
 
 

Rectory Office Hours 
Monday to Friday: 9am to 4pm 

Saturday & Sunday: 9am to 3pm 
 
  Served by: 

  Pastor: Rev. William Luciano 

  Parochial Vicars: 

   Rev. Biju Peter, C.M.I. 

   Rev. George Obeng-Yeboah Asuamah 

  Deacon Rudy Babor 

  Pastoral Associate: Mrs. Mary Rose 

  Office Manager: Mrs. Luz Maldonado 

  Music Director and Organist: 

   Mr. Jonathan Mercado 

   music.blessedsacramentnr@gmail.com 

 

  Parish Religious Education Program  

  Thomas Aquinas Center  

  24 Shea Place 

  914-235-7311 

  Email: prep@blessedsacramentnr.com 

  Secretary: Mrs. Gladis Kann 

  PREP Office Hours 

  Monday to Thursday: 9:00am to 10:00am 

  3:00pm to 5:00pm 

  Sunday: 9:00am to 11:45am 

 
 

Inside this issue: 

The Pastor’s Desk 2 

Since last Christmas 2 

Music Notes 3 

Readings for the week 3 

The Catholic Course 2 3 

Christmas Mass Schedule 3 

Mass Intention 4 

 

Blessed Sacrament church 

15 Shea Place, New Rochelle, New York 10801 

Rectory: 914 632-3700   Fax: 914 632-0732 

www.blessedsacramentnr.com   E-mail: rectory@blessedsacramentnr.com 

 

DECEMBER  25TH AND 26TH, 2021 

    

CHRISTMAS & FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY                                                                                                                        

Sunday Mass Schedule 

 Saturday: 5pm (English) and  

                7pm (Spanish) 

All Sunday Masses are in English 

 Sunday: 7:30am, 9am, 10:30am and  

              12:10pm 
 Monday to Friday: 7:00am and 12:10pm 

Saturday: 8:00am and 12:10pm 
 

The Sacrament of Confession 

Monday to Friday 

      6:45am to 6:55am 

    11:30am to 12noon 

Saturday 

11:30am to 12noon 

4:00pm to 4:55pm 

6:30pm to 6:55 (in Spanish only) 

PARISH REGISTRATION 

 All Roman Catholics, (21 years and older) 

 living within the boundaries of the Parish 

 should register (stop by the Parish Office).   

 Parents with children in our Parish Religious  

 Education Program must be registered and 

 using offertory envelopes.  

 
Holy Sepulchre  

Cemetery 
 

Located at:  

95 Kings Highway 

Cemetery Hours 

8:00am to 4:00pm 

 

Office at: 15 Shea Place 

914-636-6343 

Manager: Mrs. Mary Rose 

Office Hours:  

Monday, Wednesday,  

Friday 9:00am to 12 noon 

cemetery@blessedsacramentnr.com 

Sacraments of Baptism & Marriage 

No dates given over the phone. Please consult 
the Parish website for further information. 



From the Partor’s Desk 
 

On behalf of Father Peter,  

Father George, Deacon Babor, and 

the entire staff (Mary Rose, Luz 
Maldonado,  Jonathan Mercado, 

Wilfredo Ortiz, Norma Lopez, 
Megan Wilson, Gladis Kann and    

Raymond Uzzilia) of Blessed     

Sacrament Church, I wish you a very Merry Christmas.   

 With the pandemic, so many people are afraid and  

 frustrated. When we think of Joseph and a very pregnant 

 Mary traveling from Nazareth to Bethlehem they must have  

 felt uncertainty, fear and trepidation.  What was going to 

 happen to them, were they going to make it, who would  

 help if the birth happened while they were away?  As we  

 know, when they reached Bethlehem (70 miles away from  

 Nazareth) there was no place for them to stay.  Mary gives  

 birth and the child is placed in a manger  (a feeding trough  

 for animals).  Joseph must have felt terrible, he must have  

 felt as if he let Mary and the baby down.  He could not  

 provide for them at the moment they needed it most.  Yet, in 

 the midst of all of this, Joseph did not give up.  The next  

 thing we know is that the Wise Men (the three kings) come  

 and find Mary and Jesus in a house (as we are told in the  

 Gospel of Matthew).  This is an important lesson for us.  

 When things get tough we should not give up.  Perfect love 

 conquers all fear.  Joseph had a perfect love for Mary and  

 Jesus.  That is what kept him going.  That is what should  

 keep us going.  A perfect love for Jesus, Mary and Joseph.  

 When fear surrounds you and you feel frustrated look to  

 Jesus, Mary and Joseph.  They went through what we all go  

 through and are going through. 

  As the Christ Child gave hope to the people of Israel,  

 let this same hope carry us through these challenging days.  

 Know that when you feel tired of it all, you want to give up,   

 God will send His angels to watch over you.  You are not  

 alone, you belong to a community of Faith, you are part of  

 the communion of saints, you are important and loved.  All of  

 us here at Blessed Sacrament consider it a privilege to serve  

 you to the best of our abilities.   

 One of the byproducts of this pandemic is the fear of  

 going to church. Where do you go when times get tough?  

 God has a message, and a Sacrament, to give you and  

 sustain you. Get to Church.  If you can go to the grocery  

 store, you can go to Church. 

 We must remember that Christmas is the living  

 expression of God’s love and mercy for each of us, every day  

 of our lives.  Each Christmas we are renewed by His grace,  

 His strength, His love, His forgiveness, His total act of    

 self-giving.  Let this Christmas be a time when we are truly  
 grateful for the great love that God has for us, for the mercy  

 that He shows us, even when we feel it not.  May the love of  

 the Christ Child illumine your minds and hearts this Christmas. 
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Since last Christmas 
 

As you can see a lot of work has been accomplished in the 
Church (much more still needs to be done). 
 

 If you remember, the lower part of the side walls of 
the Church were covered with paneling from the 1970’s.  It 
was during the 1970’s that the original pews (from 1898) 
were removed and replaced.  That would not have been so 
much of a problem if they had not been gradually elevated 
(flush to the floor by the sanctuary and rising to about a foot 
off the ground toward the lobby) and flush against the side 
walls.  When the paneling was removed we discovered the 
original oak wainscoting.  The bottom section of the  
wainscoting was missing but showed the elevation of the 
original pews.  In addition, when the confessionals were 
moved from the front (by the picture of our Lady of  

Guadalupe and the baptismal font) the oak (of a different 
design) was damaged and\or removed.  We had what was 
missing replicated and the entire wainscoting stripped, 
cleaned and refinished.  The balcony (the three sections) 
stripped of layers of paint and refinished.  Just the  
wainscoting and the balcony required over sixty gallons of 
paint remover.  The side entrance on Shea Place, near the 
sanctuary, has had all the woodwork restored to the way it 
looked when the Church was built. The columns were striped 
of their paint and refinished.  While the wainscoting was 
made of oak the columns were made of pine.  The same 
wood stain was used on all the wood but due to the  
difference in wood it shows a different coloration. 

 Of course, all the new entrance doors have made 
quite a difference.  I guess it was also in the 1970’s that the 
old red doors were installed but they unfortunately did not 
stand the test of time and weather.  The new entrance doors 
are made in the gothic style and nicely blend in with the  

inside lobby doors. 
 The statue  of Saint Joseph has made it back into 
the Church after being in the parking lot for many, many 
years. And was placed in the area dedicated to Saint Joseph. 
 We removed the walls over the altar of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph and exposed windows that have 
not seen the light of day for almost one hundred years. The 
windows above Our Lady’s altar were removed, repaired, 
cleaned and properly placed back into the positions that they 
were originally meant to be in. 
 A sacristy door, that led out to Our Lady’s altar, that 
had been removed about fifty years ago and then sealed with 
a metal grate, was once again opened and a new oak door 
put in. 
 These are the highlights of what has been  
happening in the Church during the last year.  
 



 

   I subscribe to an online newsletter of Catholic daily reflections 
and include the following excerpt on the Holy Family for your 
reflection: “On this, the Sunday within the Octave of Christmas, 
we honor the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph.  In      
honoring them, we also honor all families, big or small.  And in 
honoring all families, we honor the family of God, the Church. 
But most especially, we focus in on the hidden, day-to-day life of 
the Holy Family of Nazareth. What was it like to live day in and 
day out in the household of St. Joseph?  What was it like to have 
Jesus for a son, Mary as a wife and mother, and Joseph as a 
father and husband?  Their home would have certainly been a 
sacred place and a dwelling of true peace and unity.  But it 
would have also been so much more.  

 

The family home of Jesus, Mary and Joseph would have been, in 
numerous ways, just like any other home.  They would have 
related together, talked, had fun, disagreed, worked, eaten, 
dealt with problems, and encountered everything else that 
makes up daily family life. 
Of course, the virtues of Jesus and Mary were perfect, and St. 
Joseph was a truly “just man.”  Therefore, the overriding  
characteristic of their home would have been love.  But with that 
said, their family would not have been exempt from daily toil, 
hurt and challenges that face most families.  For example, they 
would have encountered the death of loved ones, St. Joseph 
most likely passed away prior to Jesus’ public ministry.  They 
would have encountered misunderstanding and gossip from  
others.  Our Blessed Mother, for example, was found with 
child.  This would have been a topic of discussion among many 
acquaintances for sure.  They would have had to fulfil all daily 
chores, earn a living, put food on the table, attend gatherings 
of family and friends and the like.  They would have lived     

normal family life in every way.”  
 

In a special way, I would like to thank the members of the Parish 
Music Program for their supreme dedication this Advent and 
Christmas.  We have laughed, we have been serious, we have 
studied, we have made errors, we have fixed those errors, and 
we have done the best of all of them….we have strived to “Make 
a Joyful noise unto the Lord,” and we have succeeded in doing 
so.  The choir plays a very important role in our liturgical      
celebrations, and I continue to thank them for their ministry.   
May God continue to bestow blessings upon you and you 
family this Christmas Season. 

Music Notes for this Weekend 
By Mr. Jonathan Mercado, Organist and Music Director 

 

Readings for the Week of  
December 26 , 2021 

  

  

 Monday: 1 John 1:1-4 

  Psalm 97: 1-2, 5-6, 11-12 

  John 20:1a and 2-8 
 Tuesday: 1 John 1:5-2:2 

  Psalm 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8 

  Matthew 2:13-18 

 Wednesday: 1 John 2:3-11 

  Psalm 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 

   96:1-2a,2b-3, 5b-6 

  Luke 2:22-35 

 Thursday: 1 John 2:12-17 

  Psalm 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 

  Luke 2:36-40 
 Friday: 1 John 2:18-21 

  Psalm 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 

  John 1:1-18 
 Saturday: Numbers 6:22-27 

  Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 

  Galatians 4:4-7 

  Luke:2: 16-21 

 Sunday: Isaiah 60:1-6  

  Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 

  Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 

  Matthew 2:1-12  

The Catholic Course 
Announcing The Catholic Course – Unit 2 

 

How do Catholics worship and experience  
God in their lives?   

Beginning on January 11th, the Catholic Course will kick off a 
 new 6-week session. 

All are invited to sign up and learn more about the power and 
beauty of the Sacraments. 

On-line registration begins January 3rd.  

The group will meet on Tuesday evenings at 7pm. 

 

Prayer for Vocations 
 O loving and gracious God, Father of all, you bless your  
 People in every time and season and provide for their needs  

 through your providential care. Your Church is continually in 
 need of priests, deacons, sisters and brothers to offer  
 themselves in the service of the gospel by lives of dedicated  
 love. Open the hearts of your sons and daughters to listen to 

 your call in their lives. Give them the gift of understanding to 
 discern your invitation to serve you and your Church. Give  

 them the gift of courage to follow your call. May they have  
 the spirit of young Samuel who found fulfillment in his life  
 when he said to you, "Speak Lord, for your servant is  

 listening." We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord and  
 Redeemer.  Amen. 

  

La Conversación Católica en Inglés 
Continúa los miércoles, de 1:30-2:15pm   

 

En el Centro Aquino sobre la calle Shea Place 
 No se requiere inscripción anticipada 

 Si tiene preguntas, por favor llame a la oficina Parroquial       
(914-632-3700) pregunte por la Sra. Mary Rose. 
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                      CHRISTMAS & FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 



 

Your Giving Matters 

 

 There might be times when you are away for a while and  
 attending Mass elsewhere.  As a loyal parishioner of Blessed  
 Sacrament we still need your generosity.  While away, or at  

 any time, you can sign up for online giving through  
 “WeShare”.  
   

     WeShare is an automated giving program. Visit our website 
  blessedsacramentnr.com and follow the instructions to  set up 
  automatic giving to keep our Parish economically strong.  

   

Memorials for the Week 

  The Bread and Wine, used at the Masses this week, 

  and the Sanctuary Lamp, are donated in memory of  

  Arolichalil Katrinamma and Varkey Joseph. 

DECEMBER  25TH AND 26TH, 2021         

 

 

Offertory Collections; Mail-In or Drop-Off  

 Drop your envelopes and contributions in the offertory  

basket during Mass.   

 You can mail or drop them off at the Rectory during our 

current office hours: Weekdays, 9:00am to 4:00pm. The 
address is on the first page of this bulletin.  

 Lastly, you can mail your stewardship offerings directly to 

the Parish: Blessed Sacrament Church, 15 Shea Place, New 
Rochelle, New York 10801. 

 

Collections 
 

       Last Sunday Collection  $5,860.00 

      Fuel/Energy Collection              $2,635.00 

 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
  

 The following is the Christmas and New Year’s Schedule.   
Due to the fact that Christmas Day falls on a Saturday this 
year, there will be no 5pm or 7pm Mass on Saturday,  
December 25th. 
 

Friday, December 24th: Christmas Eve 
 5:00pm in English 
7:00pm in Spanish 

11:15pm Singing of Christmas Carols  
before the Midnight Mass 

12midnight:  Midnight Mass 
 

Saturday, December 25th: Christmas Day 
 7:30am in English 
9:00am in English 
10:30am in English 
12:10pm in English 

No evening Masses on Christmas Day 
 

Sunday, December 26th:  
7:30am in English 
9:00am in English 
10:30am in English 
12:10pm in English 

 

New Year’s Day Mass Schedule 
 

New Year’s Day (the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of 
God), Saturday, January 1st, is not a Holy Day this year. 
 

Saturday, January 1st: 
New Year’s Day: 8:00am & 12:10pm 

 
Evening Masses on January 1st for  
Sunday Obligation of January 2nd 

5:00pm in English 
7:00pm in Spanish 

 

Sunday, January 2nd: Feast of Epiphany 
7:30am in English 
9:00am in English 
10:30am in English 
12:10pm in English 

 

 

Mass Intentions for the week of 
 

Monday, December 27th 

The Feast of Saint John the Evangelist  

     7:00am – Salvatore Monteleone † 

   12:10pm – Anthony McLoughlin † 

  

Tuesday, December 28th 

The Feast of the Holy Innocents 

    7:00am – Antonietta Monteleone † 

  12:10pm – Francisca Rosa † 

     

 Wednesday, December 29th 

  Saint Thomas Becket 

    7:00am – John Tansilli  † 

  12:10pm – Salvatore Russo † 

  

Thursday, December 30th 

Sixth Day within the Octave of Christmas 

    7:00am – Intentions of Estilo Family  

  12:10pm – Arolichalil Varkey-Joseph † 

  

Friday, December 31st 

Saint Sylvester 

    7:00am – Intentions of Tolosa & Estilo Family 

  12:10pm – Albina and Serafino † 

 

Saturday, January 1st 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

    8:00am – New Year’s Day Mass  

  12:10pm – New Year’s Day Mass  


