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A Caring Community Reaching Out To One Another in Christ�

SUNDAY MASSES�

Saturday at 5:00pm, �

Sunday at 7:30am,  9:00am(Italian), �

10:30am(Family Mass) 12:15pm , �

1:30PM(Spanish) & 5:00pm�

�

WEEKDAY MASSES�

Monday thru Saturday 8:00am & 9:00am�

�

DEVOTIONS�

Miraculous Medal & St. Theresa �

Novenas after Monday morning Masses�

St. Anthony Novena after Tuesday �

morning Masses.�

�

Thursday 12 Noon Mass �

& Eucharistic Adoration�

�

Exposition & Benediction of the �

Blessed Sacrament First Friday 6:00PM �

�

2855 St. Theresa Avenue, Bronx, New York   �

CONFESSION�

Saturdays from 4:00pm to 5:00pm �

and by appointment�

�

BAPTISMS�

Baptisms take place most Sundays �

after the 1:30pm Mass.�

We ask  parents to attend the Baptism �

preparation meeting.   Register at the �

Rectory for the meeting.  �

The date of the Baptism will be discussed 

at the Baptism meeting.�

�

MARRIAGES�

Call the Rectory at least six months in�

advance of the wedding date to make an �

appointment with parish clergy. �

ST. THERESA’S FAMILY IS OUR FAMILY�

“ST. THERESA STRONG”�



CHURCH OF ST. THERESA, BRONX�

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER DERIVAN�

�

   Our gospel today begins with a request.  The disciples ask the Lord, “Teach us to pray.”  And the Lord grants their request.  He gives 

them an answer and, of course, the answer is the prayer we call the Lord’s Prayer, the Our Father.  Remember that this prayer is indeed 

the Lord’s Prayer, the prayer that comes from the Lord Jesus Himself.  It is His prayer to His Father and He invites us to join in His 

prayer with Him.  The great St. Teresa of Avila�the other St. Theresa�said that she often had trouble going beyond the first two words 

“Our Father.”  Those words say so much.  We are not calling God the King, the Creator, the Judge.  We are calling Him, as His Son told 

us to call him, Father, relating to Him as a little child relates to his or her parents with confidence and love.  That is God.  That is who 

He wants to be for us.  And beyond that we do not say “my Father,” rather “Our Father.”  In saying that, we are joining with people in 

every part of the world who are saying that prayer with us.  Is there ever a moment when some Christian in some part of the world is not 

saying this prayer?  There is not.  We are all praying together as a people, as the Church.  Our retired Pope Benedict says, “When we say 

the word ‘our,’ we say Yes to the living Church in which the Lord wants to gather His family.”  We are never alone.  We are joined as 

God’s people praying to “Our Father.”�

   But then, what do we pray for in the Lord’s Prayer?  We should never say this prayer too quickly.  We should concentrate on each 

word.  We pray first that God will be praised, that His name will be held holy, hallowed.  We pray that His Kingdom will come, not just 

in heaven, but right now in our hearts.  We pray that He will give us what we need, our daily bread, not just physical food, but the food 

of the spirit, especially Holy Communion.  We pray for forgiveness of our sins and we pray that we will be able to forgive others as Our 

Father forgives us.  And we pray that we will not give into temptation.  And then the final part of the prayer, “Deliver us from evil.”  I 

think we should especially reflect on that part of the Lord’s Prayer today.�

   We live in a world of too much evil.  Perhaps we cry at what we read about and see in the world around us.  We see too much �

violence, too much hatred, too much anger and bitterness.  We see police officers losing their lives doing their job of serving our people.�

And at the same time we see innocent people being victimized by gangs.  It is a sad reality that our society which can produce incredible 

technology, instant communication and sophisticated social networking, cannot produce simple human respect for one another.  During 

the past month, as many of you know, I directed the St. Vincent de Paul Summer Camp with the help of forty young volunteers, teachers 

and college and high school young people.  Many of our children came from tough situations in the city.  They see things that children 

should not nave to see.  Many of our children told us of how violent their neighborhoods, their buildings and even their schools are, how 

they cannot play outside after school because their parents fear for their safety.  Many of them have a friend or family member who has 

suffered violence.  When I hear those stories, I see how blessed our children are right here and, please God, they will never have to see 

what other children do see so often.  Yes, evil is real and we must face it.  One reason why we come to Mass every Sunday is to fortify 

ourselves against the evil around us, to get that inner strength which helps us to withstand any evil.  But do not pray just for yourself.  

Remember we are praying to Our Father and we are all praying together “Deliver us from evil.”  Offer your prayer today at Mass and 

indeed every time you pray the Lord’s Prayer that we will all be delivered from evil.  Perhaps your prayer will strengthen someone who 

is facing evil in his or her life.  Perhaps you prayer will touch the heart of someone bent on evil and will help him to find the way to the 

good.  Never underestimate the power of your prayer.  Remember you are praying to Our Father.�

   What can we do against evil?  We can simply do this: we can try to put as much goodness into our little part of the world as we can, 

into our families, into our community, into the lives of children we serve as my volunteers did this summer.  That will not wipe out �

violence, but at least it is a start.  And if each of us tries to put more goodness into our world, then the power of evil will be weakened 

and evil will not have the last word.  Remember Our Father is always listening to His children.  He never turns a deaf ear to us.  Let us 

pray always with confidence and trust.  “Our Father, deliver us from evil.  Amen.”�

�

� � � � � � � � � � � Father Thomas B. Derivan�

NO VACATION FROM SUNDAY MASS�

   During the summer, parents understandably want to get an early start on enjoying their Sundays by visiting relatives, enjoying the 

recreational places of our city, or just traveling.  However, let us not forget the importance of SUNDAY MASS EACH WEEK.  It is 

easy to fall into the temptation of just letting Sunday Mass slip by.  “We’re too busy today,” or “We’ll make Mass next week,” can �

become easy excuses.  This is a special plea to parents to make sure that their families come to Mass every Sunday.  MAKE TIME 

FOR MASS.  Plan your weekend around the Mass.  In fact, it is good to come to Mass early before setting out on your Sunday journey 

to pray for a safe trip.  Remember, if you are occupied all day Sunday, come to the 5:00PM Saturday Mass or plan to come back from 

your trip in time for the 5:00PM Sunday Mass.  Children also enjoy visiting a new Catholic Church if they are away from the city.  �

Parents remember that you are always giving your children a message: either the message that Sunday Mass is the most important thing 

your family does or the message that Mass is not that important.  Please God, you always give the right message!  When traveling, you 

can check the location of the nearest Catholic church and the times of the Masses on www.masstimes.org.�

Please continue to share the peace and joy of our faith with 

others .   There are so many that are in the need of Jesus. �

Can you be for all of us a living sign to all our parishioners and 

neighbors, and tell them for us “we need them and love them”.  

Someone may hear and accept the invitation from you and return 

home to worship the Lord with us.  So please invite a friend, 

relative, or neighbor to come with you to Church next Sunday.  

God will do the rest.  Let us share our treasure of faith with 

others.�



SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME�

�

�

�

�

�

�

   The founder of the Jesuits was on his way to military fame and fortune when a cannon ball shattered his leg.  Because there were no 

books of romance on hand during his convalescence, he whiled away the time reading a life of Christ and lives of the saints.  His �

conscience was deeply touched, and a long, painful turning to Christ began.  Having seen the Mother of God in a vision, he made a �

pilgrimage to her shrine at Montserrat (near Barcelona).  He remained for almost a year at nearby Manresa, sometimes with the �

Dominicans, sometimes in a pauper’s hospice, often in a cave in the hills praying.  After a period of great peace of mind, he went 

through a harrowing trial of scruples.  There was no comfort in anything�prayer, fasting, sacraments, penance.  At length, his peace of 

mind returned.�

   It was during this year of conversion that he began to write down material that later became his greatest work, the Spiritual Exercises.�

   He finally achieved his purpose of going to the Holy Land, but could not remain, as he planned, because of the hostility of the Turks.�

He spent the next 11 years in various European universities, studying with great difficulty, beginning almost as a child.  Like many �

others, he fell victim twice to the suspicions of the time, and was twice jailed for brief periods.�

   In 1534, at the age of 43, he and six others (one of whom was St. Francis Xavier) vowed to live in poverty and chastity and to go to 

the Holy Land.  If this became impossible, they vowed to offer themselves to the apostolic service of the pope.  The latter became the 

only choice.  Four years later Ignatius made the association permanent.  The new Society of Jesus was approved by Paul III, and �

Ignatius was elected to serve as the first general.�

   When companions were sent on various missions by the pope, Ignatius remained in Rome, consolidating the new venture, but still 

finding time to found homes for orphans, catechumens and penitents.  He founded the Roman College, intended to be the model of all 

other colleges of the Society.�

   Ignatius was a true mystic.  He centered his spiritual life on the essential foundations of Christianity�the Trinity, Christ, the �

Eucharist.  His spirituality is expressed in the Jesuit motto, ad majorem Dei gloriam�”for the greater glory of God.”  In his concept, 

obedience was to be the prominent virtue, to assure the effectiveness and mobility of his men.  All activity was to be guided by a �

true love of the Church and unconditional obedience to the Holy Father, for which reason all professed members took a fourth vow to go 

wherever the pope should send them for the salvation of souls.�

   Luther nailed his thesis to the church door at Wittenberg in 1517.  Seventeen years later, Ignatius founded the Society that was to play 

so prominent a part in the counter�Reformation.  He was an implacable foe of Protestantism.  Yet the seeds of ecumenism may be found 

in his words: “Great care must be taken to show forth orthodox truth in such a way that if any heretics happen to be present they may 

have an example of charity and Christian moderation.  No hard words should be used nor any sort of contempt for their errors be 

shown.”  One of the greatest twentieth�century ecumenists was Cardinal Bea, a Jesuit.�

   Ignatius recommended this prayer to penitents: “Receive, Lord, all my liberty, my memory, my understanding and my whole will.  

You have given me all that I have, all that I am, and I surrender all to your divine will, that you dispose of me.  Give me only your love 

and your grace.  With this I am rich enough, and I have no more to ask.”�

JULY 31�

ST. IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA�

(1491�1556)�

“BACK TO BASICS” CAMP PROGRAM�

Our Summer Basketball Camp is for boys entering Grades 5, 6, 

7 & 8.  Enrollment is limited.�

   It is designed to develop basketball skills, conditioning and 

back�to�basics fundamentals.�

�

There are two 5�day sessions:�

�� Monday, August 12th through Friday, August 16th and�

�� Monday, August 19th through Friday, August 23rd.�

�

   Camp runs each day from 9AM to 3PM.  Boys may arrive at 

8:30AM.  If  you are interested, please pick up a registration 

form at the Rectory or in the vestibule of the church.�

�

�

�

   �

   We ask you to consider your proper dress code for Mass �

during the summer months.  Please show respect for the�

 presence of Our Lord and for the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass by 

dressing appropriately for Mass on Sunday. �

   Please do not wear inappropriate shorts or shirts, halter�tops, �

flip�flops, short skirts or any other outfits that do not show �

reverence for the Mass.�

   Our outward appearance in church shows our inward respect 

for the Lord.  Thank you for giving good example to others by 

the appropriate way you dress for Mass on Sunday.�

SUMMER ATTIRE AT MASS�

�

HANDICAP ENTRANCE TO THE CHURCH�

�

The side entrance to the Church on Pilgrim Avenue will be open 

every Sunday for anyone who is handicapped or in a wheelchair.  

Also this same entrance will be opened every weekday until 

9:30AM.�

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS:  Please suppor t our �

advertisers; it is their support that makes this bulletin possible, 

and when you visit them, please let them know that you read 

their advertisement in St. Theresa ‘s bulletin.�



JULY 28, 2019�

PATIENCE IN PRAYER�

�

   Because “prayer changes us,” above all, we can appreciate the need for patience in its exercise.  Remember first learning your prayers,�

The patience of both your teachers and your parents, and the patience you showed yourself.  Learning the beautiful words and �

sentiments.  Listening to yourself over and over repeat and repeat.  Back then when prayers were new we listened to the words and �

really heard them.  Now sometimes we are on autopilot so let’s take a minute and look at the words to one of our well worn prayers, the �

Our Father.�

� Our Father who Art in Heaven, Hallowed by thy name.�

� Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.�

   When we say the Our Father, how many of us really mean “Thy will be done?”  We are saying to God we know His path for us and 

that we agree with His will.  Too often, in our imperfect human understanding, we fight it to do as we wish.  This causes us to turn away 

from God and to listen instead to worldly desires that will not bring us salvation.  In this part of the beautiful Our Father prayer we are 

also realizing His kingdom will come and when it does we can be ready by following His will and heeding His word.�

� Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses�

� as we forgive those who trespass against us.�

   When we look into these words we understand our daily bread has a few meanings.  First what we need to survive, literally something 

to eat.  We are asking Our Lord to, with our own handiwork, of course, help us find enough sustenance.  But we also associate daily 

bread with The Eucharist.  Forgiving sins and hurts or trespasses, of others is vital to our spiritual life.  To forgive others is to remind 

ourselves we too are forgiven by our Lord for our sins if we are repentant.�

� Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. �

   While God may not lead us into temptation, we know if we turn away from his path of truth we may find ourselves succumbing to its 

allure.  So here we are asking for God to help lead us away from temptation and with His love and mercy keep us from the evil that lurks 

in both our hearts and the greater world.�

   When practicing common or special prayers we must remember always that God’s ways are not ours, and God is not some genie to 

run our petty errands a servant at our beck and call.  Fidelity in prayer gradually gives us, “the mind of Christ.”  And always mentions 

implicitly, at least, the explicit petition of the Lord’s own prayer, “Thy will be done.”  Prayer is an expression of life which is always 

patient.�

�

� � � � � � � � � � (From Franciscan Mission Associates) �

THE RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS�

   For those who wish to complete the sacraments or become a Catholic, the Church has the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 

(RCIA), which is the formal title for the whole process of preparing adults for entrance into the Catholic Church.�

   The RCIA program prepares men and women to receive the Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist.  �

Each year we welcome new members into our Catholic faith and the ceremony is celebrated at our Easter Vigil Mass.�

   For one reason or another, sometimes people were not able to receive First Communion or Confirmation or even Baptism.  We are 

here to help.  The Lord wants it that way!  Our parish is happy to offer you the support necessary to be initiated into full communion 

with the Catholic Church and receive the sacraments.�

   If you are thinking of entering more fully into the Catholic Church, pray about it and let the Lord do the rest.�

You may fill out the form below and give it to one of the priests or drop it off at the rectory.  Please pass this information on to some 

other person whom you may know who may benefit from it.�

   You may wish to contact Mrs. Marie McCarrick, our Religious Education Coordinator, at sainttheresa.religioused@gmail.com �

for further information and enrollment.  God bless you!�

�

�

FOR RCIA PROGRAM FOR ADULTS WISHING TO �

RECEIVE THE SACRAMENTS:�

I wish to learn more about St. Theresa’s RCIA Program.�

Please contact me:�

�

Name_________________________________________________________�

�

Address_______________________________________________________�

�

� � � � �                     � Zip____________�

                                              Telephone______________________________________�

�

                                              Email__________________________________________�



MANY THANKS�

We are most grateful to all our wonderful parishioners who have 

sacrificed so generously by increasing their weekly Sunday �

Contributions.  Please know that your weekly increase is for the 

betterment of St. Theresa Parish, for the building up and �

improvement of our parish.  We are most grateful to all of you 

who have helped to make a difference in our community.  �

Please continue to help us in order to keep St. Theresa Parish 

the vital, growing parish that it is.�

A MESSAGE FROM POPE FRANCIS FOR THIS SUNDAY�

�

   The Gospel this Sunday (Lk 11:1�13) opens with the scene of Jesus who is praying alone, apart from the others; when he finishes, the 

disciples ask him: “Lord, teach us to pray;” and He says in reply, “When you pray, say: “Father…”  This word is the “secret” of Jesus’ 

prayer, it is the key that he himself gives to us so that we too might enter into that relationship of confidential dialogue with the Father 

who accompanied and sustained his whole life.�

   With the name “Father” Jesus combines two requests:  “hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come.”  Jesus’ prayer, and the Christian 

prayer therefore, first and foremost, makes room for God, allowing him to show his holiness in us and to advance his kingdom, �

beginning with the possibility of exercising his Lordship of love in our lives.�

   Three other supplications complete this prayer that Jesus taught, the “Our Father”.  There are three questions that express our basic 

needs: bread, forgiveness and help in temptation.  One cannot live without bread, one cannot live without forgiveness and one cannot 

live without God’s help in times temptation.  The bread that Jesus teaches us to ask for is what is necessary, not superfluous.  It is the 

bread of pilgrims, the righteous, a bread that is neither accumulated nor wasted, and that does not weigh us down as we walk.  �

Forgiveness is, above all, what we ourselves receive from God: only the awareness that we are sinners forgiven by God’s infinite mercy 

can enable us to carry out concrete gestures of fraternal reconciliation.  If a person does not feel that he/she is a sinner who has been 

forgiven, that person will never be able to make a gesture of forgiveness or reconciliation.  It begins in the heart where you feel that you 

are a forgiven sinner.  The last supplication, “lead us not into temptation” , expresses the awareness of our condition, which is always 

exposed to the snares of evil and corruption.  We all know what temptation is!�

   Jesus’ teaching on prayer continues with two parables, which he modeled on the behavior of a friend towards another friend, and that 

of a father towards his son.  Both are intended to teach us to have full confidence in God, who is Father.  He knows our needs better 

than we do ourselves, but he wants us to present them to him boldly and persistently, because this is our way of participating in his 

work of salvation.  Prayer is the first and principle “working instrument” we have in our hands!  In being persistent with God, we don’t 

need to convince him, but to strengthen our faith and our patience, meaning our ability to strive together with God for the things that are 

truly important and necessary.  In prayer there are two of us: God and I, striving together for the important things.�

   Among these, there is one, the great important thing that Jesus speaks of in today’s Gospel, which we almost never ask for, and that is 

the Holy Spirit.  “Give  me the Holy Spirit…!”  And Jesus says, “If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your �

children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him for it!”   We must ask that the Holy Spirit 

comes within us.  But what is the use of the Holy Spirit?  We need him to live well, to live with wisdom and love, doing God’s will.  

What a beautiful prayer it would be if, this week, each of us were to ask the Father: “Father, give me the Holy Spirit!”  Our Lady �

demonstrates this with her life, which was entirely enlivened by the Spirit of God.  May She, united to Jesus, help us to pray to the �

Father so that we might not live in a worldly manner, but according to the Gospel, guided by the Holy Spirit.�

� � � � � � � � � � � Angelus Message, July 24, 2016 �

CCD (Religion Class) REGISTRATION)�

(Religion Classes for children who attend public school)�

Applications are now being accepted for classes which begin in 

September 2019.�

�

Sunday classes:  Grades 1, 2, 3 and Communion Class�

Wednesday evening classes:  Grades 4, 5, 6, 7 (Confirmation 

Class)�

�

HOW TO APPLY�

�� Pick up an application in the Rectory Office�

�� Download applications from the St. Theresa Church�

       website: www.sttheresachurchbronx,org�

SACRAMENT CLASSES FOR CHILDREN�

�� Students must complete 2 consecutive years of CCD classes 

to be eligible to receive sacraments.�

�� Elementary school children who have not been baptized 

must attend CCD prior to receiving Baptism.�

�

For additional information contact Mrs. McCarrick, CCD�

Coordinator, at sainttheresa.religioused@gmail.com�

�

�

�

�

�

�

   Our School Office will be closed from August 1st�20th.  �

The office will be reopen on August 21st, our summer hours �

will be 9AM to 1PM Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.�

 �

Normal School Office hours begin on September 3, 2019�

7:30AM�3:00PM.�

Our first day of school for Grades Pre�K 3 year olds, K�8th will 

be September 5th.�

Pre�K 4 year olds begins on September 4th.�

All parents will receive a calendar and letter by August 1st.�

Looking forward to a new school year!�

�

Josephine Fanelli�

St. Theresa School�

718�792�3688�

Fax 718�892�9441�

�



SATURDAY  JULY 27, 2019�

5:00PM� Michael DeGennaro� � �

SUNDAY  JULY 28, 2019�

7:30AM� Parishioners of St. Theresa� � � �

9:00AM� Antonio Fella� � � � �

10:30AM� Angela Mannarino� � � � �

12:15PM� John DiStefano� � � �

1:30PM� Argentina Hoepelman� � � � �

5:00PM� Anna Tartarone� � � �

MONDAY  JULY 29, 2019�

8:00AM� Mary Cea� �

9:00AM� Jack Rainey� � � � � �

TUESDAY  JULY 30, 2019�

8:00AM� Fr. Tom D’Angelo� � � �

9:00AM� Vevette Samuels� � � � �

WEDNESDAY  JULY 31, 2019�

8:00AM� Louis Russo� � � �

9:00AM� Ralph Bockino� � � �

THURSDAY  AUGUST 1, 2019�

8:00AM� Teresa, Luigi, Anthony & Giuseppe Marcellino� �

9:00AM� Marie Sansalone� � �

12NOON� Petrina Vullo� � � � �

FRIDAY  AUGUST 2, 2019�

8:00AM� Mary Cea� � � � �

9:00AM� Pasquale & Giuseppina Imperio�� � �

SATURDAY  AUGUST 3, 2019�

8:00AM� Dorinna Dilullo� � � �

9:00AM� Luke Turrisi� � � � �

5:00PM� Agnes Varvara� �

SUNDAY  AUGUST 4, 2019�

7:30AM� Parishioners of St. Theresa� �

9:00AM� Marie Sansalone� � � �

10:30AM� Rafael Roldan�� � �

12:15PM� Hegarty & Tracey Families� � �

1:30PM� Lorenza Nepomuceno� � �

5:00PM� Joan Lombardi� � � �      

� �

THIS WEEK’S ALTAR BREAD IS IN LOVING MEMORY�

OF�

VINCENT VIRGINTINO�

FOREVER IN OUR HEARTS, BARBIE & HELEN�

�

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE RECENTLY DECEASED �

MEMBER OF OUR PARISH AND HER FAMILY�

ANNA CERNARO�

PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISH:�

 Phyllis Amitrano, Maryann Cale Bannan, Eileen Buckley, �

Nancy Cardone, Elaine Reiss Cina, Joseph Cina, �

Phyllis Caruso, Pasqua Del Prete, Marie DiPolo, Thomas Egan, 

Frank Ferrara, Rita Ferrara, Daley Gribbon, Ita Griffin, �

Sean Howell, William Keenan, Sal Lanza, Frank Maiorana, �

Maryann Maiorana, Diane Martino, James Martino, �

Joe Martino, Theresa Martino, Patrick & Jimmy McCoy, �

Isabelle O’Brien, Frank Oricco, Marie Petillo, Joseph Pisano, 

Marie Russillo, Camille Siciliano, Mario Simeone, �

Toni Spahr, Florence Valentine, Dean Valentine,�

 Nicholas Vasti, Frank Vertullo, Irene Vesely.�

CONFESSIONS are heard every Saturday from 4:00PM to 

5:00PM or by appointment in the Rectory.�

�

�

�

   I have often wondered what kind of a reception Jesus would 

receive were he to come to live among us today as he did two 

thousand years ago.  The truth is that Jesus was never �

tremendously popular among the people of his time.  This is true 

probably because of what he said and did.  And what he said and 

did were not always what the people were looking for.  Jesus 

always spoke with a tremendous sense of authority, claiming 

that what he said and did had the backing of God Himself; he 

possessed a healthy sense of self and his mission; he traveled the 

countryside teaching, and healing, and preaching the message of 

God’s love; he demonstrated a gentle compassion for people, 

especially for sinners and the outcasts of society.�

   But what he taught always made certain demands upon his 

listeners, not especially stringent demands, but enough to make 

some people, really and finally, become his firm followers.�

   Jesus, to all appearances, was a simple man.  Coming from 

Galilee, he had never studied with some renowned scholar nor 

even with a pious teacher.  At first Jesus had been associated 

with John the Baptist, certainly a rough and odd figure of a man.�

But then he had struck out on his own, challenging the �

status�quo just as John had done.  Jesus, this simple man with 

little or no background to support and sustain him, challenged 

the traditional ideas of the establishment.  Jesus was a threat to 

the establishment: is it any wonder the establishment wanted 

him gone.  Had we lived in Jesus’ times, I think we would have 

been able to safely predict that this man who was no priest, who 

consistently clashed with the aristocrats of Jewish society, 

would inevitably be swept aside and destroyed.�

   But my question remains.  Would Jesus really enjoy a better 

reception today, on the eve of the millennium, than he did two 

thousand years ago.  I think not.  I think not, for we live in a 

world, and astonishingly mean spirited world, just as Jesus did.�

And just as in Jesus’ time, there will always be someone to give 

the public exactly what it most wants � reasons to believe that 

Jesus was an egomaniac and a liar, that he was a no�account 

hypocrite, that he was delusional and tried to deceive the people, 

that he was in league with the devil.  And if they couldn’t prove 

all these charges, then they were ready to invent a list of horrors 

to attest to Jesus’ flawed character.  The world is truly not very 

different today.  It still, after two thousand years of Jesus, wants 

to sweep him away, wants to obliterate his memory.  And that is 

because he is still around to challenge the world; to challenge 

what the world deems important, to challenge what the world 

loves.  And Jesus, today, challenges us also.  He challenges the 

way we live our lives, he challenges our smugness.  The �

question we ought to ask ourselves today is this: how do we 

respond to his challenge?  As we gaze at him whom they have 

pierced and hung upon a cross do we see a failure or a triumph?�

EACH OF US MUST ASK THAT OF OURSELVES.�

JESUS�
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