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Blessed Sacrament Pastoral Council 
Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, January 23, 2024 
 
Present: Jack Eherenman, Maggie England, Father Tony Kruse, Dan McGrane, Jill Faucher, Sheila Miller, 
Vince Schons, and Gary Vent 

    
Excused Absence: Greg Stammeyer, Ellen Heuer, Melanie Ernst, Steve Ernst 
 
Called to order at 6:32pm by Dan McGrane. 
 
Opening Prayer led by Jack Eherenman. 
 
 
Council Decision Items: 

● Approval of Minutes: November 21, 2023 meeting. Motion to approve by Vince Schons, the attending 
members agreed. 

● Set date for Dueling Piano event 
○ Council will try to line up both a venue and entertainment for April 6th. 

 
Council Discussion Items: 
  

• Dueling Piano event details 
 Date of event: 

• Agreement was made to avoid both March 9th and March 16th as they may 
interfere with Spring Break plans and cause low attendance.  

• The Cattle Congress Pavilion is available on March 2nd, but due to items that 
need to be contracted, such as security, it would be $1000 minimum. 

• Majestic Moon and Elks Club are both available on March 9th, but the council 
doesn’t believe the weekend prior to spring break would be the best option for 
attendance. 

• Trivia night is April 6th, and if it is an available night for Dueling Pianos and 
Majestic Moon we may want to consider switching Trivia and Dueling Pianos. 

o Vince confirmed the Majestic Moon is available on April 6th; will need to 
confirm with Dueling Pianos. 

o Assuming Dueling Pianos entertainment is available, we will plan on 
having doors open at 6pm; Dueling Pianos start at 7:30pm – 10:30pm. 

• Father Tony will be out of town on April 13th.  
• The CVCS Ultimate Auction is on April 20th. 

 Venue: 
• Council members are in favor of using Majestic Moon to eliminate the overhead 

of needing a liquor license, in addition they have bar staff and catering options. 
• Majestic Moon cost is $450 - rental is for 6 hours. 

 Entertainment: 
• Council agreed Dueling Pianos would be most desirable entertainment and cost 

is similar to that of the Majestic Moon rental. 
 Auction: 

• Ellen will check in with the silent auction online vendor to see if we can get an 
extension on our contract so it would be available through April. 

• Due to the 6 hour rental time frame at Majestic Moon, we will need a lot of 
volunteers to set up for the Silent Auction in a short time frame. 

• Once we have the date secure, Council members can begin collecting raffle 
items. 
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 Food 
• Council agreed to do just appetizers versus a full-meal; will look into the Majestic 

Moon catering 
 Tickets 

• Council agreed that tickets should be sold for this event.   
• Price will be TBD, leaning towards $20-$25 range per person. 

• Update on Social Concern Committee- Mike Knipp 
 The Social Concern Committee has been meeting regularly and is making progress.  

They have been reaching out to other parishes to get ideas on how the Blessed 
Sacrament committee can be revitalized.  They are evaluating non-profit organizations 
we can tap into to support as well as broaden our ability to support the non-profits.  The 
Committee needs to determine how many non-profits they work with (approximately 2 
right now) and then start looking at what projects they should have to support them.  
Need to evaluate the budget to see how far we can stretch before more fundraising is 
needed. 

Goals for the committee are: 
 Recruit and organize members (this has been completed) 
 Identify ongoing projects to support:  Holiday Food Bag (thank you to Maggie for her 

work in marketing this project and contributing to its success); Parish Garage Sale. 
 Partnerships - St. Vincent DePaul is an existing partnership.  It was suggested they 

could reach out to Deacon Tom Lang to see if they can partner with Helping Moms in 
Need.  The committee could also reach out to other churches in the community, not 
necessarily Catholic churches, to see if they could join efforts to support a non-profit.  
Prefer to focus on local partnerships rather than international. 

 Organize parish education regarding social concerns affecting the local community. 
• Finance Council HVAC fundraising totals/ Modus presentation is Februrary 8th- for school 

assessment- Dan 
 Amy doesn’t believe the Parish will need to take a loan for the HVAC project for the 

church and rectory, based on cash coming in to support the project. 
 We will need to wait until the presentation with Modus to know what will be involved to 

rectify the situation at Blessed Sacrament Early Childhood Center.  Pastoral Council 
members are encouraged to attend the Finance Council Meeting to hear the Modus 
presentation, which will be on February 8th at 6:30pm in Putz Hall. 

 December was a good month financially for the Parish with 5 weekends and higher 
attendance at Christmas masses being contributing factors. 

 Would like to push reminders to parishioners to use their “Helping Hands” monthly 
envelopes which supports the Social Concerns Committee. 

 
Pastor's Reflections:  

• The Council reviewed the October Mass counts for our Parish and the Archdiocese.  Blessed 
Sacrament is at about 25% attendance rate. 

• Ash Wednesday mass times have been set, which will include a 9:00 morning school mass and 6:00 
pm Mass with Father Tony.  There will also be a 7:00 am Liturgy of the Word and Distribution of Ashes 
with Deacon Chris Evans and then again at 3pm service with seminarian Peter Binder.  Father Tony will 
be working on setting up services for Holy Week and Easter. 

•  
• Intern Peter Binder will be coming soon, and he will be helping with Faith Formation and Homebound 

ministries.  The Seminary is asking for formal times for feedback on his service which will include 
parishioners. 

 
 
Committee Reports:  

● CVCS – Greg Stammeyer – no report 
● Finance Council - Ellen Heuer – no report 
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● Liturgy – Vince Schons – pausing on using gift bearers at mass for now. 
● Parish Life – Jill Faucher – no report 
● Social Concerns – Steve Ernst – no report 
● Stewardship – Sheila Miller – Joyfully Gifted is this coming weekend on January 27th, as of now, 

attendance is 20.  Hospitality Weekend was this past weekend, Parish Life will take Q3 and Sheila will 
reach out to other committees to take turns for Q2 and Q4 for Hospitality Weekend. 

● WCFFC - Jack Eherenman – no report 
● Youth Representatives - Melanie Ernst – no report 

 
Closing Prayer: Jack Ehereman 
 
Adjournment: at 8:26pm by Dan McGrane 
 
 
NEXT MEETING: Date/Time: February 20, 2023 @ 6:30 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jill Faucher 
Secretary 


