
Today’s Gospel is about ‘blindness’ and ‘seeing.’ 
It starts out with a man who is born blind but he 
ends up seeing more than what the human eye 

can see. The disciples who were with Jesus would have 
walked right by this man and never seen him. But now 
that Jesus has seen Him, so do they. 


But they don’t see him in the same way 
that Jesus sees him. All they saw was a 
theological issue to be discussed and 
debated. “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or 
his parents that he was born blind?” These 
disciples are like us, everyone saw the 
effect that he is born blind, and everyone 
thought they knew the cause; his sin or his 
parents’ sin. 


We can see this in other parts of the 
Bible such as when Joseph was told that 
his fiancée Mary was pregnant. He 
concluded that the cause must be that 
Mary has been unfaithful and that he 
must qu iet ly d ivorce her. Wrong 
conclusion. The Jews found Jesus’ tomb 
empty. They concluded that the cause 
must have been that the disciples stole 
the body. Wrong conclusion. No one was 
able to trace the cause of Jesus’ bloody 
death to the victory over the devil, the 
justification of mankind, the reconciliation of the world to 
the One who Created it, the perfectly complete atonement 
for the sins from Adam and Eve to the end of the world. In 
this Gospel, the disciples of Jesus saw the man who was 
blind from birth. They concluded that he must have been a 
sinner, or at least his parents were. Another wrong 
conclusion.


Unlike the disciples, Jesus saw 
that the works of God were about 
to be displayed in this man. The 
miracle of the Lord came to this 
man in such a sacramental way. 
“He spat on the ground and made 
mud with His saliva. Then He 
anointed the man’s eyes with the 
mud and said to him, ‘Go, wash in 
the pool of Siloam.” It must have 

been the most incredible thing that happened to this man. 
He had never seen anything but suddenly was able to see 
everything. The neighbors and those who had seen him 
before as a beggar were saying, ‘Is this not the man who 
used to sit and beg?’ Some said, ‘It is he.’ Others said, 

‘No, but he is like him.’ And all the while, 
“he kept saying, ‘I am the man.’” They 
demanded to see more evidence before 
they would believe what they were 
seeing. “How did it happen?” “Where is 
he?” All that he could tell them was that 
"the man called Jesus" used mud and 
water to cure him and that he didn't know 
where He was.

But as soon as he mentioned Jesus' 
name, he caught all the neighbors' 
attention and they immediately took him 
to the Pharisees, because the Pharisees 
had threatened anyone who confessed 
that Jesus was the Christ, be expelled 
from the synagogue. This poor man. Ever 
since Jesus came into his life, he 
experienced rejection as he had never 
experienced it before. 

The Pharisees were actually the blind 
ones here. They could not see the work of 
God displayed in this man because 

they’ve made up their minds not to believe. For them 
seeing is not believing. Their blindness was a matter of the 
hardness of their hearts. This is the ‘blindness’ that this 
account is really about. It’s the blindness that John wants 
to warn us all to beware of. It’s the kind of blindness that 
refuses to believe that Jesus is who He says He is. 


This account begins with a man whom Jesus saw. 
And it ends with the same man 
seeing Jesus. “Do you believe in 
the Son of Man?” Jesus asks him. 
‘Who is He, sir, that I may believe in 
Him?” Jesus said to him, ‘You have 
seen Him and it is He who is 
speaking to you.” He said, “Lord I 
believe,” and He worshipped Him. 

Behold the work of God was on 
display in this man. Jesus gave this 
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man the gift of sight and then He gave him the gift of 
faith. The blind man became a new creation - 
enlightened and a living testimony to the Son of Man. 
But the religious leaders still don’t see the Son of God in 
Jesus. For some reason, they are unable to see Him. 
Two times the religious leaders called him in. Two times 
they interrogated him. Two times he gave glory to God. 
They cannot see the prophet, the man from God, that 
this formerly blind man now sees. They couldn’t see the 
new life, the new man, the new creation that bears 
testimony to the Man from God. Two times they turned a 
blind eye to this man and his God. Even this man’s own 
parents distanced themselves from him. They could talk 
about their blind son but not about their seeing son. To 
see him, the enlightened son, meant they would have to 
tell the story. “We do not know how it is that now he 
sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he 
is of age. He will speak for himself.” They denied what is 
right before their eyes. Fear does that. 


Dear brothers and sisters, blindness is not about 
the quality of our vision nor the condition of our eyes. It 
is not about the darkness around us but, rather, the 
darkness within us. How we see others, our perception 
of the world, and the way we see life is less about the 
objects of our seeing and more about ourselves. We do 
not see God, people, things, or circumstances as they 
are but as we are. Until our eyes are opened by Christ 
our vision is really just a projection of ourselves onto 
the world. What we see and how we see manifests our 
i n n e r w o r l d . T h e y 
describe and point to 
the fears, attachments, 
and beliefs within us. If 
we wish to see God, 
life, and others as they 
really are then we must 
attend to what is going 
on wi th in us. True 
seeing begins in the 
heart, not the eyes. We 
m u s t b e g i n t o 
acknowledge the fears, 
a t t a c h m e n t s , a n d 
beliefs that live within 
us and how they have 
impaired our vision.   
❖
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SAT., MARCH 18 Lenten Weekday/St. Cyril of Jerusalem
Hos 6:1-6/Lk 18:9-14 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 

Stations of the Cross 20 mins before Mass 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Gerald Damian 

[Claudia Damian]
SUN., MARCH 19 FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Eph 
5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 
13-17, 34-38  

8:00-8:15 am & 10:00-10:15 am Confession 
Stations of the Cross 20 mins before Mass 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Isabel Lopez 

[Carol & Dan Selecki]
MON., MARCH 20 ST. JOSEPH, SPOUSE OF MARY
2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Rom 
4:13, 16-18, 22/Mt 1:16, 
18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a 

12:10 pm Mass: In Memory of ♰Dick Krzyzaniak 
[His loving wife Shirley Krzyzaniak] 

12:45 & 6:30 pm Rescue Project - FFH  
3:30 pm Religious Education - PC

TUES., MARCH 21 Lenten Weekday
Ez 47:1-9, 12/Jn 5:1-16 8:30 am Mass: ♰ Loretta Widmayer 

[Ruth Burch]
WED., MARCH 22 Lenten Weekday
Is 49:8-15/Jn 5:17-30 8:30 am Mass: ♰David Kennedy 

[Pete & Inge Roncoli] 
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal - Choir Loft

THURS., MARCH 23 Lenten Weekday/St. Turibius of Mogrovejo
Ex 32:7-14/Jn 5:31-47 8:30 am Mass: ♰Joe Kirk 

[Gretchen Kirk] 
Confession 15 mins before 7:00 pm Mass 
7:00 pm Stations and Mass: ♰ Rosemary Clancy  

[Lawren Doyle]
FRI., MARCH 24 Lenten Weekday/St. Patrick
Wis 2:1a, 12-22/

Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Cara Lee Kneer 
[George & Elizabeth Daubner] 

3:30-7:00pm Fish Fry - PC  
7:30 pm Stations of the Cross 

SAT., MARCH 25 ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD
Is 7:10-14; 8:10/

Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
Stations of the Cross 20 mins before Mass 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Alfred & Lorraine Kwolek 

[Bill & Sandy Kwolek]
SUN., MARCH 26 FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
Ez 37:12-14/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 
11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 
33b-45 

8:00-8:15 am & 10:00-10:15 am Confession 
Stations of the Cross 20 mins before Mass 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:30 am Mass: For the repose of the soul of 
♰Mohammed, husband of Fatumata 

[The Ezin Family]

Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: 

Call (734) 994-8863 or the 24-hour hotline 
800-712-HELP 

or visit arbor woman.com/abortion/

“AA” group meets Tuesdays at 
7:00 pm - United Methodist 
Church, 501 Ann Arbor St.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those 
struggling with same sex attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families and 
friends of ‘Courage’ clients. 

Call 810-231-9199 ext. 202

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or 
email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Parish Family Birthdays 
March 18	 Andre Dahl
.......
March 21	 Kathryn McGoff
.......
March 22	 Sharon Kleinschmidt
.........
	 MaryAnn Fielder
.......................
March 25	 James Miller                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            ......

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. ♰ David Kennedy  
Inge’s niece’s husband 
(Pete & Inge Roncoli)

Date Served Income Expenses Weekly 
Net

Feb 24th 506 $8,221.00 $12,219.23 -$3,998.23

March 3rd 333 $5,277.00 $5,277.00 -$562.93

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


 

 

 

 

Easter Lily Dedications 
Order forms for Memorial Easter Lilies 
are available in the vestibule. The cost 
is $20, and orders are due by Monday, 
March 28th. You may take your lily 
home after the 10:30 Easter Sunday 
Mass. Please make checks payable to 
“The Flower Garden”.   
Sign-up sheets to help decorate the 
church on April 8th are also in the 
vestibule. Contact Sue Fielder at 
734-972-5652 or sfielder@umich.edu if 
you have questions. 

The Rescue Project Sessions 
You can still participate! The series is 
offered on Mondays both at 12:45pm 
and 6:30pm in Fr. Fisher Hall. Attend in 
person or view the videos anytime via 
the Parish website. 

2023 DSA Update 
For the Diocesan Services Appeal this 
year, our parish goal is $30,070.00. After 
just one-week since the official kick-off, 
we have already reached 34% of our 
goal. Please prayerfully consider how 
you or your family is able to respond. 
Holy Thursday Servers Sought 

The Sacred Triduum begins with the 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper on Holy 
Thursday. This service includes the 
washing of feet and a special procession 
of candle ladies when the Blessed 
Sacred is taken to the Altar of Repose. 
Call Marja at 734-428-9506 if you 
would like to be one of the 14 candle 
ladies. Contact Fr. Bosco if you would 
like to be one of the 12 to have your foot 
washed. 

Upcoming Choir Rehearsals 
Consider joining the Parish Choir - 
rehearsals are on Wednesdays at 7 pm in 
the choir loft (except where noted 
otherwise): March 22nd, 29th, April 
5th, Sat. April 8th at 11am. The Choir 
will sing at the following 10:30am 
Masses: April 2nd (Palm Sunday), 
April 6th (Holy Thursday at 7:30pm), & 
April 8th (Easter Vigil beginning after 
sundown). 

Easter Food Delivery 
If you have committed to donating food 
items this year, please deliver all food 
items to the Fr. Fisher kitchen by noon 
on Palm Sunday, April 2nd. Please 
include your name on your donation so 
that we can keep track of the items. 
Thank you once again for your 
generosity. 

Fellowship Bingo Night 
All are invited to attend Bingo Night 
March 25th at Emmanuel Church 
7-8:30pm. Coffee, water and snacks will 
be provided. Bingo games will be $.25/
game/card. 

Lenten Collection for Life 
This Lent we are collecting money to 
support Family Life Services. This 
agency assists local families in need and 
women facing unplanned pregnancies 
through their Sienna Women's Health 
clinic. Boxes are in the vestibule for you 
to take home. Please return them on 
Palm Sunday. Make checks payable to 
Family Life Services. 

Craft Show Seeking Vendors 
The Missions Group at Emanuel UCC is 

holding a “Spring 
Craft & Vendor 
S h o w ” i n t h e 
Fellowship Hall 
on April 15th 
(Saturday after 
E a s t e r ) f r o m 
9am-4pm. Tables 
are available for 
$25. Lunch will 
be available for a 
small fee. For 
more information, 
c o n t a c t K a r e n 
Hinkley at (734) 
864-2135. 

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, March 5, 2023 

Sunday Envelopes(65)  $5,031.00 .....
Loose Cash & Checks $98.00 .......
E-Giving(8) $548.36 .......................
Easter Décor $185.00 .....................

2 

Weekly toward budget $5,862.78 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. ABOVE goal $562.78 ............

2 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings & Maintenance(9)$380.00 
Evangelization Fund(3) $225.00 ....
E-Giving CRS (1) $20.00 ..............
Poor Box $28.00 ...........................
Votive Candles $149.00..................
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Parish and Area  News

Please Pray for: 
Pat Fielder 

John McGuire 
Peter Roncoli 

Katy Conners and Teddy 
Dennis Hertzel 

Barbara Stevens 
Susan Sylvain 

Nancy Walkowe 
Kenny Merriman 

Erin Doyle Sullivan 
Cindy Marie Remski  
Mary Frances Fielder 

Emilienne Ramdé 
Zach Jarels 

Steve Sweeney Family 
Nicole Stewart 
Ricki Roelant 

Dr. Gunjan Shah 
Terry Salyer 

Janice Emmons 
Charles Gaylord 

Tony Ignacio 
Cindy and Paul Wills 

Arlette Tieno 
Walter Faubion 

Rose Pratt 
Mike Gibbons 
Lee Ann Vitali 

Colonel Gary Dettling  
Alba Pinzani  

Delores Oakley  
David Gaylord 


