
We are at the beginning of holy Lent. It should be a 
Lent in which our eyes will be opened to the truth about 
ourselves, who we are, and what we do. It would be a 
Lent during which, despite things done and left undone, 
we would rediscover and maybe hear for the first time that 
we are also God’s beloved children with whom He is 
pleased. Maybe it will be a Lent during which we could let 
go of judgments and score-keeping. Maybe it would be a 
Lent that would lead us to new life, a life in which we 
discover that we are God’s glory.


In today’s Gospel we heard about temptation, we 
l ea r n f rom Jesus ’ 
temptation that we are 
very often tempted by 
what is good. We can’t 
help but notice that 
n o n e o f t h e 
temptations that Jesus 
faced in the desert 
were temptations to do 
evil things. To make 
bread; just think of all 
the people he could 
feed. To jump safely 
from tall buildings; just 
think of how many 
people would believe 
in Him. To rule the 
k i n g d o m s o f t h i s 
world; just think of all 
the reforms he could 
carry out. These temptations were to do good things. Yet 
the devil twisted each one of these good things into a test 
of God’s Word and promise. 


The Holy Spirit led Jesus into the desert immediately 
after His baptism in the Jordan River. Jesus had just heard 
His Father say, ‘This is my beloved son, with Whom I am 
well pleased.’ But now the devil wants to turn every good 
and noble act into a personal challenge to God’s Word. ‘If 
you are the Son of God,” do this ‘If you are the Son of 
God,” do that. This is why it’s so dangerous to think that 
our good works are pleasing to God. The devil is so 
cunning that he can use even our good works to lead us 
into the temptation to sin against God. 


Another thing about temptation that we learned from 
Jesus’ temptation is that the devil attacks us through the 
small things in life. The devil uses things as simple as 
bread, that we take for granted and as too ordinary to 
matter, to separate us from God. The devil tempts us to 
sin with the great and noble things in life too. ‘The devil 
took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to him, 
‘All these I will give to you if you will fall down and worship 
me.”


What then shall we do? How are we to resist the 
temptations that come to 
us without ceasing, day 
and night, for forty days 
and forty nights, and 
from every direction? 
How are we ever to 
become that “blessed 
person” of whom the 
letter of James speaks, 
w h o r e s i s t s e v e r y 
temptation and receives 
“the crown of life?” Well, 
let’s begin by saying that 
the answer certainly does 
not lie within ourselves. It 
is, in fact, because we 
are not able to resist the 
temptation to sin that 
Jesus Christ has come 
into the world. 


The first thing to understand is that the answer to 
temptation is not simply to try harder. St. Paul warns, 
“Therefore, whoever thinks he is standing secure should 
take care not to fall’ (1Cor. 10:12). As counterintuitive as it 
sounds, we are at our weakest when we think that we are 
strong enough to resist temptation, and we are at our 
strongest when we know that we are weak. For when we 
are weak and we know it we run to Christ and cling to 
Him. As Jesus entered the desert, He possessed a 
powerful weapon against temptation – the Word of God. In 
each of the temptations Jesus faced, He always 
answered, “It is written, it is written, it is written…” Jesus 
held tightly to the Father’s hand in the face of every 
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temptation by holding onto the Word of God. Against 
this, the tempter could not stand. 


But how can we apply this to ourselves when we 
don’t know God’s Word? I’m afraid that we fall for 
temptation as we do, not because we doubt God’s 
Word, but because we simply don’t know it. But the 
more we are in the Word, reading it, meditating on it, 
memorizing it, letting it sink in, the more we are able to 
use its power to identify temptation and resist it. It is 
also another weapon that we are given to use in the 
face of temptation. Often, as Jesus goes about His 
work of teaching, preaching, and healing people, He 
goes away to a solitary place to pray. 


So, it should not surprise us, that when Jesus 
teaches the disciples how to pray, He says, “When you 
pray, say, ‘Our Father who art in heaven’ lead us not 
into temptation.” Was that not His prayer here in the 
desert that He now gives to us to pray in His Name? 


Dear brothers and sisters, let us begin to think 
about Lent and those places where we struggle in our 
life, what we often call the temptations, not so much in 
terms of self-denial but more in terms of self-
knowledge. Maybe those situations offer us important 
revelations about ourselves. When you move beyond 
the dualities of good or bad, right or wrong, what we 
discover is that both stories are about self-knowledge. 
That self-knowledge should lead us to a new 
awakening, a new consciousness, and we see the 
world and ourselves in a brand-new way to turn our 
gaze back to God.  ❖
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SAT., FEBRUARY 25 Saturday after Ash Wednesday
Heb 11:1-7/Mk 9:2-13 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 

Stations of the Cross 20 mins before Mass 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: For the People

SUN., FEBRUARY 26 FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
Lv 19:1-2, 17-18/1 Cor 
3:16-23/Mt 5:38-48 

8:00-8:15 am & 10:00-10:15 am Confession 
Stations of the Cross 20 mins before Mass 
8:30 am Mass: In loving memory of my husband 
♰ Joe Fitzgerald 

[Pat Fitzgerald] 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Margaret Ann David 

[John & Tina Doyle & Family]
MON., FEBRUARY 27 Lenten Weekday/St. Gregory of Narek
Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Mt 25:31-46 12:10 pm Mass: ♰Paula Saft 

[Jeff Wallace] 
12:45 & 6:30 pm Rescue Project - FFH  
3:30 pm Religious Education - PC

TUES., FEBRUARY 28 Lenten Weekday
Is 55:10-11/Mt 6:7-15 8:30 am Mass: ♰Denise Dresch 

[Shirley Krzyzaniak]
WED., MARCH 1 Lenten Weekday
Jon 3:1-10/Lk 11:29-32 8:30 am Mass: ♰Margaret Ann David 

[John & Tina Doyle & Family] 
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal - Choir Loft 
7:00 pm Parish Council Meeting - FFH

THURS., MARCH 2 Lenten Weekday
Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Mt 
7:7-12 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Paula Saft 
[Gina Lentz] 

Confession 15 mins before 7:00 pm Mass 
7:00 pm Stations of the Cross and Mass: For 
the repose of the soul of ♰ Loretta  

[Pat Fitzgerald]
FRI., MARCH 3 Lenten Weekday/St.Katherine Drexel
Ez 18:21-28/Mt 5:20-26 8:30 am Mass: ♰Denise Dresch 

[Judy Walz] 
Exposition and Adoration following 8:30 am Mass  
3:30-7:00pm Fish Fry - PC  
7:30 pm Stations of the Cross 
8:00 pm Confession on First Friday

SAT., MARCH 4 Lenten Weekday/St.Casimir
Dt 26:16-19/Mt 5:43-48 8:30 am First Saturday Mass: ♰John Brick 

[Ruth Burch] 
3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
Stations of the Cross 20 mins before Mass 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Charles & ♰Dorothy 
VanBeylen 

[Bill & Sandy Kwolek]
SUN., MARCH 5 SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
Gn 12:1-4a/2 Tm 1:8b-10/Mt 
17:1-9 

8:00-8:15 am & 10:00-10:15 am Confession 
Stations of the Cross 20 mins before Mass 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Geraldine Elizabeth D. Roberts 

[Sylvie & Scott Strong]

Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: 

Call (734)994-8863 or the 24-hour hotline 800-712-HELP 

or visit arbor woman.com/abortion/

“AA” group meets Tuesdays at 7:00 pm - 
United Methodist Church, 501 Ann Arbor St.

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or 
email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by Diocese) spiritual 
support group for those struggling with same sex 
attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate support group for 
the families and friends of ‘Courage’ clients. 

Call 810-231-9199 ext. 202

For more news and events in the area, please 
visit our website: stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Please Pray for: 
Dennis Hertzel 

Barbara Stevens 
Susan Sylvain 

Nancy Walkowe 
Kenny Merriman 

Jean Rose 
Erin Doyle Sullivan 
Fr. David Howell 

Cindy Marie Remski  
Mary Frances Fielder 

Dave Roberts 
Nancy Walkowe 

Emilienne Ramdé 
Zach Jarels 
Eileen Ball 

Steve Sweeney Family 
Nicole Stewart 
Ricki Roelant 

Dr. Gunjan Shah 

Terry Salyer 
Janice Emmons 

Katy Conners and Teddy 
Charles Gaylord 

Tony Ignacio 
Cindy and Paul Wills 

Arlette Tieno 
Jean Rose 

Walter Faubion 
Rose Pratt 

Mike Gibbons 
Lee Ann Vitali 

Colonel Gary Dettling  
Alba Pinzani  

Delores Oakley  
David Gaylord 

Joe Schim and his family 
The Repose of the Soul: 

♰ Loretta Widmayer

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, February 12, 2023 

Sunday Envelopes(69)  $4,355.00 .....
Loose Cash & Checks $172.00 .......
Welcome Envelopes(1) $20.00 ......
E-Giving(8) $575.90 .......................

2 

Weekly toward budget $5,122.90 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. BELOW goal $177.10 ...........

2 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings & Maintenance(5)$290.00 
E-Build & Paint(1) $65.00 ...........
E-Worldwide Evangel.(1) $25.00 .
Black & Indian (1) $10.00 ............
Poor Box $225.00 ...........................
Votive Candles $84.00..................
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Parish and Area  News

Parish Family Birthdays 
Feb 25	 Ethan Villarreal
...........
Feb 26	 Kimberly Bargardi
...........
Feb 28 	 Susan Kensler
..........
March 1	 JoEllenRadze
.........
March 2	 Jeff Wallace
.........
March 3	 Patricia Gibbons                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             .........
	 Pat Kohmescher
......................
March 4	 James Miller
........
March 5	 Katherine Remski
.........

The Rescue Project Sessions 
We have already had 2 sessions but it’s not too late to join parishioners in experiencing 
the story of what Jesus secretly did when He took His last breath. The series is offered 
on Mondays both at 12:45pm and 6:30pm in Fr. Fisher Hall. Attend in person or view 
the videos at your convenience anytime via the Parish website or Facebook page. 

Please Participate in the next Directory Publication 
Last chance to get your picture taken for the photo directory! The photographers will be 
back in the church basement from 1-6PM on March 9th. You can sign up online at 
www.ucdir.com using the church code "mi1734" and password "photos". Please contact 
Julia Nashif at 734-263-8450 or julianashif@gmail.com with any questions. The 
directory would not be complete without you!  

Hurricane Relief 
Pope Francis calls for solidarity with Turkey & Syria after the devastating 
earthquakes on February 6th. We will not be taking a collection at the parish 
level. Those wishing to donate can do so by visiting the Catholic Relief 
Services or the Catholic Near East Welfare Association websites directly. 
Thank you for your donations. 

Lenten Collection for Life 
This Lenten Season we will be collecting money to support Family Life Services to 
assist local families in need. Family Life Services also supports women facing 
unplanned pregnancies through their Sienna Women's Health clinic. Contribution boxes 
are in the vestibule for you to take home. Please return donations in the Palm Sunday 
collection. Make checks payable to Family Life Services. 

2023 DSA 
Next weekend our parish will conduct Commitment Weekend for our Diocesan 
Services Appeal. This is when we will be asking each member of St. Mary’s Parish to 
consider a generous gift to DSA. Our parish goal of $30,070.00 can be reached if each 
one of us shares a portion of the many blessings God has bestowed upon us. Please 
prayerfully consider how you or your family will respond to this call to carry on 
Christ’s work in our community.. 

More Masses during Lent 
In order for more people to make the most of Lent, Fr. Bosco has added some 
opportunities to attend Mass and other devotions. On each Thursday during Lent in 
addition to the 8:30am Mass there will the opportunity for Confession, praying the 
Stations of the Cross and Mass at 7:00pm.  

Prayer Tree Updates 
Prayer is a powerful tool when people are in need of our intercession. The prayer Tree 
is a great way to storm heaven when we need it the most. Many of the prayer warriors 
long to hear how people are doing, so please let us know of any status updates 
regarding people who have been added to the Prayer Tree. 

Upcoming Choir Rehearsals 
Consider joining the Parish choir - rehearsals are on Wednesdays at 7 p.m. in the choir 
loft (except where noted otherwise): March 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th, April 5th, Sat. 
April 8th at 11am. The Choir will sing at the following 10:30am Masses: April 2nd 
(Palm Sunday), April 6th (Holy Thursday at 7:30pm), & April 8th (Easter Vigil 
beginning after sundown). 

Easter Food Bags 
Once again, St. Mary’s will collect food items for 10 needy families in Manchester for 
their Easter Dinner, from ham to apple pie. The sign-up sheets are in the vestibule. 
When you sign-up, remember to take the “reminder tag”.  All food items need to be in 
the Fr. Fisher kitchen by noon on Palm Sunday, April 2nd and please put your name 
on the items via a post-it note.  This is how we can keep track of the items. The hams 
and crescent rolls need to be put in the refrigerator and the frozen apple pies are to be 
taken to the rectory to be put in Father’s freezer. Thank you once again for your 

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1.  For Lester Cox as he deals 
with health issues 

(Jim & Marja Warner) 


