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COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
PENTECOST 2020 

    Each year, the 

Church celebrates 

the great Solemnity 

of Pentecost which 

is the birthday of 

the Church.  

Pentecost recounts the Holy 

Spirit’s descent upon the 

disciples.  This Solemnity 

inaugurates a new era for the 

world.  We remember that the 

Holy Spirit which is the Spirit of 

Truth, the third person of the 

Trinity, and the advocate, dwells 

within us and empowers us to go 

forth to bring the Good News to 

others. 

    So, the beauty of Pentecost is 

that the Holy Spirit descends 

upon the Apostles and 

emboldens them.  Before 

Pentecost, the Apostles are 

frightened, confused, scared, and 

are unsure about the future.  

After Pentecost, the Apostles 

were given gifts such as wisdom, 

knowledge (and the ability to 

speak about it), faith, powers of 

healing, languages (tongues), etc.  

The Apostles travel from 

Jerusalem out into the world, to 

spread the message to the world.  

In Matthew 28: 18-20, Jesus 

says, “All power in heaven and 

on earth has been given to me.  

Go, therefore, and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that 

I have commanded you.  And 

behold I am with you always, 

until the end of the age.” 

    As baptized Christians, we 

believe that we have our own 

Pentecost moment.  The Holy 

Spirit descended upon each of us 

at our Baptism to give us the 

same gifts that were given to the 

apostles.  The Holy Spirit 

descended upon each of us in 

Confirmation to strengthen us, to 

give us that push to go out into 

the world.  We are all called to 

use our gifts whether in the 

priesthood/religious life, married 

life, or even single life.  We are 

all emboldened to go forth to set 

the world on fire with faith and 

the love of God. 

    While all of the above is true, 

Pentecost this year is different.  

While we are emboldened to go 

out, we are asked to shelter in 

place.  While we are called to 

gather together as one body to 

worship in church, we are being 

asked to stay away.  While we 

are unable to live lives as normal, 

we are called to reevaluate how 

we live our lives.  Yes, Pentecost 

is different this year, but the 

same Holy Spirit is at work even 

now in this COVID-19 world.  

We have an opportunity to 

separate ourselves from the 

normal.  We can get so used to 

the routine of life that we start to 

tune out that which is most 

important, God and neighbor.  

But in this 

COVID-19 

world, the same 

Holy Spirit is 

still at work.  

The Holy Spirit 

can reignite 

that fire of 

God’s love in 

our hearts 

through reading the Bible, 

praying together as a family, 

using the technology at our 

disposal especially through 

Flocknote/Word on Fire 

ENGAGE to increase our 

knowledge of the Church, using 

technology to reach out to others, 

and even through worshipping 

through the internet/TV.  If our 

hearts are open, the Holy Spirit 

can still work and renew our 

lives even right now. 

    Yes, we do not know when 

some semblance of normalcy 

will return.  By the time you read 

this, the churches may be 

opening up to Public Mass once 

again.  Even in this upside down 

time, I pray that you will 

rediscover the fire and gifts of 

the Spirit in you.  We are all one 

people in one faith called to one 

mission, but we all have our 

individual gifts given us by the 

Holy Spirit to bring about the 

Kingdom of God.  Don’t be 

afraid to use them and God bless 

you all!   

Fr. Tony 

Reigniting The Fire of God’s Love 

Fr. Tony Kruse 

Pastor 

T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  O F  B L E S S E D  S A C R A M E N T  
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Summer Seminary Intern 
    My name is Eric Zenisek. I was 

born and raised in Cedar Rapids. 

After graduating from Xavier High 

School in 2011, I went to the 

University of Northern Iowa to 

study Secondary Social Science 

Education. During my studies, I 

enjoyed classes in economics, law, 

and government. During this time, 

I felt God call me to be a priest. 

During the last semester of 

college, I student taught at Solon 

High School and Regis Middle 

School. During my time at Regis, I 

coached 7th and 8th grade track. 

    I’ve had a variety of work 

experience. I’ve worked on a farm 

as a hired hand, and on a golf 

course as a bag boy. I’ve also 

worked at two YMCA summer 

camps: Camp Foster in Okoboji as 

a 

counselor and program director, 

then in Granby, Colorado at Camp 

Chief Ouray as a director for camp 

counselors. 

    After my summer working in 

Colorado, I entered St. Pius X 

Seminary at Loras College. During 

these two years, I studied 

philosophy. After graduating from 

Loras, I began to study theology at 

Mundelein Seminary, which is 

about an hour north of downtown 

Chicago. During this spring 

semester, our class spent nine 

weeks in the Holy Land. We spent 

three weeks in Bethlehem, three 

weeks in Galilee, and three weeks 

in Jerusalem. Shortly before we 

arrived back in the States, 

Mundelein closed its campus due 

to COVID-19. My three 

classmates and I went back to our 

minor seminary in Dubuque to 

shelter in place. 

    Some of my hobbies include: 

reading, running, and cooking. 

 

*** 

On May 21, 2020, Eric was 

ordained a transitional deacon for 

the Archdiocese of Dubuque. 

Eric Zenisek,  Seminarian 

   We welcome and 

thank  parishioner  

Marcella Carda for 

her  leadership and 

dedication to the 

Parish. She has  

accepted an appointment to the 

Pastoral Council as our Youth  

Representative. 

    Marcella is the daughter of 

Chuck and Bev Carda and is a 

lifelong member of Blessed 

Sacrament. She also shares her 

gifts as an Altar Server.  

    Marcella is entering her Junior 

Year at Columbus Catholic High 

School where she is active in 

plays, musicals, robotics, and the 

Student Ambassador’s team. 

    As an appointed voting member 

of the Council, Marcella fully 

participates in Council discussions 

and provides the parish with 

leadership and advice from the 

youth perspective - a most 

important role in the future of our 

Community. We are blessed to 

have such inspiring youth leaders 

in our parish! 

Youth Representative 

Blessed Sacrament ChurchBlessed Sacrament ChurchBlessed Sacrament Church   

Confirmation Candidates 2020Confirmation Candidates 2020Confirmation Candidates 2020   

Harland Robinson, PC Chairman 
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Daily Disciple ~ Church Beautification Team 
    St. Francis de Sales is credited 
with the phrase, “Bloom where 
you are planted”, and I have 
become acquainted with a group at 
Blessed Sacrament who live that 
phrase every week.  The Blessed 
Sacrament Beautification Team led 
by Donna Burton is an informal 
group of women and men devoted 
to enhancing our worship 
experience through the 
beautification of our church 
spaces. 
    The seed was planted years 
ago by Donna when she noticed, 
over an extended period of time, 
how barren our altar was. She 
realized that if she said 
something about it, she needed to 
be prepared to do something 
about it; and, so she began. At 
first, it was just her doing what 
she could to make things better; 
but, as time went by she began to 
invite people from her Bible 
study class to join her by taking 
on small duties, such as watering 
the plants, or making a wreath, or 
building a small structure to 
support her design. 
    One of those invited people was 
Terry Burds, a Bible companion 
with a background in a floral shop. 
Terry has been involved for about 
four years now and finds a lot of 
fun in the activity. She is an 
eighteen year member of Blessed 
Sacrament and has a servant’s 
heart. She told me that Donna 
initially asked her to help care for 
the plants but that her role has 
expanded to helping Donna 
achieve her vision for the spaces. 
Terry enjoys the friendship and 
sense of community. 
    Another of Donna’s faithful 
friends is Joan Lies, a Master 
Gardener. Joan also met the 
group after she joined the Bible 
study class, (hmmm, I sense a 

theme). She has now been part 
of the beautification team for 
five years and is particularly 
interested in learning the 
nuances of the liturgical 
requirements for the year. Donna 
originally invited Joan to teach a 
Tai Chi class at Blessed 
Sacrament. She told me, “Donna 
is an evangelist in the truest 
sense.” Joan has been a member 
of Blessed Sacrament since 1976 
and cherishes this group and the 
friendships she’s made. 
    Elaine Sulentic told me that 
she was thrilled to find the 
beautification team after thirty-
three years as a member of 
Blessed Sacrament. These past 
five years have made her feel 
that she has played a significant 
role in making our worship 
space inspiring. She told me that 
Donna comes up with the ideas 
and from there the team turns it 
into a reality. Elaine focuses on 
the statue of Mary and anything 
requiring faux flowers. She also 
creates the wreaths. Again, the 
original connection with Donna 
and the group came through that 
Bible class. 
    There are more informal 
members of this group than can 

possibly be mentioned here. 
Donna praised the men who haul 
heavy things for her on special 
occasions, the guys who help 
with specific lighting, the 
women who sew, or whose time 
is limited and they volunteer to 
do one thing, but they do it 
faithfully. She is grateful to 
them all. Donna told me that she 
has done this for twenty years, 
nearly half of her time here as a 
parishioner, and that the idea is 
to “bring honor and glory to 
God” in His house. She said the 
pandemic has given her a 
different view of our space and 
it is the view from a camera 
lens. She has marked several 
spaces, only seen when looking 
down from the camera height, 
that she wants to focus on. She 
and her team are aware that the 
pandemic has caused terrible 
anxiety and fear and they pray 
that we all receive comfort from 
the visual settings they have 
provided us on the altar. 
    This bouquet of human 
beings, this team of beauty, has 
clearly sprung from God. It 
originated in the prayer and 
study of the Bible and its leader 
is a gentle evangelist. The next 
time you tune in, or we gather 
together, take a new look around 
and send a thankful prayer for 
this parish team. This group of 
volunteers is truly “blooming 
where they have been planted”. 

~ Margaret Klein, 
Contributing Editor 
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      Change … it is the name of the 

game.  No one is immune to it.  

This summer, July 1st to be exact, 

will bring with it a change in 

leadership for our music ministry 

at Blessed Sacrament. 

 

Deacon John Herman 

    After eighteen years of leading 

us in music, 

Deacon John 

Herman has 

decided the 

time has come 

for him to 

pass the torch.  

As much as 

music runs 

deep in John’s 

veins, his 

faith runs 

deeper than that.  It is after much 

discernment and prayer, that John 

understands his life and health 

have reached a point that he can no 

longer continue as Music Director 

for the parish. 

    It is no surprise that music has 

been a huge part of John’s life.  It 

all started when he played the 

clarinet as a child growing up.  

The clarinet has remained a 

constant throughout John’s life, 

and he has continued to play it by 

being a part of the New Horizons 

Band at UNI for twenty years. 

    As an adult, he had a desire to 

play more instruments.  Up first, 

were the piano and the organ.  

About twenty-eight years ago, 

Blessed Sacrament parishioner 

Marlene Jeys gave John enough 

lessons to get him going on his 

own.  Next up, was the violin.  

During the same time John was 

learning the piano and organ, he 

met the Blessed Sacrament music 

teacher.  As luck would have it, 

this teacher played the violin and 

gave him lessons over four years.  

John mastered four Suzuki lesson 

books, which is no small feat, and 

something John is quite proud of. 

     John went on to take a Choral 

Directing course at UNI, and from 

there he became the Music 

Director at St. John’s and St. 

Mary’s churches in Waterloo.  

About two years later, he became 

the Music Director for Blessed 

Sacrament, and from then on, he 

has enjoyed many, many years of 

ministry through music. 

    John says, “My love of music 

has been my foundation as Music 

Director at Blessed Sacrament.  

Being Music Director has given 

me the joy of being exposed to all 

the musical talents of our parish.  I 

only wish I could turn the clock 

back about 20 years and do it all 

again.” 

 

Marlene Jeys 

    Not only will this summer bring 

the retirement of Deacon John 

Herman as Music Director, but we 

also celebrate the retirement of 

Marlene Jeys, our organist  for 

over sixty years.  Did you read 

that?  Over 6-0 years! 

    Marlene’s organ playing began 

in grade school at St. Patrick’s in 

Cedar Falls.  

She grew up, 

married, and 

moved into the 

Blessed 

Sacrament  

neighborhood.  

It was then she 

began playing 

the organ for the church, which, at 

that time, happened to be in the 

school cafeteria! 

    Over the years, Marlene has 

been known as one of the best 

liturgical organists in Waterloo, 

and our parish has been blessed by 

her sharing her musical talent with 

us for so long. 

 

Chris & Carrie Evans 

    On July 1, 2020, Chris and 

Carrie Evans will take the torch 

from John and will serve as 

Interim Co-Directors of Music 

here at Blessed Sacrament. 

    For Carrie, her love of music 

began before she could even talk.  

Music was in her soul.  Her 

Grandpa Rogers loved to sing silly 

songs that he taught Carrie and her 

siblings as they grew.  The first 

she can recall is “Jesus Loves 

Me.” 

    In high school, Carrie began her 

ministry in music as she taught the 

younger children in CCD classes, 

along with singing in the choir. 

      Her music ministry journey 

continued through college where 

she toured the country with a 

Catholic singing group.  This 

eventually led her to meet Chris, 

whom she eventually married, and 

had five children with.   

    Throughout marriage and 

family life, Carrie has continued 

her music ministry at each of the 

three parishes they have belonged 

to. 

Music Ministry: Passing the Torch 
Maggie England, Pastoral Associate 
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Music Ministry: Passing the Torch (Continued from Page 4) 

     When asked how she feels about 

taking on the role of Interim Co-

Director of Music at Blessed 

Sacrament, Carrie says, “I am 

humbled to have the opportunity to 

draw others closer to God through 

song!” 

      For Deacon Chris, he is fond of 

an old quote attributed to Augustine 

of Hippo that says: “To sing is to 

pray twice.” 

    He grew up being part of choir 

and band through elementary and 

high school.  In college, he 

remained part of the choir.  He was 

a member of the school Mass choir 

at Mason City Newman, the church 

choir at St. Joseph’s in Mason City, 

and then also at St. Stephen’s at 

UNI.  Along with being part of the 

choir, he also was a cantor at each 

of these places.  When his family 

joined Blessed Sacrament, he 

continued his music ministry by 

serving as a cantor here.  He enjoys 

singing for weddings, for funerals, 

and he has even sung for an 

Episcopal priest’s first Mass. 

    For Chris, he says, “praising God 

with music is right for me.  … 

Music means a lot to me and I plan 

to treat this time at Blessed 

Sacrament as a Co-Director trying 

to do justice to what God has 

blessed us with in song.  To help 

the congregation enter the Mass 

more completely and to be blessed 

by the Holy Spirit by joining with 

the angels in their praise of our 

God.” 

 

    Change … no one is immune.  

This summer let us give thanks and 

praise to John and Marlene for their 

years of service and for sharing all 

their musical talent with us.  Let us 

joyfully welcome Deacon Chris and 

Carrie Evans on as our Interim Co-

Directors of Music.  Chris and 

Carrie and all our musical ministers 

will need our help in building up 

our music ministry.  All are invited 

to boldly share whatever musical 

talent you may have with the 

parish.  Like Deacon John says, “If 

you think you cannot sing … let 

God decide that!  Give God a 

chance!”  And, as we often hear 

from Fr. Tony, “Do not be afraid!” 

Come Out and Live Maggie England, Pastoral Associate 

“… he fled from Saul into a cave.  Have 

mercy on me, God, have mercy on me.  In 

you I seek refuge.  In the shadow of your 

wings I seek refuge till harm pass by.”  

Psalms 57:1-2. 

  

    It was Sunday, March 13, 2020 

(Third Sunday of Lent), and the air 

hung heavy with things beyond our 

control.  Fear and panic were on the 

rise.  It turns out that this was the 

last weekend we were to all be 

together publically for Mass for 

quite some time.  Two days later, 

we would all retreat to our own 

cave.    

    We have remained in the shadow 

of His wings since this pandemic 

began.  It has been a challenging 

time, but also, a time for renewal.   

    Yes, it is unnatural to stay away 

from our loved ones, from our 

church family, from all that we 

know, even if it is for the well-

being of all.  When we cannot share 

our gifts and talents with others and 

our church family in ways that we 

are used to, a feeling of 

helplessness takes over. 

   
“I call to God Most High, to God who 

provides for me.” Psalms 57:3 

 

    During this time in our caves, we 

have had to take a step back.  We 

have been forced to slow down.  It 

has, without a doubt, been a 

challenge, but, it has also provided 

us an opportunity to pray more, to 

reflect on what our priorities should 

be, and what is vital to our truly 

living this life we are gifted with.    

    It has not been perfect, and we 

all ache to be physically present 

together, but I hope that you have 

seen that, through the imperfection 

and danger of this time, at Blessed 

Sacrament, we have been the Body 

of Christ beyond the walls of 

church and beyond the caves of our 

homes.  From our Host Community 

volunteers kicking into gear and 

calling to check in on their 

neighbors, to our homebound 

volunteers calling to check in on 

those they would normally visit in 

person, to our livestream Masses 

and other devotionals reaching not 

only our faith community, but to 

countless others, including those 

speaking other languages, 

throughout the area and beyond … 

we have much to be proud of.   
(Continued on Page 6) 
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    Now today, on this Sunday, 

May 17, 2020, the air, once again, 

hangs heavy with things beyond 

our control.  This time, instead of 

fear and panic on the rise, I feel 

anticipation mixed with HOPE.  

Turn that word into an acronym, 

and you have: Healing Our 

Painful Experiences.  In a way, we 

have had to die to our old selves 

these past couple of months, to the 

lives we once knew.  God did not 

change and has been with us every 

step, and I am filled with hope that 

as we prepare to come out of our 

caves, He can heal us, and a better 

tomorrow is waiting.  

    As you come out of your cave, 

how do you want Church to be 

different for you?   

    Outside the church walls, I am 

challenged by the thought of:  

Would others know that I am 

Catholic by the way I act and 

speak?  Do I share my Catholic 

faith with others?  Do I defend my 

Catholic faith when the situation 

arises, or do I remain silent?  Will 

I pray in public before meals?  

Will I explain to others the reason 

for my hope? 

    Inside these walls, are there new 

ways that you might feel called to 

help in strengthening the Body of 

Christ?  We know that it will look 

different for a while, but this is a 

good time to pray about how you 

can give back to Him through the 

gifts He has given you.   

    Maybe you are technologically-

savvy, and have ideas of how we 

can add to our virtual offerings … 

maybe you feel called to boost our 

Parish community life … maybe 

you feel called to serve through 

Social Justice … or maybe you 

feel called to serve in liturgical 

ministry through music, as a 

Sacristan, a Lector, Eucharistic 

Minister, Usher, or Greeter.  

Bottom line, every single one of us 

has gifts and talents to share.  

Jesus has never let us down, and 

He is calling us now to be His 

body, for His body can only be as 

strong as we allow it to be. 

     
“Awake, my soul; awake lyre and harp!  

I will wake the dawn.  I will praise you 

among the peoples, Lord; I will chant 

your praise among the nations.” Psalms 

57:9-10 

 

    As we slowly begin to ease our 

way out from the cave, I pray that 

we do not waste this wonderful 

chance He has given us, and that 

we embrace this new life to 

continue to become the radiant 

light and bold witness that we are 

called to be … and that we live.  

Come Out and Live (Continued from Page 5) 

 Volunteer Camera Operators Needed! 
   4:30 Saturday Mass and 8:30 Sunday Mass 

Do you have a basic familiarity with computers & the internet? 

This is a great opportunity to serve your faith and your parish! 

Training will be provided and you will not be scheduled until you are comfortable! 

Camera Operators normally are scheduled for one Mass per month and choose which day. 
For more information, contact Harland Robinson at 230-3773 or email: robbyhcr@mchsi.com 

Attention High School Students! 
Volunteer hours as a Camera Operator qualify as Service Hours for your Silver Chord! 
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    As a 

husband and 

father of 

three, I can 

imagine the 

struggles 

many of you 

have and 

continue to endure as result of this 

pandemic. The loss of in-person 

school, having to try and convince 

your kids to be “all-in” on virtual 

learning, the absence of co-

curricular activities, and the 

deprivation of nearly all social 

opportunities. It truly has been 

tough on parents and kids alike.  

    While the media, social media, 

and the researchers have done 

extensive reporting and 

researching on how things are 

affecting us adults, little is being 

done to look at the effects of 

COVID-19 on our young people. 

Most kids like the sense of a 

structure, and the schedule of the 

school year provides such a 

discipline. Similar to regular 

attendance at Mass- the structure 

and routine order of the various 

elements that makes up our 

greatest act of prayer becomes 

reliable and thus a moment of 

predictability in our lives. While 

we haven’t been able to fully 

participate in person, our regular 

attendance- albeit virtually- helps 

to give us a sense of normalcy.  

    Back to the kids- my wife and I 

have found (through trial and 

many errors) that establishing a 

routine has been the best thing to 

incorporate into our kids’ lives. 

We found a notebook where we 

have one of them write down the 

date and day of the week, as well 

as if there are any virtual meetings 

or special activities going on. We 

make sure to mark out time for 

daily walks around the 

neighborhood (field trips), and 

time for separation between them 

and us (recess!).  

    One of the nice things about this 

time together has been the number 

of times we enjoy a meal together, 

mostly around the same table. 

Have you enjoyed a meal 

together? It’s always a joy to be 

able to slow down and listen to the 

conversation- you’ll be surprised 

what you learn.  

    As we transition into a summer 

of unpredictability- how will it 

look? I think it is going to be 

tough to establish some sense of a 

structure. Not knowing if there 

will be youth recreational sports, 

or if the pool will open, or what 

activity will be cancelled- it will 

be more important for us parents 

to keep calm, keep flexible, and 

keep the kids on a routine. Have 

you considered adding a faith 

component to your schedule? 

    Every week, we offer resources 

for the youth of the parish for them 

to be engaged during Mass. You 

can visit https://waterloocatholics. 

org/clow to download and view. 

    In addition, there will be a 

virtual RE (religious ed) program 

offered for the kids, which will be 

available via: https://waterloo 

catholics.org/VirtualRE, or you 

can grab a link off of the parish’s 

website. This will be available to 

register starting June 10. This will 

allow your family to foster a 

deeper relationship with Christ on 

a pace and structure most 

conducive to your family’s 

schedule.  

    Parents- I haven’t forgotten 

about you! Have you considered 

being part of our summer ALPHA 

program? Don’t know what it is? 

Alpha is an exciting and engaging 

course that addresses the big 

questions of life and faith.  What's 

the purpose of life?  Who is 

Jesus?  Why did Jesus die?  How 

can I have faith?  Each Alpha 

session consists of a video talk and 

small group discussion.  Join us 

for a "Come and See" online 

session on Tuesday, June 2nd from 

7:30pm - 9:00pm! The remaining 

sessions will run every Tuesday 

night through early 

August.  Register here: https://

forms.gle/GNabYmw5Y2Jdwdpp8 

    If you need resources, have 

questions, or just need someone 

who won’t judge, please reach out. 

I’m here for you to walk this 

journey of faith together. And yes- 

I’m praying for the pool to open, 

rec baseball to occur, and for in-

person school to start in the fall 

ON TIME. We can hope and pray, 

right? 

 

Blessings, 

 

Paul Lee 

Associate Director for Children/

Family Formation 

Catholic Parishes of Waterloo 

Feast of Corpus Christi (Parish Feast Day) 
June 13th & 14th 

http://waterloocatholics.org/clow
http://waterloocatholics.org/clow
http://waterloocatholics.org/VirtualRE
http://waterloocatholics.org/VirtualRE
https://forms.gle/GNabYmw5Y2Jdwdpp8
https://forms.gle/GNabYmw5Y2Jdwdpp8
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Harland Robinson, Live Stream Coordinator 

    When we took a deep breath 

and leapt into the 21st century two 

years ago by providing a web-

based live streaming service to our 

homebound and sick parishioners 

via our website and Facebook 

page, little did we realize just how 

far-sighted and essential this 

service would become to our 

parish family! 

    With the onset of the 

coronavirus pandemic and the 

subsequent closure of our Church 

to all public Masses, meetings, 

events, and activities, our online 

presence has become critical to 

nurturing our faith by maintaining 

a close connection to our parish 

family. 

     Despite the many challenges 

presented by the pandemic, Fr. 

Tony, Fr. Scott, our Deacons, and 

the parish staff have risen to the 

occasion by providing live stream 

daily liturgies, devotions, and 

special broadcasts to not only our 

parish, but also to our local 

Burmese and Hispanic Catholic 

communities.        

    From a small, local effort to 

remain engaged with our 

parishioners, our live stream 

outreach ministry has garnered a 

world-wide following during this 

pandemic with regular viewers 

throughout the United States, 

Canada, Europe, and Asia! 

    So, let's get our inner geek on 

and see for ourselves what a great 

thing our parish has accomplished  

by looking at some of our viewer 

statistics over the past two months: 

 

Website: 

 In the two months prior to the 

pandemic (Jan 20th - Mar 

20th) our daily Mass 

broadcasts saw an average of 

118 viewers. During this 

pandemic, our average viewers 

for daily Mass has become 

2,462, a growth of 1,986%.  

 In the two months prior to the 

pandemic (Jan/Feb) our 

weekend Mass broadcasts saw 

an average of 397 viewers. 

During this pandemic, our 

average viewers for weekend 

Mass has become 5,455, a 

growth of 1,274%. 

 Our Easter Triduum and Easter 

Sunday Mass attracted the 

following views on our 

website. 

 Holy Thursday: 3,248 

 Good Friday: 4,269 

 Holy Saturday: 374 

 Easter Sunday: 9,605 

Facebook: 
 In the two months prior to the 

pandemic (Jan 20th - Mar 

20th) our daily Mass 

broadcasts saw an average of 

401 viewers. During this 

pandemic, our average viewers 

for daily Mass has become 

5,839, a growth of 1,244%.  

 In the two months prior to the 

pandemic (Jan/Feb) our 

weekend Mass broadcasts saw 

an average of 504 viewers. 

During this pandemic, our 

average viewers for weekend 

Mass has become 4,638, a 

growth of 820%. 

 Our Easter Triduum and Easter 

Sunday Mass attracted the 

following views on our 

Facebook page: 

 Holy Thursday: 1,300 

 Good Friday: 3,700 

 Holy Saturday: 1,700 

 Easter Sunday: 5,200 

 Of particular note, our parish 

Facebook page now has 1,453 

Follows and 1,059 Likes. An 

amazing growth in just two 

months. 

 In addition, we have added 

many special devotional 

opportunities to our broadcast 

schedule, as well as a Friday 

morning “Coffee Talk with Fr. 

Tony” which is proving to be 

very popular. 

    Through it all, we have 

remained steadfast in our 

commitment to keeping our parish 

family connected to their faith and 

it is readily apparent that you have 

responded to our live stream 

broadcasts to remain grounded in 

your faith despite the great 

disruptions brought about by the 

pandemic. We look forward to the 

day we can all be together again in 

our church. 
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Winter Gala 2020 Jenny Hemesath & Kathy Grete,  Gala Co-Chairs 

    There's no 

better way to 

cure the winter 

blues than by 

supporting a 

good cause with a night on the 

town – and many of our Blessed 

Sacrament friends did just that on 

Saturday, February 15 by 

attending this year’s Winter Gala!   

Walking into the Parish Center 

lobby, attendees were invited to 

stop at the photo booth to take a 

picture with their sweetie or a 

group of friends before heading 

inside.  Thank you to Julie Graff, 

this year’s photographer, who took 

pictures at both the photo booth as 

well as photos of each individual 

dining table group as a special 

memento of the evening!  Photos 

are available on the church website 

if you haven’t yet viewed them 

(https://blessedsacrament 

waterloo.org/photoalbums). 

    The evening kicked off with a 

Social Hour, allowing lots of 

opportunity to socialize while 

checking out the Silent Auction 

tables, selecting an envelope at the 

Gift Card Gallery, and buying 

additional Cash Raffle tickets.   

    The Gift Card Gallery proved 

hugely popular, selling out of 

envelopes before dinner was 

served, allowing an early opening 

of the envelopes! Congratulations 

to everyone who played the Gift 

Card Gallery game -- everyone 

was a winner and left with a gift 

card to spend!!! 

    Our VIP tables sported familiar 

faces that we welcomed back with 

excitement – the tables hosted by 

Fr. Tony, Sr. Madonna, Fr. Denny 

Juhl, Fr. Bernie Grady. Fr. Scott 

Boone and Monsignor Simington - 

also received "head of the line" 

privileges for the buffet dinner and 

a complimentary bottle of wine at 

their table.   

    Our caterers, 

Moment in 

Thyme, served 

an absolutely 

delicious buffet 

which included 

chicken marsala 

and beef 

tenderloin with 

veggies, and 

featured miniature chocolate, 

raspberry and key lime mousse 

cups for dessert.  Assistance at the 

meal and with clean-up 

immediately following was 

provided by the Columbus High 

School Cheer Squad – thank you!    

Following 

the meal, 

the dance 

kicked off 

with music 

from LNS 

Sounds to accompany the 

continuation of the Silent Auction 

and sale of Cash Raffle Tickets. 

Congratulations to Amy Tracy as 

the big winner of the 50/50 Cash 

Raffle! 

    Thank you, thank you, thank 

you!  We are so thankful to 

everyone who supported the 2020 

Winter Gala  -- whether you 

donated items, helped before, 

during or after the event, or 

attended, it is all greatly 

appreciated.  Without you, we 

would not be able to do amazing 

things like raise $16,200 through 

this event to support the 

ministries of Blessed Sacrament! 
    A special thank you to those 

who served on this year’s Winter 

Gala Leadership Team – Kathy 

Grete & Jenny Hemesath (Co-

Chairs); -- Ryan England (Cash 

Raffle); -- Deb Vannoni & Amy 

Tracy (Gift Card Gallery); -- 

Rachel Wallace & Katie Kerker 

(Decorations); -- Harland 

Robinson, Maggie England, & 

Terri Glidewell. 
This is the day that the LORD has made; 

let us rejoice and be glad in it!  (Psalm 

118:24) 

https://blessedsacramentwaterloo.org/photoalbums
https://blessedsacramentwaterloo.org/photoalbums
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School News 
  CONGRATULATIONS to the 

Columbus Catholic High School Class 

of 2020!  Due to the COVID-19 

restrictions, graduation has been 

postponed until Sunday, June 28, 

2020.  In the event that social 

gathering restrictions do not allow for an in-person 

event on this date, a special virtual event will be 

planned for our seniors! 

    From March 24 to 

May 22, 2020, Cedar 

Valley Catholic 

Schools provided 

online instruction for 

all students — 

Preschool through 

Grade 12.  A special 

thank you to the 

students, staff, and families for all your efforts during 

this unique time in education! 

    Registration (PK3-Grade 12) is open for the 2020-

2021 school year.  Contact Sarah Smith at 319-232-

1422 or ssmith@cvcatholic.org for more information 

on enrollment and tuition assistance. 

    The 2020 Ultimate Auction was held as a virtual 

event on Saturday, April 18, 2020.  We raised over 

$56,000 to support Cedar Valley Catholic 

Schools.  Thank you to our sponsors, participants, 

and volunteers for your continued support of this 

event and Catholic education in the Cedar Valley. 

 

  

Sarah Smith,  CVCS Advancement Director 

Community Garden Mike Knipp, Garden Coordinator 

    Well another summer is fast 

approaching and we will be 

looking for those volunteers to 

help maintain the garden by 

watering, weeding, and 

eventually harvesting the crop.  

    This year we have asparagus 

and blueberry bushes 

growing.  The asparagus is on its 

third season and produced 15lbs 

that was donated to Queen of 

Peace community meal program. 

Blueberry bushes are doing fine; 

they too will need another season 

in order to really start 

producing.    The crop this year 

is:   tomatoes, green peppers, okra, 

peas, spinach, and sweet basil. 

They were planted on Tuesday, 

May 12th. 

    We also want to continue to 

beautify the area.  We would like 

to put a border around the beds 

with mulch.  This will greatly help 

those who have to mow around the 

beds, making it much easier on 

them plus making it look 

better.  This will take a bit more 

time to finish up.   

    The cost of all this shouldn’t be 

too much but 

any financial 

support to the 

garden project 

would be 

greatly appreciated. Please contact 

Terri Glidewell at the church or 

simply send in your donation with 

a letter as to where you want the 

funds to go to.   This will help 

offset plant costs, fabric, and 

mulch. 

    This year we would like the 

harvest to go to Queen of Peace 

community meals and anyone in 

need from our community.   

mailto:ssmith@cvcatholic.org
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    Our Lenten 

project to prepare 

low-cost, pre-

packaged meals 

for distribution by 

the Northeast Iowa 

Food Bank continues to meet with 

great success due to the 

involvement of our many 

dedicated volunteers from the 

community, as well as financial 

and in-kind support from local 

churches and organizations. 

    This year, in partnership with 

Outreach, we packaged 40,000 

meals at a cost of 

$12,000.00. We are 

happy to announce 

that we had plenty of 

ingredients on hand 

and met our goal of 

40,000 meals due to the dedicated 

efforts of our many wonderful 

volunteers. Our meal count was 

down slightly from last year due to 

an increase in the cost of 

ingredients from Outreach.  The 

fundraising remains strong and we 

are blessed to continue providing 

nutrition to those in need. 

    As a parish, we 

raised $5,700 

through our Brass 

Bucket campaign 

and parishioner 

donations. We also 

received donations of $5,000 from 

the Gallagher Foundation; $500 

each from Blessed Sacrament and 

Sacred Heart Knights of Columbus 

Councils; $200 from Sacred Heart 

Social Justice Committee and 

$100 from Zion Lutheran Church. 

    Our volunteer base in support of 

this project continues to grow 

within the Waterloo community 

and we were blessed to receive the 

overwhelming support of 

approximately 340 volunteers. We 

are truly blessed to receive 

volunteer support from not only 

our own parishioners, but also 

from the 2nd and 5th grade classes 

at St. Edwards School, Zion 

Lutheran Church, Queen of Peace, 

Sacred Heart, St. Edwards, and the 

various Knights of Columbus 

Councils. What a wonderful 

expression of our love for others! 

    We were also blessed to receive 

the support of the Isle of Capri 

Hotel and Casino for lodging and 

United Rentals for providing a 

forklift. 

    Since beginning this project six 

years ago, we have packaged over 

300,000 meals!  Thanks to all who 

participated in making this project 

an outstanding success! 

Lenten Meal Packaging Event Derek Mineart, Event Chairman 

    Our Parish Elections 

have been rescheduled 

to the weekend of June 

13/14.  As announced 

in our Lenten newsletter, we will 

be electing two persons to serve 

on the Pastoral Council and one 

person to serve as our CVCS 

School Board member to replace 

members whose term expires in 

June. 

Pastoral Council: The purpose of 

the Pastoral Council is to offer 

counsel to, and collaborate with, 

the pastor to guide the parish 

toward its future. Members are 

elected to serve a three-year term 

and may serve two consecutive 

terms. Council members are 

expected to serve as a liaison to 

one of the parish standing 

committees (with some 

participation in committee 

meetings) and commit to missing 

no more than two Council 

meetings in a year. 

CVCS School Board: The purpose 

of the CVCS School Board is to 

fulfill the responsibilities of 

governing the schools. Members 

are elected to serve a three-year 

term and may serve two 

consecutive terms. 

    All Confirmed adults who are 

living a life reflective of our 

shared faith’s values and beliefs, 

and are in full Communion with 

the Catholic Church, are eligible to 

run for these offices.   

    Please pray about how the Holy 

Spirit might be asking you to put 

your gifts at the service of our 

parish’s work for the Lord in one 

of these roles. Nominations will 

close on Monday, June 1, 2020. 

     For more information, please 

contact Maggie England by email: 

dbq208s2@dbqarch.org or call the 

parish office at 319-233-6179 with 

your questions! 

  

2020 Parish Elections Rescheduled Harland Robinson, PC Chairman 
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5th Annual Garage Sale 
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2020 Dates: 

July 23, 24 and 25th   
  

Donations accepted: 

July 18th through July 21st 
    Our annual sale has been a great 

hit for the Parish since it began in 

2016, when it brought in $8400. 

We enjoyed such great success 

that the team (consisting of several 

additional members) decided to 

continue this fundraiser.  All are 

welcome to join the team. 

    The 2017 sale was bigger and 

better - raising $9000. In 2018, the 

goal was $10,000 and was 

reached. 2019 proceeds were 

$12,227.42! The income from the 

Garage Sales goes into the general 

fund at Blessed Sacrament. This 

fund pays for maintenance, 

salaries, local and outreach 

ministries, and community 

building events.  

    These amounts could not have 

been accomplished without the 

generous donations of sale items 

and hours of volunteer time.  In 

2019, over 1200 hours of time 

were donated by Parish members. 

The volunteer opportunities for the 

sale were added to the BS website 

in 2018, making for a much easier 

way for our many generous 

volunteers to donate their time. 

    Many thanks to all who make 

this happen - the Parish office, 

truckers who picked up and 

delivered household goods to the 

sale, Warren Transport for 

providing the trailer for storage, 

the members of the Parish for the 

donations of time and sale items 

and the entire garage sale team. 

    On the last day of the sale, 

many non-profit organizations in 

the area are invited to come and 

choose items at no cost. Some of 

these are Veterans organizations, 

Americans for Independent 

Living, House of Hope, and Cedar 

Valley Hospitality House.  

You may be aware that St. 

Edward’s has a Sister Parish (St. 

Theresa’s Catholic Church) in 

Okolona, MI.  They have a 2nd 

hand store and are happy to have 

many of the things that aren't sold.  

    Every year brings changes and 

improvements - 2020 will be the 

best yet! Please join in the fun and 

volunteer - sign up forms can be 

found on the BS Website as well 

as in the Gathering Space of the 

Church. 

 

Yvonne Heuer, Garage Sale Committee 

Estate Sale Services 

Downsizing? Clearing household goods from an estate? 

Blessed Sacrament parishioners offer Estate Sale Services for those 

willing to donate the proceeds back to Blessed Sacrament Parish. At 

your location, we will set up for a sale, advertise and staff the sale, and 

dispose of what remains after the sale. If you are interested in 

discussing or scheduling a sale with us, please call Margaret Klein at 

319-429-1907 or email: margaret.lenz.klein@gmail.com 
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