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Blessed Sacrament Pastoral Council 
Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

 

Present: Tanya Cutsforth, Maggie England, Kathy Grete, Jenny Hemesath, Anne Knudtson, Fr. Tony Kruse,   

     Laura McCarthy, Kathleen McKenna, Harland Robinson 

Excused: Joanne Chandler, Catherine Boesen 

 

Harland Robinson called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. Prayer was led by Kathleen McKenna 

 

Semiannual Strategic Plan Updates for the coming months: 

 Finance - March 

 Liturgy - April 

 Parish Community Life - May 

 Stewardship - June 

 

Council Decision Items: 

 Election of Replacement Council Member (Bylaws, Art. I, Sect. G, par. 5): With the resignation of elected 

member, Pat Colwell, the Council must appoint a replacement to complete his vacated term (2nd Term 

ending June 2020).  Once a suitable candidate is identified, the individual will be referred to Fr. Tony for 

review and certification for election.   

 Annual "State of the Parish" Meeting: The meeting was held on Sunday, December 2nd following 10:30 

Mass.  Approximately 10 parishioners where in attendance.  The purpose was to engage parishioners and 

solicit their comments and suggestions. The lack of attendance may have been due to short-notice as 

promotion may have been some of the issue. As the parish already receives a written financial report in the 

Fall, a good solution may be to publish a written strategic plan report to the parish in July of each year. 

 

Pastor's Report: 

 St. Vincent de Paul Society Update: Father Tony updated the council on the current status of the Waterloo 

Council and the Blessed Sacrament Conference.  Father Tony will be stepping back from the Waterloo 

Council overall and will work directly with Peg Moore on the Blessed Sacrament Conference to help build 

up the conference.    

 

Council Discussion Items: 

 Parish Policy Regarding Sale/Auction of Pews: The past practice appears to have been that the parishioners 

would call the office and “match” the Winterfest auction price for a pew in order to have a reserved pew at 

the Christmas Eve Mass.  The council discussed this past practice and reviewed the Catechism (2121 & 

2122) concerning the sin of simony.  

o After discussion, a motion was made to allow the practice of auctioning pews during Winterfest to 

continue. The motion was passed by a unanimous vote of the members and accepted by Fr. Tony. 

o The Council discussed whether other parishioners would be allowed to purchase an additional pew 

for the Christmas Eve Mass by "matching" the auction price for the Winterfest pew. A motion to 
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allow the purchase of multiple additional pews by matching the auction price up to 30 days after the 

auction date was made by Kathy Grete and seconded by Jenny Hemesath. The motion passed by a 

vote of 6 Yeas and 1 Nay. Fr. Tony accepted the motion. 

 Security: Father Tony, Donna Burton, Harland Robinson and Terri Glidewell met with Joe Liebold on 

December 5th for a security walk-through and discussion. The Liturgy Committee will discuss this issue at 

their meeting at the end of January and will provide a recommendation to the Council.  Discussion will be 

ongoing for any enhancements, such as conversion of the outside entry doors to the Parish Offices to "crash-

bar" style.    

 Social Justice Committee: Co-Chairs Bridget Hartman and Mike Schreck have stepped back as leaders.  The 

current committee is working to add further members to chair and join.   

 Fire & Ice Gala: Harland Robinson provided a status update to the Council. Discussion on wine pull, silent 

auction questions, etc.  A final meeting was set for Thursday, January 31st at 6:30 in Putz Hall. 

 

Closing Prayer was led by Kathleen McKenna. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:49 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tanya Cutsforth, Secretary 


