
The book of Exodus, commonly read during Lent, 
contains a story similar in some ways to our 
Gospel’s Transfiguration account. Both are 

interesting from a psychological perspective, but more 
importantly from a spiritual one.


The Exodus situation is this: after smashing the tablets 
of the Law written by the finger of God because of the 
apostasy of Israel, Moses had to go back up Sinai to 
reinstate the covenant by himself carving the 
commandments onto two new tablets. While there, “he 
was with the Lord forty days and forty nights; he neither 
ate bread nor drank water” (Ex 34:28). It was a time of 
intense prayer and communion with God. After that 
lengthy retreat, when he came down to the people, he was 
unaware that his face was so aglow that people were 
afraid to come near him. He had to place a veil over his 
face to screen the brightness; and thereafter, when he 
would enter the tent of meeting, he would remove the veil 
to speak with God in the sanctuary, but then put it back on 
when he came out again (Ex 29-35).


Compare that with the Transfiguration account. Jesus 
has taken Peter, James, and John up with Him to the top 
of a mountain, ostensibly to pray (mountains being 
symbolic of placing us nearer to God in heaven). While 
there, Jesus’ prayer must have so fully absorbed Him that, 
according to Matthew, His “face shone like the sun and 
His clothes became white as light (Mt 17:2) – in other 
words, His entire body shone with light from within Him. 
The whole episode may have lasted only a moment or 
two, but it was 
e n o u g h t o 
overpower the 
three apostles.


The Bible is 
aware of the 
psychological 
e ff e c t s o f 
e v e n t s l i k e 
these. There is 
a b i b l i c a l 
notion that we 
become l i ke 
what we look 
at. The word 

look implies spending some time contemplating what 
we’re seeing, taking it into ourselves through our eyes. 
The experience can change us, how we see, and how we 
appear. Usually, the Bible uses this fact to warn against 
looking at evil, because by looking at evil we bring it into 
ourselves; it transforms how we view reality and ultimately 
affects our behavior. So Jesus warns that a man who 
looks at a woman with lust has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart.  


But it can be turned around the other way: looking at 
something good can make us good and change our 
aspect, too. How many times have you heard it said of a 
young person in love that his or her face is aglow? 
Looking on what is good, what is beautiful, what is 
virtuous can light up our faces. By looking on God we take 
some aspect of Him into ourselves, which can indeed 
affect our appearance. Such may be one of the reasons 
why Israelites believed that no human being could look on 
God and live. They thought – accurately – that man’s finite 
constitution could not take in the full force of God’s infinite 
glory.


Of course, the face of even the person most ardently 
in love will eventually lose its glow. St. Paul believes that 
the splendor of Moses’ face gradually faded because it 
was surpassed by a greater and more permanent glory. 
Let’s try to see this in terms of the Transfiguration.


Most likely, Jesus allowed the disciples to see some of 
His supernatural glory both to reveal His divine identity 
and to give them hope and encouragement for the 

a p p a l l i n g 
crucifixion that lay 
ahead. But the 
Transfigurat ion 
also provides a 
hint of the glory 
that awaits all of 
H i s f a i t h f u l 
disciples. Just as 
Jesus radiated 
t h e l i g h t o f 
heaven, so will we 
as long as we 
persevere.

The whole point 
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The Fish Fry is off to a great start. Come to volunteer or buy dinner Fridays 3:30-7:00pm.



of the Christian life is for each of us to undergo a 
t ransfigurat ion f rom darkness to l ight . This 
transfiguration, if we may call it that – this change of 
face, which roots itself in the heart – begins at baptism 
and proceeds throughout life by acts of repentance and 
conversion to greater and greater spiritual maturity. 
When we’re children we talk, think, and act like 
children; but as we grow, we put aside childish ways to 
mature in love (1 Cor 13:11-12). Through obedience, 
through self-discipline, through trial and error, through 
pain endured, through pleasure and enjoyment, and 
through prayer, we learn over time to recognize the 
face of God. For the moment, we look upon that face 
from the outside, as it were. We learn to appreciate its 
beauty, to look for it in creatures and in religious 
images. But we want more. To paraphrase C.S. Lewis, 
“We want something else which can hardly be put into 
words – to be united with the glory we look at, to pass 
into it, to receive it into ourselves, to bathe in it, to 
become part of it.”


St. Paul tells us that, that happens as we turn to 
the Lord. Though our final transfiguration will only be 
complete in heaven, it begins here on earth. The more 
we turn to the Lord, who is Spirit, He says, “the veil is 
removed. … And we all with unveiled face, beholding 
the glory of the Lord are being changed into His 
likeness from one degree of glory to another; for this 
comes from the Lord who is the Spirit” (2 Cor 3:16-18).  
❖
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SAT., MARCH 4 Lenten Weekday/St.Casimir
Dt 26:16-19/Mt 5:43-48 8:30 am First Saturday Mass: ♰John Brick 

[Ruth Burch] 
3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
Stations of the Cross 20 mins before Mass 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Charles & ♰Dorothy 
VanBeylen 

[Bill & Sandi Kwolek]
SUN., MARCH 5 SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
Gn 12:1-4a/2 Tm 1:8b-10/Mt 
17:1-9 

8:00-8:15 am & 10:00-10:15 am Confession 
Stations of the Cross 20 mins before Mass 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Geraldine Elizabeth D. Roberts 

[Sylvie & Scott Strong]
MON., MARCH 6 Lenten Weekday
Dn 9:4b-10/Lk 6:36-38 12:10 pm Mass: ♰Charles & ♰Dorothy VanBeylen 

[Bill & Sandi Kwolek] 
12:45 & 6:30 pm Rescue Project - FFH  
3:30 pm Religious Education - PC

TUES., MARCH 7 Lenten Weekday/Sts. Perpetua & Felicity
Is 1:10, 16-20/Mt 23:1-12 8:30 am Mass: ♰John Brick 

[Ruth Burch]
WED., MARCH 8 Lenten Weekday/St. John of God
Jer 18:18-20/Mt 20:17-28 8:30 am Mass: ♰Denise Dresch 

[Pat Fitzgerald] 
9:00 am Amazing Grey’s - FFH 
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal - Choir Loft

THURS., MARCH 9 Lenten Weekday/St. Frances of Rome
Jer 17:5-10/Lk 16:19-31 8:30 am Mass: ♰Alfred & Lorraine Kwolek 

[Bill & Sandy Kwolek] 
Confession 15 mins before 7:00 pm Mass 
7:00 pm Stations and Mass: ♰ Sophia Dinverno  

[Lawren Doyle]
FRI., MARCH 10 Lenten Weekday
Gn 37:3-4,12-13a,17b-28a/

Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Richard Tucker 
[Bill & Sandi Kwolek] 

3:30-7:00pm Fish Fry - PC  
7:30 pm Stations of the Cross - Children

SAT., MARCH 11 Lenten Weekday/
Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/

Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
Stations of the Cross 20 mins before Mass 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Jeff Mattson 

[Ella Landini]
SUN., MARCH 12 THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
Ex 17:3-7/Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/Jn 
4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 
40-42 

8:00-8:15 am & 10:00-10:15 am Confession 
Stations of the Cross 20 mins before Mass 
Coffee Hour after Masses - Nashifs and Sangsters 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Paula Saft 

[Gina Lentz]

Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: 

Call (734) 994-8863 or the 24-hour hotline 800-712-HELP 

or visit arbor woman.com/abortion/

“AA” group meets Tuesdays at 7:00 pm - 
United Methodist Church, 501 Ann Arbor St.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by Diocese) spiritual 
support group for those struggling with same sex 
attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate support group for 
the families and friends of ‘Courage’ clients. 

Call 810-231-9199 ext. 202

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive reconciliation and 
healing) Call the confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or 
email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the area, please 
visit our website: stmarymanchester.org
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Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Please Pray for: 
Dennis Hertzel 

Barbara Stevens 
Susan Sylvain 

Nancy Walkowe 
Kenny Merriman 

Erin Doyle Sullivan 
Fr. David Howell 

Cindy Marie Remski  
Mary Frances Fielder 

Dave Roberts 
Nancy Walkowe 

Emilienne Ramdé 
Zach Jarels 
Eileen Ball 

Steve Sweeney Family 
Nicole Stewart 
Ricki Roelant 

Dr. Gunjan Shah 

Terry Salyer 
Janice Emmons 

Katy Conners and Teddy 
Charles Gaylord 

Tony Ignacio 
Cindy and Paul Wills 

Arlette Tieno 
Walter Faubion 

Rose Pratt 
Mike Gibbons 
Lee Ann Vitali 

Colonel Gary Dettling  
Alba Pinzani  

Delores Oakley  
David Gaylord 

Joe Schim and his family 
The Repose of the Soul: 

♰ William Petty 
♰ Tont Passarelli 

Stations of the Cross 
Please join the congregation to 
pray the Stations to the 
Cross 20 minutes 
before each weekend 
Mass during Lent.

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


The Rescue Project Sessions 
You can still participate! The series is offered on 
Mondays both at 12:45pm and 6:30pm in Fr. Fisher 
Hall. Attend in person or view the videos at your 
convenience anytime via the Parish website. 

Schedule Change 
Due to the Rescue Project series, Amazing Grey’s will 
meet this month on Wednesday, March 8th following 
8:30 am Mass. Breakfast will be served. Please contact 
Beth Ball if you plan to attend 734-564-9372. 

Last Call for the Parish Directory 
Last chance to get your picture taken for the photo 
directory! The photographers will be in Fr. Fisher Hall 
from 1-6pm on March 9th. Sign up online at 
www.ucdir.com using the church code "mi1734" and 
password “photos".Contact Julia Nashif at 734-263-8450 
or julianashif@gmail.com for info. The directory won’t 
be complete without you!  

Your Presence is Requested 
Please attend Stations of the Cross this Friday, March 
10th. People from the neighboring churches will be 
joining us for this traditional Lenten Devotion. The 
prayer begins at 7:30pm in the church.  

Mark your Calendars 
“In this Place: Encountering the Mysteries of Christ’s 
Life” Lenten Retreat is being offered by Fr. Robert 
Bacik. The retreat begins with Mass at 9:00am and is 
followed by lunch. This free event is being held at 
Immaculate Conception Church in Milan on March 
11th. 

Prayer Warriors Sought 
Need a prayerful, sacrificial activity for Lent? Join the 
Lansing 40 Days for Life campaign. This is a year round 
endeavor, but the prayer vigil participants would love to 
have you join them for Lent. Call Chris at 517-528-8502 
or visit 40daysforlife.com/lansing for more information. 

Lenten Collection for Life 
This Lent we are collecting money to support Family 
Life Services. This agency assists local families in need 
and women facing unplanned pregnancies through their 
Sienna Women's Health clinic. Boxes are in the vestibule 
for you to take home. Please return them on Palm 
Sunday. Make checks payable to Family Life Services. 

2023 DSA 
The annual Diocesan Services Appeal is officially 
underway. We are asking each member of St. Mary’s 
Parish to consider a generous gift to DSA. Our parish 
goal of $30,070.00 can be reached if each one of us 
shares a portion of the many blessings God has bestowed 
upon us. Please prayerfully consider how you or your 
family will respond. 

Thursday Evening Mass 
On each Thursday during Lent, in addition to the 8:30am 
Mass, there will the opportunity for Confession, praying 
the Stations of the Cross and Mass at 7:00pm.  

Prayer Tree Updates 
The prayer Tree is a great way to storm heaven when we 
need it the most. Many of the prayer warriors long to 
hear how people are doing, so please let us know of any 
status updates regarding people who have been added to 
the Prayer Tree. 

Upcoming Choir Rehearsals 
Consider joining the Parish choir - rehearsals are on 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. in the choir loft (except where 
noted otherwise): March 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th, April 
5th, Sat. April 8th at 11am. The Choir will sing at the 
following 10:30am Masses: April 2nd (Palm Sunday), 
April 6th (Holy Thursday at 7:30pm), & April 8th 
(Easter Vigil beginning after sundown). 

Easter Food Bags 
St. Mary’s is making Easter Dinner food baskets for 10 
families in need in Manchester. When you sign-up in the 
vestibule, remember to take the “reminder tag”.  All food 
items need to be in the Fr. Fisher kitchen by noon on 

Palm Sunday, April 2nd. Please deliver donations 
with your name attached so that we can keep track of 

the items.  

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, February 19, 2023 

Sunday Envelopes(50)  $3,313.00 .....
Loose Cash & Checks $221.00 .......
E-Giving(2) $137.51 .......................

2 

Weekly toward budget $3,671.51 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. BELOW goal $1,628.49 ...........

2 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings & Maintenance(4)$125.00 
Black & Indian (1) $20.00 ............
Poor Box $73.00 ...........................
Votive Candles $106.00..................
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Parish and Area  News

Parish Family Birthdays 
March 4	 James Miller
........
March 5	 Katherine Gouwens
.........
March 6	 Rita Messman
.........
March 7	 Michael DeLucia
.........
	 Patricia Fitzgerald
......................
	 Sean Sangster
......................
	 Charley May Young
......................
March 8 	 LiSa Brothers
........
March 10	 Eoin Flaherty
.......
March 11	 Rosalie Boyd
.......
	 Craig Coltre
.......................
	 Wyatt Young
.......................
March 12	 Celeste Sangster                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 .......

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1.  In memory of   
♰Joe Fitzgerald 

(His Loving Wife, Pat) 
2. In memory of   

♰Joe Fitzgerald 
(His Loving Wife, Pat) 

http://40daysforlife.com/lansing

