
In John chapter 4, Jesus is presented as 
the ‘great soul-winner.’ We want to join 
Jesus today as He speaks with a poor, 

lost, sinful woman. The Samaritans and the 
Jews hated each other in those days. but there 
is no person or race of people beyond the 
reach of God's grace. All are sinners and are in 
need of salvation. Jesus loves them all and we 
are commanded to love them as well. If Jesus 
reached out to the most hated people of His 
day, then it is up to His children to tear down 
every wall of prejudice and reach out to 
people regardless of where they are or where 
they come from. 


Notice that Jesus was willing to go out of 
His way to reach this poor lost woman. She 
had a history. Things done and left undone, some good 
some not so good: guilt, regrets, fears, wounds, and 
sorrows. Secrets too. She is a woman with a past. The 
labeled yet nameless woman in the Gospel tried to remain 
unknown to everyone. Everyone, except Jesus. Jesus 
knew she had five spouses and was currently living 
unmarried with a sixth man.


One thing we should remember is that women during 
that time period had very little choice or control over their 
own lives. If she was divorced it was because the men 
divorced her. She had no right to divorce. That was 
exclusively the man’s right. Maybe she was just divorced or 
had lost her previous husbands. The Gospel does not 
elaborate on this in detail. Five times left alone and of no 
value, five times starting over. Maybe some divorced her. 
Maybe some died. We don’t know. Either way, a divorce or a 
death is a tragedy for her. So let us not be too quick to judge. 
We don’t know the details of her past. Maybe we don’t need 
to. Maybe it is enough that she mirrors for us our own lives. 
We too are people with a past, people with a history.


People like her, people like us, people with a past, 
often live in fear of being discovered. We all thirst to be 

seen and to be known at a 
deeper intimate level. We all 
want to pour our lives out to 
those who know us, and to 
let them drink from the 
depths of our very being. 

That is exactly what Jesus is asking of this 
woman with a past when he says: “Give me 
a drink.” It is an invitation to let herself be 
known. To be known is to be loved and to 
be loved is to be known. 

We all go down to some well. For some, like 
the Samaritan woman, it is the marriage well. 
For others, it is the well of perfectionism. 
Some go to the well of hiding and isolation. 
Others will draw from the well of power and 
control. Too many will drink from the well of 
addiction. Many live at the well of busyness 
and denial. We could each name the wells 
from which we drink. Day after day, month 
after month, year after year we go to the 
same well to drink. We arrive hoping our 

thirst will be quenched. We leave as thirsty as when we 
arrived only to return the next day. 


There is another well, however. It is the well of Jesus 
Christ. It is the well that washes us clean of our past. This 
is the well from which new life and new possibilities spring 
forth. It is the well that frees us from the patterns and 
habits that keep us living as thirsty people.


That is the well the Samaritan woman in today’s 
Gospel found. She intended to go to the same old well 
she had gone to for years, the well that her ancestors and 
their flocks drank from. Today is different. Jesus holds 
before her two realities of her life; the reality of what is and 
the reality of what might be. He brings her past to the light 
of the noonday. “You have had five husbands,” He said, 
“and the one you have now is not your husband.” It is not 
a statement of condemnation but simply a statement of 
the facts. He tells her everything she has ever done. She 
has been discovered. But it doesn’t end there. Jesus is 
more interested in her future than her past. He wants to 
satisfy her thirst more than judge her history. Jesus knows 
her. He looks beyond her past and sees a woman dying of 
thirst; a woman thirsting to be loved, to be seen, to be 
accepted, to be included, to be forgiven, to be known. Her 
thirst will never be quenched by the external wells of life. 
Nor will ours. Jesus says so.


Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 
but those who drink of the water that I will give them will 
never be thirsty.” This is the living water of new life, new 
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Despite the snow, volunteers 
and diners alike made their 

way to the fish fry.



possibilities, and freedom from the past. This living 
water is Jesus’ own life. It became in the Samaritan 
woman “a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 
She discovered within herself the interior well and left 
her water jar behind. She had now become the well in 
which Christ’s life flows. 


It’s not enough, however, to hear her story or even 
believe her testimony. Until we come to the well of 
Christ’s life within us, we will continue to return to the 
dry wells of our life. We will continue to live thirstily. We 
will continue to live in fear of being discovered. Come 
to the well of Christ’s life, Christ’s love. Come to the 
well that is Christ himself and then drink deeply. Drink 
deeply until you become the One you have drunk. 


Dear brothers and sisters, John 4:42 says,  “The 
Samaritans said to the woman, ‘It is no longer because 
of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for 
ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of 
the world.'” 


There’s a difference between listening to someone 
describe a sunset and seeing the colors for yourself, 
between reading glowing reviews for a great restaurant 
and eating a meal. There’s also a big difference 
between hearing about Jesus and hearing Jesus speak 
directly to our hearts. The Samaritan woman leaves the 
well and returns to the city. She tells the people 
everything that has happened between her and Jesus. 
She is describing the most beautiful sunset she has 
ever seen, recounting the best meal she has ever eaten
—she is extending her invitation for them to “come and 
see” Jesus for themselves. We hear her invitation and 
pray for the grace to accept it, to see and hear Jesus 
for ourselves. We want to hear the stories and learn 
wisdom from our brothers and sisters, and then we 
want to see the sunset, eat the meal, and hear for 
ourselves. This Lenten season may the Lord speak 
directly to your heart.   ❖
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SAT., MARCH 11 Lenten Weekday
Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/

Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
Stations of the Cross 20 mins before Mass 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Jeff Mattson 

[Ella Landini]
SUN., MARCH 12 THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
Ex 17:3-7/Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/Jn 
4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 
40-42 

8:00-8:15 am & 10:00-10:15 am Confession 
Stations of the Cross 20 mins before Mass 
Coffee Hour after Masses - Nashifs and Sangsters 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Paula Saft 

[Gina Lentz]
MON., MARCH 13 Lenten Weekday
2 Kgs 5:1-15ab/Lk 4:24-30 12:10 pm Mass: ♰Ed & ♰Marian Cueny 

[Karl & Margaret Jacob] 
12:45 & 6:30 pm Rescue Project - FFH  
3:30 pm Religious Education - PC 
7:00 pm Lenten Penance Service - St. Andrew Saline

TUES., MARCH 14 Lenten Weekday
Dn 3:25, 34-43/Mt 18:21-35 8:30 am Mass: INT: In Thanksgiving 

[The Ezin’s Family] 
7:00 pm Lenten Penance Service - St. Joseph Dexter

WED., MARCH 15 Lenten Weekday
Dt 4:1, 5-9/Mt 5:17-19 8:30 am Mass: ♰Bud Jacob 

[Margaret & Karl Jacob] 
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal - Choir Loft 
7:00 pm Lenten Penance Service - St. Mary Chelsea

THURS., MARCH 16 Lenten Weekday
Jer 7:23-28/Lk 11:14-23 8:30 am Mass: ♰Charles & ♰Dorothy Van Beylen 

[Bill & Sandy Kwolek] 
7:00 pm Lenten Penance Service - St.Mary 
Manchester

FRI., MARCH 17 Lenten Weekday/St. Patrick
Hos 14:2-10/Mk 12:28-34 8:30 am Mass: For the repose of the soul of 

♰Emily Cummings 
[Jim & Ella Landini] 

3:30-7:00pm Fish Fry - PC  
7:30 pm Stations of the Cross 

SAT., MARCH 18 Lenten Weekday/St. Cyril of Jerusalem
Hos 6:1-6/Lk 18:9-14 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 

Stations of the Cross 20 mins before Mass 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Gerald Damian 

[Claudia Damian]
SUN., MARCH 19 FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Eph 
5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 
13-17, 34-38  

8:00-8:15 am & 10:00-10:15 am Confession 
Stations of the Cross 20 mins before Mass 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Isabel Lopez 

[Carol & Dan Selecki]

Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: 

Call (734) 994-8863 or the 24-hour 
hotline 800-712-HELP 

or visit arbor woman.com/abortion/

“AA” group meets Tuesdays at 
7:00 pm - United Methodist 
Church, 501 Ann Arbor St.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for 
those struggling with same sex 
attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families 
and friends of ‘Courage’ 
clients. 

Call 810-231-9199 ext. 202

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 
or email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in 
the area, please visit our 

website: 
stmarymanchester.org
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Please Pray for: 
John McGuire 
Peter Roncoli 

Katy Conners and Teddy 
Dennis Hertzel 

Barbara Stevens 
Susan Sylvain 

Nancy Walkowe 
Kenny Merriman 

Erin Doyle Sullivan 
Fr. David Howell 

Cindy Marie Remski  
Mary Frances Fielder 

Emilienne Ramdé 
Zach Jarels 

Steve Sweeney Family 
Nicole Stewart 
Ricki Roelant 

Dr. Gunjan Shah 
Terry Salyer 

Janice Emmons 
Charles Gaylord 

Tony Ignacio 
Cindy and Paul Wills 

Arlette Tieno 
Walter Faubion 

Rose Pratt 

Mike Gibbons 
Lee Ann Vitali 

Colonel Gary Dettling  
Alba Pinzani  

Delores Oakley  
David Gaylord 

The Repose of the Soul: 
♰ Joseph Zabinski 
♰ William Petty 

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


Easter Lily Dedications 
Order forms for Memorial Easter Lilies 
are available in the vestibule. The cost 
is $20, and orders are due by Monday, 
March 28th. You may take your lily 
home after the 10:30 Easter Sunday 
Mass. Please make checks payable to 
“The Flower Garden”.   
Sign-up sheets to help decorate the 
church on April 8th are also in the 
vestibule. Contact Sue Fielder at 
734-972-5652 or sfielder@umich.edu if 
you have questions. 

The Rescue Project Sessions 
You can still participate! The series is 
offered on Mondays both at 12:45pm 
and 6:30pm in Fr. Fisher Hall. Attend in 
person or view the videos anytime via 
the Parish website. 

2023 DSA 
Please consider a generous gift to the 
Diocesan Services Appeal. Our parish 
goal of $30,070.00 can be reached if 
each one of us shares a portion of the 
many blessings God has bestowed upon 
us. Prayerfully decide how you or your 
family is able to respond. 

Thursday Evening Mass 
On each Thursday during Lent, in 
addition to the 8:30am Mass, there will 
an opportunity for Confession, praying 
the Stations of the Cross and Mass at 
7:00pm.  

Upcoming Choir Rehearsals 
Consider joining the Parish Choir - 
rehearsals are on Wednesdays at 7 pm in 
the choir loft (except where noted 
otherwise): March 15th, 22nd, 29th, 
April 5th, Sat. April 8th at 11am. The 
Choir will sing at the following 10:30am 
Masses: April 2nd (Palm Sunday), 
April 6th (Holy Thursday at 7:30pm), & 
April 8th (Easter Vigil beginning after 
sundown). 

Easter Food Delivery 
If you have committed to donating food 
items this year, you can deliver them 
beginning March 13th.  All food items 
need to be in the Fr. Fisher kitchen by 
noon on Palm Sunday, April 2nd. 
Please include your name on your 
donation so that we can keep track of the 
items. Thank you once again for your 
generosity. 

Lenten Collection for Life 
This Lent we are collecting money to 
support Family Life Services. This 
agency assists local families in need and 
women facing unplanned pregnancies 
through their Sienna Women's Health 
clinic. Boxes are in the vestibule for you 
to take home. Please return them on 
Palm Sunday. Make checks payable to 
Family Life Services. 

Craft Show Seeking Vendors 
The Missions Group at Emanuel UCC is 
holding a “Spring Craft & Vendor 
Show” in the Fellowship Hall on April 
15th (Saturday after Easter) from 
9am-4pm. Tables are available for $25. 
Lunch will be available for a small fee. 
For more information, contact Karen 
Hinkley at (734) 864-2135. 

Prayer Tree Updates 
The prayer Tree is a great way to storm 
heaven when we need it the most. Many 
of the prayer warriors long to hear how 
people are doing, so please let us know 
of any status updates regarding people 
who have been added to the Prayer Tree. 

St. Andrew Catholic School 
St. Andrew Catholic School, inspired by 
the Holy Spirit, and in partnership with 
families, seeks to build and deepen the 
Catholic faith of its students. Our 
Mission is to help them to seek to know 
The Good, The True and The Beautiful 
which leads us to Him. We will commit 
to foster community discipleship 
through love for God and of all his 
people. Enrollment for St. Andrew 
Catholic School is now open for the 
entire community. Learn more about our 
school here: https://standrewsaline.org/
school 

Are you “Under Her Mantle?” 
Want peace in the world? Is that 
possible? Mary said so at Fatima by 
making the Five First Saturdays 
Devotion. How? “Join” us on the First 
Saturdays from February-June as we 
heed Our Lady’s request together! Want 
peace in your life? Many saints agree; 
pray the Rosary and cling to Mary. every 
Saturday morning, live at 8:15 a.m., 
where we honor Our Mother and ask for 
her intercession in specific ways each 
week at:https://www.facebook.com/
stmarywestphalia - Click on the “videos” 
tab. 

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, February 26, 2023 

Sunday Envelopes(60)  $3,770.00 .....
Loose Cash & Checks $150.00 .......
E-Giving(7) $536.20 .......................

2 

Weekly toward budget $4,456.20 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. BELOW goal $843.80 ...........

2 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings & Maintenance(2)$85.00 
Evangelization Fund(29) $864.00 ..
Black & Indian (6) $930.00 ............
Poor Box $73.00 ...........................
Votive Candles $106.00..................

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester MI                                ❖ Third Sunday of Lent ❖                                     March 12, 2023   Pg. 3

Parish and Area  News

Parish Family Birthdays 
March 11	 Rosalie Boyd
.......
	 Craig Coltre
.......................
	 Wyatt Young
.......................
March 12	 Celeste Sangster .......
March 15	 Robert Krall
......
March 16	 Kevin Dobis
.......
March 17	 Susan Fielder
.......
	 Michael Gibbons
......................
March 18	 Andre Dahl
.......
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1.  In loving memory of   
♰ Mary Fenix 

(Jim & Marja Warner) 
2. In memory of   

♰ Therézia Shaw 
(Gerald & Mary Shaw) 

Week # 1 - Feb 24th

Served 506

Income $8,221.00

Expenses $12,219.23

Weekly Net -$3,998.23

https://standrewsaline.org/school
https://standrewsaline.org/school

