who will follow Him. The Lord 
tells His followers in advance the changes that discipleship 
will make in their lives. The “beatitudes” are the gateway to 
the Sermon on the Mount. They outline nine changes that 
you should expect to see take place in your life as you 
follow Jesus. The key to that kind of blessedness is 
f o l l o w i n g a n e w 
standard of living and 
a new kind of life. And 
that is what Jesus sets 
forth in this sermon, 
each one a miraculous 
transformation to be 
alive in Christ, all are 
spelled out in greater 
detail in the rest of the 
“Sermon.” 


I n M a t t h e w 
5 - 7 ,  o u r L o r d i s 
establishing a counter 
s t a n d a r d o f 
l iv ing,  contrary to 
everything the world knows and practices, a new approach 
to living those results in blessedness. And this deep inner 
happiness,  a deep and genuine sense of blessedness,  a 
bliss that the world cannot offer,  not produced by the 
world, not produced by circumstances, and not subject to 
change by the world or circumstances. The first four 
describe the changes in your personal relationship with 
God you should expect to see in yourself. Following Jesus 
will make you “poor in spirit” before God; “mournful” before 
God; “meek” before God; and “hungry and thirsty for 
righteousness” before God.


When Jesus says the word poverty of spirit this is the 
best diagnosis of man you could ever find. This is about 
man trying to take control of his own life, but is absolutely 
incapable of accomplishing anything without the grace of  
somebody else. It doesn’t mean poor-spirited,  in the 
sense of lacking enthusiasm. It doesn’t mean being lazy, 
quiet, indifferent or passive. An individual who is poor in 
spirit is one with no sense of self-sufficiency. He is 
bankrupt.


Let me give you an illustration of this from the parable 
of the Lord in Luke 18. “Two men went up into the temple 
to pray; the one a Pharisee,  and the other a tax 
collector.  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with 
himself,  ‘God, I thank you that I am not as other 
men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, and even as the tax 
collector over here. I fast twice a week,  I give tithes of all 

that I possess.’ And the 
tax collector, standing 
afar off, would not lift up 
so much as  his  eyes to 
heaven,  like a beggar 
cringing he beats his 
breast and he says ‘God 
be merciful  to me a 
sinner.’ This tax collector 
is spiritually empty and 
bankrupt, and crying out 
to God for mercy. 

In verse 4 Jesus says, 
“Blessed are they that 
mourn for they shall be 
comforted.” In the world 

today the main focus of life is scrambling for constant 
pleasure,  the amusement park mentality, and the 
entertainment mania in living it up are an expression of the 
world’s desire to avoid mourning, sorrow,  and pain. But 
Jesus offers just the opposite of the world’s 
philosophy.  Jesus knows that tears and sorrow are like 
releasing  a pressure valve that lets all the stress out  of 
your system so it doesn’t poison your whole emotional 
character. It’s a gift from God. It releases pain. It permits a 
healing process. And when pain and remorse, sorrow and 
mourning are kept inside, they poison the emotions. 
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Parishioners of all ages attended the ‘Mass and a Movie’ event held on Friday, January 20th. 
e event was sponsored by St. Mary’s Pro-Life Committee to offer prayers for the unborn and 

education on pro-life topics. Watch the bulletin for more Pro-Life events.



It’s very natural to mourn. Abraham wept when his 
wife died. He had every right to do so. That’s how he 
dealt with his grief.  It came out in tears and mourning. 
Our Lord wept at the grave of Lazarus because He 
loved him and He had compassion. There is a wrong 
kind of mourning in the Bible too. One example is King 
Ahab’s mourning. He wanted Naboth's vineyard.  He 
coveted it so much that it says in 1 Kings 21:4, “He laid 
on his bed, turned away his face, and wouldn't eat any 
bread.”  He went into mourning because he wanted 
what wasn’t his.  That’s an illicit, wrong kind of 
mourning. There is only one kind of sorrow that brings 
life,  and that is godly sorrow,  which leads you to 
repentance. Sin is the main issue. Sorrow over sin 
brings salvation and comfort.What did the prodigal son 
do in the parable of the Lord? He admitted that he was 
wrong and then returned to the father where the source 
of grace and mercy was to be found. He mourned.


As we continue in this Gospel of beatitudes, there 
are five changes that you should expect to see in your 
relationship with your neighbor. Following Jesus will 
make you “merciful” toward your neighbor; “pure in 
heart” toward your neighbor; “a peacemaker” with your 
neighbor. And if they should “persecute you” just 
because you’re acting like a Christian, you will “rejoice 
and be glad” that you have the blessed privilege of 
membership in the cosmic fellowship of all who have 
been persecuted for the name of Jesus. 


Dear brothers and sisters, when Jesus delivered 
the beatitudes to His disciples and the crowd listening 
in, there were no ‘ifs’ in any of these statements like, “if 
you change to be like this, then you will be blessed,” 
that make it conditional. Each beatitude begins with the 
announcement of blessing in the present tense. The 
change that Jesus works in His followers is always a 
‘work in progress’ for the last 2000 years.   ❖

Fr. Bosco’s article continued from page 1

SAT., JANUARY 28 St. Thomas Aquinas, Priest and Doctor  

Heb 11:1-2, 8-19/Mk 4:35-41 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Emilienne Ramdé’s health 

[Inge & Pete Roncoli]

SUN., JANUARY 29 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

Zep 2:3; 3:12-13/1 Cor 
1:26-31/Mt 5:1-12a 

8:00-8:15 am & 10:00-10:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:30 am Mass: ♰ Paula Saft 

[David & Cheryl Bauer]

MON., JANUARY 30 Weekday

Heb 11:32-40/Mk 5:1-20 12:10 pm Mass: In loving memory of  
                ♰ Victoria Curley 

[John Curley Family] 
3:30 pm Religious Education - PC

TUES., JANUARY 31 St. John Bosco, Priest

Heb 12:1-4/Mk 5:21-43 8:30 am Mass: ♰ Duane Beuerle 
[His loving wife Elizabeth Beuerle]

WED., FEBRUARY 1 Weekday

Heb 12:4-7, 11-15/Mk 6:1-6 8:30 am Mass: ♰ Jack Strong 
[Jim & DeeDee Sahakian] 

7:00 pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting - FFH 
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal - Choir Loft

THURS., FEBRUARY 2 The Presentation of the Lord

Mal 3:1-4/Heb 2:14-18/Lk 
2:22-40 or 2:22-32 

8:30 am Mass: ♰ Alfred & ♰ Lorraine Kwolek 
[Bill & Sandi Kwolek]

FRI., FEBRUARY 3 Weekday/Sts. Blaise and Ansgar, Bishops

Heb 13:1-8/Mk 6:14-29 8:30 am First Friday Mass: ♰ Fr. John Lehner 
[Sam & Donna Hnizdor] 

Exposition & Adoration Following 8:30am Mass 
8:00 pm Confession on First Friday 
10:00 pm Benediction to close Adoration

SAT., FEBRUARY 4 Weekday/BVM

Heb 13:15-17, 20-21/Mk 
6:30-34 

First Saturday Mass: ♰ Denise Dresch 
[Shirley Krzyzaniak] 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰ David Roncoli 

[Shirley Krzyzaniak]

SUN., FEBRUARY 5 FIFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

Is 58:7-10/1 Cor 2:1-5/Mt 
5:13-16 

Blessing of the throats after all weekend Masses 
8:00-8:15 am & 10:00-10:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass:  
10:30 am Mass: For the People 
♰ Denise Dresch 

[Marge Scully]

Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: 

Call (734)994-8863 or the 24-hour hotline 
800-712-HELP 

or visit arbor woman.com/abortion/

“AA” group meets Tuesdays at 
7:00 pm - United Methodist 
Church, 501 Ann Arbor St.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those 
struggling with same sex attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families and 
friends of ‘Courage’ clients. 

Call 810-231-9199 ext. 202

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or 
email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Please Pray for: 
Fr. David Howell 

Cindy Marie Remski  
Mary Frances Fielder 

Dave Roberts 
Nancy Walkowe 

Emilienne Ramdé 
Zach Jarels 
Eileen Ball 

Loretta Widmayer 
Steve Sweeney Family 

Nicole Stewart 
Ricki Roelant 

Dr. Gunjan Shah 
Terry Salyer 

Janice Emmons 
Katy Conners and Teddy 

Charles Gaylord 

Tony Ignacio 
Cindy and Paul Wills 

Arlette Tieno 
Jean Rose 

Walter Faubion 
Michael Cummings 

Rose Pratt 
Mike Gibbons 
Lee Ann Vitali 

Colonel Gary Dettling  
Alba Pinzani  

Delores Oakley  
David Gaylord 

Joe Schim and his family 
The Repose of the Soul: 

♰ Sophia Dinverno 
♰ Scott Sangster  
♰ Bob Strong

Prayer Tree Note: Please let us know of any status updates regarding 
people who are being prayed for.

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


Altar Flowers 
For the week of  January  29th  

In remembrance of ♰ Joe 
Fitzgerald and what would’ve 

been our 72nd Wedding 
Anniversary  

(His loving wife, Pat 
Fitzgerald)

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, January 15, 2023 

Sunday Envelopes(56)  $3,805.00 .....
Loose Cash & Checks $169.00 .......
Solemnity of Mary(3) $75.00 ........
Christmas Offering(24) $80.00 ....
All Saints(1) $20.00 ......................
E-Giving(7) $588.60 .......................
Utilities(3) $100.00 .........................
E-Utilities(1) $100.00 .....................

2 

Weekly toward budget $4,837.60 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. BELOW goal $462.40 ...........

2 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings & Maintenance(4)$125.00 
E-CRS Appeal(1) $20.00 ..............
Poor Box $167.76 ...........................
Votive Candles $49.00..................

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. In remembrance of ♰ Joe 
Fitzgerald and what would’ve 

been our 72nd Wedding 
Anniversary 

(His loving wife, Pat 
Fitzgerald) 

2. For Fr. Bosco’s Birthday 
(Pat Fitzgerald)
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Parish and Area  News

Parish Family Birthdays 
Jan 28	 Elizabeth Burch
...........
Jan 31	 Fr. Bosco
...........
Feb 1 	 Cheryl Bauer
............
	 Gina Lentz
......................
Feb 3	 Ron Kohmescher
.............
	 Aaron Sangster
......................
	 Susan Walters
......................
Feb 4	 Deborah Burch
.............
Feb 5	 Layla Line                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              .............
	 John Christensen......................

Find more area news and events on the parish website: 
stmarymanchester.org

Seeking Altar Servers 
Fr. Bosco would like to invite the men and boys of the parish who have already 
received First Holy Communion to consider serving the parish as altar servers. The 
training will be provided. Please contact Fr. Bosco if you have any questions. 

The Rescue Project Sessions 
Fr. John Riccardo hosts this series. He is a fascinating storyteller and will introduce you 
to a Jesus whose concealed power transformed everything. Join parishioners in 
experiencing the story of what Jesus secretly did when He took His last breath. This 
series of 9 videos in Fr. Fisher Hall is offered on Mondays beginning February 13th 
both at 12:45pm and 6:30pm. Attend in person or view the videos at your convenience 
anytime online by linking to the Parish website or Facebook page. Details are in a stack 
of flyers in the church vestibule. 

Upcoming Choir Rehearsals 
Consider joining the Parish choir - rehearsals are on Wednesdays at 7 p.m. in the choir 
loft (except where noted otherwise): Feb. 1st, 15th, March 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th, 
April 5th, Sat. April 8th at 11am. The Choir will sing at the following 10:30am 
Masses: Feb. 5th, 19th, April 2nd (Palm Sunday), April 6th (Holy Thursday at 
7:30pm), & April 8th (Easter Vigil beginning after sundown). 

Columbus Ladies Rummage Sale 
Come find some bargains. Sale dates February 3-4th 8:30am-6:00pm and February 
5th 10am-2pm. All proceeds benefit St. Louis Center and His Eye is on the Sparrow. 

40 Days For Life 
The 2023 Spring Campaign will begins February 22nd. The KICKOFF RALLY and 
JERICHO MARCH is Sunday, Feb. 19th at 2 pm, with Shari Boley, Executive Director 
of the Pregnancy Help Clinic in Brighton, Deacon Rich Badics (St. Francis of Assisi 
Catholic Church, Ann Arbor) and Pastor Dave McCarty (senior pastor Emmanuel 
Lutheran Church, Britton). 3100 Professional Dr.The Jericho March (1 mile prayer 
walk around Planned Parenthood) will immediately follow. 

2023 Parish Directory 
Time slots are filling up for the new parish directory. February 8th-11th are dates for 
St. Mary’s parishioners. All participants will receive a free 8x10 portrait and a church 
directory, with the option to purchase additional pictures. Schedule your portraits online 
at www.ucdir.com. The church code is "mi1734" and the password is "photos". Please 
contact Julia Nashif with any questions at julianashif@gmail.com or 734-263-8450. 

Married Couples Weekend 
St. Francis Retreat Center in Dewitt is offering a celebration of holy matrimony and 
why it matters February 10th-12th. The weekend includes vow renewal ceremony, 
blessing of wedding rings, Mass, Adoration, inspiring presentations, time to unwind and 
a cocktail reception. Cost is $325/couple. Sign up at: stfrancis.ws/mcw. 

Attention Mid-Life Single Persons 
Are you looking for a renewed sense of purpose & belonging? Register today for a life-
changing REFLECT retreat at St. Francis Retreat Center 
in DeWitt on February 24th-26th. Take a chance and 
get involved... you won't regret it! Cost is $215 for 
meals and a single room. Visit ReflectRetreat.com, e-
ma i l r e f l e c t .m ich igan@gmai l . com, o r c a l l 
(586)770-1772 for details. 

Mark your Calendars 
“In this Place: Encountering the Mysteries of Christ’s 
Life” Lenten Retreat is being offered by Fr. Robert 
Bacik. The retreat begins with Mass at 9:00am and is 
followed by lunch. This free event is being held at 
Immaculate Conception Church in Milan on March 
11th. 


