
As we heard when Jesus came, He found that 
Lazarus had “already been in the tomb four 
days.” After waiting two days from when He 

received word about Lazarus, it would take another two 
days to travel to Bethany, which is on the outskirts of 
Jerusalem. Once in Bethany, the sisters struggle to hide 
their disappointment with Jesus. “Martha said to Jesus, 
‘Lord if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died.’” Then Mary said to Him, “Lord if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died.” Then, “some of the 
Jews who were there said, ‘Could not He who opened the 
eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from 
dying?’” Everyone believed that 
Jesus could have prevented 
Lazarus’ death if only He had 
gotten there in time.


They had faith in Jesus 
but their faith was limited to 
what Jesus was capable of 
doing before time ran out: 
their faith was immature. But 
Jesus delayed for the sake of 
their faith and ours, that it 
may grow into maturity. 
Jesus said to Martha, “Your 
brother will rise again.” By 
her response, “I know that 
he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last 
day,” Martha expresses the 
Christian hope as clearly as 
it can be said. We know what will happen when time runs 
out. Death will not have the final say. God will. 


Jesus, deeply moved came to the tomb. Jesus said, 
“Take away the stone.” Martha thinks that Jesus wants to 
see the body and pay His respects. But after four days, 
decomposition has already begun. She said, “Lord, by this 
time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four 
days.” He had told her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 
Whoever believes in me, though he dies, yet shall he live, 
and everyone who believes in me shall never die. Do you 
believe?” And Martha had replied, “Yes, Lord; I believe 
that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming 
into the world.” He who is dead, whose body is in the 

state of decay, hears the word of His Lord calling him by 
name. “Lazarus, come out.” The man who had died came 
out…


When we go through the conversation of this Gospel 
it’s not hard to imagine the questions that might be 
running through the minds of the disciples and the hearts 
of Mary and Martha. They are the same kind of questions 
we ask ourselves and each other whenever life is 
interrupted and changed in ways we do not want. They 
are the same kind of questions we ask when 
circumstances show us just how difficult, fragile, and 
beautiful life really is. How could this happen? Is this an 

e n d i n g o r a 
beginning? How do I 
move forward? How 
do I make sense of 
w h a t h a s 
happened? What 
could or should I 
h a v e d o n e 
differently? Is there 
life after this? Why 
d i d n ’ t G o d d o 
something? Every 
one of you could 

add to this list. We 
a l l h a v e o u r 
q u e s t i o n s , 
t h o u s a n d s o f 
them. 

The unanswered 

questions of life tend to leave us disappointed; Jesus 
seems to know that disappointment is inescapable, 
necessary, and even a faithful response to life’s 
circumstances. He neither criticizes nor ridicules Martha 
and Mary for their disappointment. Instead, He uses it as 
an opening and entry point into their lives. Jesus uses our 
disappointment in the unanswered questions of life to 
invite us to a “larger foundational reality” than what we 
create for ourselves and project onto the world.  Isn’t that 
what He’s doing with Mary and Martha? “I am the 
resurrection and the life.” “Take away the stone.” “Did I not 
tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of 
God?” “Lazarus come out.” “Unbind him and let him go.” 
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You make get a paper copy in the entryway of the church, or fill out the 
survey online at this address: https://bit.ly/3yXvRs6



With those words, Jesus is holding before Martha and 
Mary the valley that cuts through the center of their lives. 
Each of those statements is about making new. And it’s 
not just Lazarus being made new. It’s also about Mary 
and Martha being made new. 


The great question before us (and Mary and 
Martha) is whether we experience our disappointment 
as an opportunity for seeing and engaging our lives and 
world in new, different, and life-giving ways, or whether 
we experience it only as a wound that makes us close 
our minds and retreat from further participation. Don’t 
think that Jesus did not know disappointment. He 
surely did. He knew disappointment in the death of 
Lazarus, the crucifixion, Peter’s drawn sword and 
violence, Judas’ betrayal, the disciples sleeping in the 
garden, the way His Father’s house had been turned 
into a den of robbers, His disciples arguing about who 
was the greatest, the disciples’ misunderstanding of 
who He is, the world’s refusal to receive Him, and in so 
many other ways. Every disappointment held before 
Him, as it does for us, is the choice between engaging 
or retreating from the world and our lives. He refused to 
be stopped by His disappointments. Instead, He used 
them as an entry points into our lives. They became the 
po in ts o f ident ificat ion w i th us . H is every 
disappointment becomes one more step deeper into 
the valley that cuts through the center of our lives. 


Dear brothers and sisters, Jesus said, “Unbind him, 
and let him go.” As long as we are unwilling to unbind 
and let go, nothing can be made new. What parts of 
your life do you need 
to unbind? What do 
you need to let go of?   
❖
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SAT., MARCH 25 ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD
Is 7:10-14; 8:10/

Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
Stations of the Cross 20 mins before Mass 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Alfred & ♰Lorraine Kwolek 

[Bill & Sandy Kwolek]
SUN., MARCH 26 FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
Ez 37:12-14/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 
11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 
33b-45 

8:00-8:15 am & 10:00-10:15 am Confession 
Stations of the Cross 20 mins before Mass 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:30 am Mass: For the repose of the soul of 
♰Mohammed, husband of Fatumata 

[The Ezin Family]
MON., MARCH 27 Lenten Weekday
Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 
33-62 or 13:41c-62/Jn 8:1-11 

12:10 pm Mass: ♰Alfred & ♰Lorraine Kwolek 
[Bill & Sandy Kwolek] 

12:45 & 6:30 pm Rescue Project - FFH  
3:30 pm Religious Education - PC

TUES., MARCH 28 Lenten Weekday
Nm 21:4-9/Jn 8:21-30 8:30 am Mass: INT: Barbara Korotko 

[Geraldine Bonkowski]
WED., MARCH 29 Lenten Weekday
Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Jn 
8:31-42 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Paula Saft 
[Jeff Wallace] 

7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal - Choir Loft
THURS., MARCH 30 Lenten Weekday
Gn 17:3-9/Jn 8:51-59 8:30 am Mass: ♰Denise Dresch 

[Pete & Inge Roncoli] 
Confession 15 mins before 7:00 pm Mass 
7:00 pm Stations and Mass: ♰Loretta Widmayer  

[Marlene Lentz]
FRI., MARCH 31 Lenten Weekday
Jer 20:10-13/Jn 10:31-42 8:30 am Mass: INT: Barbara Korotko 

[Geraldine Bonkowski] 
3:30-7:00pm Fish Fry - PC  
7:30 pm Stations of the Cross 

SAT., APRIL 1 Lenten Weekday
Ez 37:21-28/Jn 11:45-56 8:30 am Mass: INT: Jeffrey Sangster 

[Steve and Kelly Pellican] 
3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
Stations of the Cross 20 mins before Mass 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: For the People

SUN., APRIL 2 PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION
Mt 21:1-11 (37)/Is 50:4-7/Phil 
2:6-11/Mt 26:14—27:66 or 
27:11-54 

8:00-8:15 am & 10:00-10:15 am Confession 
Stations of the Cross 20 mins before Mass 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Mabel C. Millenbach 

[The Achtenberg Family] 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Denise Dresch 

[Pete & Inge Roncoli]

Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: 

Call (734) 994-8863 or the 24-hour hotline 
800-712-HELP 

or visit arbor woman.com/abortion/

“AA” group meets Tuesdays at 
7:00 pm - United Methodist 
Church, 501 Ann Arbor St.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those 
struggling with same sex attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families and 
friends of ‘Courage’ clients. 

Call 810-231-9199 ext. 202

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or 
email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. Celebrating the 41st 
Anniversary of moving into 

our home in Manchester 
(Jim & Marja Warner) 

2. In memory of and for the 
repose of the soul of  
♰Noreen Hahn, 2nd 

generation owner of the 
Catholic Shoppe, Jackson 

(Melissa Yekulis)

Date Served Income Expenses Weekly 
Net

Feb 24th 506 $8,221 $12,219.23 -$3,998.23

March 3rd 333 $5,277 $5,839.93 -$562.93

March 10th 567 $8,206 $2,828.13 $5,377.87

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


 

 

 

 

Easter Lily Dedications 
Order forms for Memorial Easter Lilies 
are available in the vestibule. The cost 
is $20, and orders are due by Monday, 
March 27th. You may take your lily 
home after the 10:30 Easter Sunday 
Mass. Please make checks payable to 
“The Flower Garden”.   
Sign-up sheets to help decorate the 
church on April 8th are also in the 
vestibule. Contact Sue Fielder at 
734-972-5652 or sfielder@umich.edu if 
you have questions. 

The Rescue Project Sessions 
You can still participate! The video 
series is available on the Parish website. 
https://bit.ly/3ncaFfr 

2023 DSA Update 
Our parish goal for the Diocesan 
Services Appeal this year is $30,070.00. 
After just one-week since the official 
kick-off, we have already reached 49.4% 
of our goal with 37 families contributing 
$14,855. Please prayerfully consider 
your family’s contribution. 
Holy Thursday Servers Sought 

Fr. Bosco is seeking participants for the 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper on Holy 
Thursday. Please call Marja Warner at 
734-428-9506 if you would like to be 
one of the 14 candle ladies for the 
procession. Contact Fr. Bosco if you 
would like to be one of the 12 men for 
the foot washing. 

Upcoming Choir Rehearsals 
Consider joining the Parish Choir - 
rehearsals are on Wednesdays at 7 pm in 
the choir loft (except where noted 
otherwise): March 29th, April 5th, Sat. 
April 8th at 11am. The Choir will sing 
at the following 10:30am Masses: April 
2nd (Palm Sunday), April 6th (Holy 
Thursday at 7:30pm), & April 8th 
(Easter Vigil beginning after sundown). 

Easter Food Delivery 
If you have committed to donating food 
items this year, please deliver all food 
items to the Fr. Fisher Hall kitchen by 
noon on Palm Sunday, April 2nd. 
Please include your name on your 
donation so that we can keep track of the 
items. Thank you once again for your 
generosity. 

Early Bulletin Deadlines 
In preparation for the upcoming Holy 
Week activities, there will be early 
bulletin publication dates. If you would 
like to include anything in the Palm 
Sunday bulletin please email the content 
to stmarymanchester2@gmail.com by 
1 0 p m S u n d a y , M a r c h 2 6 t h . 
Submissions for Easter Sunday’s edition 
should be emailed no later than 
Wednesday, March 29th at 10pm. 

Lenten Collection for Life 
If you have been collecting alms for 
Family Life Services, please return the 
box in the Palm Sunday collection. 
Make checks payable to Family Life 
Services. 

Sacred Music Classes 
P l e a s e c o n s i d e r a t t e n d i n g 
a Sacred Music class at St. Thomas the 
Apostle in Ann Arbor this June! We're 
very fortunate to be hosting classes in 
chant and vocal skills through the 
Church Music Association of America. 
T h e C M A A C o l l o q u i u m a n d 
related classes are held every June in a 
different location in the US, so it is 
unusual to have these opportunities 
within driving distance. For more 
information visit: https://bit.ly/403aQrY 

Prayer Tree Updates 
The prayer Tree is a great way to storm 
heaven when we need it the most. Many 
of the prayer warriors long to hear how 
people are doing, so please let us know 
of any status updates regarding people 
who have been added to the Prayer Tree. 

Days of Prayer and Healing 
The “Entering Canaan” team in 
Brighton, walks in prayer and fellowship 
with women on their journey from the 
emotional and spiritual pain suffered 
from abortion to the freedom of God’s 
mercy, forgiveness, and healing. 
Upcoming days of healing are April 
15th  and May 20th. The day includes 
Mass; adoration; confession, reflection; 
lunch; small group sharing, and more. 
Freewill offering. For event details, 
contact Eileen Craig, MA, LPC - Text or 
c a l l ( 810 ) 373 -2966 o r ema i l : 
enteringcanaanbrighton@gmail.com.  
All requests are strictly confidential. 

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, March 12, 2023 

Sunday Envelopes(59)  $3,385.00 .....
Loose Cash & Checks $98.00 .......
E-Giving(15) $858.01 .....................
Easter Décor(3) $75.00 ................

2 

Weekly toward budget $4,416.01 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. BELOW goal $883.99 ...........

2 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings & Maintenance(3)$80.00 
E-Giving Build & Main(1) $100.00 
Black & Indian(1) $50.00 .............
E-Giving Black & Indian(1) $50.00 
Poor Box $147.00 ...........................
Votive Candles $42.00..................
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Parish and Area  News

Please Pray for: 
Karin Roncoli 

Pat Fielder 
John McGuire 
Peter Roncoli 

Katy Conners and Teddy 
Dennis Hertzel 

Barbara Stevens 
Susan Sylvain 

Nancy Walkowe 
Kenny Merriman 

Erin Doyle Sullivan 
Cindy Marie Remski  
Emilienne Ramdé 

Zach Jarels 
Walter Faubion 
Mike Gibbons 

The Repose of the Soul: 
♰ Msgr. Raymond Joseph 

Goehring 
♰ David Kennedy

Parish Family Birthdays 
March 25	 James Miller                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            ......
March 27	 Michelle Horn
.......
March 28	 Garrett Sanders
.......
March 30	 Andrew Bonkowski
........
	 Kelly Flaherty
.....................
March 31	 Lawrence Dahl
......

https://bit.ly/3ncaFfr
mailto:stmarymanchester2@gmail.com

