
 

 

Rectory Office Hours 
Monday to Friday: 9am to 4pm 

Saturday & Sunday: 9am to 3pm 
 
  Served by: 

  Pastor: Rev. William Luciano 

  Parochial Vicars: 

   Rev. Biju Peter, C.M.I. 

   Rev. George Obeng-Yeboah Asuamah 

  Deacon Rudy Babor 

  Pastoral Associate: Mrs. Mary Rose 

  Office Manager: Mrs. Luz Maldonado 

  Music Director and Organist: 

   Mr. Jonathan Mercado 

   music.blessedsacramentnr@gmail.com 

 

  Parish Religious Education Program  

  Thomas Aquinas Center  

  24 Shea Place 

  914-235-7311 

  Email: prep@blessedsacramentnr.com 

  Secretary: Mrs. Gladis Kann 

  PREP Office Hours 

  Monday to Thursday: 9:00am to 10:00am 

  3:00pm to 5:00pm 

  Sunday: 9:00am to 11:45am 
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DECEMBER  19TH, 2021 

Sunday Mass Schedule 

 Saturday: 5pm (English) and  

                7pm (Spanish) 

All Sunday Masses are in English 

 Sunday: 7:30am, 9am, 10:30am and  

              12:10pm 
 Monday to Friday: 7:00am and 12:10pm 

Saturday: 8:00am and 12:10pm 
 

The Sacrament of Confession 

Monday to Friday 

      6:45am to 6:55am 

    11:30am to 12noon 

Saturday 

11:30am to 12noon 

4:00pm to 4:55pm 

6:30pm to 6:55 (in Spanish only) 

PARISH REGISTRATION 

 All Roman Catholics, (21 years and older) 

 living within the boundaries of the Parish 

 should register (stop by the Parish Office).   

 Parents with children in our Parish Religious  

 Education Program must be registered and 

 using offertory envelopes.  

 
Holy Sepulchre  

Cemetery 
 

Located at:  

95 Kings Highway 

Cemetery Hours 

8:00am to 4:00pm 

 

Office at: 15 Shea Place 

914-636-6343 

Manager: Mrs. Mary Rose 

Office Hours:  

Monday, Wednesday,  

Friday 9:00am to 12 noon 

cemetery@blessedsacramentnr.com 

Sacraments of Baptism & Marriage 

No dates given over the phone. Please consult 
the Parish website for further information. 

 

                  FOURTH  SUNDAY  OF ADVENT 



From the Pastor’s Desk 
 
 This year we have almost a complete four 
week experience of the Advent season.  Next 
week, when Christmas falls on a Sunday, we 
will have the entire four weeks to contemplate 
the coming of Jesus into our lives.  I love the  

following quote from Pope Benedict about Advent. 
 

Pope Benedict writes: “Advent is concerned with that very  

connection between memory and hope which is so necessary to 
man.  Advent’s intention is to awaken the most profound and 
basic emotional memory within, namely , the memory of God who 
became a child.  This is a healing memory; it brings hope.  It is 

the beautiful task of Advent to awaken, in all of us, memories of 
goodness and thus to open doors of hope.” 

 Let us pause a moment to reflect: it is not used in the 
past tense - God has come, nor in the future -God will come, but 
in the present - ’God comes.’  At a closer look, it is a continuous 
present, that is, an ever-continuous action: it is happening now 
and it will happen again.  In whichever moment, ‘God comes.’  
Advent calls believers to become aware of this truth and to act 
accordingly.  It rings out as a salutary appeal in the days, weeks 
and months that repeat: Awaken! Remember that God comes! 
Not yesterday, not tomorrow, but today, now.  The one true God, 
‘the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,’ is not a God who is there 
in Heaven, unconcerned with us and our history, but He is  
the-God-who-comes.  He is a Father who never stops thinking of 
us and, in the extreme respect of our freedom, desires to meet us 
and visit us; He wants to come, to dwell among us, to stay with 

us.” 
As we enter this last week of the season of Advent, let us 
prepare properly our souls for the God who comes to save us.  
Perhaps we can avail ourselves of the Sacrament of Confession 
this week.  As you will see in this bulletin we have special hours 
for the Sacrament of Confession (in addition to our normal  
schedule for this wonderful Sacrament) this Monday, December 
20th, so that as many people can get their spiritual lives in order 
so as to properly celebrate the Solemnity of Christmas.  As you 
have heard me say before, we spend time sending cards,  

decorating the apartment or house, buying gifts and making sure 
all is ready.  However, many times we neglect to get our soul 
ready for the God who comes. 
 

May this last week of the season of Advent be a time of  
preparation and renewal of our spiritual lives. 

Page 2  

Special time for the Sacrament of Confession  
this Monday, December 20 

 

 Every year the Archdiocese sets aside a day when all the  

 Churches in the Archdiocese of New York, offer the 
 Sacrament of Confession at the same time.  On Monday,  
 December 20th we will have the Sacrament of Confession from 
 11:00am to 12:00noon and from 6:00pm to 8:00pm.  This will  
 hopefully help those who wish to avail themselves of this most 

 wonderful Sacrament and want to properly prepare themselves  
 spiritually for Christmas. 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Mass Schedule  

The following is the Christmas and New Year’s Schedule.  

Due to the fact that Christmas Day falls on a Saturday this 

year, there will be no 5pm or 7pm Mass on Saturday,      

December 25th. 

 Friday, December 24th: Christmas Eve 

5:00pm in English 

7:00pm in Spanish 

11:15pm Singing of Christmas Carols  

before the Midnight Mass 

12midnight:  Midnight Mass 

 Saturday, December 25th: Christmas Day 

7:30am in English 

9:00am in English 

10:30am in English 

12:10pm in English 

No evening Masses on Christmas Day 

New Year’s Day Mass Schedule 

 New Year’s Day (the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of             

God), Saturday, January 1st, is not a Holy Day this year. 

Saturday, January 1st: 

New Year’s Day: 8:00am & 12:10pm 

Evening Masses on January 1st for  

Sunday Obligation of January 2nd 

5:00pm in English 

7:00pm in Spanish 

 Sunday, January 2nd: Feast of Epiphany 

7:30am in English 

9:00am in English 

10:30am in English 
 

12:10pm in English 



 

Our Entrance Chant continues through the season of Advent with 
this Sunday’s text as follows: 
“Come to us, Emmanuel, Alleluia. Shine in our darkness, hope 
for the world, Alleluia. “God with us,” Emmanuel, set your people 
free.  Make straight the path of Faith, Hope, and Love.  Behold! 
Behold your God!” 
 
A few weeks ago, in his homily, Fr. Luciano spoke about holiday 
customs that his family observed in Manhattan.  Some of those 
customs are very relatable. The things we do on a yearly, 

weekly, or even daily basis as they relate to our faith are our 
traditions (lowercase “t”).  It is important to note the difference 
in Tradition (capital “T”) and tradition (lowercase “t”) because 
they really do have different meanings.  As Roman Catholics, we 
are rooted in both.  Our Catholic Tradition also known as Sacred 
Tradition comes from the Latin word “trader” which means "to 
hand on." Sacred Tradition is the Scripture as it is lived out in 
the Church.  
 
When we refer to tradition (lowercase), we refer to things that 
are more often referred to as "traditions" and have a meaning 
closer to the word "practices”... customs that have arisen later in 
the history of the Church. Examples of traditions include praying 
the Rosary or the Divine Mercy Chaplet, devotions to favorite 
saints, making the sign of the cross, our Lenten disciplines of 
praying the Stations of the Cross, or abstinence from meat on 
Fridays.  One such tradition that I hold dear to my heart is the 
singing of Christmas carols before Midnight Mass and before the 
choir Mass on Christmas Day.  I remember the choir, the brass, 
the organ, the beautifully decorated church.  These things seem 
to be engraved in our minds forever and leave quite the       
impression.  Perhaps this is a custom or tradition you’d like to 
begin with your family?Talking the time to make room for the 
true meaning of Christmas by joining us for Mass is a wonderful 
tradition!  We’ll sing Christmas Carols in a beautifully decorated 
church too!   Carols begin at 11:15pm on Christmas Eve, and 
11:45am on Christmas Day.  Join us for this annual tradition with 
your families.  

Music Notes for this Weekend 
By Mr. Jonathan Mercado, Organist and Music Director 
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Advent traditions  

           

Even though this is the last week in the season of  

Advent, there is still time to recall some Advent  

traditions. 
 

1) In many homes there is a tradition of putting up 
the family Creche without the baby Jesus present.  

In some homes when a good deed is done a piece 
of straw would be placed into the manger so as to 

make a bed for the baby Jesus when He arrives on 

Christmas Day. Many times the baby is placed in 
the manger on Christmas Eve. 

2) The Jesse tree is a tradition that has become less 

frequent.  Children make ornaments that represent 

Jesus’ ancestry and they are then placed on the 
Christmas tree.  Many people nowadays spit into a 

test tube and send it away to be tested to see 
where their ancestors came from.  Well, we know 

who Jesus’ ancestors are.  Look at the beginning at 

the Gospels of Matthew and Luke and you will see 
a whole list of ancestors.  You can make little cut 

outs wih symbols on them representing those  

      ancestors and then put them ion your tree. 

 3)  Have you ever smelled a kitchen that is filled with 

      the aroma of baking?  There are many ethnic 

      foods that are prepared for Christmas beforehand.  

      Even the baking of gingerbread to make into  

      houses reminds us of the feast that is still to come. 

      The smells, present in Advent, of the Advent or  

      Christmas wreath, the Christmas tree, the baking 

      and cooking, the clean house are all pointing to the  
      recognition that Jesus has come to save us. 

 

Prayer for Vocations 
  

 O loving and gracious God, Father of all, you bless your people 
 in every time and season and provide for their needs through  

 your providential care. Your Church is continually in need of  
 priests, deacons, sisters and brothers to offer themselves in  
 the service of the gospel by lives of dedicated love. Open the 
 hearts of your sons and daughters to listen to your call in their 
 lives. Give them the gift of understanding to discern your  

 invitation to serve you and your Church. Give them the gift of 
 courage to follow your call. May they have the spirit of young  
 Samuel who found fulfillment in his life when he said to you,  
 "Speak Lord, for your servant is listening." We ask this through 
 Jesus Christ, our Lord and Redeemer.  Amen. 

 La Conversación en Inglés 
Continúa los miércoles, de 1:30-2:15pm   
en el Centro Tomás Aquino, sobre la calle Shea.  

 No se requiere inscripción anticipada 
 Si tiene preguntas, por favor llame a la oficina Parroquial       

(914-632-3700) pregunte por la Sra. Mary Rose. 

 

The Catholic Course 

Announcing The Catholic Course – Unit 2 
 

How do Catholics worship and experience  
God in their lives?   

Beginning on Tuesday, January 11th, at 7pm, the  

Catholic Course will kick off a new 6-week session. 
All are invited to sign up and learn more about the power and  

beauty of the Sacraments. 
On-line registration begins Monday, January 3rd. 
Sessions are held in the Thomas Aquinas Center. 



 

Your Giving Matters 

 

 As a loyal parishioner of Blessed Sacrament we need your    
 generosity.  While away, or at any time, you can sign up for  
 online giving through “WeShare”.      WeShare is an  
 automated giving program. 

 Visit our website blessedsacramentnr.com and follow the  
 instructions to  set up automatic giving to keep our Parish      
 economically strong.  

Memorials for the Week 

 The Bread and Wine, used at the Masses this week, 

  are donated in memory of the Lange Family. 

 

 The Sanctuary Lamp, beside the Tabernacle, is lit 
  in memory of the Lange Family. 
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Offertory Collections; Mail-In or Drop-Off  
 

 Drop your envelopes and contributions in the       

offertory basket during Mass.   

 You can mail or drop them off at the Rectory during 

our current office hours: Weekdays, 9:00am to 

4:00pm. The address is on the first page of this  

      bulletin.  

 Lastly, you can mail your stewardship offerings    

directly to the Parish: Blessed Sacrament Church, 15 

Shea Place, New Rochelle, New York 10801. 

Collections 
 

       Last Sunday Collection  $6,082,.00 

       Religious Retirement Collection $1,642,.00 

      Immaculate Conception Collection        $1,903.00 

 

Readings for the Week of  
December 19, 2021 

  

  

 Monday: Isaiah 7:10-14 
  Psalm 24:1-2, 3-4a, 5-6 

  Luke 1:26-38 

 Tuesday: Song of songs 2:8-14 

  Psalm 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21 
  Luke 1:39-45 

 Wednesday: 1 Samuel 1:24-28 

  1 Samuel 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd 
  Luke 1:46-56 

 Thursday: Malachi 3:1-4-23-24 

  Psalm 25:4-5ab, 8- 9, 10 and 14 
  Luke 1:57-66 

 Friday: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 

  Psalm 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29 
  Luke 1:67-79 

 Saturday: Isaiah 9:1-6 

  Psalm 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13 

  Titus 2:11-14 
   Luke 2: 1-14 

 Sunday: 1 Samuel 1:20 - 22, 24-28  

  Psalm 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 
  1 John 3:1-2, 21-24 
  Luke 2:41-52  

 

Mass Intentions for the week of 
Monday, December 20th 

Blessed Michael Piaszynski 

     7:00am – Peter D. Hickey † 

   12:10pm – John Pastore † 

  

Tuesday, December 21st 

Saint Peter Canisius 

    7:00am – Luigi & Grazia Ferrandino † 

  12:10pm – Frank V. Griffo † 

     

 Wednesday, December 22nd 

Blessed Thomas Holland 

    7:00am – Bionda Maiolo † 

  12:10pm – Antonio Monteleone † 

 

 Thursday, December 23rd 

Saint John of Kanty 

    7:00am – Bruno Cirillo † 

  12:10pm – Gloria Monteleone † 

  

Friday, December 24th 

Christmas Eve 

    7:00am – Elvira Loschiavo † 

  12:10pm - Ellen Vitulli † 

   

    5:00pm — Christmas Mass 

    7:00pm — Christmas Mass in Spanish 

  11:15pm — Singing of Christmas Carols 

  Midnight — Christmas Midnight Mass 

 

Saturday, December 25th 

Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord 

    7:30am — Christmas Mass 

    9:00am — Christmas Mass 

  10:30am — Christmas Mass   

  12:10pm — Christmas Mass                                             
  

No Evening Masses on Christmas Day 

Christmas Flower Offering 
 

Donations, in the Christmas Flower envelopes, helps us, to 
purchase flowers (and wreaths), that will decorate our Church 
during the Christmas Season.  These decorations are made 
possible by contributions from our Parish Family. Your gift is 
very much appreciated. 


