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Church of St. Theresa�
A Caring Community Reaching Out To One Another in Christ�

SUNDAY MASSES�
Saturday at 5:00pm, �
Sunday at 7:30am,  9:00am(Italian), �
10:30am(Family Mass) 12:15pm , �
1:30PM(Spanish) & 5:00pm�

�

WEEKDAY MASSES�
Monday thru Saturday 8:00am & 9:00am�

�
DEVOTIONS�
Miraculous Medal & St. Theresa  Novenas�
after Monday morning Masses�
St. Anthony Novena after Tuesday �
morning Masses.�
�

Thursday 12 Noon Mass �
& Eucharistic Adoration�
�

Exposition & Benediction of the �
Blessed Sacrament First Friday 7:30pm �
to 8:30pm followed by silent adoration �
until 9:00pm. �

2855 St. Theresa Avenue, Bronx, New York   �

CONFESSION�
Saturdays from 4:00pm to 5:00pm �
and by appointment�
�

BAPTISMS�
Baptisms take place most Sundays �
after the 1:30pm Mass.�
We ask  parents to attend the Baptism �
preparation meeting.   Register at the �
Rectory for the meeting.  �
The date of the Baptism will be discussed 
at the Baptism meeting.�
�

MARRIAGES�
Call the Rectory at least six months in�
advance of the wedding date to make an �
appointment with parish clergy. �



CHURCH OF ST. THERESA, BRONX�

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER DERIVAN:�
�

REFLECTIONS ON ST. THERESA, OUR PARTONESS�
�

� During this month of October, the month of St. Theresa our patroness, we will present some reflections on the life of this saint 
who has been called “the greatest saint of modern times.”  May she help us from her place in heaven.  St. Theresa, pray for us!�
�
   For the past two weeks in our bulletin, we reflected on St. Theresa as truly a family person.  We reflected on her family at home.  
That was her first family where she learned, as she said, that “God surrounds us with love.”  Then last week we reflected on her 
“convent family” where God surrounded her with love in a different way as she sought to serve Him, despite the difficulties which she 
faced at times.�
   And then there was her final family.  Her final family was the Church.  She did not just mean the Church�building or the chapel in 
her convent.  She meant the larger Church, the living Church of Jesus that embraces the whole world.  She prayed for the Church, �
especially for missionaries who were bringing the gospel of Jesus to the far corners of the world.  She felt united with them and her 
prayers supported them.  St. Theresa thought that perhaps God wanted her to be a missionary.  But He did not.   Finally she recognized 
what her calling was, her true vocation.  “In the heart of the Church,” she said, “I will be love.”  She felt called by God to put as much 
love into the world as she could, to overcome the evils of the world with the love she had for God and His people.  She loved the 
Church, God’s worldwide family, and she invites us to do the same, to be people of love.�
   During this month we have been reflecting on St. Theresa and her message to us.  She is certainly inviting us to be devoted to this, 
our “Church family.”  How blessed we are to be celebrating the 90th anniversary of our church.  But remember: our Church is not just 
a building.  The original St. Theresa’s church, as you know, was destroyed by the tragic fire of 1965.  But that fire did not destroy St. 
Theresa’s Church, in the larger sense of our family in Christ.  Following that tragedy, the people of this parish held on to their�
sense of unity in Christ.  They rebuilt the Church building.  But even more they renewed their determination to be “one in Christ.”  
That was the challenge in 1965.  It is the challenge that we face on this 90th anniversary, remembering that we must always have a 
strong Church�family.  We must always be, in the words of our Anniversary banner, “St. Theresa Strong!”�
   St. Theresa said, “God surrounded me with love.”  That was true in each of her families�her family at home, her family in the �
convent, and her family in the Church.  And that is true for all of us too.  St. Theresa reminds us that we too are surrounded by God’s 
love.  His love is with us in our families.  His love is with us in the things we do each day, not in a convent, but in our work, our 
school, our relationships with other people.  God’s love is with us in the church, in our beautiful church building, of course, in the �
presence of the Blessed Sacrament, but His, love is with us when we leave the Church�building, when we go about our tasks in life, 
remembering that we are always members of the Church, joined in our Father’s love.  May St. Theresa, our patroness, our saint, help 
us to say with her, “God has surrounded me with His love.”  May St. Theresa whom we can truly call “the saint of families” help us on 
our way until we join her in the family of heaven.�
�

� � � � � � � � � � � Father Thomas B. Derivan�

�
�
�
�
�

FALL INTO BINGO�
�

SAVE THE DATE�
ST. THERESA SCHOOL FUNDRAISER�

�
Friday, November 3, 2017 @ 7:00PM�

St. Theresa School Gym� � 2872 St. Theresa Avenue�
�
�

Coffee & Dessert Will Be Served�
�

BYOF & BYOB (bring your own food & beverages)�
$30.00 for bingo games with 3 games per card�

�
TRICKY TRAY TABLES, 50/50 & MORE…�

�
Make a Table of Friends & Enjoy a Night Out!!!!�

�
�

Donations of goods, services or baskets are�
greatly encouraged!!!�



TWENTY�EIGHT SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME�
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�

�

�

�

�

�

St. Therese discovered early on that love gave people a reason for living and a sense of hope.  As a child she says that she was �
surrounded by love and she also had a loving nature.  Yet the experience of love began to unravel somewhat when she lost her own 
mother at the age four and a half and then again when her sister Pauline, her second mother, went off to the convent of Lisieux.  Is there 
a permanent love?�
What does love mean when there is suffering?  Where does fulfillment exist?  Everyone asks questions about love.  What is love really, 
how am I to understand its ways?�
�

� � � � �

            �
�

   �
�

�

  �
�

 St. Therese believed that Jesus was with her and loved her from her childhood.  She learned of Jesus Christ from the stories read to her 
and from her own familiarity with scripture as she grew up.  She also felt love palpable in her reading of the Imitation of Christ by 
Thomas A. Kempis.  Furthermore, at age seventeen she read St. John of the Cross and saw how much God’s love energized his life.  She 
wanted that kind of fulfillment.  St. John of the Cross had written:  “In the evening of life we will be judged by our love.”  St. Therese �
believed that love was everything.�
   She recognized the centrality of love when she read 1 Corinthians 13; she wanted to embrace that call.  She translated this desire for 
love by developing her relationship to Jesus Christ.  She gave each day to him as a way of manifesting her love for him.  When she �
discovered that life was not easy in the convent of Lisieux, that some of the nuns were coarse and difficult to live with, she came to the 
conclusion that the condition would be chronic.  It was not going to go away.  Therefore she had to decide how she would live within 
this environment.  She discovered her little way: to accept that each one came ultimately from the divine artist and thus each one is loved 
forever by God.  Therefore she would love them as best she could, a kind word, a smile, an assist when she was able.  In fact, she 
learned in the process that there is deep down a union between love of God and love of neighbor.  She wrote that “The more my life is 
focused in Jesus Christ, the more I am able to love my Sisters.”�
   Toward the end of her life St. Therese discovered that love could be tested in extraordinary ways.  She had to go through an eighteen 
month period of feeling nothing but temptation against all that she believed.  Perhaps there is no heaven and her life had been a foolish 
gesture of commitment.  She had little consolation and also had to suffer from tuberculosis, which had no cure in the late nineteenth�
century.  But St. Theresa refused to abandon her life of faith, hope and love.  She would accept any difficulty and any test in order to 
give herself to love.  In the end she left this world in great peace and in love.  Her story continues to attract the restless heart seeking a 
way of being worthwhile in our world.�
�

� � � � � � � � � � � Rev. John F. Russell, O. Carm.�
� � � � � � � �                                 Seton Hall University�

�

ST. THERESE AND LOVE�

LOVE IS EVERYTHING�

            �
�

      STAY WITH US, JESUS     �
�

�

�

�

   Stay with us, Jesus, in the midst of our busy hours.  When we 
are tempted, discouraged or burdened in any way, may we with 
a silent cry of our hearts turn to you in loving trust.  Change 
each passing moment of time into an eternal moment of prayer.�
And Good Jesus, from your overflowing mercy, fill every �
troubled human heart with the confident faith of St. Theresa.  In 
joy, in sorrow, in every circumstance, may our hearts rest in 
your infinite peace.  Amen.                                       �

ANOINTING OF THE SICK THIS SATURDAY�

�

   Our annual communal celebration of the beautiful Sacrament 
of the Anointing of the Sick will take place at a special 12:00PM 
Mass in our church this Saturday, October 21st .�
   All who need God’s healing grace because of old age or �
sickness of mind or body are welcome to receive this �
Sacrament.  The Church has extended the use of this Sacrament, 
which formerly was given only in danger of death (Extreme 
Unction).  Now it is truly a sacrament of healing for all who 
come to seek Jesus’ healing grace.  �
We welcome you to this special Mass Saturday, October 21st 
at 12:00PM.�
  �

CONFESSIONS are heard every Saturday from 4:00PM to 

5:00PM or by appointment in the Rectory.�



OCTOBER 15, 2017�

�

�

�

   ST. GERARD MAJELLA, Religious�
�   OCTOBER 16*�
      Patron of Expectant Mothers�
�

�

   Gerard was born at Muro, Italy, in 1726 and joined the �
Redemptorists at the age of twenty�three, becoming a professed 
lay brother in 1752.  He served as sacristan, gardener, porter, 
infirmarian, and tailor.  However, because of his great piety, 
extraordinary wisdom, and his gift of reading consciences, he 
was permitted to counsel communities of religious women.�
   This humble servant of God also had the faculties of levitation 
and bilocation associated with certain mystics.  His charity, �
obedience, and selfless service as well as his ceaseless�
mortification for Christ made him the perfect model of lay 
brothers.  He was afflicted with tuberculosis and died in 1755 at 
the age of twenty�nine.  He was canonized in 1904 by Pope St. 
Pius X.�
   This great Saint is invoked as a Patron of expectant mothers as 
a result of a miracle effected through his prayers for a woman in 
labor.�
�

PRAYER  God, by Your  grace St. Gerard persevered in �
imitating Christ in His poverty and humility.  Through his �
intercession, grant that we may faithfully follow our vocation 
and reach the perfection that You held out to us in Your Son.�
� � � � � �     �
� � � � � � Amen. �
    �

�

�

�

     ST. MARGARET MARY ALACOQUE�
             VIRGIN�OCTOBER 16TH �
�

�

�

   Born in the diocese of Autun, France, St. Margaret Mary �
Alacoque consecrated her heart, while yet a child, to the Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus.�
   In order to dedicate herself wholly to her Divine Spouse, the 
Saint joined the Visitation Order of nuns at twenty�three years 
of age at Paray�le�Monial in Charleroi.  She was subjected to 
many trials and sufferings, but she underwent all for the love of 
Jesus.  In 1675, she was chosen by God to reveal to the �
Christian World the devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.�
St. Margaret and St. Claude de la Colombiere, S.J., were the 
chief instruments of the Feast of the Sacred Heart.  She died in 
1690 and was canonized in 1920 by Pope Benedict XV.�
 �
PRAYER  Lord, pour  out upon us the spir it with which You 
enriched St. Margaret Mary.  Help us to know the love of 
Christ, which is too great for human knowledge, and to be filled 
with the fullness of God.  � � � � �

� � � � � �  Amen.� �

ANGELS UNAWARES�
By Father Joseph R. Veneroso, M.M.�

�
Greet the unexpected visitor�

as you would an invited guest or�
the return of a long�lost friend�

tor in so doing, the Bible tells us�
we entertain angels unawares.�

�

They come to us in many forms�
A stranger, a foreigner, a child�

even a bird or butterfly to remind us�
God is watching and aware �
of who and what and where�

we are.�
�

A smile, kind word, gentle touch�
can be as fulfilling as a feast and �

an attentive ear as satisfying�
as a meal shared with friends.�

�

God thus fills your days with�
countless messengers of love and�
if you have not yet been graced�

to see one, what better time than now�

for you to go out and be one?�
�

� (Reprinted from Maryknoll Magazine)�

PETITION BOOK�

Have you noticed our Petition Book in the vestibule of the 
Church?  Every Saturday before the 5:00PM Mass, the petitions 
entered into the book for that week are brought up to the altar of 
the Blessed Mother, where they remain for all the weekend 
Masses.  Please pray for these intentions.�

�

�

�

�

The St. Vincent de Paul Society would like to express our most 
sincere thanks to all our parishioners and friends who have �
generously supported our food pantry over the last two years.  
Through your donations of canned and boxed food items, we 
have been able to help over 100 families this year alone.�
We ask your continued support of our food pantry as together 
we seek to fulfill the words of our Lord, “For I was hungry, you 
gave me to eat.”  Matt 25:35.�
   Now as the winter season approaches we are mindful of those 
without warm clothes to carry them through the winter months.  
Beginning next Sunday, October 22, 2017 the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society will start our Winter Coat and Clothing Drive.  
(“For I was naked and you clothed me.”  Matt 25:36.)  We ask 
that you bring your donations of usable winter coats and �
clothing and drop them off in the boxes that will be provided in 
the vestibule of the church.  Once again, we are grateful to you 
for your generosity and pray for God’s continued blessings on 
you and your loved ones.�
�

The St. Theresa Conference of the St. Vincent de Paul Society 
welcomes new members to join us in our ministry of charitable 
works. Our motto is, “No act of charity if foreign to the �
Society.”�
If you are interested in joining the Society we invite you to our 
next meeting on Saturday, October 21, 2017 at 11:00AM in the 
Rectory meeting room.�
�

   �



MANY THANKS�
We are most grateful to all our wonderful parishioners who have 
sacrificed so generously by increasing their weekly �
Sunday Contributions.  Please know that your weekly increase is 
for the betterment of St. Theresa Parish, for the building up and 
improvement of our parish.  We are most grateful to all of you 
who have helped to make a difference in our community.  �
Please continue to help us in order to keep St. Theresa Parish the 
vital, growing parish that it is.�

POPE ST. JOHN PAUL II AND THE IMPORTANCE OF THE ROSARY�

�

   October is the month of the Rosary.  Pope St. John Paull II gave us a beautiful reflection on the Rosary in his encyclical “The Rosary 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on October 16, 2002.  This excerpt speaks of the Rosary as a prayer for peace:�
�

   “The Church has always attributed particular power to this prayer, entrusting to the Rosary, to its choral recitation and to its constant 
practice, the most difficult problems.  At times when Christianity itself seemed under threat, its deliverance was attributed to the power 
of this prayer, and Our Lady of the Rosary was acclaimed as the one whose intercession brought salvation.�
�

   Today I willingly entrust to the power of this prayer the cause of peace in the world.�
 �
   The grave challenges confronting the world at the start of this new Millennium lead us to think that only an intervention from on high, 
capable of guiding the hearts of those living in situations of conflict and those governing the destinies of nations, can give reason to 
hope for a brighter future.�
�

   The Rosary is by its nature a prayer for peace, since it consists in the contemplation of Christ, the Prince of Peace, the one who is 
“our peace” (Eph 2:14).  Anyone who assimilates the mystery of Christ � and this is clearly the goal of the Rosary � learns the secret of 
peace and makes it his life’s project.”�
 �
�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

   St. Ignatius was a convert to the Faith and a disciple of St. John the Evangelist.  St. John Chrysostom says that St. Peter appointed him 
Bishop of Antioch, which See he governed for forty years.  The Saint longed to shed his blood for Christ, but the opportunity was not 
granted him during the persecution under Domitian.  While the short reign of Nerva lasted the Church was at peace, but under Trajan 
persecution broke out anew.  In the year 107, the Emperor came to Antioch.  St. Ignatius was seized and brought before him.  Having 
confessed Christ, he was condemned to be taken in chains to Rome, there to be exposed to the wild beasts.  During this last journey he 
was welcomed by the faithful of Smyrna, Troas, and other places along the way.�
   The Saint arrived in Rome just as the public spectacles in the amphitheater were drawing to a close.  The faithful of the city came out 
to meet him.  He was at once hurried to the amphitheater, where two fierce lions immediately devoured him.  He ended his saintly life 
by a glorious death, exclaiming, “May I become agreeable bread to the Lord.”  His remains were carried to Antioch, where they were 
interred.  In the reign of Theodosius (379�395) they were transferred to a church within the city.  At present they are venerated in Rome.�
   During his journey St. Ignatius addressed seven epistles to various congregations, in which, as a disciple of the Apostles, he testifies 
to the dogmatic character of Apostolic Christianity.�
�

PRAYER  Almighty and ever�living God, You adorn the body of Your holy church with the witness of Your Martyrs.  Grant that the 
sufferings of St. Ignatius on this day that brought unending glory to him may bring us perpetual protection.�
� � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �      Amen.�

ST. IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH�

BISHOP AND MARTYR�

OCTOBER 17TH�

HOLY CROSS CHURCH�

620 THIERIOT AVENUE�
BRONX, NY 10473�

718�893�5550�
�

Roaring 20’s Card Party!�
October 21, 2017�

Doors Open at 7:00PM�

It will be an evening of Fun, Fellowship, Food, �
Music and Prizes!!  Over 200 prizes will be raffled.�
Admission is $15.00 in advance, $20.00 at the Door.�

Must be 18 years or older.�
We will have a roaring good time!�

For info contact Holy Cross Rectory 718�893�0919�

PELHAM BAY TAXPAYERS�
There will be a meeting of the Pelham Bay Taxpayers on �
Monday, October 16th in the school cafeteria.  �
Refreshments are at 7:00pm and the meeting will follow.�
Please come to this meeting to voice any concerns you may 
have concerning our community. �



SATURDAY  OCTOBER 14, 2017�

5:00PM� Sal Greco� � � � � �

SUNDAY  OCTOBER 15, 2017�

7:30AM� Conception & Flora Denamarquez� �

9:00AM� Nathan Orrico�� � � �

10:30AM� James & Filomena Capellupo� � � �

12:15PM� Irma Orrico� � � � � �

1:30PM� Parishioners of St. Theresa� �

5:00PM� Lena Rubuano�� � � �

MONDAY  OCTOBER 16, 2017�

8:00AM� Mary Cea� � � � �

9:00AM� Vincent & Antoinette Vignola� � �

TUESDAY  OCTOBER 17, 2017�

8:00AM� Huldah Gordon� � � �

9:00AM� Maura Daly� � � � � �

WEDNESDAY  OCTOBER 18, 2017�

8:00AM� Arcangelo & Giovanna Frangella� � �

9:00AM� John DeStefano� � � �

THURSDAY  OCTOBER 19 , 2017�

8:00AM � Maria Bruno� � � � �

9:00AM� Maria Bruno� � � � � �

12:00PM� Carlos Figueroa� � � �

FRIDAY  OCTOBER 20, 2017�

8:00AM� Ralph Bockino� � � �

9:00AM� Emanuela Silva� � � � �

SATURDAY  OCTOBER 21, 2017�

8:00AM� Ralph & Joan Letizia� � � �

9:00AM� Ralph Bockino�

12:00PM� Anointing of the Sick� � � � �

5:00PM� Carmine Zeppieri� � � � �

SUNDAY  OCTOBER 22, 2017 �

7:30AM� Ercole & Rosina Gaudioso� � �

9:00AM� Carmine Fusco� � � � �

10:30AM� Denise Avena��

12:15PM� Martin Dama� � � � �

1:30PM� Parishioners of St. Theresa� � � �

5:00PM� Debra DeCamillis       �       �      �      �      
�      �       � �      � �

THE SANCTUARY LAMP BURNING NEAR THE�
   TABERNACLE THIS WEEK IS IN LOVING MEMORY�

OF�
MARIA BRUNO�

LOVE, THE ADDARIO & ZOTTOLA FAMILIES�

THIS WEEK’S ALTAR BREAD IS IN LOVING  MEMORY �
OF�

MARIA BRUNO�

LOVE, THE ADDARIO & ZOTTOLA FAMILIES�

PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISH: �

 Josephine (JoJo) Alvy, Phyllis Amitrano, �
Maryann Cale Bannan, Linda Barbaro, �

Ralph Barbaro, Nancy Cardone, Elaine Reiss Cina, �

Joseph Cina, Phyllis Caruso, Marie DiPolo, �
Ken Fludd, Daley Gribbon, Ita Griffin, Sean Howell, �

William Keenan, Sal Lanza, Frank Maiorana, �

Maryann Maiorana, Diane Martino, Joe Martino, �

Theresa Martino, Isabelle O’Brien, Frank Oricco,�
 Marie Russillo, Camille Siciliano, Mario Simeone, Toni Spahr, 

Florence Valentine, Dean Valentine, �

Nicholas Vasti, Frank Vertullo, Irene Vesely.�

THE FLOWERS IN FRONT OF THE ALTAR THIS WEEK�

ARE IN LOVING MEMORY�

IRMA ORRICO�

LOVE, FRANK & FAMILY �

�

�

�

�

CHILDREN’S HALLOWEEN CARNIVAL �
NEXT SATURDAY�

We invite children from Grades 5th and younger to join us �
for our Children’s Halloween Carnival which will be held �
in our school gym (entrance on Mayflower Avenue) next �

Saturday, October 28th from 1:00PM to 2:30PM.  �
Admission: $1.00.  Join us for some Halloween fun, games �

and a “Photo opportunity.”  Wear your costumes!�

Pilgrimage for the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes�
February 5th � 13th�

160th Anniversary of the Apparitions of Lourdes�
�

Father Joseph Allen, O.P., Vicar of the Parish of St. Vincent 
Ferrer and St. Catherine of Siena, invites you to join him on a 
Pilgimage to Lourdes, Paris, Nevers and Lisieux.  Pilgrims will 
join in the celebrations for the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, 
will visit the places associated with the life of St. Bernadette �
and venerate her incorrupt body, will visit sites of Paris �
including the Miraculous Medal Shrine and also Lisieux, the 
home of St. Theresa, “The Little Flower.”  �

   For detailed information contact: �
Father Allen: Email: joseph.allen@opeast.org or �
Elizabeth Grinder: Toll Free: 877�276�7279, or�
Email: lourdespilgrimageoffice@comcast.net.�

Reservation Deadline November 10, 2017.�






