
Once upon a time, it was common to hear 
preachers ask: “If you were put on trial for 
being a Christian, would there be enough 

evidence to convict you?” Many observers today faced 
with that question would conclude, for most people, 
possibly not.


	 Which is sad, because Christianity is true. It 
teaches truth. Jesus told His disciples that they are the 
salt and the light that makes Christianity not only savory 
but illuminating. Yet commentators everywhere find that 
Christianity seems to have lost much of its savor, that the 
light it emits is growing dim.  


For evidence, they point out the following: several 
mainline Protestant denominations have stopped 
preaching the Gospel of Jesus in favor of one of personal 
prosperity; Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a Lutheran, saw that in 
America nearly a century ago.  Some Evangelical churches 
have quietly set aside the Creed or watered it down so as 
to proclaim a more “inclusive” message to post-
millennials. In the turmoil following Vatican II, several 
Catholic moral theologians have begun revising the 
commandments so as to make the fifth, sixth, and ninth 
commandments more palatable. They teach (for example) 
that, under certain circumstances, acts such as abortion, 
sex outside of marriage, and even adultery can be 
virtuous.


When we move from the institutional to the personal 
level, it seems that Catholics everywhere have bought into 
this line of thinking. How many Catholics do you know 
who take for granted that homosexual behavior, same-sex 
marriage, and even abortion are not only acceptable but 
that opposition to them is unchristian? How many young 
couples cohabit before marriage and think nothing of the 
consequences? And if they have children (whether in or 
out of marriage), how many have these children baptized? 
How many Mass-attending Catholics don’t believe that 
the Eucharist is Jesus’ real body and blood? Whatever is 
behind such disaffection from standard Catholic belief and 
practice, the results are telling. It’s estimated that more 
people leave or drift away from the Catholic Church every 
year than come into it.


When Jesus called His disciples “salt of the earth” and 
“light of the world,” He wasn’t thinking merely that they 
should be nice people, folks everyone can get along with, 
never offensive to anyone. Salt and light include those 
things, of course, but they’re not enough; just read the rest 
of the Sermon on the Mount. Someone who lives as salt 
and light follows the pattern of life we heard about during 
last week’s Gospel: the Beatitudes. A Christian with salt, 
who emits light, is someone who:


• Is poor in spirit, concerned less about what he has 
than about what he can give for the kingdom of heaven;


•mourns over his own sins and those of the Church 
and does what he can to repair the damage;

•cultivates meekness by growing strong in faith and 
secure in his own personality but shows compassion 
toward those who are weak in both;

•hungers and thirsts for righteousness, eager to be a 
saint, straining through prayer and good works to 
accomplish that goal for himself and others;

•is generous with mercy toward people who despise 
him, offend him, dismiss him, ignore him, or who 
simply don’t understand what makes him tick;

•desires purity of heart, by keeping mind and body 
sexually chaste and doing everything as much as 
possible without ulterior motives;

•avoids factionalism and promotes peace within the 
parish and village community;

•is willing to let himself be “canceled,” either socially 
or physically, as long as the truth is held up for honor.
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FRIDAY 
N IGHT FISH FRY

DRIVE-THRU TAKE-OUT ONLY 

$1

6 Fridays:   Feb 24th  thru  Mar 31st   3:30 to 7pm

Beer Battered Deep Fried not baked  Cod
 French fries 

Dinner roll & butter

Coleslaw   
Homemade Cookie 
Tartar Sauce           

108 Madison St @ Clinton - One block north
of historic downtown Manchester
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OUR DRIVE-THRU IS FAST
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Above all, a Christian with salt and light is one who 
loves Jesus with passion and extends that love to 
others.


Brothers and sisters, you and I — we — are the salt 
of the earth and the light of the world. But if we are 
lukewarm in our faith, if we never make time to pray, if 
we show no interest in deepening our spiritual lives, if 
we’re content to be ignorant of Scripture, how can we 
claim to keep our own saltiness? If we cut corners in 
our practice of the faith, if we despise or ignore Church 
authority, if we accept some Church teachings and 
reject others, if we avoid all mention of the religion we 
adhere to even 
within our own 
fami l ies , how 
can we provide 
l i g h t t o t h e 
culture sinking 
into darkness all 
around us? We 
can’t. We’ll be 
just as tasteless 
a s e v e r y o n e 
else.


Jesus didn’t 
tell His disciples 
that they should 
be salt and light. 
He said that’s 
what they are. 
He says that’s 
what we are, too. Let’s keep or develop our seasoning 
as disciples. Let’s uncover and intensify our light. Or, to 
return to my original analogy, if we’re to be put on trial 
for being a Christian, let’s make sure there’s more than 
enough evidence to convict.   ❖
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SAT., FEBRUARY 4 Weekday/BVM

Heb 13:15-17, 20-21/Mk 
6:30-34 

First Saturday Mass: ♰ Denise Dresch 
[Shirley Krzyzaniak] 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰ David Roncoli 

[Shirley Krzyzaniak]

SUN., FEBRUARY 5 FIFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

Is 58:7-10/1 Cor 2:1-5/Mt 
5:13-16 

Blessing of the throats after all weekend Masses 
8:00-8:15 am & 10:00-10:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: ♰ Denise Dresch 

[Marge Scully] 
10:30 am Mass: For the People

MON., FEBRUARY 6 St. Paul Miki and Companions, martyrs

Gn 1:1-19/Mk 6:53-56 12:10 pm Mass: ♰Charles & ♰Dorothy VanBeylen 
[Bill & Sandi Kwolek] 

3:30 pm Religious Education - PC

TUES., FEBRUARY 7 Weekday

Gn 1:20—2:4a/Mk 7:1-13 8:30 am Mass: ♰ Duane Beuerle 
[His loving wife Elizabeth Beuerle]

WED., FEBRUARY 8 Weekday/Sts. Jerome Emiliani and  Josephine 
Bakhita

Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17/Mk 7:14-23 8:30 am Mass: In loving memory of  
                ♰ Victoria Curley 

[John Curley Family] 
Parish Directory Portrait Sessions - FFH

THURS., FEBRUARY 9 Weekday

Gn 2:18-25/Mk 7:24-30 8:30 am Mass: ♰ Alfred & ♰ Lorraine Kwolek 
[Bill & Sandi Kwolek] 

Parish Directory Portrait Sessions - FFH

FRI., FEBRUARY 10 St. Scholastica, Virgin

Gn 3:1-8/Mk 7:31-37 8:30 am Mass: ♰ Gerald Damian 
[Claudia Damian] 

Parish Directory Portrait Sessions - FFH
SAT., FEBRUARY 11 Weekday/Our Lady of Lourdes/BVM

Gn 3:9-24/Mk 8:1-10 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Charles & ♰Dorothy 
VanBeylen 

[Bill & Sandi Kwolek] 
Parish Directory Portrait Sessions - FFH

SUN., FEBRUARY 12 SIXTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

Sir 15:15-20/1 Cor 2:6-10/Mt 
5:17-37 or 5:20-22a, 27-28, 
33-34a, 37 

8:00-8:15 am & 10:00-10:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:30 am Mass: ♰ Duane Beuerle 

[His loving wife Elizabeth Beuerle] 
Coffee Hour after Sunday Masses - FFH

Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: 

Call (734)994-8863 or the 24-hour hotline 
800-712-HELP 

or visit arbor woman.com/abortion/

“AA” group meets Tuesdays at 
7:00 pm - United Methodist 
Church, 501 Ann Arbor St.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those 
struggling with same sex attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families and 
friends of ‘Courage’ clients. 

Call 810-231-9199 ext. 202

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or 
email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Please Pray for: 
Fr. David Howell 

Cindy Marie Remski  
Mary Frances Fielder 

Dave Roberts 
Nancy Walkowe 

Emilienne Ramdé 
Zach Jarels 
Eileen Ball 

Loretta Widmayer 
Steve Sweeney Family 

Nicole Stewart 
Ricki Roelant 

Dr. Gunjan Shah 
Terry Salyer 

Janice Emmons 
Katy Conners and Teddy 

Charles Gaylord 

Tony Ignacio 
Cindy and Paul Wills 

Arlette Tieno 
Jean Rose 

Walter Faubion 
Michael Cummings 

Rose Pratt 
Mike Gibbons 
Lee Ann Vitali 

Colonel Gary Dettling  
Alba Pinzani  

Delores Oakley  
David Gaylord 

Joe Schim and his family 
The Repose of the Soul: 

♰ Sophia Dinverno 
♰ Scott Sangster  
♰ Bob Strong

Prayer Tree Note: Please let us know of any status updates regarding 
people who are being prayed for.

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


Altar Flowers 
For the week of  February  5th  

In loving memory of        
 ♰ Tom Burch  

(His loving wife, Ruth 
Burch)

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, January 22, 2023 

Sunday Envelopes(46)  $2,975.00 .....
Loose Cash & Checks $177.00 .......
E-Giving(7) $646.20 .......................
Utilities $25.00 .............................

2 

Weekly toward budget $3,823.20 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. BELOW goal $1,476.80 ...........

2 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings & Maintenance(3)$100.00 
Worldwide Evangelization(1) $25.00 
Poor Box $12.00 ...........................
Votive Candles $70.00..................

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. In loving memory of  
♰ Zetta Hammermeister 

(Jim & Marja Warner) 
2. For strength & guidance 

for Madelynn’s needs & 
testing 

(Tim & Kim Gouwens)
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Parish and Area  News

Parish Family Birthdays 
Feb 4	 Deborah Burch
.............
Feb 5	 Layla Line                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              .............
Feb 7	 Bud Ball
.............
	 Christine Remski
......................
Feb 8	 Lynn Waldecker
.............
Feb 10 	 Mary Sangster
..........
	 Daniel Select
......................
Feb 12	 Bill Kwolek
...........
	 Elizabeth Wallace
......................

Find more area news and events on the parish website: stmarymanchester.org

Blessed Palms Needed 
Starting next week, there will be a box in the vestibule of the church for blessed palms. 
Please bring your palms so that they can be prepared for use on Ash Wednesday, 
February 22nd. 

Parish Directory Photos this Week 
Don’t forget: Parish Directory photo sessions are February 8th-11th. All participants 
will receive a free 8x10 portrait and a church directory, with the option to purchase 
additional pictures. If you need assistance getting a time slot, please contact Julia 
Nashif at julianashif@gmail.com or 734-263-8450. 

Monthly Spiritual Retreat for Boys 
Every second Saturday of the month, the St. Louis Center (16195 Old US 12, Chelsea, 
MI 48118) offers a Boys Retreat for local boys. It is a time to pray together, play 
together, and discern the will of God for life. It begins with Mass at 8:15am and ends at 
noon with pizza. The family members are welcome to join for lunch at pick-up. No 
reservation is required. The next retreat is Saturday, February 11th. 

The Rescue Project Sessions 
Fr. John Riccardo hosts this series. He is a fascinating storyteller and will introduce you 
to a Jesus whose concealed power transformed everything. Join parishioners in 
experiencing the story of what Jesus secretly did when He took His last breath. This 
series of 9 videos in Fr. Fisher Hall is offered on Mondays beginning February 13th 
both at 12:45pm and 6:30pm. Attend in person or view the videos at your convenience 
anytime online by linking to the Parish website or Facebook page. Details are in a stack 
of flyers in the church vestibule. 

Upcoming Choir Rehearsals 
Consider joining the Parish choir - rehearsals are on Wednesdays at 7 p.m. in the choir 
loft (except where noted otherwise): Feb. 15th, March 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th, 
April 5th, Sat. April 8th at 11am. The Choir will sing at the following 10:30am 
Masses: Feb. 19th, April 2nd (Palm Sunday), April 6th (Holy Thursday at 7:30pm), & 
April 8th (Easter Vigil beginning after sundown). 

Fish Fry Sign-Ups 
Our delicious fish fry dinners are back this year—DRIVE-THRU TAKE-OUT ONLY at 
St. Mary Parish Center each Friday in Lent from February 24th - March 31st from 
3:30-7pm. The menu includes fried Cod, tartar sauce, french fries, coleslaw, dinner roll, 
and a cookie. The cost is $15 (cash or check only). Be a part of the work crew—we also 
have a lot of fun. Sign-up sheets are in the vestibule or just come and pick up a 
delicious meal to take home and enjoy with your family. 

40 Days For Life 
The 2023 Spring Campaign will begin February 22nd. The KICKOFF RALLY and 
JERICHO MARCH is Sunday, Feb. 19th at 2 pm, with Shari Boley, Executive 
Director of the Pregnancy Help Clinic in Brighton, Deacon Rich Badics (St. Francis of 
Assisi Catholic Church, Ann Arbor) and Pastor Dave McCarty (senior pastor 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Britton). 3100 Professional Dr.The Jericho March (1 mile 
prayer walk around Planned Parenthood) will immediately follow. 

Attention Mid-Life Single Persons 
Are you looking for a renewed sense of purpose & belonging? Register today for a life-
changing REFLECT retreat at St. Francis Retreat Center in DeWitt on February 
24th-26th. Take a chance and get involved... you won't regret it! Cost is $215 for meals 
and a single room. Visit ReflectRetreat.com, e-mail reflect.michigan@gmail.com, or 
call (586)770-1772 for details. 

Mark your Calendars 
“In this Place: Encountering the Mysteries of Christ’s Life” Lenten Retreat is being 
offered by Fr. Robert Bacik. The retreat begins with Mass at 9:00am and is followed by 
lunch. This free event is being held at Immaculate Conception Church in Milan on 
March 11th. 


