
The older I get the more aware I am of the 
choices I have made and the consequences of 
those choices, not only for me but for others. 

Some were the right choices, others were not. Regardless 
of what I think about or how I evaluate my past choices, I 
know this. 


A lifetime of choosing has shaped who I am and my 
life. A lifetime of choosing has determined the 
relationships I have and the quality of those relationships. 
A lifetime of choosing has influenced the way I see and 
engage the world. For better or worse my life and world 
have been built around the choices I have made. I am not 
s a y i n g t h a t o t h e r p e o p l e o r 
circumstances do not affect or play a 
part in our choosing. They do. Within 
every set of circumstances, good, bad, 
or neutral, there is always a choice to 
be made. As our first reading tells us, 
“Before each person is life and death, 
and whichever one chooses will be 
given,” (Sirach 15:17).


Every day we choose between life 
and death. Every day we are choosing 
our way into one or the other. We all 
have our reasons for the choices we 
make. We choose based on the costs, 
benefits, and risks associated with our 
choices. We’ve probably made choices 
that we hoped would create the 
persona and identity that we wanted. 
Sometimes we choose power, control, 
or security. Often our choices are about 
self-protection or making ourselves feel better and happy. 


Have you ever chosen yes when you really meant no? 
I suspect we all have. Why did we do that? What was 
behind that? There are thousands of reasons for the 
choices we make. Most of us, I am guessing, look back on 
our choices as having been either right or wrong. They 
were good choices or bad choices. 


But what if there’s another way of looking at it? What if 
it’s not really about good or bad, right or wrong? Have you 
ever made a choice that you knew was the right choice, a 
good choice, but it left you feeling empty, as if something 
was missing? Despite getting what you wanted, what you 

chose, your life was not enriched, made full and vibrant 
the way you thought it would be. Instead, it felt diminished 
and impoverished.


Those experiences of choosing tell us there is 
something more. They point to the truth and wisdom in 
our first reading (Sirach 15:15-20). There is really only one 
choice to be made, and it is the choice between life and 
death. Sure, we make lots of other choices but in the end, 
the only choice that really matters is the one between life 
and death. It is both the ultimate choice and the ultimate 
criteria for making all other choices. After all, what good 
does it do us to gain the whole world, to be given exactly 

what we chose, only to lose 
our life? (Mt 16:26; Mk 8:36). 

Is what we choose to think, 
say, or do life-giving? Does it 
sustain, nurture, and grow life 
for ourselves or another 
person? Or does it destroy, 
diminish, or deny life? 

We make the choice between 
life and death in so many ways 
every day of our lives. We 
make that choice in the ways 
we choose to see and look at 
ourselves and others. It’s in our 
thoughts. It’s in the words we 
speak as well as the things we 
have done and left undone. So 
what if we intentionally chose 
life in every decision we made? 
What if choosing life was at the 

center of our thoughts, the words we speak, and the 
things we do? How might that change your life, your 
relationships, and your world? I think that’s what Jesus is 
getting at in today’s Gospel (Mt 5:21-37).


  Jesus knows that life isn’t to be codified and that 
choices are more than a cost-benefit analysis, more than 
getting what we desire, and  more than simply following 
the rules. Now, I am not suggesting that we throw out the 
rules as if they don’t matter. Jesus did not do that. Rather, 
he fulfilled the law. He recognized and revealed the law to 
be about life. The law was never intended to divide people 
into categories of good or bad, right or wrong, law abider 
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Fr. Bosco administered the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
for the first time to Russel Rickert, Mary McGoff, 
Valentina Horodeczny, and Oren Schiel in the Church 
on Monday, February 6th. 



or lawbreaker. It was to point the way to life. That’s 
what Jesus does. That’s why He could say that He 
came not to destroy but to fulfill the law. Jesus did not 
come to make us good but to make us alive. He set us 
free to make choices that support, sustain, grow, and 
nurture life for ourselves and one another.


What if we took to heart the choice between life 
and death? It means we would have to look at the law 
and our lives differently. Keeping the law would not be 
the ultimate goal. Rather, it would be a means to life. It 
means that the choices we make would begin not with 
the c i rcumstances around us but wi th the 
circumstances within us. When Jesus says in today’s 
Gospel, “You have heard that it was said…. But I say to 
you…,” He is asking us to look within ourselves, to look 
at the circumstances within us. He is moving our vision 
inward. This inward looking is the recognition that the 
choices we make, the words we speak, and the actions 
we take in the world around us, first begin and arise 
from the world within us. 


Jesus says, to simply restrain from murdering 
someone is not enough. We will be just as liable to 
judgment if we are angry with a brother or sister. Jesus 
wants the transformation of our hearts more than mere 
compliance with the law. It is the transformed heart that 
begins to change our lives and relationships. That’s 
what Jesus is after. Choosing life begins with looking 
inside. So what do you see when you look within? 
What anger is there? What fear? What resentments? 
What prejudices? What grudges? 


Dear brothers and sisters, there is good news and 
bad news about the choices we make. The good news 
is that we will be given what we choose, and the bad 
news is that we will be given what we choose. So 
choose life, choose life often, and if you need to, 
choose again. “Before each person is life and death, 
and whichever one chooses will be given,” (Sirach 
15:17).   ❖
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SAT., FEBRUARY 11 Weekday/Our Lady of Lourdes/BVM

Gn 3:9-24/Mk 8:1-10 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Charles & ♰Dorothy 
VanBeylen 

[Bill & Sandi Kwolek] 
Parish Directory Portrait Sessions - FFH

SUN., FEBRUARY 12 SIXTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

Sir 15:15-20/1 Cor 2:6-10/Mt 
5:17-37 or 5:20-22a, 27-28, 
33-34a, 37 

8:00-8:15 am & 10:00-10:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:30 am Mass: ♰ Duane Beuerle 

[His loving wife Elizabeth Beuerle] 
Coffee Hour after Sunday Masses - FFH

MON., FEBRUARY 13 Weekday

Gn 4:1-15, 25/Mk 8:11-13 12:10 pm Mass: ♰Richard Tucker 
[Bill & Sandi Kwolek] 

12:45 & 6:30pm Rescue Project Bible Study - FFH  
3:30 pm Religious Education - PC

TUES., FEBRUARY 14 St. Cyril and Methodius

Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10/Mk 
8:14-21 

8:30 am Mass: ♰ Paula Saft 
[Jeff Wallace]

WED., FEBRUARY 15 Weekday

Gn 8:6-13, 20-22/Mk 8:22-26 8:30 am Mass: In loving memory of  
                ♰ Victoria Curley 

[John Curley Family] 
7:00pm Choir Practice - Choir Loft

THURS., FEBRUARY 16 Weekday

Gn 9:1-13/Mk 8:27-33 8:30 am Mass: ♰ Denise Dresch 
[Shirley Krzyzaniak] 

7:00pm Cemetery Board Meeting - FFH

FRI., FEBRUARY 17 Weekday/Seven Holy Founders of the Servite 
Order

Gn 11:1-9/Mk 8:34—9:1 8:30 am Mass: ♰ Victoria Curley 
[Ruth Burch]

SAT., FEBRUARY 18 Weekday/BVM

Heb 11:1-7/Mk 9:2-13 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: For the People

SUN., FEBRUARY 19 SEVENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

Lv 19:1-2, 17-18/1 Cor 
3:16-23/Mt 5:38-48 

8:00-8:15 am & 10:00-10:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: ♰ Paula Saft 

[Judy Walz] 
10:30 am Mass: ♰ Martin Sr. & ♰ Anna Brogley 

[Pat Fitzgerald]

Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: 

Call (734)994-8863 or the 24-hour hotline 
800-712-HELP 

or visit arbor woman.com/abortion/

“AA” group meets Tuesdays at 
7:00 pm - United Methodist 
Church, 501 Ann Arbor St.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those 
struggling with same sex attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families and 
friends of ‘Courage’ clients. 

Call 810-231-9199 ext. 202

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or 
email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Please Pray for: 
Nancy Walkowe 
Kenny Merriman 

Scott Strong 
Jean Rose 

Erin Doyle Sullivan 
Fr. David Howell 

Cindy Marie Remski  
Mary Frances Fielder 

Dave Roberts 
Nancy Walkowe 

Emilienne Ramdé 
Zach Jarels 
Eileen Ball 

Steve Sweeney Family 
Nicole Stewart 
Ricki Roelant 

Dr. Gunjan Shah 
Terry Salyer 

Janice Emmons 

Katy Conners and Teddy 
Charles Gaylord 

Tony Ignacio 
Cindy and Paul Wills 

Arlette Tieno 
Jean Rose 

Walter Faubion 
Michael Cummings 

Rose Pratt 
Mike Gibbons 
Lee Ann Vitali 

Colonel Gary Dettling  
Alba Pinzani  

Delores Oakley  
David Gaylord 

Joe Schim and his family 
The Repose of the Soul: 

♰ Sophia Dinverno 
♰ Loretta WidmayerPrayer Tree Note: Please let us know of any status updates regarding 

people who are being prayed for.

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


Altar Flowers 
For the week of  February  12th 

In loving memory of        
 ♰ Gerald Damian on what would 
have been his 72nd Birthday and 
the 6th Anniversary of his death  
(His loving wife, Claudia 

Damian)

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, January 29, 2023 

Sunday Envelopes(71)  $6,606.00 .....
Loose Cash & Checks $200.00 .......
Solemnity of Mary(1) $10.00 ........
E-Giving(3) $240.57 .......................
Utilities $15.00 .............................

2 

Weekly toward budget $7,071.57 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. ABOVE goal $1,771.57 ............

2 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings & Maintenance(3)$45.00 
Worldwide Evangel.(5) $300.00 .....
Black & Indian Missions(1)$15.00 
Poor Box $8.00 ...........................
Votive Candles $122.00..................

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. Happy Birthday 
Bud Ball 

(Your loving wife, Eve) 
2. For the repose of the soul 

of ♰ Mary Marzinske 
(Pete & Inge Roncoli)
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Parish and Area  News

Parish Family Birthdays 
Feb 12	 Bill Kwolek
...........
	 Elizabeth Wallace
......................
Feb 13	 John Doyle
...........
	 Brent Jennings
.......................
Feb 16	 Todd Ducsay                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             ...........
	 Gary O’Hotzke
......................
	 Jay Schwab
......................
Feb 17	 Scott Strong
...........
Feb 19 	 Russel Rickert
..........

Find more area news and events on the parish website: stmarymanchester.org

Blessed Palms Needed 
Starting next week, there will be a box in the vestibule of the church for blessed palms. 
Please bring your palms so that they can be prepared for use on Ash Wednesday, 
February 22nd. 

The Rescue Project Sessions 
Fr. John Riccardo hosts this series. He is a fascinating storyteller and will introduce you 
to a Jesus whose concealed power transformed everything. Join parishioners in 
experiencing the story of what Jesus secretly did when He took His last breath. This 
series of 9 videos in Fr. Fisher Hall is offered on Mondays beginning February 13th 
both at 12:45pm and 6:30pm. Attend in person or view the videos at your convenience 
anytime online by linking to the Parish website or Facebook page. Details are in a stack 
of flyers in the church vestibule. 

More Masses for Lent 
In order for more people to make the most of Lent, Fr. Bosco has added some 
opportunities to attend Mass and other devotions. On As Wednesday, February 22nd,  
there will be a Mass at 7:00am. This Mass will be without hymns or homily so that 
people can receive ashes before going to work. On each Thursday during Lent in 
addition to the 8:30am Mass there will the opportunity for Confession, praying the 
Stations of the Cross and Mass at 7:00pm.  

Upcoming Choir Rehearsals 
Consider joining the Parish choir - rehearsals are on Wednesdays at 7 p.m. in the choir 
loft (except where noted otherwise): Feb. 15th, March 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th, 
April 5th, Sat. April 8th at 11am. The Choir will sing at the following 10:30am 
Masses: Feb. 19th, April 2nd (Palm Sunday), April 6th (Holy Thursday at 7:30pm), & 
April 8th (Easter Vigil beginning after sundown). 

Fish Fry Sign-Ups 
The Fish Fry’s start next wee at St. Mary Parish Center. They will be each Friday in 
Lent February 24th - March 31st from 3:30-7pm. Sign-up sheets are in the vestibule 
or just come and pick up a delicious meal to take home and enjoy with your family. 

40 Days For Life 
The 2023 Spring Campaign will begin February 22nd. The KICKOFF RALLY and 
JERICHO MARCH is Sunday, Feb. 19th at 2 pm, with Shari Boley, Executive 
Director of the Pregnancy Help Clinic in Brighton, Deacon Rich Badics (St. Francis of 
Assisi Catholic Church, Ann Arbor) and Pastor Dave McCarty (senior pastor 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Britton). 3100 Professional Dr.The Jericho March (1 mile 
prayer walk around Planned Parenthood) will immediately follow. 

All the World's a Stage 
The Jeweler's Players, the theater troupe of St. Augustine's Homeschool Enrichment 
Program, are performing “As You Like It” by Shakespeare on February 24th and 25th 
at 7pm, and February 26th at 3pm at Whitmore Lake High School Auditorium, 7430 
Whitmore Lake Rd., Whitmore Lake, MI. Tickets are $8/adults, $5/student, $30/family, 
available at the door. Full traditional costumes and scenery. It will be a great 
production. More information available at: www.thejewelersplayers.com 

Mark your Calendars 
“In this Place: Encountering the Mysteries of Christ’s Life” Lenten Retreat is being 
offered by Fr. Robert Bacik. The retreat begins with Mass at 9:00am and is followed by 
lunch. This free event is being held at Immaculate Conception Church in Milan on 
March 11th. 

Spring Craft Show Seeking Vendors 
The Missions Group at Emanuel UCC is holding a “Spring Craft & Vendor Show” in 
the Fellowship Hall on April 15th (Saturday after Easter) from 9am-4pm. Tables are 
available for $25. Lunch will be available for a small fee. For more information, contact 
Karen Hinkley at (734) 864-2135. 


