
Six times in this “Sermon on the Mount” Jesus 
says, “You have heard that it was said to those 
of old… but I say to you…” Each of the six 

examples pertains directly to the 10 Commandments. He’s 
not overriding the 10 Commandments. He is sweeping 
away all of the false teaching and ‘loopholes’ that have 
confused them. Somewhere between the giving of the 
Law on Mt. Sinai and the present day, lots of ‘loopholes’ 
had been discovered in the 10 Commandments. Sinful 
and fallen men and women will always strive to justify 
themselves before almighty God according to their 
keeping of God’s Law. 


Recall that last Sunday we heard 
Jesus say, “Do not think that I have come 
to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have 
not come to abolish them but to fulfill 
them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven 
and earth pass away, not an iota, not a 
dot, will pass from the Law until all is 
accomplished.” (Mt 5:17-18). Listen to 
Jesus. “Therefore, whoever loosens one of 
the least of these commandments and 
teaches others to do the same will be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 
whoever does them and teaches them will 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” 
(Mt 5:19). 


Last Sunday, we heard Jesus begin to rattle off a 
series of laws that Israel’s teachers had been teaching 
people how to find loopholes in. “You have heard that it 
was said…. • You can be as angry and hateful to your 
neighbor as you would like as long as you actually don’t 
murder him… • You can have all of the lustful thoughts 
and desires towards someone that you want as long as 
you don’t actually do anything to them… • You can take all 
the oaths you want as long as you don’t actually use 
God’s name… “and Jesus said, “But I say to you…” And 
one by one, Jesus draws out the true meaning and 
purpose of God’s Law and what it actually means and how 
we should strive to live by it. But here is Jesus Christ, the 
author of the Law of God and He’s telling us what it means 
and God’s intent for the Law.


I. Love the Wrongdoer: This morning, we hear Jesus 
instruct His disciples saying, “You have heard that it was 

said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ A famous 
law for the purpose of protecting the wrongdoer who has 
caused injury to someone. The punishment must be in 
proportion to the crime. So Moses said, ‘an eye for an eye 
and a tooth for a tooth “It’s your right to get revenge.” But 
listen to Jesus. “But I say to you, Do not resist the one 
who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, 
turn to him the other also.” 


Dear brothers and sisters, never forget, always 
remember that this is from the One who was struck in the 
face by the soldiers, who took His cloak and His tunic and 
who was forced to carry His cross to the place of the skull.  

He gave his life willingly and 
gladly to a world begging for 
life, without any thought of 
revenge. There wasn't any 
other voice  in Him but the 
voice of the Holy Spirit. The 
blood of Abel cries out for 
revenge against Cain. But the 
blood of Jesus cries out a 
better message. “Father, 
forgive them they do not 
know what they are doing…,” 
a better message that breaks 
the chain reaction of revenge 
upon revenge. This is the 

“righteousness that surpasses that of the Pharisees” 
because it puts all trust in God’s Son, who is the 
“righteous one” “An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth” 
is a law that is meant for governments and societies that 
are responsible for carrying out justice and protecting 
citizens, let us, as individual Christians, not resort to 
revenge.


2. Love your enemy: You have heard that it was said, 
‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’” The 
summary of the 2nd Tablet of the 10 Commandments is, 
“love your neighbor as yourself.” What a wonderful world 
this would be if we loved our neighbor as much as we love 
ourselves and our neighbors loved us as much as they 
love themselves. It’s a good Law. But who keeps it? 


At the time of Jesus, they found loopholes in this 
beautiful law. They asked who is my neighbor? Once you 
determine who your neighbor is, then you are able to 
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Final preparations are being completed on the new 
barn designated for French fry cooking. 



determine who your neighbor is not. And if he’s not 
your neighbor, then ‘legally,’ you’re well within your 
rights to hate him – the gentile, the tax collector, the 
sinner; the foreigner who worships false gods. The 
clever lawyer says, ‘they’re not your neighbors. They’re 
your ‘enemies’ and so it’s okay to hate them.’ The 
Pharisees got upset with Jesus because He didn’t hate 
whom He was supposed to hate. He even ate with 
them. Listen to Jesus. “But I say to you, love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that 
you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. This 
is how “your righteousness surpasses that of the 
Pharisees.” 


Jesus said “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly 
Father is perfect.” This call to perfection is the good 
news that offers us a new reality, a new hope, and a 
new path for our life. Perhaps many, will hear Jesus’ 
words as an impossibility. They will hear his words as a 
demand for moral perfectionism, a demand to always 
say the right words, make the correct choice, and 
behave appropriately. 


So what does Jesus expect from us? One of the 
first things Jesus expects is that we stop using our 
humanity as an excuse, as a reason for being less than 
who we really are. This call does not change the fact 
that you and I can name the things we have done and 
left undone, the ways in which we have turned against 
God and our neighbor. Too often we have offered 
retaliation instead of the other cheek. Our thoughts, 
words, and deeds have sometimes been filled with 
violence rather than love, mercy, and forgiveness. 
Jesus sees more for our lives than we often see for 
ourselves. He sees all that we are and all that we can 
become, children of God. This is not so much about 
becoming something that we are not but about 
becoming what God has always intended and 
envisioned for our lives. It is about becoming who we 
really already are. This 
means we become like 
God, live like God, 
love like God, pray like 
God, and forgive like 
God.  It is union and 
oneness with God. A 
shared life with God is 
our truest vocation. It 
is the purpose, goal, 
and intention for our 
l ives. That is the 
perfection to which 
we are called.  ❖
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SAT., FEBRUARY 18 Weekday/BVM

Heb 11:1-7/Mk 9:2-13 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: For the People

SUN., FEBRUARY 19 SEVENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

Lv 19:1-2, 17-18/1 Cor 
3:16-23/Mt 5:38-48 

8:00-8:15 am & 10:00-10:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: ♰ Paula Saft 

[Judy Walz] 
10:30 am Mass: ♰ Martin Sr. & ♰ Anna Brogley 

[Pat Fitzgerald]

MON., FEBRUARY 20 Weekday

Sir 1:1-10/Mk 9:14-29 12:10 pm Mass: ♰Alfred & ♰ Lorraine Kwolek 
[Bill & Sandi Kwolek] 

12:45 & 6:30pm Rescue Project - FFH 

TUES., FEBRUARY 21 Weekday/St. Peter Damian

Sir 2:1-11/Mk 9:30-37 8:30 am Mass: ♰ Denise Dresch 
[Pat Fitzgerald]

WED., FEBRUARY 22 ASH WEDNESDAY

Jl 2:12-18/2 Cor 5:20—6:2/Mt 
6:1-6, 16-18 

7:00 am Mass: ♰ Trisca Beasley 
[Jim & DeeDee Sahakian] 

Confession 15 mins before 8:30 am & 7:00 pm Masses 
8:30 am Mass: ♰ Joyce Stein 

[Judy Walz] 
7:00 pm Mass: ♰ Margaret Ann David 

[John & Tina Doyle & Family] 
(Today’s collections are for the Parish Evangelization Fund)

THURS., FEBRUARY 23 Thursday after Ash Wednesday/St. Polycarp

Dt 30:15-20/Lk 9:22-25 8:30 am Mass: ♰ Pat Gibbs 
[Claudia Damian] 

Confession 15 mins before 7:00 pm Massn 
7:00 pm Stations of the Cross and Mass: In 
loving memory of ♰ Dick Krzyzaniak 

[His loving wife Shirley Krzyzaniak]

FRI., FEBRUARY 24 Friday After Ash Wednesday

Is 58:1-9a/Mt 9:14-15 8:30 am Mass: ♰ Jacqueline Daniels 
[Jim & DeeDee Sahakian] 

3:30-7:00pm Fish Fry - PC  
7:30 pm Stations of the Cross

SAT., FEBRUARY 25 Saturday after Ash Wednesday

Is 58:9b-14/Lk 5:27-32 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
Stations of the Cross 20 mins before Mass 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: For the People

SUN., FEBRUARY 26 FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7/Rom 5:12-19 
or 5:12, 17-19/Mt 4:1-11 

8:00-8:15 am & 10:00-10:15 am Confession 
Stations of the Cross 20 mins before Mass 
8:30 am Mass: In loving memory of my husband 
♰ Joe Fitzgerald 

[Judy Walz] 
10:30 am Mass: ♰ Margaret Ann David 

[John & Tina Doyle & Family]

Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: 

Call (734)994-8863 or the 24-hour hotline 800-712-HELP 

or visit arbor woman.com/abortion/

“AA” group meets Tuesdays at 7:00 pm - 
United Methodist Church, 501 Ann Arbor St.

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or 
email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by Diocese) spiritual 
support group for those struggling with same sex 
attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate support group for 
the families and friends of ‘Courage’ clients. 

Call 810-231-9199 ext. 202

For more news and events in the area, please 
visit our website: stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Parish Family Birthdays 
Feb 19 	 Russel Rickert
..........
Feb 21	 Claudia Damian
...........
	 Elizabeth Daubner
......................
Feb 23	 Anthony Bargardi
...........
	 Astrida Punches
.......................
Feb 24	 Anna Cocco                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             ...........
	 Francis Cousino
......................
	 Ellen O’Sullivan
......................
Feb 25	 Ethan Villarreal
...........
Feb 26	 Kimberly Bargardi
...........

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, February 5, 2023 

Sunday Envelopes(59)  $5,484.00 .....
Loose Cash & Checks $132.00 .......
E-Giving(6) $475.42 .......................

2 

Weekly toward budget $6,091.42 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. ABOVE goal $791.42 ............

2 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings & Maintenance(8)$230.00 
Worldwide Evangel.(1) $50.00 .....
E-Giving CRS (1) $20.00 ..............
Poor Box $210.00 ...........................
Votive Candles $72.00..................
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Parish and Area  News

Please Pray for: 
Barbara Stevens 

Susan Sylvain 
Nancy Walkowe 
Kenny Merriman 

Scott Strong 
Jean Rose 

Erin Doyle Sullivan 
Fr. David Howell 

Cindy Marie Remski  
Mary Frances Fielder 

Dave Roberts 
Nancy Walkowe 

Emilienne Ramdé 
Zach Jarels 
Eileen Ball 

Steve Sweeney Family 
Nicole Stewart 
Ricki Roelant 

Dr. Gunjan Shah 
Terry Salyer 

Janice Emmons 
Katy Conners and Teddy 

Charles Gaylord 
Tony Ignacio 

Cindy and Paul Wills 
Arlette Tieno 
Jean Rose 

Walter Faubion 
Michael Cummings 

Rose Pratt 
Mike Gibbons 
Lee Ann Vitali 

Colonel Gary Dettling  
Alba Pinzani  

Delores Oakley  
David Gaylord 

Joe Schim and his family 
The Repose of the Soul: 

♰ Loretta Widmayer

The Rescue Project Sessions 
The series began last week, but it’s not too late to join parishioners in experiencing the 
story of what Jesus secretly did when He took His last breath. The series is offered on 
Mondays both at 12:45pm and 6:30pm in Fr. Fisher Hall. Attend in person or view the 
videos at your convenience anytime online by linking to the Parish website or Facebook 
page. Details are in a stack of flyers in the church vestibule. 

Hurricane Relief 
Pope Francis calls for solidarity with Turkey & Syria after the devastating 
earthquakes on February 6th. We will not be taking a collection at the parish 
level. Those wishing to donate can do so by visiting the Catholic Relief 
Services or the Catholic Near East Welfare Association websites directly. 
Thank you for your donations. 

Lenten Collection for Life 
This Lenten Season, instead of the usual rice bowl offering, we will be collecting 
money to support Family Life Services to assist local families in need. Family Life 
Services also supports women facing unplanned pregnancies through their Sienna 
Women's Health clinic. Contribution boxes will be available in the vestibule for you to 
take home beginning Saturday, February 18th and throughout Lent. Please return 
donations in the Palm Sunday collection. Make checks payable to Family Life Services. 

2023 DSA 
It is the time of year once again that the Diocese asks us to support the Diocesan 
Services Appeal. Very soon you will be receiving information and your pledge envelope 
in the mail. St. Mary's goal this year is $30,070.00. Please prayerfully consider how 
you will be able to help the parish achieve this goal. 

More Masses for Lent 
In order for more people to make the most of Lent, Fr. Bosco has added some 
opportunities to attend Mass and other devotions. On Ash Wednesday, February 22nd,  
there will be a Mass at 7:00am. This Mass will be without hymns or homily so that 
people can receive ashes before going to work. The collection on Ash Wednesday will 
be for the Parish Evangelization Fund. On each Thursday during Lent in addition to the 
8:30am Mass there will the opportunity for Confession, praying the Stations of the 
Cross and Mass at 7:00pm.  

Prayer Tree Updates 
Prayer is a powerful tool when people are in need of our intercession. The prayer Tree 
is a great way to storm heaven when we need it the most. Many of the prayer warriors 
long to hear how people are doing, so please let us know of any status updates 
regarding people who have been added to the Prayer Tree. 

Upcoming Choir Rehearsals 
Consider joining the Parish choir - rehearsals are on Wednesdays at 7 p.m. in the choir 
loft (except where noted otherwise): March 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th, April 5th, Sat. 
April 8th at 11am. The Choir will sing at the following 
10:30am Masses: April 2nd (Palm Sunday), April 6th 
(Holy Thursday at 7:30pm), & April 8th (Easter Vigil 
beginning after sundown). 

Fish Fry Sign-Ups 
The first Fish Fry is this Friday, February 24th at St. 
Mary Parish Center. They will be each Friday in Lent 
until March 31st from 3:30-7pm. Volunteers are needed 
for the success of this endeavor, so come by to see how 
you can help or just come and pick up a delicious meal to 
take home and enjoy with your family. 

40 Days For Life 
The 2023 Spring Campaign will begin February 22nd. 
More info can be found at: 40daysforlife.com/annarbor 

Sanctuary 
Lamps  

are burning this week for: 
1. For the repose of the soul 

of ♰ Shane Stonekrecker 
(Pete & Inge Roncoli) 

2. For strength and 
protection of Paul Whelan 

(A Friend)

http://40daysforlife.com/annarbor

